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FATHER OF SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY:
SENATOR WILLIAM A. CONN

BY DR. R. BRUCE HARIEY

Although many of the pio-
neers in San Bernardino Valley
fathered development in di-
verse ways, only one received
from the press the sobriquet
of being the "father of the
valley.” He was William Alex-
ander Conn, who lived in San
Bernardino for nearly fifty
years, and had much influence
on its economic, political,
religious, and philanthropic
life.

The San Bernardino Sun said
of him at the time of his
death in 1903 that, "He was
one of those strong individu-
alities in the pioneer history
- of California, who by his
WILLIAM A. CONN force of character and intel-
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[HiIsTORICAL BOCIETY MEETINGE |

THE MEETINGS DURING THE NEXT FOUR MONTHS
WILL BE HELD ON:

5:30 P.M. Thurs. Oct. 5~ MIKE COWAN will
Share his eXtensive research on the life
of his famous ancestor, San Bernardino
pioneer Fred Perris.

12:00 P.M. Thurs. Oct. 26~ DIRECTORS
MEETING

5:30 P.H. mlrs. mvn 2-“0 MEETIm

5:30 P.M, Fri. Nov. 3.= CITIZEN OF THE
YEER AWARD-WINE AND CHEESE.

5:30 P.M. Thurs. Dec. 7- ELECTION OF
OFFICERS AND SURPRISE SPEARER

5:30 P.M. Thurs. Jan. 4~ MIKE HARTLESS
from the county Miseum will give a talk
on his place of residence and work- the
historic rancheria called Muscupiabit.

MEMBERSHIPS
Individual $25.00 Affiliate $35.00
Patron..$20.00 Corporate..$125.00
Student..$10.00 Life..$500.00
Corporate Patron.$250.00

The City of San Bernardino
Historical Society was founded on
November 16, 1977 and Incorporated
by the State as a Non-profit
Organization on July 20, 1978.

ODYSSEY is designed by
Nick Cataldo & printed
by ACTION INSTANT PRESS

EDITOR'S COLUMN

AMARGOSA MINE !

There will be a two day field trip
to the historic Amargosa Mine on
Saturday, October 7 and Sunday, October
8. This mine's story goes back to the
days of the Gold Rush of 1849 and is now
owned by Emmett C. Harder of Devore.
Members of the Mohahve Historical
Society, and the San Bernardino
Historical and Pioneer Society were
invited by Mr. Harder to visit this
fascinating site which is located north
of Salt Springs. Campsites will be
available and the weekend will include a
pot luck dinner, campfire, a tour of the
mine, and lectures regarding the history
and geology of the surrcunding area.

If you are interested in attending
please meet at Joe's Cafe at the
intersection of Stoddard Wells Road and
Interstate 15 at 8:00 A.M. on Saturday,
Oct. 7. If you have any stions please
call Barbara Walker at (619) 256 5570.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

On Friday, Nov. 3 from 5:30 until 7:30
P.M., the "CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD"
will be presented to Howard and Doroth
Inghram. Howard was the first blac
physician in San Bernardino and Dorothz
was a former teacher and the first blac
superintendant of a school in
California.

Please join us in honoring Howard
and Dorothy Inghram on November 3 at the
Christian R. Harris Memorial Hall. A
wine and cheese reception will precede
the award. Donation for the affair is
$10.00 per person. Please make out your
checks to the "San Bermardino Historical
and Pioneer Society™ and mail the same
to:

S.B. Historical and Pioneer Society
P.0.B. 875
San Bernardino, Ca. 92402

Please put this on your calendar
now and plan to be with us this evening.

NICK CATALDO

For payment of dues or applications
please send check to:
CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO HISTORICAL AND
PIONEER SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 875
SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 92402
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lect stamped his impress upon
the early civilization of the
Golden State. Though a number
of his first years upon the
Pacific Coast were passed at
San Francisco, yet for [half]
of a century Southern Califor-
nia has had the benefit of his
public-spirited patriotism,
his business attainments and
his generous philanthropy."
Dying at the age of 88, he was
one of the oldest pioneers in
the county and lived into The-
odore Roosevelt's presidency.
Mr. Conn was born on the
island of St. Thomas in the
British West Indies, September
21, 1814. His father had set-
tled there some years previ-
ously to engage in the ship-
ping and mercantile business
and had become a large proper-
ty owner. At the age of four,
he accompanied his parents to
the United States, and they
lived in Baltimore for several
years. Catching the fever to
migrate west, the family first
traveled to Pittsburgh, with
his parents traveling horse-
back while William and his

brothers and sisters were in a
schooner wagon. At Pitts-
burgh, they decided to go far-
ther west and shipped their
belongings down the Ohio River
to Cincinnati with an ultimate
destination of St. Louis.
However, after meeting a
friend, the elder Conn was
persuaded to settle instead at
Kaskaskia, Illinois, which was
expected to grow intc a great
trading center. Later on, the
family bought a farm at Ches-
ter, Illinois, where the fath-
er died in 1826.

Two years after his fath-
er's death, William moved with
his mother to Jacksonville,
Illinois, where he began his
business career. It continued
there for many years and then
successively in Meredosia, in
St. Louis and on the Missis-
sippi River. His primary in-
terests were in packing and

shipping pork and general mer-
chandise.

In 1848, he made a business
trip to England and Ireland
and while there learned of the
discovery of gold in Califor-
nia. In 1850 and again in
1851, he made large shipments
of merchandise to San Francis-
co, and in the latter spring,
started for the West Coast by
way of the Isthmus of Panama.
Landing from the coastal
steamer Northern on May 5,
1851, he remained in San Fran-
cisco for six years.

Mr. Conn first came to San
Bernardino in the spring of
1857 and learned of the im-
pending move of the Mormons
back to Utah. In January,
1858, he bought from the syn-
dicate of church leaders ~--
Amasa Lyman, C. C. Rich and
Ebenezer Hanks -- the unsold
portion of Rancho San Bernar-

dino. The purchase consisted
of more than 8,000 A. and was
concluded for himself and two
others under the title of a
partnership firm of Conn,
Tucker and Allen, The firm
sold off shares from time to
time, chiefly to actual set-
tlers rather than speculators.
Many of the buyers were poor
men with families, but the
terms of sale could be des-
cribed as easy, thus making it
possible for many people to
acquire a good home at a mod-
est cost. For those who did
have the wherewithal for a
downpayment, Conn allegqgaghem
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a low rent until those pay-
ments totaled enough to initi-
ate actual purchase. It was
said he never foreclosed on
anyone who missed payments
because of illness or tempor-
ary unemployment.

Although a member of the
Anglican Church (i.e., Episco-
pal Church in the U.S.), Wil-
liam Conn nevertheless helped
the local Catholic church on
several occasions. The first
services were held June 6,
1858, at Conn's home. The
latter was already living with
Dr. Oliver M. Wozencraft's
family in the former Amasa Ly-
man residence which featured a
meeting hall from Mormon days.
Later, he permitted the Cath-
olics to start building a
church on land he owned in Pi-
oneer Park.

He also donated land to the
Catholic community three
times. In early 1858, he had
bought the Mormon's town
square as a part of the real
. estate transaction made by his
firm. With the exception of
one lot already sold, Conn and
a surviving partner deeded the
central tract in 1865 to the
newly-established St. Bernar-
dine's parish. (The southern
portion of the tract has re-
mained in Church hands, but
the northern portion was deed-
ed back to the city in 1872
for public purposes and is
currently the site of Feldhym
Library.) In 1869, Conn do-
nated a plot of land to the

T . Ruins of residence of Elders
ry r” Lyman and Rich, San Bernardino,
- April, 1865.

Church for a cemetery. It was
located immediately north of
the Home of Eternity Jewish
Cemetery which itself was just
north of Pioneer Cemetery near
the intersection of Kirtland
(now Sierra Way) and 7th st.
Finally, when the old Catholic
Cemetery filled more quickly
than anticipated, Conn donated
another piece of property at
"E" St. and 27th St. for a
final resting place -- later

called Holy Rosarg Cemetery.
Mr. Conn also had anotner

Catholic connection in that he
was friends with Aeneas Quinn.
The two may have been ac-
quainted previously, for they
were both in the gold rush
country in the 1850's and both
in merchandizing. Although
they came from rather dif-
ferent social backgrounds,
they were both wealthy as a
result of migration to the
land of gold. Quinn moved to
San Bernardino in 1861 from a
sojourn to Chile and immedi-
ately bought several blocks of
land from Conn. When Quinn
died in 1870, it was Conn who
helped make funeral arrange-
ments. Again, when the bodies
in the 0l1d Catholic Cemetery
were moved to the new one in
1875, it was Conn who assisted
in the ceremony for the one
body not moved there. Mrs.
Catherine Quinn wanted her
husband buried instead in St.
Bernardine's churchyard, ana
Conn played a large role in
easing that difficult moment
for the widow. p
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ST, BERNARDINE'S CHURCH 1870-1910

In 1875, Aeneas Quinn's
widow, Catherine, donated the
money to build St. Catherine's
Convent School just east of
St. Bernardine's Church. She
also gave several lots scat-
tered around town; the income
from sales or rents was to
sustain the planned school
since the tuition would be
only nominal. However, Sena-
tor Conn, as an astute busi-
nessman, realized that such
income would not be suffi-
cient. Accordingly, when the
building was completed and
dedicated in August 1880, he
deeded block 55 to the church
for additional profits from
sales and rents. This eight-
acre tract was bounded by 7th
and 8th Streets and by what
are now "G" and "H" Streets.
As real estate development oc-
curred in that area, the
school benefitted as predict-
ed.

It was no surprise that a

community leader such as Conn
was persuaded to run for of-
fice. As early as 1858 he was
elected to the General Assem-
bly of the State Legislature
and served in two annual ses-
sions. However, during the
period of the American Civil
War, lawlessness increased in
San Bernardino. As Wallace
Elliott put it in his 1883
county history, "Several of
the baser sort of men obtained
office. The county affairs
and finances were badly man-
aged. The Supervisors...were
intimidated and feared for
their personal safety." Law
and order broke down over the
1860 Assembly race with armed

men monitoring the canvassing
of Conn's bid for reelection.

The best description of
what happened was penned by
Marcus Katz, a Jewish pioneer
who as a young man had lived
in the valley since the
1840's. As he phrased it in
colorful language:

"...a forgery was committed
in the campaign for legisla-
tive honors. It was the hard-
est fought election that ever
occurred in the county. The
Piercy faction consisted of
shrewd political tricksters --
unscrupulous is scarcely a
strong enough word to apply to
them. The Conn party was made
up of our best citizens. It
was arranged that the editor
of the only paper, the Herald,
should print the tickets for
the election. But this editor
was always drunk during office
hours, and in his leisure
hours - not sober. Rather
than depend on him to get the
tickets ready, a friend and
myself obtained his permission
to use the press ourselves.
When the Piercy party found
out that the press was placed
in our hands, their leaders
asked us to lend them the
press, promising to return it
in plenty of time. Fearing a
trick on their part, we sent
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ST, CATHERINE'S SCHOOL 1880

to Los Angeles and had two
thousand tickets printed for
the outside precincts. Our
expectations were realized;
they kept the press until the
evening before the election
and then the editor was too
drunk to open the office.
Having no key, we kicked the
door open and found everything
in the office topsey-turvey,
in order to prevent our print-
ing the tickets. But in their
haste, they had left a notice,
or hand bill, already set up
and in perfect order, announc-
ing that 'today is the day to
vote for Charles W. Piercy.'
We erased the name of Piercy
and put in the name of Wm. A
Conn in its place; then we
sent a messenger to the Span-
ish settlement (Agua Mansa) to
post our bills over those of
Piercy. The Piercy men won-
dered much how such a gross
mistake could have occurred,
but they never found out who
did the mischief.

"On the day of the election
one of the Piercy party chal-
lenged any man to bet on Pier-
cy's election. I foolishly
offered to bet with him. No
sooner did I say the word than
he drew his pistol and fired,
but I quickly dodged -- I was
afraid he would soil my new
coat. He was held before the

grand jury without results;
grand juries in those days
were afraid to discharge their
duties.

"William A. Conn was duly
elected our representative,
but the Piercy interests were
managed by a fellow named
Skinker -- a derivative of
"skunk." He was one of the
election officers of Temescal
precinct and two weeks after
the election, he changed the
poll list in favor of Piercy,
and by this fraud placed Pier-
cy in the legislature.”

As fortune would have it,
Piercy did not live long.
Shortly after taking his seat
in the Assembly in 1861, he
became involved in a quarrel
growing out of political dif-
ferences leading to the Civil
War =-- the question of Seces~-
sionism and Unionism. He
challenged Assemblyman Shoal-
water to a duel and was killed
by the second shot. As Wal-
lace Elliott characterized
Piercy, "He was a man of good
heart but often hot-headed and
wrong."” Piercy, himself, had
written a letter to a friend
shortly after arriving in Sac-
ramento, in which he firmly
stated his sentiments: "I
have tried to pursue a conser-
vative Union course, and if I
have erred, the fault lies
with the head, not the heart."

William Conn declined ap=-
pointment or a special elec-
tion to fill out the unexpired
term of his erstwhile oppo-
nent, so Dr. Benjamin Barton
served for the remaining
months. Conn remained out of
elective politics until 1866,
when he ran for the State Sen-
ate and was successful. After
serving four years, he felt
the need to get away from the
hurley-burley of legislative
activity and retire to the
less hectic pace of San Ber-
nardino. Although he never
ran for office again, Senator
Conn nevertheless remained a
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Third Street leads past Hotel Stewart and its tower on the right in
San Bermardino at the tumn of the century. (SPS)

force on the political scene
and a civic leader for another
three decades.

On Sunday evening, January
4, 1903, he passed away at the
home of Dr. Wozencraft on "C"
St. (now Arrowhead), between
3rd and 4th Sts. Out of re-
spect for Conn's memory, the
city's fire bell was tolled 88
times immediately after the
death announcement.

The funeral was held at the
house on January 7th, with
Rev. Percival H. Hickman of
St. John's Episcopal Church
officiating. The Sun des-
cribed the services as "very
impressive":

"Surrounding the casket in
which rested the remains of

the deceased pioneer, stood
twenty little girls, gowned in
white dresses and wearing
white veils. They were from
(St. Catherine's Convent
School), and their presence
was a mark of respect from the
Catholics of the city. Back
of the children stood a score
or more of the pioneers of the
county (San Bernardino Pioneer
Society), who, with the de-
ceased, had battled for the
success and welfare of San
Bernardino and endured the
hardships of the state in its
infancy. The large attendance

at the funeral was composed of
men and women in all ranks of
life, all paying their last
respects to the deceased phil-
anthropist."

The honorary pallbearers
were George Cooley, John An-
dreson, Sr., Judge H.C. Rolfe,
Sheldon Stoddard, Oscar New-
burg, W.J. Curtis, and John
Brown, Jr. The active pall-
bearers were George M. Cooley,
Wilfred A. Boren, W.F. Hol-
comh. N.T..M. Wnndward. J.G.
Eckerman, and Marcus D. Katz.

Interrment took place in
the Wozencraft vault in the
center of Pioneer Cemetery.
With the passage of years, the
lack of conservation measures
and increasing vandalism led
to the mausoleum being demol~-
ished in 1976. The bodies of
the Wozencraft family and that
of W.A. Conn were lowered into
the ground, and their markers
were placed over the spot
where each one was re-buried.
A large cement slab now covers
the place where the vault was
previously located.

Both Conn and his friend,
Aeneas Quinn, were honored at
the 125th anniversary obser-
vance of the founding of St.
Bernardine's Parish in 1987.
Since the former had given
the land, and the latter's es-
tate provided the money to
build both a church and a
school, a plaque was emplaced
o maintain the memory of pi-
oneers in the early post-Mor-
mon period.

.....
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“Parking on Third Strest in San Bernardino in the 1870'8.
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.t all started when my friend Shop, with which it was associated, was
Dorothy Cowper gave me a large post listed at 426-430 D Street, and I could
card ing an old photo of the see part of their sign in the picture,
San Bernardino Mountain Auto Line office next door to the stage line. In the
and garage in San Bernpardino, presumably Directory and individual named J.B.
taken about 1916. McPherson Jr. had the 436 D Street
I had heard of the line. In fact, address. I found that 436 Third Street
it was still running long after my housed a Japanese restaurant.
family moved to San Bernardino. But I The D Street listing continued
had not had personal experience with it. through 1917, and then reappeared in
Somehow I had the impression that 1938 and 1940.
the office was on Third Street. And the . The numbering discrepancy aroused
photo had the street number "436" my interest and I remembered that Burr
clearly ted right on the front of | Beldon had written about the stage line
the building. It will be simple, I in his Histo? in the Making series on
thought, to look for a list in the | October 25, 1953, the
Directories, confirm the location, and story from the Greens themselves.
find out oximately what years it had Back in the days when automobiles
been in business. and I were young, trucks were inning
Not so. The company first appeared to take over the hauling of freight
in the 1913-1914 volume, located at 426 | locally. That was on the level of
D Street. The Central Garage and Machine course.
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At that time also, the lighter
passenger cars were coming into common
use, I can remember riding in a 1913
Model T that my mother drove for our
elderly relatives who owned it. That
Model T, with mother at the helm, would
go many places and climb many hills
where its larger and more elegant
counterparts had to pull over and cater

to steaming radiators.

In those days roads in the San

Bernardino Mountains, built for wagons
and mule teams, were steep—up to a 20%
grade. And replacing the early Mormon
road, the new road up Waterman Canyon to
construction at the Lake Arrowhead dam
site had a notorious switchback section
near top.
Such a challenge inevitably
attracted experimentation with the new
machines. When an emergency arose with a
City Water Department pump up in Devil
Canyon, it was suggested that one of
George Cooley's white trucks, for which
he had the agency, might make it up the
toll road with heavy machinery, and
carrying along the two Cooley boys,
carried out the mission without
difficulty.

This gave the brothers, Max and
Perry Green, an idea and they proposed
to Cooley that supplies for the dam and
for the mountain commnities could also
be hauled up the mountain in White
trucks. The young fellows had no money

but, backed by Cooley and joined by Kirk
Phillips, who had just opened a mountain
hauling business, they started the San
Bernardino Mountain Auto Line that
served a number of mountain settlements
after negotiating the sharp curves and
steep climb up the Waterman Canyon
switchbacks.

It was an entirely local operation.
Cooley furnished the truck chassis and
Allen Iron Works built an appropriate
body on it.

The venture was immediately
successful and began expanding. It
wasn't long before the Allens were
designjgg and building truck bodies to
accommodate passengers and a regular
schedule was set up. Two of these

pas busses in my picture,
park at the curb in front of the
office.
freight and business

expanded into all parts of the
mountains, even reaching as far east as
Idyllwild in the San Jacinto Mountains,
which, incidentally, is where Mrs.
Cowper found the post card.

After the end of World War 1 the
Greens sold the line, but they bought it
back in 1937, as I noted in the
Directories.

But what about the street number
painted on the building in the picture?
Did the sign painter slip on that second
digit and put 436 instead of 426? It
bothers me when things don't come out
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(excer'Pté:, fr.;om "Remininzciclanc;fb 1°fh ecal
Ranger Major Horace ublis
in 1927, well know ranger and historian
in the period of before the Civil War.)

oon after my arrival in Ios Angeles

itwasnfnyxdfommetowatthe
home o most eminent Spainard
in California, Don Antonio Maria ILugo,
by the Spanish desifnated as El viejo
Ingo, by the Americans as 'Old Man
Lugo', the patriarch of the numerous
Ingo family, once so rich, and
influential. Don Antonio Maria Iugo was
eminent, not as a politician or as a man
of leaximng, bgt asgnan ofi[.;ryinoel

sessions, of great generosity,

&x\ﬁleudshedhonor.'robeakjnmof

lands and cattle with which to commence
the battle of life. To give the reader
an idea of his great rtance, it was
always said, and I believe it
truthfully, that old man Lugo could ride
from San Di to Sonoma, a distance of
seven hundred miles, sleep every night
on his own land, change horses y
from his own herds, and eat beef
slaughtered from his own cattle on the

- EL. VIEJO LUGO
,) m@ TN .1

By Russ McDonald

Don Autonio Maria Lugo.
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entire journey. As a man of vast
possessions, of unbounded generosity and
strict integrity, Lugo was without a
peer on the whole California coast.
Originally a Spanish soldier, he
obtained his discharge, settled in this
country, commenced the business of stock
raising, was sober, industrious, managed
his herds successfully, extended his
landed interests, and founded a family
whose present numbers and various
ramifications any other family in
the state. ILos Cuerbos, where Compton is
now situvated, was the home rancho of old
-

old Don, then ninety years old,
was tall, straight and supple, with a
splended military carriage, elastic step
and measured tread, which gave evident
proof that the training recieved in the
King's army had made such a lasting
impression as would endure to teh end of
his life. When mounted, the old man was
the beau-ideal of a horseman, and was
the envy of all thei(mng Dons, who were
emulous of aquiring the style and
c:ar:na%ee known th:nd d?signafted as el
cuerpo Lugo— carriage of ILugo.

The old hero died, I believe, about
1860, at the age of 98 vyears,
maintaining up to within a short time of
his death all of his physical vigor, and
could ride on horseback, and, if
necessity required, could swing and
thro;via lasi%e witht as much vim and
precision as most expert youngster.
His mental faculties, of the highest
order, were ect and unimparied until
the last ute. 0ld Man Lugo died
comparatively poor; but he left a
her{tage to his legion of
if only understood
them, worth more than leagues
cattle on a thousand hills. He left a
name that stands honored, unsullied, and
a bright example to be imitated by
generations to come, and any man or
woman, high or low, rich or poor, should
feel proud to say, "I descended from Don
Antonio Maria o, who lived a century-
a long life of usefulness-and died
honored and wept by all, the friend of
mankind, and without an enemy."
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" SAN BERNARDINO
IN RETROSPECT

By Bettie E. Ries

First Chinese arrive in San Bemardino — 1867

fter World War 11 I came from the

icy East to this green, flowery,

sunny valley on the first day of
February 1946. A few of the dwellings I
saw were small, low, vine covered adobes
on the southeast side of Mountain View
Avenue, facing Third Street. These
| buildings were West of Sierra Way and
East of Arrowhead Avenue. I surmised
they were Mexican haciendas. Not so.
They had been homes of the Chinese and I
learned more about them when I became an
employee of the great County of San
Bernardino working on these very
premises, 1964. Fellow employees
facetiously spoke about the fact
had worked in the same buildings as they
were indeed early offices of the
Planning Department circa 1950's. In
jest they spoke of "working in opium
dens". In event I learned from my
friend Mr. Ames (Bob), a pioneer
of San Bernardino, that the Chinese had
indeed 1lived in this particular
location.

Bob Was born in 1894, He knew
Mountain View as "B" Street. On the
southwest corner of "B" and 4th was a

flour mill driven by a large water wheel
and in the years of 1900 to 1903 Bob and
other boys fished in the mill pond near
the water wheel. They also caught
turtles and took them to Chinatown where
they were sold to Wong Nim for 10 cents
apiece. Chinatown was an exciting and
interesting place for little boys in the
1900's and Bob told me "the fact is that
it was where the county buildings are
o lgrc]atega; 1 fished £

e s also s or carp,
chubs, bass in this general area that
extended to 7th Street. It was a swampy
area and willow trees grew in the swanp.
Bob's father had an opportunity to sell
cords of willow wood and he got in touch
with Wong Nim, "King of Chinatown". Wong
Nim and a well dressed Chinaman looked
dover the willows and agreed to cut 100
This was accomplished by 20 or 30
Chinese men who cut down the trees with
axes starting at the edge of the swamp.
They passed trees and limbs to each
other fo an endless chain to the
cutters in swamp and in a few days
cut and stacked the required number of
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Water power mill, 4th and Mt.
View, San Bernarding, circa
1895. Site of present County
Court House parking lot.

cords. Bob said "they tied their
pigtails on top of their heads and wore
only breech cloths on their bodies which
were tied with strings.” He said that
they were strong, tough and willing and
worked from dawn until dark. The
stoﬁed only for a few minutes for luncg
of rice and soup.

my early years working for
the county, 1964 and onward-the location
described previously as Mountain View
and 3rd, I was told the Chinese had
vegetable garders from 3rd Street in the
same area where I was employed. This was
confirmed by Bob Ames who said that just
east of Waterman Avenue the Chinese
raised all kinds of vegetables .and
melons. He especially remembered the
delicious corn. These men were tall,
pigtailed and sometimes their pigtails
hung to their waists. They too were
diligent "working fellows"
may hours in their fields. "Very
industrious,” Bob said.

When the, melons were ripe Bob and
his young friends would sneak into the
gardens going upstream from Third Street
and Waterman, sneaking through the
willow trees so theywougd not be seen.
They would then have a watermelon feed
before the Chinese spotted them. They
were never caught.

As the result of Chinese agri-
business, vegetable wagons were driven
all over the town of San Bernardino to
seliledthe prodqu. One horse lg&ahlg

a large size wagon
Elc‘!lmm might be sgea&ed at the end
of the day," to Bob, "that he
would fall asleep still holding the
reins and the horse would take him back

to the gardens.”

. Bob told so many stories about the
Chinese and other factions in San
Bernardino that he later wrote a book
titled "I Remember..."” In that book he
stated, "Wong Nim was the King of
Chinatown. Many buildings were on each
side of Third Street, from Arrowhead
Avenue then called "C" Street to about
Sierra Way, then called "A" Street."

rrom other sources arding San
Bernardino and the dmmtm]n:meg area we do
know how the Chinese operated laundries
andktl':‘ tlocél]. gégithem apprec iateg their
WOL] o
e e K

My friend, Bob Ames, also told me
about ri his little burro to school
from Baseline to "F" Street and the
burro accidentally fell, pinning the
rider under him. For two s Bob was
on crutches until finally his mother
took him to a Chinese doctor in Los
Angeles. The doctor made a drawing of
the hip joint and explained that if he
had had an opport:ur;ie? to treat early-
on, might have hel but it had been
too long to repair damage in a growing
boy. The one leg wan an inch shorter
than the other and Bob had been in pain
all this time. Bearing that, the Chinese
doctor prescribed an tea and within
two weeks after taking the tea and
other herbs my friend Mr. Ames did not
need crutches any more.

. From these facts we can see the
Chinese were contributors to the quality
of life in our area during the 1800's
and the turn of the century.

Perhaps you recall that in 1987 a
professor . from Cal. State, University,
San Bernardino, searched near Third
Street in the same area described by
Bob, for artifacts of old Chinatown. I
do not recall if he found anything but
he was in the same location described by
my friend as being the Chinese section.
Professor Russell Barber described the

A Chinese stare. Looking emat
om Jrd Street from E Street, Sen
Bermardino, 1870's
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area south of the courthouse near Third
Street as being Chinatown. His remarks
were, on July 27, 1987: "I wouldn't be
surprised if soon all remnants of
<1unaumﬁ1amegxme

Chinatown's evidence

e%@ (1946) and heard with my
ears %%9 -1984) I too would not be
surpr -saﬂy sm1nised

7, L
‘“ TISETN,

Quong Tung Hang’s Laundry.

CHINATOWN NOTES

Russ McDonald, Assistant Editor

I was employed by the Maintenance
Department, County of San Bernardino
from1é952 gghé364. In the mid-fifties,
myse an county carpenters were
directed to tear down and salvage
materials from the old "Chinatown"
buildings south of the courthouse on 3rd
Street. Removing a portion of a wooden
floor we discovered, what we guessed
was a hidden basement.

To our disappointment we did not
find opium pipes or secret hidden
treasures or any such thing we mdght
imagine took place in such a "den.
did find a coin (I still have it) wnth
the square hole in the center and
chinese writing. The basement was
g;fept for a very old and frumpl

nese language newspaper. I placed the
in a sack and took it hogevdth me
put it on a shelf in the garage. A
year ot so later It was discarded as I
never found - anyone who might tnumlaue
the writing
wife, Norma, born in San
Bemargim in 1920, recalled how as a
young girl, she and her family used to
dine out in a Chinese restaurant on
Third Street and how good the food was.
She said she alwa looked forward to
eating Chinese £ in Chinatown.

SAN BERNARDINO IN RETROSPECT
" Essay Contest

The Historical Society is
sponsorlng an essay contest entltled

Bernardino in " for its
secqniyear The purpose is to encourage
each and everyone of you to either
recall or interview someone who would
enjoy remembering a bit of San
Bernardino's colorful past, and to
record those memories in essay form.

The rules are simple: no limit on
words, double spaced on typewriter
paper, place your name and address on
top left corner of front page, deadline
April 1, 1990 to Beryl Holcomb. For
further information please phone (714)
882 5331. Winners will be announced a
the May meeting of the Hlstorical
Society.

Congratulations to last year's
winners: "“History in the "; Penny
Holomﬂr-'Janetlﬂles”-lknxy es- "San
Bernardino in Retrospect" and Blanche
Tompkins-"My First Year at the County
;ﬁ:g:é&l"gagfpﬁ?s - t?ggfysf the

a of a permanen e o
San Bernmardino Historical and Pioneer

Society.

HISTORICAL AND PIONEER SOCIETY

OFFICERS
President. - e .........Penny Bolcomb
Vice-President...Nicholas R. Cataldo
Treasurer.....Sam & Eleanor Isenberg
Financial Secretary....Thelma Newman
Recording Secretary..Melville Hocker
Librarian............Buckley Barrett
Historian.«eseeesses....Thelma Press
Advisory Consultant.Johnnie A. Ralph
Consultant Emeritus.......Iva Harris

DIRECTORS

Esther Clay Russel P. McDonald
R. Bruce Harley Salena Gregory
Mildred Hudson J. David Wood
Pauline Hunter Dorothy Inghram
Louis Torta Gertrude Odell
Beryl Holcomb Rich Levin
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