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By Mary L. (Norwood) lewis

Long hot summers in the San
Berpardino Valley of the early 1920s
could be mighty miserable. The days of
swamp cooler, ceiling-fans and
refrigerated air-conditioning were
several decades in the future. The few
public swimming pools afforded little
and only temporary relief from the heat.

For the more affluent families,
summexrs spent at the beach resorts gave
surcease from the oppressive heat, while
even the most modest of families often
had cabins in the near-by mountains
where they could escape from the heat
and enjoy the cool green of pines and
ferns. A common practice at that time
was for the wife and children to move to
the mountains with the husband coming up
the switchbacks after his day of
business in the valley. Many evenings
were spent lying out under the sky,
watching for falling stars or locating
the big dipper, just enjoying the cool
of the evening. Even if the wife had
spent the day cooking over a wood stove,
it was still a great improvement over
life in the valley.

During the day children could
safely roam over the mountain in search

Contfnued on Page 3

John Brown, Jr. and Mary Morwood about
1924 at Heart Rock in the San Bernardino
Mountains.
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PRESIDENT'S COLUME

REDEDICATION OF PICNEER GRAVES

A most historic event occurred in
San Bernardino on Saturday, 18.
With a crowd of nearly 200 people in
attendance, 12 early pioneers were
finally given the hcnorable attention
long over due as were reburied at
Picneer Memorial Ceme .

Extensive research by
anthropologists and historians have
determined that these three men, three
women, five children, and one adolescent
were probably from the original Mormon
settlement in the 1850s. facts found
with the remains--a child's beaded
necklace, a 1776 Spanish medallion, and
buttons from the burial clothes——are on
display in the Califormia Room at the
Norman Feldheym Central Library.

These pecple vere originally buried
moxe than one hundred t:h.lrg‘ years
ago on top of a grassy bluff overlooking
a new and growing community. The
community became San Bernardino and the
bluff became of Seccombe Lake Park.
A strange nappened, however. As
the years went =v, *ne names of the
were forgotten.

Dr. Leo ILymar, a descendent of the
city's first ravor, Amasa Lyman,
recently completed a 600 pa?a book on
the history of <he ear NMoxmon
settlement {rn Sz Bernardino. He
believes that scme £ the remains belong

to:
David Cade, a 40 year-old man who
died after being shrown from his horse
“m'n?é;mm‘fzfc mtainsspr 1d girl
ire, a year-old gir
mdgeied in a cart accident on a city
Keziah Hollacay Boyle, a 19 year-
old, who died of pneuronia while caring
for her ailing sister-in-law.
Why were these pioneers forgotten?
The fact that a cemetery ever existed on
that grassy bluff, seemed to escape
ever one's memory. Was there
considerable vandalism to the grave
markers during the id departure of
many Morxmons res ing to Brigham
You;?‘s recall to Salt lLake City in
18577 Werxe the Jm markers destroyed
bx the devastating flcods of 1862 and
1867? Did fires burn cut the area? Wwe
n{mh\owurezeal reascn. There is
little doubt, however, that if it wern't

Continued on Page 4
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of wild strawberries or a slope covered
with pine needles to slide down. O:ebd.lr':g
pine gqum,and watching blue jays a

irrels were activities to help the
children while away the long summer
days. A swing anchored between tall
pines was a breezy socaring way to pass
the time.

But one of the best to do
was go to Uncle John Brown's camp at
Crestline. John Brown, Jr. spent his
summers in his camp, located across from
the Native Son's cabin at the crest of
the mountains. It consisted of a group
of tents, partly up the sides,
neatly kept, with a proudly £lying
American flag at the top of the
flagpole.

John was the son of a mountain man
and a lovely Sefiorita of New Mexdco. The
family had come to California in 1849
and eventually settled in the San

Bernardino Valley. John Brown was a
teacher, lawyer and first and foremost,
a patriot. He had been secretary of the

Mary Norwood about 1924 4in the San
Bernardino Mountafns. Knap sack and

:alung stick, courtesy of John Brown,
Lol

Pioneer Society from its inception, a
meticulous record keeper. He co-authored
a History of San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties in 1922.

He welcomed all to his , and
especially the children. As a child of 7
or 8 years I spent many happy hours at
his camp. He told wonderful stories
about the history of the + how
certain E}‘aoes got their names. He could
also spin yarns, whoppers, that were
traditional stories told over camp fires
for probably many generations. Along
with other children I learmed to sing
Billy Boy and My Darling Clementine, I
also learned that it was most important
to breathe deeply, all the way to the
bottom of my lungs so that I could enjoy
the cool clean .

If you would take your lunch when
you went to Uncle John Brown's camp, he
would put it in a so that you
could carry it comfortably and he would
also find a walking stick, from his
large collection, that was just right
for you. Then we would follow him on a
walking tour over the mountains, from
Heart Rock to, where ILake Gregory now
lies. My mother never ceased to marvel
at how many miles we children were able
to follow our Pied Piper. He would tell
us about the birds, animals and snakes.
We learned about the trees and plants of
the mountains, and all looked intentl
for that one foot of manzanita that
no bends in it, for it was said to be
worth a lot of money. How I wish I could
remember all the stories he told of the
pioneers who lived and worked in the
mountains in the early days. But I
beljeve I did learn to appreciate the
simple pleasures that were afforded us
at that time and are no longer in
existence.

It was fun to spend an afternoon
pitching horse-shoes, the dust flying as
the shoes hit the dirt.

One of John Brown's favorite
stories was that of his beautiful mother
with the 1long black hair. As they
traveled from Colorado to California
their party was by Indians. As
the wagons were raced to evade the
Indians, they bumped along and John, who
was a little fellow, was thrown from the
wagon. His mother who was on horseback,
turned and raced back into the face of
the on coming Indians to rescue her son.
The Indians were so greatly impressed




fo man was
clever and shot his one mnetd‘sq that

There were many more stories told,

many songs sung many games larad.
At the end of the day we Ye ged
allegiance and saluted the flag and
S in line to pay our dues for the
day. Or was it to receive our dues? A
gentle kiss on the cheek with a slight
scratching from the white beard of a
wonderful old gentleman.

May Weeks Morwood, Bernmard Edwards, John
Brown, Jr. and Mary Worwood, about 1924
in the Sanm Bernardino Mountafins,
(Author's note: John Brown fs not that
short - Mother was 6' talll)

President's Column continyed

for the construction workers grading a
baseball diamond at Seccombe Lake Park
on August 31, 1989, leading to the
initial discovery of the graves, the
memory of these 12 people-—-the
forefathers and foremothers who helped
build the first homes, schools,
businesses, and churches in San
Bernardino--would remain in oblivion.
Nicholas R. Cataldo

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS

The meetings during the next four
months are as follows:

7:00 P.M. Thurs., March §

FRANCIS J. JOHNSTON, author and
historian, will present a slide show
lecture on the "Bradshaw Trail“—an old
stage coach road that transported
travelers in the 1860s and 1870s.

1:00 P.M. until 3:00 P.H.,&t.. March 14
FIELD TRIP TO ARROWHEAD SPRINGS

3:00 P.M. Wed., March 25
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

7:00 P.M. ,Thurs., April 2

ALAN HENSHER, author of GHOST TOWNS OF
THE MOJAVE DESERT, will present a
fascinating glimpse into the rise and
fall of one time prominent Mojave Desert
settlements.

3:00 P.M., Wed., April 29
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

&:00 P.M., Thurs., May 7

DAVID D. EARLE of the Lancaster City
Museum will talk about the history of
the Native American Indians in the San
Bernardino Vallei( duri.n? the arrival of
Hispanic and Anglo-American settlers.

3:00 P.M., Wed., May 27
BOARD OF DIRECTCRS MEETING

7:00 P.M., Thurs., June 4

DR. LARRY BURGESS, well known local
historian and librarian at the Smiley
Library in Redlands, will give us an
enlighten view on the history of the
San Valley.

3:00 P. M., Wed., June 24
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

RERE LSRR
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Russ McDorald “Tips for Stagecoach Travelers* 8
Arda H. Hazenszel “Yopsy, The Mat)l Dog of VNaterman
Canyon"* 9




Martha Gafnes Stoebe "Lytle Creek"”
Penny Holcomb *Janet Hiles*

May - June - July - August - 1990

Leo 0. Donahue "Two Littie Angels 8y The
Sfde Of The Road*™
Arda H. Haenszel "A Game of Historic Place Names"™
R. Bruce Harley *The Agua Mansa Cemetery"”
Ardaz M. Haenszel “Pioneer Cenmctery, A Living
Landpark®
Russ MNcDonmald *Fort Jurupa®*
S. B. County Museum *The Grave of Loutis Robidoux
Association Found*
Russ McDonald *"The Grave of Chief Juan Antonio*

Septeaber - October - Noveaber- Decembder - 1990

Hartha Gaines Stoebe *"The San Bernardino Opera House"*

R. Bruce Harley “Alessandro: A lost Town of
San Bernardino County*

Alan Hensher *Mountain Pass*™

Marfon C. ‘'Heek’ “My Life In San Bernardino*®

Douglas

Russ NcDonald “The Aytomobile Fad"
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Steven Hall “Nater & The History of San
Bernardino"

Karin Carrillo “The History Tree”

Amanda Kastan "The Asistencia®
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Winner in S. B. Historical Society Contest

Bettie E, Ries “The Great WNhite Steamer"
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January - February -March - April - 1991

Author Title

Blanche Tompkins "My First Year At The
County Hospital"™

Pauline 8, LaFuze "A Great Uncle B81Y11y"*

R. Bruce Harley "Schooldays At Agua Mansa*

Russ HcDonald “Challenge Of The Desert”

Paul Gagnon *A Larger Reality"

(reprint Natfonal Education Council)

May - June- July - August - 1991

Nicholas R. Cataldo “The Mohave Indfan Tratl®*

Barbarz La Grange "VYolunteers Repafr Monument®
Alson J. Saoith *Jedediah Smith"™

(reprint from Men Agafinst The Mountains)

R. Bruce Harley “Padre Tomas Estenaga”

Blue Ribbon at Orange Show with photos
Hisc '01d Time ads'
Author unknown "Biddy Mason*
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September - October - November - December - 1991

Kicholas R. Cataldo

"Dedfcated to The Memory

President's Column of Fred Holladay" 1,2
Russ MWcDonald “Fred Holladay" 3.4
Editor's Column
Fred Holladay "Big Red Cars WNere a:WNay of
Life in the Southland"® 4,11
(reprints S.8. Sun “Children Captivated by
Pioneer's Tales®™ 5,6
“"Testy Temper Forced S.B.
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(reprints S.8. Sun) Warm Memories® 8,9
"S.B. Pioneer Mother Braved
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Alan Hensher “I*1) Hiss Fred" 12
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(reprint, S.B. Sun) Rarely Nas In* 13,14
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THE RANCHO SAN JACINTO CHAPEL

The Pico House, the Casa Loma near San Jacinto, a painting by
Albert J. Pico. The structure includes the 1819 chapel.

By R. Bruce Harley

The small expedition, rem-
iniscent of the larger ones
led by Captain Bautiste de
Anza some 45 years previously
through the San Jacinto area,
jangled its way through the
scrub growth. Ascending a
small rise overlooking the
valley and San Jacinto River,
the group halted to survey
visually the terrain. The
company, made up of a couple
of priests, perhaps ten sol-
diers, and a retinue of Chris-
tianized Indians, were explor-
ing northeast of its base at

Mission San Luis Rey in an er-
fort to find additional ade-
quate pasturage for the horses
and cattle needed to support
perhaps the second largest
mission enterprise in both Am-
ericas.

The leaders felt that they
had found what Fray Antonio
Peyri, the founder and head of
the base mission, had in-
structed them to locate. The
date was August 16th, St. Hya-
cinth (San Jacinto) Day, prob-
ably in the year 1819. The
priests set up an altar and
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concelebrated Mass in honor of
the saint of the day and in
response to prayers answered
for a successful trip. Re-
porting back to Fr. Peyri on
the good fortune which had
blessed the enterprise, per-
mission was easily obtained to
establish Rancho San Jacinto
as a horse ranch.

The rancho headquarters
soon situated on the same hill
featured an adobe house for
the mayordomo, granaries for
wheat and barley, and shortly
"a pretty chapel™; the build-
ings formed a square or large
patio. Holy Mass was offered
once a month on a quickly-es~-
tablished weekly rotating bas-

is at San Jacinto and the
three other San Luis Rey ran-
chos.

During September 1821, Fr.
Mariano Payeras and Fr. Jose
Sanchez traveled north from
Mission San Diego to find
suitable locations for a pro-
posed chain of inland mis-
sions. From an overnight stop
at a rancho near Temecula on
the 24th of that month, they
reached San Jacinto the next
evening. By this time the
rancho also pastured cattle,

The missionaries described
the scene thusly: "On the
whole stretch (12 leagues from
Temecula) there are no trees
++++ On reaching San Jacinto,
the land, although used for
pasture, proved to be of lit-
tle value (for cultivation) on
account of the alkali. From
this little elevation where
the enramada is situated,
there are springs." After two
days, the pair left the ranch
and proceeded up through Lamb
Canyon and down San Timoteo
Canyen to the San Bernardino
Rancho and eventually on to
Mission San Gabriel. The pro-
posal for inland missions nev-
er reached fruition (Spain had
lost its American Empire by
this time anyway), and San Ja-

cinto with convenient in-place
facilities including a chapel
was not one of the suggested
sites.

In 1822, Pr. Peyri answered
a questionnaire from the new-
ly~-independent government of
Mexico on the state of his es-
tablishment. He replied that
his mission's landholdings ex-
tended 15 leagues to the east,
for they included a cattle and
horse ranch at San Jacinto.
The land surrounding his mis-
sion in all directions was “to

a great extent sterile, and
much of it entirely so. For
that reason, the livestock
needs it all; indeed, in years
when there is little rain, the
stock dies for want of pas~-
ture." MNeat was obtained from
the various ranchos by slaugh-
tering, "which takes place
every Saturday." Some 50 cat~-
tle were killed weekly to sup~
port about 3,000 people.

A Prench naval captain
visited Mission San Luis Rey
in 1827. He noted that “Every
Sunday the mayordomos or over-
seers come to the Mission to
give an account to the Father
regarding the work of the past
week and the state of (their)
rancho. FPather Antonio undexr-
stands how to arouse emulation
among them, by which means he
achieves great results for the
general prosperity of the Mis-
sion."

A year after the Mexican
government announced that all
of the Alta California mis-
sions and their ranchos would
be secularized, all of the
Mission San Luis Rey property
was surrendered to the gover-
nor's commission on August 22,
1835. Rancho San Jacinto a-
lone was valued at $10,528.00,
a large sum for that day.

The original rancho was a
great Spanish grant of over
130,000 A., extending from a

point near the foot of Mr. San
Jacinto on the east to today's
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city of Corona on the west.

It included all of the valley
except canyon mouths such as
the later Soboba Indian Reser-
vation., Two decades after in-
dependence from Spain, the
Mexican governors of the Cal-
ifornia province divided this
immense grant in San Jacinto
Valley into three parts and
disposed of it. This was done
despite the practice being
specifically prohibited by the
Mexican central government
concerning any sale or leasing
of missions and their proper-
ties.

On December 21, 1842, Gov~
ernor Pro Tem Manuel Jimeno
granted the eastern portion of
the spread to Don Jose Antonio
gstudillo. It was on this
tract of 35,000 A., named Ran-
cho San Jacinto Viejo, where
the original mission ranch
headquarters and its chapel
were situated.

About this time, a French
diplomatic courier visited
Mission San Luis Rey. Mon=-
sieur Eugene Duflot de Mofras
found the main compound at the
mission to be still in fairly
good order, but described the
San Jacinto ranch buildings as
being "nearly all in ruins."
Senor Estudillo himself, after
assuming ownership in 1842,
described the chapel as being
“a dilapidated earthen-roofed
house ten varas long"” (a vara
was about a yard in length).

The Estudillos already had
family homes in San Diego and
at Rancho Bl Cajon, but Casa
Loma at San Jacinto Rancho be~
came their favorite after its
refurbishment. They took full
advantage of the former adobe
home of the mission ranch's
majordomo. It would be the
scene of many family gather-
ings for thirty years. Dona
Maria Victoria Dominquez de
Estudillo carried on the tra-
dition after the early death
of her husband, Jose, in 1852,

Her own passing in 1873 marked
the end of the Californio
lifestyle in the San Jacinto
Valley.

Refurbishment at Casa Loma

also included the old rancho
chapel. Bishop Thaddeus Amat,
the first to hold the position
for the Montery-Los Angeles
Diocese, authorized a preach-
ing station in 1863. Pather
Pedro Verdaguer from St. Ber-
nardine's, who served the area
on three assignments between
1863 and 1874, visited by
horscback and said Mass occa-
sionally at Casa Loma. Some
of the members of the informal
congregation were Indians, as
a chapel had not yet been
built on the Soboba Reserva-
tion.

One of the most ambitious
carly pastors of St. Bernar-
dine's, Fr. P. J. Stockman,
1874-1895, made numerxous trips
into what is now Riverside
County to say Mass and even-
tually establish churches for
scattered groups of Catholic
adherents. He occasionally
visited the San Jacinto area
by horseback in the 1870's and
1880's until the coming of the
railroad facilitated travel.
He was pleased to find a
standing facility available
for neighborhood services be-
fore founding today's St. An-
thony parish in San Jacinto in
the late 1880's.

It was only natural that
the location name was pre-
served when the next Bstudillo
generation built a home at
that spot in 1900 and fitting-
ly called it “"Casa Loma." Don
Francisco Pico, a nephew of
Governor Pio Pico, who married
into the family, decided to
add a large frame addition to
the chapel. The many rooms
formed an L-shaped ranch
house. The old chapel, orig-
inally two separate rooms with

Continued on Page 20
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EXCERPTS OF AN INTERYIEW WITH PON BAUER

FIRE RANGER, BIG BEAR RANGER DISTRICT September 28, 1983

*" ...We're up on the Santa Ana
Divide, east of Bluff Lake and just past
junction, going

g

It was during World War 11, and
Bill Peterson had just replaced Swede
Nelson as Supervisor and Fire Boss on
the Clark's Ranch Fire....it was caused

and he tried to shake it off over
dt?er%. It%%slodge. butkl: had
get back before ran
out Of gas. As he was flying over these THE DAY THE 0.S. NAVY BOMEED THE
mountains, the bomb dropped off and SAN BERNARDINO MOUNTAINS

w0 very came
out of it. The fire was on land
owned by b?xiarwh‘;atn:hye Mutﬁal egatet fy £
Compan a was Justi
foaeral’ n ligence, n}'mg aeigrplanes m’-’;ﬁe a}tlmgh it was devastating
with hazardous objects and starting pakrtfcular area, did lay the
forest fires. So they filed a claim ?Otmd SOk for grest advances in the
the United States. We had just ntensification of the fire control

come out of a watershed fire damage ef

ire control...So the Clark's

acres
technical study as basis of the
claim against the United States. We
t this was sort of unfair because
nobody ever sued for watershed
.Historically it had always been
assessed at one dollar per acre. But the
study showed that many watersheds,
especially here in Southern California,
were extremely valuable. So the claim
was awarded, and it established as a
gtmclple in a law that assigned a basis
or watershed values that had been
sustained in the courts. That laid the
k for the cost benefit ratio
calculations we later had to do to

: S5 prng b o
) ,9’1 GBI W 2Py ~ a B..




A TALE OF CULTURAL
RESOURCES
PRESERYATION

In the May, , July, 1990
issue of ODYSSEY the article, "Two
Little Angels by the Side of the Road®

Leo Donahue told the of scee
children's graves in the ta Ana
Canyon wildermess

A short time ago, author/historian
= imagt%enmsted &,eaf‘ﬁ%a“s?g Py
exployee o cle
to the California Room, Feldheim Library
as it appeared in the Southern
California Edison News, June 14, .
T "R new chapter recently was written
in Edison's century- old tradition of
maintaining the cultural rescouces of
the Santa Ana Canyon.

Edison has been in the canyon
since 1897, when construction becan on
the Santa Ana River Plant £1. During the
mto plant's heyday around the turn of
T e,

vi s in area.

Sometime around 1912, the infant
children of two Edison emploiee. whose
last names were Cadwallader and
Richar , died and were buri neax
the plant. "Our people lived, worked and

timesscgdzfidtgp expe;::: saimm

s, story P -

ut Edison's long involment with the
“&'

Throughout the years, Edison
maintained the ters' graves. But

threat to the gravesites. The Army
Engineers and San Bernardino Count
ozmed the graves should be resoved
the children's remains reburied
elsewhere.

So one day last June, the county
coroner sent a crew to exhume the two
youngesters' graves. No trace of the
Richardson child was uncovered.

But two bones belonging to the
Cadwellader baby were excavated, along
with the remains of the redwood casket

in which she was buried. "The was
buried in a box made of redwood planks
that Bdison used to build the flume to
carxy water to the plant,"™ Myers
&pla{ned.

5

N

o LA 2,
Jﬁ%’.‘\'«‘f}:w s
TN ;&d
L b L -

Willis Cadwallader, brother of the

buried at the =it~

youngster - hessed
the exhumation, along with his children,

l&a'.

ldren and qreat-%-u\ddd
E employees also observed the
gaeecavation to make sure the graves would

protected.
The Cadwallader family

the children's graves in

recreated
family plot in Redlands.

later
its
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EDITOR'S COLUMN

Recently I was doing some research
in Chloride, Arizona and had the
opportunity to meet with the publisher
of Frontier Chronicles. Having been a
subScriber for € past year of the
small, but outstanding, publication of
southwestern history I was greatly
pleased to meet and visit Paul Taylor
and his wife, Sandi and daughter, Jessi.

We discussed Frontier Chronicles
and é%?gggx, ghost fowns and historical
soci ’ icles and videos, books and
printing costs, and many other things
relating to the recording of western
history.

I uas*wn¥ pleased when he wanted
to use some of my articles, but even
more pleased when he made two very
generous offers for the benefit of the
City of San Bermardino Historical and
Pioneer Society.

First, he said that for every new
subscription of Frontier Chronicles from
members or fri [} of San
Bernardino Historical Society would
return $5.00 to the Historical Society.
This gesture would increase his
reputation and circulation and at the
same time help cover our costs of
publication of the "Odyssey" and
"Heritage Tales."

I strongly recommend that we take
advantage gﬁtﬂds D ity to receive
an excellent age monthl
southwestern history magg;ine aﬁa'EE‘Eﬁé
same time assist our own historical
society.

Secondly, I attended one of his
lectures and a showing of his videos on
different historical subjects. The
narrated videos were professionally
done in color and black and white
historic photos, "When The Saints Came

In," "Mines And Camps of the
Colorado River," and "Chloride, Arizona,
The Camp Born of Silver."

After the lecture we discussed the
making of videos and he offered to make
a tape of the history of San Bernardino.
Scrigt: d” Bletaricel sotomacie.: Be
script istorica aphs. He
would, come here, make the video at his
expense, sell them and pay the City of
San Bernardino Historical Society a
royalty of $5 on each tape.

I presented these offers to the
Board Meeting and it was agreed we
should take advantage of the
subscription offer and a committee was
formed to further discuss the video,

particularly the means to make sure the
history is filmed accurately.

I would a iate _comments you
might have on two jects, either
by mail or phone at 825-3697. To avoid
any confusion as to where the
subscriptions are coming from, make the
check le to Frontier Chronicles,
But mai me and I will forward it
to Taylor. Thats 12 issues for $ 20.00.
My address is;

Russ McDonald
9440 Reche Canyon Rd.
Colton, CA. 92325

CHAPEL continued from page 17

a fireplace in the middle par-
tition, was converted into a
double parlor. To make it one
room, the doorway was en-
larged, but the double~faced
fireplace was saved.

Unfortunately, this magnif-
icent ranch house did not
withstand the elements of fate
after surviving the 1918
earthquake. Fire destroyed
the home in 1969, and the heat
from the burning timbers also
melted the remains of the old
adobe ex-chapel. Thus, the
last tangible physical connec-
tion to the Spanish colonial
mission era was finally ended,
almost 150 years to the day
after the original construc-
tion.




