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STODDARD-WAITE REDEDICATION CEREMONY UPDATE 

  

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 18, 2013 

 

A cautionary note for our May 18th Cajon Pass dedication: 

it can be windy and cold in May. This photo was taken 

during the original 1913 ceremony and it shows Mrs. 

Harris holding onto her hat with a gloved hand while her 

neck scarf blows in the wind. Other photos show 

participants warmly dressed in heavy coats and sturdy 

footwear. For all who plan to attend the 100th anniversary 

this coming May, be prepared by bringing along such 

clothing in case of a wintry day. 

 

Last month I mentioned that our webmaster Joe Fondy's 

grandmother was part of the program. We looked through 

the available 1913 photos and found one with several 

people around the monument, including his grandmother 

and her mother. Enlarging the original several times and 

cropping out everything else, Joe came up with this close-

up picture of Mary and her mother, Florence Littlefield 

Harris. Mary's father was David Marion Harris.  

 

Mary went on to be quite active in community affairs and 

was an excellent school teacher in the San Bernardino 

school system. She unfortunately died at age 45 from breast 

cancer. 

 
MAY 2013 DEDICATION IS ADJACNT TO CAMP CAJON 

 

Camp Cajon, the well-known park/rest stop built by William Bristol, is very near our two monuments. 

Bristol attended the 1917 Pioneer dedication and was inspired to build a welcoming park for weary 

travelers entering the area. Society member John Hockaday and his wife Sandy wrote a book on Bristol, 

which includes a chapter on Camp Cajon. The book is available at the following Internet address: 

http://www.buckthornpublishing.com/orders.html  You will want to bring that with you in May.  

Florence Harris and her daughter Mary at the 
Stoddard-Waite monument, 1913 

 

http://www.sbhistoricalsociety.com/
http://www.buckthornpublishing.com/orders.html


 8 

 
 

John Hockaday writes that fol-

lowing the 1917 dedication the 

Pioneers adjourned to a spot 

beneath some willows and had 

a picnic, and this is what gave 

Bristol the ides that others 

would also enjoy the site. That 

the Pioneers continued to hold 

festivities there, is evidenced by 

the adjacent article. This was 

sent in by Feldheym Library 

docent Sue Payne, and is from 

the June 18, 1928, issue of the 

San Bernardino Daily Sun. 

 

Sue is enthusiastic about the 

reception she is receiving from 

pioneer descendants who plan 

on attending. She also believes, 

based on evidence in the Mary 

Lewis File, that descendants of 

Pablo Belarde exist. Belarde 

took a part in the original 

dedication. He came to San 

Bernardino in 1843 and was 

much liked and respected by the 

Pioneers. Sue told me that 

Belarde was the vice president 

of the Society at the time of the 

1913 dedication. 
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ELECTION RETURNS FOR 1939 CITY OFFICES 

 

Last month I ran a photograph of a piece of campaign ephemera from Ray Castro's 1939 candidacy for 

City Council, along with an inquiry regarding the outcome of the race. Feldheym Library docent Sue 

Payne came through with this article showing that Castro, a retired locomotive engineer, was just barely 

edged out. The winner was incumbent Dr. George E. Shafer. We have some Shafer memorabilia on 

display at the Santa Fe Depot, including his 1899 Locomobile.  
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TWO MORE VALE PHOTOS ACQUIRED 

 

Steve Shaw donated two W. A. Vale photographs to our growing collection of Vale originals. Neither of 

these have been identified and it is hoped somebody will recognize one or both photos for us. The first is 

a very long building with what might be a water tank camouflaged to look like something else. The 

second is a non-descript house showing the lack of architectural flourish in the 1870s or ‘80s. 

 

 

 
                    Steve Shaw donation 

Can you identify either this Vale photo….. 

 
 

 
                                  Steve Shaw donation 

…..or this one? 
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OUTSTANDING BOOK BY FOUNDER OF THE PIONEER SOCIETY 

 

I decided to donate a copy of this book to our library; after all, what kind of library would it be without 

the story of Benjamin Butler Harris, the founder of the Pioneer Society, which tells how he came to 

California. Edited by the experienced author and librarian Richard Dillon, and published by the 

University of Oklahoma Press. 

 

 
                       Richard Thompson donation 
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