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LOCAL MOUNTAIN MEN

"By RICHARD D. THOMPSON

NE of the more interesting aspects in the history of the San
Bernardino Valley is the part played by that "reckless breed
of men," the trappers and traders known as mountain men.
cams here first as explorers, then traders and finally as settl-
ers. Some of them played a vital role in the develomment and
growth of San Bernardino and, in an indirect way, were responsi-
ble for the founding of our city.

Jedediah Strong Smith (1799-1831) led the way. He was not only
the first American to cross the continent into California from :
the east, but first to view the San Bernardino valley. Smith's
epic 1826 journey opened the way for others, and soon a trade
route was established between Los Angeles and the New Mexican
villages of Taos and Santa Fe.

For a time the Santa Ana river bottom, just westerly from the present-day Inland
Center shopping mall, served as winter quarters for the New Mexican traders and many
mountain men came to lmow the area because of this annual encampmsnt, One of these
traders, Lorenzo Trujillo, brought a colony of New Mexicans to the area in 1842 and
settled the first community in San Bermardino County, where the trappers met. The
village was originally located near a spot known as Politana, but was later moved to
Agua Mansa, Isaac Slover, a Kentucky backwoodsman, an honored member of that commun—
ity, wes known far and wide for his hospitality to weary travelers.

One topic dear to every mountain manfs heart was a bear story; they loved to tell
harrowing tales of their encounters with those fierce beasts, Slover was no exception,
(Continued on Page 21)




May 1979

DDYSSEY

City of San Bernmardino

Historical Society
P.0. Box 5

San Bernardino, CA 92402

Editor
FRED HOLLADAY

Business Manager
CHRISTIAN R. HARRIS
Associate Editors
ARDA M. HAENSZEL
RICHARD D. THOMPSON
Copyrighted 1979

———

OFFICERS

President...c..ss+s...Christian R. Harrie
Vice~President.......Richard D. Thompson
Treasurer........«sss5t6ve M, Case, Jr,
Recording Secretary...H. Melville Hocker
Correspond,Secrstary.....Stephen Whitney
Librari8ne.ccescesssssceseFred Holladay
Advisory Consultant.........Thelma Press

DIRECTORS

Lyle Fowler Arthur E. Nelson
Arda M. Haenszel Gertrude QOdell

Penny Holcomb Hazel E. Olson
Martha J. Johnson James M. Smith
BEmily M. Knight E. George Webster
Stu lLogadon Douglas K. Youngsma

MEMBERSHIPS

Individual.,$ 7.50 Affiliate...$ 25.00
Patrone..... 10,00 Corporate... 50.00
Shldlnt...-. 5.00 L‘lfe........ 100.00

The City of San Bernardino Historical
Society was founded on November 16, 1977,
by a group of citizens interested in
preserving the history of this valley
and was incorporated by the State of
California as a non-profit corporation
on July 20, 1978.
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Holladay & printed by ACTION

INSTANT PRESS.

[EDITOR’S COLUMA]

AT the suggestion of the wife of one of
our Board members, copies of ODYSSEY were
sent to many local schools, along with a
note suggesting that a subscription would
help fill & need in their various libraries.
At present there is a scarcity of informat-
ion available to instructors, should they
desire to teach local history to their
students. The response, while not over-
vwhelming, is encouraging and it is a start
in the right direction. Once people begin
to learn what rich historical heritage we
possess, interest in the subject will sure-
ly follow.

Old-timers tell us that courses in local
geography and history were included in the
primary education of every student in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Admin-
istrators of the time apparently felt it
was as important for ten-year-olds to know
the difference between Mt. San Gorgenio
and Mt. San Jacinto as it was to know the
difference bestween the Himalyas and the
Alps. Most people today would laugh at
the idea that the Santa Ana River is an im-
portant water course, yet it is. Most of
the water flows underground to replenish
our enormous underground basin so that even
in years of terrible drought, as was ex-
perienced a few years ago, San Bernardino
has a sufficient quantity of water. The
location of passes in local mountain ranges
makes this area an important hub in trans-
continental transportation, communications
and utilities.

Schools for decades have been graduating
children who are almost totally ignorant
about the area in which they live. When
the only information provided is the kind
of negative knowledge imparted by the mass
media (murders, car accidents and ppm of
oxides in the atmosphere, etc.), there is
a lack of commnity feeling.

Perhaps the dissemination of ODYSSEY can
help enlighten us so people can point with
pride to the place we call home.
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(Continued from Cover Page) although it should be said that Slover was over
80 years old at the time,

During the Mexican period some of these mountain men, notably Peg Leg Smith and Bill
Williams, stole stock from isolated ranchos in the area., In one spectacular raid, they
and their Indian allies rustled over 3,000 head of horses before escaping through the
Cajon Pass. Other tales from the period have given us such calorful legends as Peg Leg
Smith!s "lost" gold mine, a yarn so intriguing many still seek it to this day.

Most mountain men did not resort to rustling to survive. Men like Benjamin D. Wilson
and Louis Robidoux (or Rubidoux) became distinguished leaders of the commnity in their
later years. Robidoux, for example, becames the first chairman on the original County
Board of Supervisors. He also lent money to San Bernardino's Mormon leaders at a point
in time which probably saved the community from bankruptcy. And, as mentioned in the
opening paragraph of this article, it was a mountain man who was indirectly responsihle
for the founding of San Bsrnardino., Isaac Williams had suggested to membera of the
Mormon Battalion dwuring the Mexican-American War that his Chino Ranch was for sale and
that it would make an ideal location for a Mormon colony. When several hundred would-
be colonists showed up in 1851 to buy the ranch, Williams changed his mind and they
were forced to look elsewhere to bagin their enterprise. Thsy chose the Rancho San
Bernardino.

Several mountain men decided to settle in San Bernardino while the town was still
predominantly under Mormon control, although they were not adherents to that faith.

Men like James Waters and John Brown became so involved in the political, commercial,
social and cultural growth of the city that their influence was felt for decades.
Among those colorful characters was Valentine J. Herring who--although he could not
read or write--spent a term as Superintendent of Public Schools.

Although the number of mountain men settling in the San Bermardino
valley was not too significant numerically, it is still surprising
so many did on a percentage basis (one author has guessed that per-
haps only 1,000 men participated in 19th century fur trapping in
what 18 now the United States). On the other hand, the area was
appealing, well watered, had a mild winter climate and, when things
got a little too hot in the summertims, there was always the nearby
mountains as an escape.

Whatever reason led them here, we can be thankful for their cont-
ribution to our heritage. They were rugged, forthright men--not
afraid of God or the devil and our history is honored by their

presence. @

Editor's Note: Richard D. Thompson, a native of San Bernardino, is
not only the editor of our annual publication, Heritage Tales, but
also author of numerous historical articles about the valley.
Heritage Tales - 1979, containing interesting articles by noted local
historians, will be issued within the next few months. All paid-up
society members will receive a copy of that new edition.

Our members feel the society is the finest innovation to San Bernardino since its
incorporation. However, we need donations and grants to continue our projects. For
instance $500 will publish Odyssey through 1980 and $1500 will pay for our next issue
of Heritage Tales. Since we are non-profit, your contributions are tax-free. We
welcome an "angel." Could that noise we hear be the rustle of wings flying overhead?
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CAMP DOLORES

By ARDA M. HAENSZEL

: oy .
l'ATE IN 1850 southern California rancheros were subjected to a particularly

devastating raid by Walkara and hie Ute horse thieves, and called for pro-
tection from authorities in Los Angeles. At the direction of Gov. McDougal,
Gen. J. H. Bean, commander of the militia in southern California, organized a
company of 50 volunteer Rangers for protection of the frontier. At first they
were stationed near the mouth of Cajon Pass, the horse thieves' gateway, but,
because of unusually severe weather that winter, they were moved down into the
valley, and Camp Dolores was established near the present Valley College., Ac~-
cording to historiam Burr Belden, recovery of military artifacts during excav-
ation for the original college buildings helped to confirm the location, and
at one time a historical sign marking the site stood at the southeast corner
of College and Mt, Vernon Avenues.

But Ute horse thieves were not the only danger to San Bernardino Rancho.
John Irving and a gang of former Australian convicts called "Sydney Ducks" had
been to the gold fields and were stirring up trouble in Los Angeles preparatory
to heading for Texas via Mexico. Irving had a grudge against the Lugos, so he
determined to stop by San Bermardino Rancho, steal some saddle horses, and kid-
nap the sons and hold them for ransom.

In May 1851 Irving and his followers started out on the Colorado Road to the
Yuma Crossing that ran via Chino, Temescal and Temecula. But the plan had
leaked out, and a messenger was sent from Los Angeles to warn the Lugos. The
sheriff and posse set out to intercept the gang at Riucon, a few miles south-
east of Chino, calling on the cavalry Rangers at Camp Dolores to join them.
They waited in vain, however, for the gang had slipped through their fingers
and encamped at Elsinore.

The next morning, while the Rangers still waited, Irving and 16 of his men
detoured into San Bernardino Valley. At the home of Jose Maria Lugo at Jumuba,
near the south end of the present E Street, he found the family had fled and
the vaqueros had driven the horses into the wooded Santa Ana River bottom.
Near there Jose Maria's brother, Jose del Carmen Lugo, was branding cattle.
Finding that the Rangers at Camp Dolores had gone off to Rincon, and that
therefore no regular help was available, Jose del Carmen called on Chief Juan
Antonio and the Cahuilla Indian vaqueros who worked for him.

The Indians interrupted Irving and the gang looting Jose del Carmen's home
in the old Asistencia buildings, and pursued them through present Redlands,
past the Sepulveda adobe at Yucaipa, through Live Oak Canyon, and across San
Timoteo into a brush-choked canyon which Irving hoped would be a passage back
to the rest of the party. But it proved to be a box canyon, and here the In-
dians killed all but one of the gang.

Strong feeling in some quarters was aroused over the fact that white men
had been killed by Indians, but a coroner's jury found the killing justifiable
under the circumstances, and Los Angeles authorities voted $100 worth of sup-
plies as a reward for Juan Antonio's people.

As might be expected, the disgruntled Gen. Bean was loud in condemnation
of this procedure, and shortly afterward broke up Camp Dolores and disbanded
the Rangers, concluding that any possible services they might perform here
would not be worth the expense.

A little later that year, the Lugos, weary of the hardships and dangers,
sold Rancho San Bernardino to the Mormon settlers.m
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BAT PRAISES WYATT EARP

By FRED HOLLADAY

T HERE is no more controversial figure in Western history| -
than Wyatt Earp (1848-1929). Somstimes lawmasn, card ! g
shark, saloon-keeper, speculator, swindler, lecher, miner Wyatt
and, oddly enough, once dubbed a promising preacher, Wyatt

is either hated or admired by devotees of the Western phenomena. To them there is no
middle ground, But he was no better or worse than thousands of others who settled the
West. They had to be "men with the bark on" in order to survive and, it must be remem-
bered, all men, since Adam and Eve met in the Garden of Paradise, have had feet of clay.

For the last twenty years of his life, Wyatt and his third *wife," Sarah Marcus Earp,
prospected near Vidal in San Bernardino County dwring the winter and resided at los
Angeles in the summer.

William Barclay "Bat" Masterson (1853-1921) first met Wyatt in 1872 when both hunted
buffalo on the Kansas plains., They later served as fellow peace officers at Dodge City
and their paths crossed many times during the ensuing decade. Bat liked Wyatt from
the start and his admiration never changed. During Bat's twilight years he wrote a
series of articles for Human lLife magazine entitled "Famous Gun Fightera of the Westem
Frontier," One featured Wyatt Earp and following are a few excerpts from that article:

"Wyatt Earp is one of the few men I personally knew in the West in the early days,
whom I regarded as absolutely destitute of physical fear. I have often remarked, and I
am not alone in my conclusion, that what goes for courage in a man is generally the fear
of what others will think of him—in other words, personal bravery is largely made up of
self-respect, egotism, and an apprehension of the opinion of others...

“Much has been written about Wyatt Earp that is the veriest rot, and every once in a
while a newspaper article will appear in which it is alleged that some person had taken
a fall out of him, and that when he had been put to the test, had shown the white
feather.... Take it from me, no one has ever hwiliated this man Earp, nor made him
show the white feather under any circunstances whatever., While he is now a man past
sixty, there are still a great many so-called bad men in this country who would be fownd,
if put to the test, to be much easier game to tackle than this same lean and lanky Earp.

"Wyatt Earp, like many more of his character who lived in the West in its early days,
has excited, by his display of great courage and nerve under trying conditions, the envy
and hatred of those small minded creatures with which the world seems to be abundantly
peopled, and whose sole delight in life seems to be in fly-specking the reputations of
real man., I have known him since the early seventies and have always found him a quiet,
wassuming man, not given to brag or bluster, but at all times and under all circum-
stances a loyal friend and an equally dangerous enemy."

In 1902 Bat settled in New York City, where he became a prominent jowrnalist and served
as sports editor of the New York Morning Telegraph. An acknowledged baxing authority,
his colums were both interesting and pungent. He was once convicted of contempt of
court by stating in one colum he felt a certain criminal had not received justice.

During his final years, Bat was a bitter man who drank too much and had little patien-
ce with fans who pestered him for stories about his part in Western history. Still he
gained a respectability rare for one who had fought, drank and caroused in the rough
and tough frontier towns. In 1921 he suffered a heart attack at his desk and died.

His final words, written on a sheet of paper found on the desk, were: "There are many
4n this old world of ours who hold that things break about even for us. I have obeerved,
for example, that we all get about the same amount of ice. The rich get it in the
sumer-time and the poor get it in the winter."m
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WARM SPRINGS SCHOOL

By BERYL HOLCOMB

ARM SFRINGS SCHOOL was the first organized public school in the San Bernardino area.

It was founded in 1854, 125 years ago when the United States was 78 years old, just
one year after San Bernardino County was formed, the same year as San Bernardino city
was incorporated and four years after California's admission as the 31lst state of the
Union. Valentine J. (Rube) Herring was the School Superintendent. An associate of
James W, Waters, John Brown, Sr., Alexds Godey and other former trappers and traders
from the Rocky Mountains frontier, he was referred to as a "mountain man." According
to a report of the County School Commissioners then, there were only 142 boys and 121
girls of school age in the county. There were 8 teachers employed variously from 2-—
8 months at salaries ranging from $27.50 to $76.00 a month, Only men received salaries
in the higher bracket.

Warm Springs School began in an adobe building on the site where the present school
now stands, It was founded as a Common School (meaning shared and participated in by
members of the community determining its purposes and policies). During this same
time one may recall Mark Twain was piloting a river boat on the Mississippi River,
Lincoln was practicing law in Springfield, and the songs of Stephen Foster wers being
hurmed, sung or fiddled throughout America. Longfellow's "Evengeline," and Harriet
Beecher Stowe!s "Uncle Tom's Cabin" were being read by young and old. Common topics of
conversation were our lith President, Franklin Pierce, the Kansas-Nebraska Act, the
Gadsen Purchase and influx of thousands of Irish people to the United States as a
result of the Potato Famine and, of course, the many gold strikes

The story of the progress of Warm Springs School during these 125 years has been
marked by & number of great disasters, throughout which the staunch and loyal commn-
ity, goaded by their desire to provide the best possible education for their children,
kept the school growing and improving. Having been cracked by an earthquake in 1857,
its adobe structurs was practically dissolved by the great flood of 1862. In 1864 a
log building replaced the adobe, It survived another flood in 1867, only to be dest~-
royed by fire in 1874.

In 1868, the Warm Springs School Trustees realized that completion of the First Cont-
inental Railway might bring great numbers of people to the area so they purchased the
acre of land surrounding the school from E. P. Clyde, with the pravision that the land
revert to the heirs when it was no longer used as a school. In 1875 a new clapboard
structure was built (by then it had 100 students) and continued growth in student
numbers ceused erections of new buildings both in 1889 and in 1926, From thia time on,
the increase in enrollment was met by double sessions, construction of new rooms and
moving of temporary buildings on the grounds

for needed classrooms. Meanwhile, as other
schools were built in neighboring areas, zoning
adjustments were made, thereby shrinking the
Warm Springs School District.

Warm Springs School'!s 100th birthday was hon-
ored by the placing of a commemorative plaque
in a cement block at the entrance to the Admin-
istration building and in 1957, Mrs. Erie Smith
published her book, Progress to a Centennial,
relating the school's history. On May 25th
a special program will honor its 125th Anniver-
sary, starting at 10:00 A.M. Come, if you can.
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ON MY BOOKSHELF

BOOK EEV{EWS UST in case you missed the advertising, Redlands First
Federal Savings and Loan is giving away to any who visit
By JOHN BRIGHT their Loma Linda branch office a thin but very well done
bock,Loma Linda Yesterday., The title tells the story which
is profusely illustrated with both old and new photographs.

While on the subject of "free history: First Federal has a few copies left of the ra-
print of the 1908 San Bernardino Fire Department publication. Only six copies of the
original are known to exdst,

Our advice to all local history buffs is "Don't pass up the give-away publications"
Just because they are free. Many of these books and booklets that were give-aways a
few years ago are getting scarce and the prices asked in some dealers' catalogs ars way
up there. W. W. Robinson's booklets done for Title Insurance, in Los Angeles a few
years ago, are now collector's items. In a few years—who lknows?

A must for San Bernardino history collectors (and for that matter all of southern
California) is Railroading Through Cajon Pass by Chard L. Walker. The book is the re-
sult of forty years of interest in railroading, and especially in Cajon Pass. It tells
the complete story of Cajon Pass from the very beginning up through the mid 1970's.
There are plenty of photographs and maps to augmsnt the well-written history. This is
not a book to bs put off until a later date. The printing was a small one and when it
is out of print....

A recent addition to our shelves is Arnold B. Rojas' These Were The Vaqueros. Rojas
is almost eighty years old and has been a practicing horseman for all but a few years
of that time, As a child, he was fascinated with the Vaqueros and, early in life, be-
gan his study of the background, lore, tradition and techniques of this vanished fore-
runner of the American Cowboy. Since 1952 he has written five books--all out of print

and getting scarce,

This is basic California history well written by one who
worked and lived with the vaqueros,

With the plentiful rainy season, the flowers on both the
Upper and Lower Mojave should be at their peak this month.
If you are planning a trek, we recommend Edmnd C. Jaeger's
Desert Wild Flowers. It is still in print,

Hasta luego! m

without our first annual - HERITAGE TALES-1978. Its
contents include exciting articles about the founding
of San Bernardino's Chinatown, by Richard D. Th on;
the true and fascinating story about Wyatt Earp and
his family during their half-century sojurn in San
Bernardino County, by Fred Holladay; reminiscences of
a State Highway Engineer, detailing the history of some
of our county's early highways and Book Reviews by

Kent Schofield.

A1l articles were thoroughly researched from contemp-
orary material. This is a collector's item. It is
available locally from THE HAPPY BOOKER, 267 E. 4Oth St.,
and D/J BOOKS, 3269 N. “E" St., for $5.00 per copy, or
$6.00 by mail from the Historieal Society.
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NOW TN PREPARATION - HERITAGE TALES—1979

Our next issue of Heritage Tales is being prepared for
publication in August, 1979, according to its editor,
Richard D. Thompson. It will feature articles by three
local authors, as follows:

1. LARRY BURGESS, who tells the enthralling story of
one of the valley's greatest civil engineers, FRED
T. PERRIS.

2, DOROTHY INGHRAM relates her experiences as an early
regident and school teacher in San Bermardino.

3. FRED HOLLADAY writes about one of the county's
greatest gold-producing towns, VANDERBILT, now
virtually wninown in historical records,

Only paid-up society members will receive a FREE copy

of this fascinating book, 8o be certain you qualify for
another publication you won't want to miss}

bulletin board Listed below are City of San Bernardino Historical Society
meetings for the next three months. All will be held at
Pioneer Memorial Hall, 545 North "F" Street, San Bernardino, starting at 12:00 Noon:

Thursday, May 3 — Regular Meeting.
Thursday, May 31 — Directort!s Meeting.
Thursday, June 7 —— Regular Meeting.
Thursday, June 28 — Director's Meeting

Thursday, July 5 — Regular Meeting.
Thursday, July 26 -~ Director's Meeting.

EARLY COUNTY EARTHQUAKES In 1812, known as the "earthquake year," the first phenomena
of this nature occurred in San Bernardino Cownty, and the church of San Juan Capistrano
was shaken down, some thirty worshippers being crushed in the ruins. The Gauchama
Indians, who lived in this locality, decided that the tremblers of this year and the
sudden appearance of the Urbita springs, were caused by the displeasure of their gods,
to propitiate whom they destroyed the Mission of Politana, established a year or two
previous by the Franciscans of San Gabriel, and massacred most of the converts. In
1855 a severe shock was felt at San Bernardino, but without gserious damage to property
and no loss of life, and again in 1882 a heavy earthquake was recorded, but without
serious consequences, On Christmas Day, 1900, there occurred a quake, which, while
causing no considerable damage in the vicinity of San Bernardino, created a good deal
of destruction in the San Jacinto Mountains, where a consideralle area took a drop,

the configuration of the county teing materially changed, while at San Jacinto several
Indian women were killed in the fall of an adobe house.

..Brown & Boyd, The History of San Bernardino & Riverside Counties, Vol. 1

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE OUR SOCIETY GROWI
TELL YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES ABOUT OUR
PUBLICATIONS, HISTORIC HOUSE AND EXCITING
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE. VE NOW HAVE ALMOST
200 MEMBERS. HELP US DOUBLE THAT BY 19801
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