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historic house donated to society

A charming home of Victorian architeclural design was deeded
to the City of San Bernardino Historical Society a month ago
by Santa Fe Federal Savings and Loan Association, « company
that has dedicated interest in people and places of historical
significance.

The home is located at 772 North "D" Street and was built in
1891 by George E. Otis, who became a Superior Court Judge
~ that same year. Judge Otis was a man of consequence and his
Photo by Hazel %. Olson biography and portrait in Ingersoll's Century Annals, and the
Illustrated History of Southern California. He was, however,
residing in the City of Redlands and one wonders il he intended to move in this home or had
it built for speculation because according to the chain of Title, the home passed almost imme-
diately to John L. Campbell and on to seven other owners, the last being Attorney Marshall
Miles. (any additional information will be appreciated).

JIn chatting with some old timers and ohserving the fixtures of some rooms, it is apparent
that the house in its long carcer has run the gamut from Judge tc Joy to Law.

Before we can set up as its final housekeepers, our Historical Home will need a new location,
furnishings, funds for a library, and many, many dedicated friends.

Through the efforts of our Suciety, we hope Lo make our citizens aware of San Bernardino's
rich heritage and to preserve a significant part of the dwindling tangible evidence that remains.

Thelma Press
Advisory Consultant
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Tha Editor's Column

Welcome to the first issue of Odyssey. We
hope you will enjoy this literary excursion
into local history and urge your friends

to join our soclety so Odyssey can grow
during the months to come,

We solicit unpublished manuscripts and
photographs from our readers pertinent

to the history of the San Bermardino
valley. If you're not a writer, send in
your facts anyway and one of our editors
will be happy to put it together in read-
able form and still credit you for the
story. We do ask one thing——be certain
your facts are historically correct and
state sources used in writing your story,

Letters from our readers are also welcome.
Send us your questions, comments, etc. If
enough interesting ones are received, a
column will be set aside in Odyssey to
print them. In other words, Odyssey has
been created for YOU amd your reading
pleasure.

Our society has been formed to create not
only a historical library and museum in
San Bernardino, but to also preserve old
documents, letters, photographs and other
menorabilia of the valley. Many such
items are sometimes thrown out with the
trash when one of our ploneers passea away.
Therefore we urge all members to be on the
lookout for this type of material and try
to help us obtain it,

Gifts and grants are welcomed anytime and
are usually tax deductable.

We have many projects on the drawing board
and Odyssey will try to keep you posted
well in advance so you'll know what is
happening and be able to enjoy them along
“ith us. i .m

IF YOU JOINED THE SOCIETY IN NOVEMBER,
DECEMBER, 1977 OR JANUARY, 1978, YOUR
MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE FOR 1979.
HELP US SAVE POSTAGE BY MAILING YOUR
CHECK NOW TO:

City of San Bernardino Historical Society

P.0. Box 875
San Bernardino, CA 92402
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The Founding of ihe S.B. Lalley

(The following story is reprinted from the June 26, 1876 issue of
the San Bernardino Daily Times, without corrections or editorial
comment. It is rather accurate, as newspaper stories go, and
serves as a good introduction to local history for the initial
issue of our newsletter, RDT)

Twenty~-five years ago, the Valley of San Bernardino, like most of the Mexican grants,
was the habitation of a few Spaniards, Mexicans and Indians, if we except the countleas
herds of wild cattle and bands of horses which dotted the whole surface of the country,
Its general appearance then was widely different from that of today; a dense forest of
cottonwood and sycamore trees as well as an undergrowth covering the north bank of the
Santa Ana River for miles in length, the remains of which only can be seen at present.

The ranch at that date was owned and occupied by the brothers Lugo--Jose Maria living
in an old adobe situated on the south side of the Santa Ana, and Carmen residing at
0ld San Bernardino. A third owner, a brother-in-law of the Lugos, Diego Sepulveda by
name, had his home at Yucaipa. These men occupied their whole time in looking after
and taking care of their thousands of cattle and horses, worth at that period from two
to twenty dollars a head.

In the spring of 1851 Amasa Lyman and Charles C. Rich, apostles of the Mormon Church,
accompanied by a small company of immigrants arrived in the valley by way of Cajon Pass,
having been sent overland by Brigham Young to settle in this section of country in
order, it is believed, to prepare a starting point for his European immigration, instead
of sending it to New York or New Orleans and thence overland to Utah.

Shortly after their arrival, and through the influence of Col. Williams of the Chino
Ranch, negotiations were entered into by Lyman and Rich and the Lugos for the purchase
of the ranch. The price was fixed at $77,500, and was to include the entire valley,
the Lugos claiming to' the base of the mountains all round. Soon after the purchase, a
fort was erected for protection against Indians, there being an outbreak about that time
where the buildings occupied by Mr. Conn and the property of Dr. Wozencraft now stand.

Active farming operations were then commenced by the Mormons; this for a period of one
or two years included the building of roads, the digging of irrigation ditches and the
erection of both saw and grist mills. The most arduous work, however, and which occup=-
ied about 1500 days' work, was the building of the mountain road to reach the forests
of pine timber on the summit of the Sierra Nevada range. This road is now unused,
another further to the eastward and of much easier grade having been built within a few
years past through the aid of private capital,

As population increased by new arrivals from Utah and the Upper country, steps were
taken to abandon the old fort and to lay off a town. At one time its erection was con-
templated on City Creek, but this idea was abandoned, and instead the present town of
San Bernardino was surveyed by Henry G. Sherwood. The erection of buildings outside the
fort limits then commenced, and the people generally moved out on their lots, sold to
them for $100 and $125, the latter being the price charged for corner locations.

During this time much difficulty was experienced in raising money to pay for the ranch
and a loan became necessarg. This was finally negotiated with a San Francisco firm, the
interest amounting to $1050 a month. The raising of this money put the people in a
constant state of poverty, and was & great drawback to the growth of the place.

(Continued in the next issue)
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ol ‘man folcombs violin

by

W. F. STEPHEN

William Francis Holcomb (1831=1912) arrived in
California in 1850, mining in northern camps, without success, before
coming to Bear Valley, in the San Bernardino mountains,to find gold in

a beautiful plateau which now bears his name~~Holcomb Valley.

As a

hunter, he killed more grizzly bears than any other man in the state,
He served as county assessor and county clerk, but his fiddle playing
at Pioneer Society solrees brought him more fame than all other pursuits,

portrait

wWilliam Francis Stephen, called
"Unele Billy,” was a native of
Scotland, The reason for his immig-
ration was a mystery, for he never
told his intimate friends the whys
or wherefores. That he was a well-
educated man was evident from his
speech and it is said he attended
the University of Edinburgh.

After coming to California in the
early 1870's, Uncle Billy lived in
the lumber camps of northern Calif=-
ornia, bafore moving to San Bernar-
dino. He was a correspondent for
the San Berna 0 Sun for many
years and styled himself "the Bard
of Strawberry Flat," where he lived
alone in his cabin, In 1916 he had
to come down into the valley and
enter the hospital because of fail-
ing health. He died in 1918.

A mesmber of the Pianeer Society,
he enlivened many gatherings with
music from his concertina, accomp-
anied by "ol' man Holcomb's violin."

F.H.

|

it ain't no use t'talk t'me
1Bout. Paderoosky an' his class,
For when it comes to Classic art
Itve got to let it by me pass.

My ears wa'nt trained for them fugees
That make up such a dreadful din,

But I can listen by the hour

Tlol' man Holcomb's violin.

Once't on a time I went to hear
Th' famous Thomas orkestray,

Th! players only sawed and blowed,
An' nary tune I heard 'em play,

Good music? Well perhaps it was
T'them that like them screechy things;
But give me music as it comes

From ol' man Holcomb's fiddle strings.

Sonatays an' gresat symphonees
May suit th' eddicated taste'

But on such yowlin' as that is
I've got no time to sinful waste.

Th! music that I love th' besat

Is them ol'! tunes that's locked within

Th' strings stretched tight across the bridge
of ol' man Holecomb's violin.

An' when my life o' toil is done
An' I am summoned up on high,
I want some music soft an' sweet
T' bear me up'ards to th' sky.

I want, when Peter swings th' gate
T! let this weary toiler in,

T' be a keeping joyful step
Tt ol' man Holcomb's violin,
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the old court fouses

by
ARDA M. HAENSZEL

San Bernardino County was created in 1853 largely through the efforts of
Jefferson Hunt, a leader of the Mormon colony, who had been elected Assembly-
man from the San Bernardino Valley area of Los Angeles County. The two-story
adobe council house, erected in 1852 within the stockade, naturally became the
first Court House for the new county, and served until structural deterioration
made it unsafe. The first building erected by the county was a jail, completed
in 1858. At about that same time the court was transferred to the residence of
Judge Quartus S. Sparks at 5th and E Streets.

In 1862 the Supervisors bought the Charles Glasier home, which was used until
1874, Then a two-story wooden Court House, with central tower and dome was
built at a cost of $25,000 on the same site, at the east side of E Street be-
tween 3rd and 4th. Court Street was run through at its north side. The new
building was set well back from E Street in the midst of its own grounds, and
was surrounded by a neat picket fence. Some of the early photographs of the
town were taken from its roof.

With the boom of the 1880's, the 1874 Court House grew inadequate. The
Supervisors tried repeatedly and unsuccessfully to pass a bond issue for con-
struction of new county buildings.

It was partly the dispute over this issue that led to the separation of
Riverside County from San Bernardino. It involved not only the expenditures
for construction, but also the location of the county seat. Riverside, Colton,
Redlands, and Chino, growing rapidly in the late 1880's, each wanted the des=-
ignation and with it, of caourse, the new Court House. There were other matters
of contention, too, but the dispute focused on this concrete issue.

At last the Supervisors levied a direct tax of 840,000, with which a Hall of
Records was completed in 18391, It was a substantial structure of Mentone sand-
stone and Colton marble, located immediately east of the 1874 building.

The year 1893 saw the separation of Riverside County.

Again using a tax levy for funding, in 1898 the Supervisors finally complet-
ed a new Court House building, which was nominally constructed as an "additionm'
to the old Court House". It was an imposing three-story structure with a clock
tower. A8 in the Hall of Records, Mentone sandstone was used, with a trim of
Colton marble and Sespe sandstone. It occupied the space flush with the street
at the southeast corner of Court and E Streets, in front of the 1874 building
with which it was connected by a runwaye.

It was demolished in 1928 after the construction of its successor, the pres-
ent building on Arrowhead Avenue. At that time the big clock with four faces
was removed from the tower and stored, while its bell was put on exhibit at the
Asistencia on Barton Road.

Over 40 years later, through the efforts of Earl E. Buie of the SUN-TELEGRAM,
who fondly remembered the old clock that tolled the hours for the town, it was
decided to remount the clock in a tower of its own a half bloclt south. Volun-
teers restored to running order and electrified the works, and the bell was re-
turned. Hundreds of individuals, organizationsa, and commercial establishments
contributed time, skill, materials, and funds, and on November 24, 1972 was
dedicated, in honor of Earl E. Buie, the new tower with the old clock, the only
remaining relic of the old Court House. It has been adopted as the symbol of
the City of San Bernardino Historical Society.
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san bernardino in the 1860

.‘7>‘ ‘

. SO S8
Editort's Note: G. A. Atwood was 7-years old when he moved to San Bernardino in 1860.
He later reminisced about the town and surrounding valley then in a speech given
before the local Lion's Club in 1935. Following are excerpts from his remarks:

"San Bernardino was but a little town when we arrived here. I remembered they
claimed about 500 people altogether, Mexdcans, Indians and whites. The business of
the town was little and was mostly done on four corners: Fourth street and Arrowhead
avenue, which was then known as C street; the corner of Third and Arrowhead; the
corner of Third and D and the corner of Fourth and D, Between these corners there
were some scattering buildings, but very few. I remember very well most of the
businesses and the kind of business done on these corners, but I shall not take the
time to repeat it. One corner, Third and D, was known as "Whiskey Point." There
was a saloon where the Bear market now stands, and one across the street where the
Towne-Allison drug store now stands. I remember well when some other boys and I were
playing on D street, between Third and Fourth streets, we heard a noise and an uproar
down on the corner of Third and D.

"We looked down that way and saw a lot of men running out of the saloon. They all
seemed to be afraid; some of them were trying to hide around the corner. Presently
a couple of men ran out into the street. They pulled their rewvolvers and went to
shooting. When the smoke cleared away, two men were lying dead in the street. We
boys traveled back in the opposite direction. There wasn't much excitement over the
shooting, because that was a common occurrence. In those days, this was considered
one of the wild and wooly towns of the West. We had no city officers at that time,
and no city government. Of course, we had a county sheriff, but such things did not
excite him very much. His time was spent mostly in running after horse thieves and
wild indians and such work as that. -He let the town take care of itself.

", ,.San Bernardino was the only town in the valley at that time, except a little
Spanish town which is still in existance a little south of Colton (Agua Mansa).
There was no Redlands, no Riverside; in fact, no towns whatever in any of these
wvalleys except those I have mentioned. There was a resort at that time on the Mill
creek (Sanky), as we called it, up at Crafton, managed and owned by & man by the name
of Craft. He was a friend of mine and I spent many happy days at his place.

"There were quite a few people living down at what is known as the Mission district.
In those days we called it Old Town, on the Mill creek zanja. This zanja was taken
out of Mill creek by some Mexicans way back in 1837, who occupied the country then
that is now known as the Mission district. There were quite a few people scattered
along on Base Line west of Rabel springs. In fact there were quite a number of
people scattered all over the low part of the San Bernardino
valley, where water could be developed by digging a well and
drawing it out in buckets. That was the only way they had
of getting water in those days. San Bernardino got its water
the same way."

GEORGE ARNOLD ATWOOD (1853-1935) owned the historic
"Atwood Adobe," located at 234 W. Lth St., which was
tragically demolished "by mistake" in October, 1975.
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Heritage Tales
. 1978 -

A few copies of the Society's first annual publication:
HERITAGE TALES - 1978
Ita contents include the following exciting articles:

BFOUNDING OF SAN BERNARDINO'S CHINATOWN®
“THE EARP CLAN IN SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY"
WREMINISCENSES OF A STATE HIGHWAY ENGINEER"

A1l articles were thoroughly researched from contemporary
material, This is a collector's item. It is availahle
locally from THE HAPPY BOOKER, 267 E. 4Oth St., and

D/J BOOKS, 3269 North"B" St., for $5.00 per copy (or
$6.00 by mail from the Historical Society.)

BUY YOUR COPY TODAY ~ WHILE SUPPLIES LASTI

r Iisted below are Society meetings for the next

membership and urging your friends to Joinl

PATRONISE OUR ADVERTISERS -- THEY HAVE MADE THIS ISSUE OF ODYSSEY POSSIBLE}]

3=months, All start at 12:00 Noon and will be held
at 772 North "D" Street:

Thurasday, Jan. l == Regular Meating.
Thursday, Jan., 25 =- Board Director's Meeting.
Thursday, Feb, 1 =~ ANNUAL MEETING,
Thursday, Feb, 22 =~ Board Director's Meeting,
Thursday, Mar. 1 == Regular Meeting.
Thursday, Mar., 22 -~ Board Director's Meeting.

Help us forgse a strong society by renewing your

MICHAEL L. GAFFNEY

Musical String Repairs
Guitars-Violins-Cellos~Bass

Bows repaired-Antique Restoration

D- 1 book cearck senuice
3269 North YE"  Sen Bermardino

JOHN BRIGHT
Specializing in Californiana

Historical Society Member

T

apt
1128 "D B Phone: 882-8971 or 883=-5712
(714) 889-6018 (714) B24-1734
884-1201
: Compliments of
| Reflective Fetom HARRY & JUNE ROTHMAN
P,
480 T Historiocal Society Member
COMMERCIAL < INDUSTRIAL ¢ REBIDENTIAL
KEN MORELLI 207 East Base Line

President San Bemgrdlno. pA 92410
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Ve ganta Fe Federal

ZN savings & Loan Association

CHARTERED 1890

Historical Society Member

PRESCRIFTIONG GiFTrs
GREETING CARDS

PEARSON'S Pharmacy
Historical Soclety Member

BilL & ANN PEAROON
3148 N. "'E'" STREET
BAN DERNARDINO, CAL. 92408

(714) TU 2-3388

Compliments of

WILLIAM R. COLEMAN
Optometrist

Historical Society Member

/?‘“/ﬁ%A,

REYNOLDS RADIO T.V.
o MAGNAVOX o RCA
o GE APPLIANCES
Reynolds Repalr — 884-3211

.4th and E Streets
(toemer Woolworth Building)

SAN BERNARDINO ¢ PH. 884-7000

CHUCK CLARK!S
portable & shop

. Walt Hale
Welding Manager
"We make house calls"

823 E, Mill Phone: 885-7775

A 3
TS A
Flowon e

SYLVIA 3 BOB THOMPSON
Owners

Historical Soclety Member

3444 Del Rosa Avenue

San Bernardino, CA 92404 (714) 8B3-2426

LORD'S FUNERAL CHAPEL

QUALITY SERVICE WITH ECONORY

SERVING THE SAN BERNARDINO
AREA SINCE 1922

RETA H LORD - CHARLES O'HARA

1356 N Mt Vornon Av, S8........ 889.2721

Historical Soclety Member

(714) 825-0103

JAMES M. SMITH
Vice President, Investments

Historical Society Director

DEAN WITTER REYNOLDS INC.
308 West Fourth St., San Bernardino, CA 92401

(714) 889-0741

BONDS ago-ouno

Honlnger, White and Newland lmuuncs

COMPLETE INSURANCE BERVICE

Historical Society Member

EVERETT WHITE 34\ W. IND STREET
Bua. 080-0801 Surre O
Rco. B83.606C BAN DEANARDINO, CALIF,

welding-HELI-ARC




