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TROZERA FAMILY

O Sx = 3=30
By Russ McDonald
e e e 11 osario (Pete) Trozera was born in
"R Randazzo Sicily, the vince of
Luca Sicula in the year 1889. By 1906
the working conditions for the masses
were in a state of unrest. The Socialist
and the Conservist parties fought for
control of the nation coupled with the
increase of the Catholic Church to be
included in the policy making.

Some 50,000 agriculture workers in
1906 immigrated overseas. Among them was
Pete Trozera seeking a new life in
America. At 17 years old he arrived in
New York, alone and with a total of nine
dollars in his pockets. He had joined
the 8.8 million immigrants who had
arrived in America over the previous
decade. The newcomers were mostly poor
Italians, Russians, Poles and Jews.

They quickly found work in the 20th
century America that felt so cocksure.
Most Americans felt high hopes and
confidence of the inevitable new
progress of the nation. For the business
man taxes were at a minimum and trade
was brisk. The housewife could buy eggs
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[HiIsTORICAL SBOCIETY MEETINGS |

Meetings for the next three months are:

5:30 P.M. Thurs. il 6~BILL THREATT
will presen HISTORY THROUGH
PHOTOGRAPHY", featuring part of his
extensive photo collection regarding
early San Bernardino.

12:00 P.M. Thurs. il 27- DIRECTOR'S
MEETING. — el

5:30 THURS. MAY4- DR. WILLIAM COLEMAN
will display his "PAPERS OF PRESIDENTS",
a portion of his many historic documents
and letters written by some of our most
famous presidents.

12.00 P.M. Thurs. May 25-DIRECTOR'S
FEETING

5:30 P.M. Thurs. June 1- RICH HOMER will
present a program on currier and Ives,
the foremost lithography firm of the
American 19th century.

12.00 P.M. Thurs. June 29- DIRECTOR'S
FEETING

SAN BERNARDINO HIGH SCHOOL'S 1919 CLASS
REONITON will be held at our meeting hall
on sunday, June 4, at Noon. This event
is open to our members +hat would
like to help the Board of Directors with
hosting of the catered brunch.

There will be two fascinating
historical field trips planned during
the month of May that are open to al
members of our society as well as their
guests. Please mark these events on your
calendar so that you don't miss out.

ARROWHEAD HOT SPRINGS WALKING TOUR:

— %at. May : -M.=3:00"P.M. John
Lowe, a member of Campus Crusade for
Christ for the past 20 years, will be
our host during this two hour walking
tour into the past and present of one o
the most beautiful as well as historic
sites in San Bernardino County. Touted
as a health resort back in 1860's
and later as a tiaopular retreat for
Hollywood celebmdties during the 1930s,
Arrowhead Springs has been the
international headquarters for Campus
Crusade for Christ since 1962.
Those people that are interested in
attendi this event have a choice of
either driving up to the entrance of
Arrowhead Springs (drive up Highway 18 a
short distance and turn right, next to
the 0ld Waterman Canyon Road turnoff) at
1:00 P.M. or meeting at the Heritaciciz

House ga.tking lot at 12:30 P.M. (we wi
garpa): from there for those who wish to
o s0).

CAJON PASS—JOHN BROWN TOLL ROAD TRIP:
~ saturday and Sunday, May 2/ and May
28. The Mohahve Historical Society has
invited our society to join them on a
trip along the John Brown Toll Road, the
first engineered and maintained road
through the Cajon Pass. Emphasis has
been placed on making it possible for
everyone to participate. Those that want
to walk the entire trip can do so.
Automobiles will accompany the
contingency for those that can only walk
part of the route. For those that want
to ride horses, they may do so. We will
camp at the Cajon Center (just south of
the junction of I-15 and Highway 138) on
Saturday night. This location was called
Muscupiabit by Indians long ago. The
entire trip will take us to the summit
of Cajon Pass down to Glen Helen Park.
All those that are interested please
meet at the rear entrance of the Shell
gas station located at the intersection
gful-llsfand tl;;v Hesperia Offriamp at18:30
.M. you e questions please
call Nick Cataldo at 887-0567.

NICK CATALDO
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The Trozera with children and grand-children in 1959. Hory,
left back row; Vince, Maria, Francis, Pete and Mary, Tony and

Florence and Tom.

for 12 cents a dozen, sirloin steak for
24 cents a pound and a turkey dinner
cost 20 cents.

Everyone was fascinated the new
inventions such as the telephone,
typewriter, sewing machine, the self
binding harvestor and the increasing
number of automobiles. There were over
8,000 of these horseless carriages
registered in the United States. The
railroads had grown to 193,000 miles of
track criss-crossing America delivering
people and goods.

While work was plentiful it was
also difficult for the immigrant. Their
courage and stamina were well tested as
most were doomed to work 12 hours a day,
six to seven days a week at an average
of $12.50 a week. Some 395,000 would
return to their homeland by 1908.

Pete Trozera stayed, worked for a
time in the coal mines and finally with
the railroad in 1912. It was while
working with the railroad that he first
saw California with a stop over in
(f.\xcanm\ga. hﬁe managed tohfind shelter
or night in a wi A

t_r'l"%e getalinls rﬁ'ﬂke%gghy l;’Defryhis
meeting and the courtship of his future
wife. The Mercandante family had
recently moved to Los Angeles from
Florida and a mutual friend introduced
Pete to young Mary Mercandante. They
were married in Los Angeles and Pete
brought his new wife to San Bernardino.

He bought a house on Fifth Street across
from the Santa Fe shop and set up

housekeeping.

Hearing that Reche Canyon still had
land available for homesteading, Pete
filed a claim on 160 acres on what is
now Olive Dell Nudist Ranch. lLater, as
he prospered, he bought the adjoining
159 acres and built a permanent home.

Pete and Mary had four children,
Vince, Tony, Tom and Francis. Pete
continued to work for Santa Fe and farm
the Reche Canyon holding, producing
mostly olives and grapes. For many years

he had 7 acres of and lemons.
Pete was gifted in wi water, doing
so for that asked and without

ever accepting a fee. He said it was a
gift of God and should be shared.

Vince, the eldest son, remembered
him as a very hard working man, a very
strict man with his children but at the
same time loving and compassiocnate. A
strict believer in the work ethic. Vince
said he has always been thankful that
his father taught him to work hard and
try to succeed.

As with all farmers the family rose
early to take care of the chores
assigned to each. Besides e farm
animals to take care of there was always
chemese wood to gather, it being the
sole source of heating and cooking.
During the depression years, Mary
Trozera took outside work in a cigar
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Mary Trozera and son,Vincen! working
Charlie. in Reche Canyon in 1935.

factory in Los Angeles to help the
family finances.

Vince recalled how he and his
brothers and sister tly awaited
her return knowing that she had
gurchaeeﬂ a sack full of broken cookies
rom a bakery before leav:lng 1os Angeles
to return home each

Vince also realled as a youth how
he walked to Ferndale School to attend
classes once the morning chores were
om?éeted He wistfully remembered bwo
of his teachers in 193 and 1932. Mrs.
Bagwell and Miss Whiting.

By 1934 elect::ﬁ;:é came to Reche

Canyon. The canyon to changg,
slowly. It would be 1938 before San
Bernardino would pave their portion of
the road and 1939 or 1940 before
Riverside would follow.

During the winter of 1937 t;gg

temperature dropped to 19 degrees
trees split from

froze ev%thin
ice the citrus and grapes
wete ruined. Vince recalled how his

father stared numbly at the ruined

Pete and Mary continued to live in
the canyon until 1942 before moving back
to San Bernardino. Vince stayed in Reche
Canyon until 1947 when the family sold
the house and 159 acres for $14,5

’l'hat year, Vince with his brother

a fruit stand on the corner

land Avenue and Muscott Street.

3‘?“ it f Paty s W
encouragemen

On February 16, 1949 the two

opened a restaurant, The
at the same location. Vince recalled t
was a rainy Friday night and the

restaurant took in a total of $26.00 in
trade.

Jointly they operated the Mug for
ten years. They dissolved their
partnership and Tony retained the Mug.
Vince opened a restaurant on his own,
Marie,s Italian Cafe on East Highland on
March of 1969. Later on November 7,
1973, he moved to its location
at 2222 East Highland and renamed it
Marie's Cafe Italiano and specializing
in fine Italian dinners.

Vince related many antidotes, such
as the time he helped his family make a
ggéllair full of linome brtav;}e After the

t and was they went
ng ctgsp ni to be awakened at
mid;night ;g‘;:h the sm;nds ogg fthttlue,:
exploding Caps popping om
e. They rushed to the cellar to
met with a £lood of beer and foam.

Vince told of how he met his wife.
His now mother-in-law's cousin was
employed at the restaurant and showed
Vince a picture of her daughter, st:ill
in Italy. Vince began correspondence and
eventua ly proposed through the mails.
He went to Italy after her acceptance
and married Maria on April 16,1958.
First, of course, the courtship in
person under the watchful eye of a

as was the custom.

'm? ve one son, Rosario named
after Vince's father. Vince served in
the National Gmn:d and saw service in
the during Korea War. He was
seriously inJured in Japan an spent
considerable time recuperating in
Letterman's Hospital in San Francisco.

Tony Trozera still owns and
operates The Mug. When this interview
was made in 1979, they had two boys, two
girls and four randchildren. Tom
Trozera e Joy lived in Del
Mar and had two sons Tom was a graduate
of the University of California and
headed a large Amway dealership and
acted as a consultant Nuclear Physicist
for Union Carbide. Francis was married
to Bill Patton and they had two girls
gjnti:l one son and made their home in

alto.
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;fRev. Pads Stockma

. Pastor, Missionary,

&_Church Founder,
Educator, 1874-1895

BY DR. R BRUCE HARLEY

¥ I"

Very Rev. Mgr P. ] Stockman, "Padre Agostin"
of the Indians

(Steele's Photo Collection)

The city of San Bernar-
dino had numerous pioneers who
deservedly rated extensive
write-ups in the several coun-

ty histories published after
1900. Yet men of the cloth of
whatever persuasion usually
received only passing mention.
It was the literary fate of
the Rev. Polydore Justin
Stockman (he never used his
full name) that he merited
only a line or two in the his-
tory books. Yet, here was a
man who served as pastor at
the "mother church" of St.
Bernardine's for over two dec-
ades, was a missionary to the
Indians before Father Hahn ar-
rived at Banning in 1890, and
founded ten Catholic churches
and chapels plus the first
hospital and first parochial
school in today's Inland Em-
pire area. Without a doubt
his place in local history an-
nals looms large, and his
outstanding career suggests
more than a pro forma sen-
tence.

Father Stockman was born
on July 3, 1843, in Belgium,
and moved to California from
the Diocese of Ghent in Decem~-
ber, 1873, after completing
his seminary studies. The

P
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SAINT BERNARDINE'S CHURCH

following March 25, 1874, he
was ordained to the priesthood
by Bishop Thaddeus Amat of the
Diocese of Monterey-Los Angel-
es, the administrative unit
for the southern portion of
the state. He was first as-
signed as an assistant to San
Diego to gain some pastoral
and parish experience, but
proved to be such an apt pupil
that within six months he was
reassigned to be in charge at
San Bernardino.

This was not only a well-
deserved promotion within the
priesthood ranks, but also
marked a considerable change
from the cultured atmosphere
of San Diego to the rough-and-
ready society of what was
still a frontier community
completely unlike the historic
European cities of his youth.
The responsibility he inher-

1870-1910

ited from his predecessor with
its implied charge that growth
and expansion were the order
of the day in a largely Pro-
testant town with a large el-
ement of unchurched might have
overwhelmed a person of lesser
character.

The physical and social
assets of his assignment were
as follows. His parish church
of St. Bernardine's boasted a
new building built in 1870 and
dedicated on July 9, 1871, the
first edifice in town. It was
paid for by Mrs. Aeneas Quinn
in memory of her late husband
who was a wealthy pioneer mer-
chant. The parish itself was
still rather new, having been
founded in 1862, some 20 years
after Agua Mansa. The first
two buildings had been de-
stroyed respectively by a pol-
itical fracas and by suspected
arson; the third one was a
temporary wooden structure un-
til the permanent one was e-
rected in 1870. Father Stock-
man was only the third pastor
since St. Bernardine's had be-
come a full parish in 1867.
Fortunately, the squabble with
the city fathers over the own-
ership of Lugo (Pioneer) Park
had been settled amicably on
November 13, 1872, so that the
city acquired the northern
three acres while the parish
retained the southern two a-
cres which included the church
site itself. In addition,
Father Stockman inherited as a
mission San Salvador Chapel at
Agua Mansa, the third struc-
ture for that location which
was finished in 1853. This
farming community had been in
economic decline since the
late 1860's.

Not content to stand pat,
the newly-assigned pastor soon
began to expand his activi-
ties. Upon learning that nu-
merous Mexican people had mi-
grated to work on the ranches
in San Timoteo Canyon south of
today's Redlands, he had vol-
unteers build a chapel just
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(Steele's Photo Collection)
west of the juncture of San
Timoteo Canyon Road and Live

Oak Canyon Road. He celebrat-
ed Mass there twice a month
whenever he could, and the
chapel (no longer standing)
served the rural community for
nearly 20 years.

He also began making mis-
sionary trips into Indian
country after the reservation
system was established by
1875. These resulted in chap-
els being established about
1878 at the Santa Rosa Reser-
vation above Palm Springs and
at Soboba Reservation about
1888. 1In a 1910 article in
the diocesan newspaper, Father
Stockman, known to the Indians
as "Padre Agostin," was hon-
ored as being one of four
priests "who, in their time in
California, stand without
peers as missionaries in their
burning zeal, enduring pa-
tience and practical activity
for the Indians.... They
made long journeys to give
them the consolation of relig-
ion in life and death." Fath-
er Stockman made his trips by
horseback or horse and buggy
until the coming of the rail-
roads in the mid-1880's. Even
then he would ride horseback
from the last railhead at San
Jacinto into the mountains to
reach previously contacted In-
dians in the back country.

Shortly after becoming
pastor, Father Stockman had to
cope with the problems of a

too-small Catholic cemetery.
This graveyard, situated on a
tract donated to the Church in
1869 by William A Conn, was
located immediately north of
Pioneer Cemetery and the Home
of Eternity Jewish Cemetery
east of the juncture of "A"
Street (Sierra Way) and 7th
Street. In 1875, Conn donated
another tract at "E" Street
and 27th Street and followed
that ten years later with an-
other plot immediately east of
the previous donation. Bodies
were removed from the first
cemetery to the new one - e-
ventually called Holy Rosary
Cemetery - and the Catholic
pioneer tract was sold to the
Jews. One body not reinterred
at the new location was that
of Aeneas Quinn. Father
Stockman answered the entreat-
ies of his widow, Catherine,
and permitted burial in the
churchyard behind St. Bernar-
dine's. Mrs. Quinn had given
the money to build the first
brick St. Bernardine's Church
in 1870, in memory of her hus-
band who died that year and
was among the first to be bur-
ied at the pioneer location.
Father Stockman continued
to maintain a hectic pace on
the church's portion of Lugo
Park. In his own "backyard"
literally, he felt that enough
Catholic families lived in the
San Bernardino-Riverside area
that a parochial boarding
school should be provided.
With a large monetary gift a-
gain from Mrs. Quinn, St.
Catherine's School was erected
and dedicated on August 19,
1880, just east of the parish
church. From the school's in-
ception a small department of
secondary education was con=-
ducted, and the pastor was the
instructor in astronomy.
Prizes and awards were then
the order of the day annually
at the close of the school
term. Father Stockman pur-
chased a large stock of gold
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medals, albums, books, and
other articles to be awarded
by the visiting bishop. It
was the only Catholic school
in the two-county area until
Our Lady of Guadalupe began in
San Bernardino (1919) fol-
lowed shortly by St. Francis
de Sales in Riverside (1922).
Father Stockman next
turned his attention to found-
ing more churches to care for
the increased population re-
sulting from migration spurred
by the new railroads. 1In Sep-
tember, 1886, he conferred
with Bishop Francis Mora (ap-
pointed 1878) during a pastor-
al visit to St. Bernardine's
and Agua Mansa. The decisions
reached were that no further
effort be extended to maintain
the San Salvador Chapel as a
usable building and that a new
parish be established in Riv-
erside to serve an up-and-
coming community. Thus, St.
Francis de Sales was founded,
and Father Stockman built the
first church there in 1887.
The architectural style was
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Gothic to resemble edifices in
his native land.

The next important admin-
istrative change occurred in
1893 as a result of Riverside
County being carved out of
southern San Bernardino County
and northern San Diego County.
By this time, the indefatiga-
ble pastor had founded addi-
tional churches at Elsinore
(1887) and San Jacinto (1890),
as well as the Indian mission
chapel at Soboba (1888) and a
chapel at the new government
Perris Indian School (1893).
At a conference with Bishop
Mora during another pastoral
visitation the decision was to
use the new county line more
or less to apportion altered
assignments. Riverside's St.
Francis de Sales Parish was
raised to full parish status
with its own resident pastor;
assigned as missions to it
were San Jacinto, Elsinore,
the two Indian chapels and a
new Mexican mission at La Pla-
cita (near Highgrove). Agua
Mansa's chapel was closed and
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1888 CHAPEL W. ROSE OF LINDA
SOBOBA RESERVATION

a new parish established in
south Colton. Occasional ser-
vices held in Corona would be
continued by St. Francis de
Sales. San Timoteo chapel
would be closed within a year
and replaced by a new parish
in Redlands.

Among his other endeav-
ors, Fr. Stockman prevailed
upon the sisters of Mercy in
1891 to undertake the erection
in San Bernardino of a small
hospital, chiefly for miners.
He donated a thousand dollars
towards the construction. A
fair-sized frame building was
erected with accommodations
for thirty or more patients.
By 1897, however, after his
reassignment, the silver mines
were closed. This, together
with railroad strikes, caused
adverse economic conditions
detrimental to hospital opera-
tions, so the venture was dis-
continued.

Somehow, Father Stockman
as a community leader also

found the time for numerous
non-clerical activities. Two
examples will suffice to il-
lustrate this facet of his
many-sided career. It was .an
unfortunate circumstance that
the Agua Mansa settlers had
continuing problems with their
land titles on the tract known
as the "Bandini Donation.”
Juan Bandini only gave each
family a paper designating its
property, but did not follow
through with recorded deeds.
Abel Stearns, a son-in-law of
Bandini, purchased Rancho Jur-
upa in 1857. After several
dulsatory efforts at evic-
tion, Stearns increased the
pressure for the people either
to leave the land or pay for
the property originally grant-
ed free. He decided to enter
a lawsuit in 1869 to recover
the entire tract of the Dona-
tion. The pioneers, he
claimed, by moving temporarily
from their homesites after the
disastrous flood of 1862, had
thereby forfeited their prop-
erty rights. Referee T.G.
Howard upheld the defendants®
cause: "My opinion is that
(they) are entitled to the
land in dispute, (and) that
the plaintiff has not now and
never had any title thereto.”
Howard's decision was later
confirmed by Judge Morrison of
the 17th District Court in San
Bernardino just before Father
Stockman appeared on the
scene.

However, although this
decision established finally
the legal ownership of the
village tract, it did not
really determine the boundar-
ies. Complicated litigation
against the Riverside Land and
Irrigation Company lasted for
another quarter of a century.
To facilitate matters, the la-
ter colonists who had as yet
not satisfied the requirements
of settlement, conveyed their
titles in 1886 to the St. Ber-
nardine's/Agua Mansa pastor so

2]
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that he could act as trustee.
Once the suits were settled in
favor of the settlers, the ti-
tles were returned by their
priest if the families desired
to retain ownership. By that
time, however, economic pres-
sures had caused many of the
descendants to move elsewhere.
Father Stockman as a result
ended up retaining title to 12
contiguous lots later termed
Agua Mansa Rancho. At his
death, the property reverted
to the Bishop of Los Angeles-
San Diego (created in 1922)
and thence in 1936 to the
Bishop of San Diego when that
diocese was created.

Finally, California Portland
Cement Company bought the doz-
en parcels in 1977.

The other episode which
in this case involuntarily in-
volved the good pastor was a
trial in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
concerning an allegedly fraud-
ulent land claim. Without go-
ing into all of the particu-
lars of the background, suf-
fice it to say that a James
Addison Reavis of California,
claimed through marriage to a
lady of a presumably upper-
class Spanish family that the
pair were thereby heirs to a
vast rancho stretching (in to-
day's geography) from Phoenix,
Arizona, to Silver City, New
Mexico. Although no one else
had heard of the Peralta
Grant, he claimed it was an
18th century grant from the
King of Spain. As a part of
manufacturing his story, Reav~
is claimed that his wife, So-
phia, was born at Agua Mansa
in 1862 while her mother was
on a trip from New Mexico to
San Francisco. According to
the tale, within a day both
the mother and Sophia's twin
brother were dead and were
buried in the Agua Mansa
church cemetery. Before that
unfortunate occurrence, both
children had been promptly
baptized and entered into the

parish sacramental register as
were the two deaths 24 hours
later.

Father Stockman was
called upon in 1896 (after be-
ing reassigned from San Ber-
nardino) to testify at Reavis'
trial. The defendant sought
to cast doubt on the priest's
story. He untruthfully testi-
fied before Stockman took the
stand that he (Reavis) had
given a barber five dollars to
get the priest to look up the
records and give certified
copies. In his own words he
used this roundabout method
"Because I didn't wish anybody
to know I was looking for
them. I had been informed
that Father Stockman was a
villain of the first water...,
and I did not wish him to know
I had anything to do with this
case at all."

When Father Stockman took
the stand, he told the court
that the government's investi-
gator had called upon him to
examine the old books of bap-
tisms and deaths and had
called his attention to the
pages on which were recorded
the baptism of the twins and
the burial of the mother and
the infant boy. Stockman had
immediately seen the pages
were forged. Two pages had
been removed from the volumes
and two other pages inserted.
The handwriting had been imi-
tated rather well from the
other pages written during the
time frame of one priest's as-
signment. Close scrutiny,
however, revealed differences
in the inks. To satisfy his
suspicions, Stockman also had
examined the index to the book
of baptisms. It did not con-
tain the mother's name, but
two names in the index were
missing from the forged page
on which the twins' baptisms
had presumably been recorded.

This damning testimony,
unshaken by rough cross-exam-
ination, helped lead to Reav-
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is' eventual conviction.

Toward the end of his St.
Bernardine's pastorate, Rev.
Stockman continued to respond
to the demands of an ever-
growing population in the two
inland counties. He may have
made the trip by rail several
times to Needles in 1888 to
assist priests from Yuma, Ari-
zona, in founding a parish
there (western Arizona was
then assigned to the southern
California diocese). At any
rate, the first assigned
priest to Needles lived in the
St. Bernardine's rectory dur-
ing 1889 and commuted by rail
while awaiting housing at the
new parish. Father Stockman
also journeyed by rail to Cor-
ona in the early 1890's to
attend to the needs of the
faithful in that area; this
laid the foundation for an ac-
tual parish to be formed later
in 1896. As noted, he also
saw to it that services were
extended to Redlands in 1894,
followed by the creation of a
parish the next year.

In 1896, after a busy 21-
year pastorate, Father Stock-
man became rector at the
Church of Our Lady of Sorrows
in Santa Barbara. His tal-
ents, however, were soon need-
ed at the diocesan level in
Los Angeles. There, he served
as chancellor from 1898 to
1914. Since no archives of-
fice yet existed, it could be
well said of him in this re-
gard that "What historical
material survived (since
1842)...can be credited to
(his) solicitude...."

Failing health after 1908
finally compelled Rev. Stock=-
man to give up his administra-
tive duties. In 1914, he was.
appointed chaplain of the Col-
lege of the Immaculate Heart
in Hollywood, where he served
for eight years. After his
retirement in 1922, he lived
quietly at his home and devot-
ed himself, as far as he was

able, to literary work. He
published an advanced Manual
of Christian Doctrine, and
many articles from his pen
appeared in various Catholic
periodicals.

* He died on December 1,
1924, at the age of 81 after a
period of feeble health com-
plicated by an accidental
fall. A career of over 50
years in the ministry, nearly
half of them in San Bernardi-
no, had drawn to a close. As
chancellor-emeritus, his fu-
neral was held at St. Vibia-
na's Cathedral in Los Angeles-
on December 4th, with Bishop
John J. Cantwell presiding.
The sermon was preached by his
longtime good friend, Monsi-
gnor Thomas J. Fitzgerald of
Redlands, the same priest who
at Father Stockman's behest
had held the first Mass in
Redlands in 1894 when San Tim-
oteo Chapel could no longer
serve an expanding congrega-
tion. Interment was made in
the priest's plot at Calvary
Cemetery.

HISTORIC FIELD TRIPS AND EVENTS

ARROWHEAD SPRINGS WALKING TOUR.

&t-' lhy 5, 1:00 Po"..—.3=0° P.M.
Meet at the Arrowhead Springs :
Crusade) parking lot at 1:00 P.M. or
Heritage House parking lot at 12:30 P.M.

CAJON PASS~-BROWN TOLL ROAD.

Sat., May 27- May 28. Meet at the
rear entrance of the Shell gas station
located at the intersection of
Interstate 15 and the Hesperia
at 8:30 A.M.

SAN BERNARDINO HIGH SCHOOL'S 1919 CLASS
REUNION.

Sun. June 4- 12:00 Noon. If
interested in assisting with hosting
this memorable event, please call Penny
Holcomb at 862-3332.
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A "PEEK" ABOVE VERDEMONT

MARCH 22, 1776, “After three teagues | crossed
the (San Bemardino) mountdin range south-
southwest, The trees mentioned yesterday reach
to its top, whence the Ocean Is in view, the Santa
Ana River, and the San José (San Bernardino)
Valley. On the downsiope of the range there are
few trees. At its foot | found a rancheria where
they received me very gladly. | continued west-
southwest and weat, and having gone three leagues
along the slope of the range | stopped in the
Arroyo de los Alisos.”

concluded last November's guest

l speaker program with an open
tation to experience the

Mojave Trail in Verdemont, near the
foothills in the north-western section
of San Bermardino. This invitation was
immediately accepted by a group of
scholars in attendance from the
University of Redlands. The of
this group was to complete a field
program on the subject of Ethnohistory
arnd Methodology taught by Professor of
Sociology/Anthropology Roger Baty Ph.D.,

|
BY RICH LEVIN

Monument Peak

(Elev. 5290)

FATHER FRANCISCO GARCES. A Record of Travels,
describing the view of the San Bernardino Valley
{rom the Cajon Pass.

iifornia State Unive
> at San Bérnardim

~~

¥ © San Bern:
who is recognized by the University as
an outstanding faculty member and
recently was selected as the first
Farquhar Professor of the American
Sou st.

December 10th-Seasons greeting
above Verdemont! We waved goodbye to
another year. The group's impression of
the trail's culture, history, geography,
as well as environmental and regional
importance, has been cast in the final
shadows of 1988 astride the ancient
Mojave Pathway, a trail steeped into the
depths of native culture. Welcomed by
mother nature, we parted gusts of the
mighty Santa Anas. A glorious, revealing
view of native textures layered upon
these lands, while time was being
pursued unrelenting and its beckoning
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call to another . We advanced in
history to a brief refrain of
pleasurable wonders and sights that were
seen, felt, and heard. Suddenly,
standing so still, we recognized A
MONUMENTAL PEAK ABOVE VERDEMONT. From
whence clearly we see the Rio de Santa
Ana, Valley San Joseph, and the
beginning to our adventure's end. We
talked and wondered along this mountain
pass~desert valley in transition. There
was much enthusiasm and excitement. A
friendship exists for what has been
shared!

AR RN IR e

. understanding the peoples of our
native culture, we found that their
emotions, behaviors, and activities were
no different from that of our current
pursuits. Travel along the ancient
Mojave Trail from the Colorado River to
the Pacific Ocean and r home was
an adventure shared by us. Trading,
exchanging customs, resting, and playing
at the ocean, was reflected upon our
vast world thr observation. So may
we return home to share with our
families this emotional experience, now
renewed, E_fepared, and enthused, to once
again maintain the vital functions of
caring for each other. Just imagine what
it must have been like to go to the
beach=-without waiting in line!

I would like to thank scholars and
friends Karl Bell, Kiersten Larsen,
Allison Dillard, John Paper, and /'3
Baty from the University of Redlands for
their interest in our historical
education and adventure program.

City of San Bernardino Historical

and Pioneer Society

Officers and Directors:

Because of numerous circustances in my life

at this time and after many years of the
undersigned being your Financial Secretary, 1
wish to relieve myself of this responsibility
and leave this office in another's capable hands.

Thanking you for the trust you have placed in me
these numerous years and trusting the best to all
in the coming year, I remaln

Cordially yours,

%M

EFFECTIVE AS 017'l 31 OF MARCH 1989.
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