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THE BASE LINE ROAD —3
By ARDA M. HAENSZEL

ASE LINE is a curious name for a city street. It

corresponds to 12th Street in San Bernardino, and is
located beyond the northern limits of the original town
of 1853, and almost a mile from its center. Eventually it
became the nucleus for a satellite business district as
the city grew and spread toward the mountains.

But Base Line Street doesn't belong exclusively to San
Bernardine., Actually a secondary boulevard, along with
Highland Avenue, Foothill Boulevard, Arrow Highway, and
Valley Boulevard, in pre~freeway days it carried traffic
all the way across the wvalley and beyond., It still
serves a great deal of local and inter-city trawvel of
personal and commercial nature. Beginning at the foot of
the San Bernardino Mountains at East-Highlands, it runs
through the commnities of Highland, San Bernardino,
Rialto, Fontana, Etiwanda, Alta Loma, and Claremont, to
San Dimas, where it joins Foothill Boulevard.

It doesn't even have a single designation, for signs
refar to it as Base Line Street, Base Line Avenue, Base
Line Road, or simply Base Line. Here and there it also
becomes Baseline. It has been incorporated into the
names of a number of business establishments along it,
such as Base Line Laundry, at the site of the former
Rabel Hot Springs resort in Highland, and Baseline Fur-
niture Company in San Bernardino. An early real estate
development of one-acre farms east of Waterman Avenue

was called Baseline Gardens.
(Continued on Page31)

Col, Washington's original
survey monument.
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DITOR’S COLUMN]

F OR years women authors have been
forced to take a back seat to their
rale counterparts, without apparent
rhyme or reason. This is a landmark
issue of QOdyssey, for all our feature
articles were written by members of the
fair sex, so Gloria Steinem, the ERA,
other women 1lib groups, et al, take
heart. With our society talent comss
first, not one's sex, creed or color.
Let's introduce these talented ladies:

ARDA M, HAENSZEL is not only a talent-
ed author in her own right, but posas=
esses one of the valley's largest hist-
orical files, from which she unselfish=
ly digs material for other writers or
laymen interested in San Bernmardino
County history.

LILLIAN E. MILES sold her first two
stories on the same day in 1931 =
both to different publishers! Since
then she has co-authored sewsral educ-
ational books and written many other
articles, for both juvenile and mature
audiences, She has been contributing
to the Hi der for the past 15
months. At one time the Miles family
lived in our historic house at 772 N.
"p" Street.

HAZEL E. OLSON is one of the valley's
most talented artists and her paintings
depict historical themes dealing with
local landmarks since removed from the
area., Hazel has also been a contribut-

or to the Highlander during the past
few months,

tie hope you enjoy their efforts as
much as our staff did and that it will
lead more of The fair sex in our aud=
ience to take pen in hand and compose
a historical article for Odyssey. We
only ask it be thoroughly researched
from contemporary material for we
don:'t want to publish anything that
can't be readily verified.

Naturally, our male authors are
welcome too. We want to try to
achieve a balance for Odyssey that
will be hard to beat in years to
come.

"PoHo
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L But what is the origin of the name? After the Americans

took over California, there began the long and complicated
(Continued from Pg. 29) process in the courts of establishing titles to land accord-

ing to the U, S. legal system. It was necessary to lay out

the new state in a grid of townships and sections in order

to determine boundaries. Accordingly, the survey was begun.

In southern California, the initial point chosen was the summit of Mt. San Bernardino,
and in the fall of 1852, surveyor Col. Henry Washington arrived in the San Bernardino
area, With the approach of winter imminent, he had to work quickly. His crew erected
a pole or monument at the summit, and braced it with stones at the base and chains
attached to sturdy nearby trees. At first there were shiny metal discs fastened to the
top of the pole to catch the light for the surveyors' transits, but these soon blew off
in the wind, Ten reference points were established to define the location of the monu-
ment, nine to natural landmarks, such as the summit of Cajon Pass, and two to buildings,
the Asistencia in 0ld San Bernardino, and the Mormon stockade in the new settlement.
Mormon accounts record seeing the campfires of the party on the mountain at night.

From the monument on Mt. San Bernardino two lines were laid out, the meridian running
directly north-south, and the base line running east-west. From these two lines the
grid of townships and sections was formed. Rancho boundaries were determined, and, in
the commmities, the blocks and lots were defined for the confirmation of land titles.

And what is the origin of the road? In the 1850's there was no direct road from San
Bernardino to Los Angeles, for the area below the foothills of the San Gabriel Range was
covered with a thick, impenetrable growth of
chaparral. A traveler took either the southern
route via Agua Mansa, Pomona and Spadra, or the
devious northern route to the mouth of Cajon
Pass, turning left at Devore and following the
route of the ancient Mojave Trail turned wagon
road along the foothills via Cucamonga.

In an interview for the San Bernardino Sun
around 1944, at a time when the San Bernardino
City Council was debating whether to pave Base
Line to the western city limits, one of the
property owners, Jeff Daley, told the history
of the building of the road along the base line.

In 1856, he said, his grandfather, after whom
he was named, Capt. Jefferson Hunt, saw the nesd
for a more direct route to Los Angeles, The
Mormons were astute businessmen. Many, includ-
ing Hunt, were engaged in wagon freighting.
Members of the colony were also working hard on
two money-making ventures to pay off the mort-—
gage on the rancho, the production of wheat and
flour in the valley and lumber in the mountains,
These had to be taken to the fast-growing, fast-
building Los Angeles area.

When those hardy pioneers recognised a need,
they did something about it., Hunt soon had a
road built as far as Cucamonga, where it joined
the existing road. Participating in the project

ptain were well-known pioneers Joseph Hancock, John
=2 Joffernon Sub Mayfield and the seven Bemis brothers. The
Base Line Road was the favorite one until the Southern Pacific Railroad came in 187,.8




July 1979

EARLY DAYS IN S.B.CITY SCHOOLS

By LILLIAN E. MILES !cms to California in 1921 with a life teaching creden-
tial from a Texas "Normal School," some seven years'
teaching experience and two years' clerical experience.
(Dallas Texas didn't give contracts to married teachers;
hence the change of vocation.) We had a long and expen-
sive family illness and I badly wanted a job to help clear
the debt we had incurred. But finding a job wasn't easy!
I was often asked if I waa a native "son" —— unfortunately
I was unable to qualify and furthermore I was married!
One day I entered the legal office of Leonard, Surr and
Hellyer to inquire about work and a very attractive young
secretary said, "There is no vacancy here, but they are
needing someone in the school offices."

Month'!s later, I was told that being a "furriner" and married were two counts against
me, but the Business Manager and the Superintendent thought that my background out-
weighed these disadvantages, so I was hired and began my more than 30 years as an
employee of the San Bernardino City School System.

OQur two-room offices were in the northeast first-floor corner of the first Sturges
building at REighth and "E" Streets. It was built to house a private "Academy" which
the young people from the elite families all attended; later it became the San Bernar-
dino High School, and, later still, when the Senior High School was built at 18th and
"EY ("way out in the cow pasture" as some patrons bitterly remarked), Sturges became
the "Intermsdiate School." It was thus functioning when I came into the picture. The
school's personnel consisted of Percy R. Davis, superintendent; C. V. Kelty, business
manager, and two office girls -- Miss Arthurine Heap and me. It was thought the super-
intendent didn't have enough to do to keep one secretary busy, so I worked half-time
for the superintendent and half for the business office.

There were ten elementary schools in the system:

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL COMMENT
"F® Street Miss Ella Harris Now Harding School
Fourth Street Miss Jessie Wilkinson School torn down
Highland Avenue Miss Isabelle Moore New school named Eliot
"I" Street Miss Anna Livingood Later Washington
Lincoln Mr. H. A. Wierwille
Meadowbrook Mrs. Grace Stopher
Metcalf Miss Emma Knight
Mt. Vernon Miss Sylvia Waters
Ramona Mrs, May Clark
Terrace Single teacher school
Urbita Single teacher, Miss Shaffer

Sturges (6th & 7th gr.) Miss Eudora C. Allen, principal, Miss Ina Rolfe, Vice-princip.
S. B. High School K. L. Stockton

My physical setup was a bit difficult. I didn't have a desk or a chair but sat on a
high stool at a long counter. One of my duties was t o answer the telephone. About the
second day I was on duty the phone rang and I reached for it. The stool tipped over
and the telephone and I came with it. Oh, what a clatter! There were a number of
people in the office and everyone rushed over to help untangle me. Shortly after I had
resumed my perch the telephone rang and one of the principals began a rapid fire report.

(Continued on Page 33)
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I hadn't the faintest idea who she was,
S g C’Ty SCHOOLS and said, "Pardon ms, but who is speak-
° ° ing?" She replied, "This is Miss .
(Continued from Page 32) You're slow to learn, aren't you, Honey?"|
S That wasn't my hest dayl
Shortly before, a mid-morning lunch had been instituted upon recommendation of Mrs,
Dorothea K. Stewart, our school health director. Children paid a penny for a glass of
milk and two graham crackers. The P.T.A. paid for children who couldn't afford it.
After the close of school each day the principals brought in their sacks of pennies and
we counted and rolled madly to get them ready for banking next morning. Once a thief
broke into the office, ruined our safe and stole all our pennies.

Our school supplies and central library were in the basement. Each alternate week
principals would order supplies; on the other weeks they would order library books for
the classrooms., They had a first, second, and third choice of books, and third choices
were often received with frowns. It was Arthurine's and my job to £ill the supply boxes
and to tie the books into bundles. Mr, E. O. Ames, our one general maintenance man,
delivered both supplies and books., The basement was a dusty place to work and on requis-
ition day Arthurine and I acquired large coverall aprons to wear as a protection. One
day a man saw me coming up the stairs and called, "Hey! Are you the janitor around here?!

There was no central record of children enrolled in the different schools and our super-
intendent knew it was needed. So this big task was begun. Likewise, there was no cent-
ral file on our teachers, past or present. If an inquiry came in asking about an ex-
teacher's service and competency our reference sources were: Ask Mr, Wierwille, prin-
cipal of Lincoln School, or ask Miss Livingood at "I" Street, or if neither could remem-
ber, get out all the old payrolls, and go over them carefully to find when and where the
teacher worked. When the above major undertakings began we hired another secretary,

Miss Dolores Kinsella.

Our office was a busy place, but a happy one. There was one genuine camaraderie and
a spirit of mutual helpfulness. School personnel often came by just to say "hello" or
to bring us a bouquet of flowers, or possibly some oranges. Sometimes they regalsd us
with stories of past happenings.

Not too many years before I came to town a group of lively youngsters were ready to
groduate from high school, It is a harrowing story, but I feel it must be toldl April
Fool's day was approaching and the girls got together and decided each would wear a
stocking of one color on one leg and a stocking of another color on the other. Some
even found striped hose! Of course their skirts were almost long enough to touch the
ground but it was whispered that some girls were bold enough to 1ift their skirts a bit
so that the curious could see what kind of hose they were wearing. Furthermore, they
had each packed a lunch and with the boys of the class, who gladly joined them, departed
for Harlem Springs, almost to Highland, and had a picnic lunch.

Now Mr. L. L. Beeman, the High School principal was a man of Puritan convictions, a
stern believer that "Order was Heaven's First Law." I understand he expelled the group
and declared he would never let students of that caliber
graduate. There were writeups and a picture in the paper
with opinions pro and con. Finally Board of Education
members intervened and the class graduated. Next year,
Mr. K. L. Stockton became the High School Principal, a

man with less stern philosophy.

Time marched along and on Oct. 23, 1923, we had an ear-
thquake that shook the town. The third story of the old
Sturges building was badly damaged and various inspectors
declared it unsafe for occupancy. (Continued on Page 35)
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THE COOLEY RANCH

By HAZEL E. OLSON

thheSantammVeronme west and In-
terstate Highwy 395 to the east, lies the
historic George Cooley ranch. It is now being de-
veloped as the Rancho Mediterranean by Villelli
Enterprises,

George Cooley was born in Kent, England in 1831, s ~
He married Ellen Tolputt in 1853 and they migrated
to New Orleans the same year. Soon ai‘beoi, tg; The Cooley home as it looks today
moved to Utah and later to the San Bernardino valley. At age 25 he purchased 200 acres
on the banks of the Santa Ana River for $3.50 an acre. It was one of the finest ranches
in southern California and eventually totaled over 400 acres in size,

The Cooley home, started in the 1860's originally had three rooms., Its large front
parlor was constructed of adobe bricks because Mrs, Cooley's frail health required this
type of structure. As the family grew, so did the house, with Cooley and his sons
adding more rooms., Sixteen children were raised here.

During the Pullman Car strike about 1894, some of their employees asked Mr. Cooley if
they could earn money to tide them over by painting and decorating his house. They
painted designs on canvas, the same way the Pullman cars were adorned and glued the
strips to the ceiling, These were still in good condition when I walked through and
around the old house in 1965. The adobe room's woodwork was also painted by these
same artisans and it was very striking.

The upstairs was divided into two rooms. The east room contained the girls! bedroom
and they ascended a stairway from the storage room to reach it. The boys slept in the
west room and reached it by means of an outside stairway.

For nearly & century the Cooley Ranch was also known as Indian Knolls., The name was
derived when indians found refuge on knolls on the property during the 1860's floods.
Subsequent farming has obliterated most of these lmolls.

Mr, Cooley was very active in the commnity. He belonged to the Democratic Party and
was president of the Board of Supervisors of San Bernardino County for three years. He
passed away in 1916 at the age of 84; his wife Ellen died two years before.

The house has been vacant since the late 1950's. When I inspected it the room that
fascinated me most was the baby room. There were no doors or windows within reaching
the floor. One could step over or lean over and put a baby on the floor. There was
no way a small child could get out of there and with an old mattress inside the baby
couldn't get hurt. It really looked like a child saver to me and a good idea to use
today in most homes with.small children.

This old home has so much charm; it would have made a good museum. If it could only
talk what stories it could tell == of joy and sorrows of this courageous family over
the 100 years since it came into being. It sits on the hill now, slowly decaying. No
one knows what to do with it, apparently.

Today there is no Cooley Ranch anymore. It was sold because of high property taxes.
Construction began on the old ranch on August 6, 1975 by the Villelli Enterprises of
1a Habra, who call their new project the Rancho Mediterranean. They are sympathetic
to and understand the significence of the old ranch house and it is hoped it can be

restored to live again.m
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NOW JIN FREPARATION ~ HERTTAGR TALES-——1979

Ouwr next iassue of Heri Tales is being prepared for
publication in August, 1979, according to its editor,

Richard D. Thompson. It will feature articles by three
cal authors, as follows:

1. LARRY BURGESS, who tells the emthrelling story of
ane of the valley's greatest civil engineers, FRED
T. PEERIS.

2, DOROTHY relates her experiences as an early
resident and sc teacher in San Bernardino.

3. FRED HOLLADAY wirites about one of the county's
greatest gold-producing towns, VANDERBILT, now
virtually unknown in kdstorical records,

Only paid-up society members will receive a FREE copy

of this fascinating bock, so be certain you qualify for
another publication you wan't want to miss!

bulietin board Listed below are City of San Bernardino Historical Soaist:
meetings for the next three months, ALl will be held at
Piomeer Memorial Hall, 545 North "F* Street, San Bernardino, starting at 12:00 Noon:
Thursday, July 5 == Regular Meeting

Thursday, July 26 — Directorts Meeting
Thursday, Aug., 2 -« Regular Meeting F
Thursday, Aug. 30 — Direetor's Meeting
& Thursday, Sept. 6 —— Regular Meeting

;A Thursday, Sept. 27 == Director's Meeting

S.B., CITY SCHOOLS: It had to razed and bonds floated, not only to replace Sturges but
modernize existing elementary schools and to add to others... Our population was growe
ingt-

Dr. Davis left to assume the superintendency of schools at Santa Monica and Dr. C.
Ray Holbrook took his place. Under his regime there was an extensive building program,
a new Administration Building at 799 "F" Street, a new Sturges, Harding, Jefferson,
Riley and Eliot were built and other achools remodeled., While old Sturges was rebuilt
we rented office space in the Gentry Building at 4th near “E" Streets. The new Admin-
istration Building was completed in August, 1926. On one of the hottest days of the
year we moved in, bag and baggage.

I worked under nine different administrators; Percy R. Davis, C. R. Holbrook, L. E.
Adams, A. D. Graves, Charles Suffield (acting Supt.), J. R. Croad, Gowdon W. Park,
Clifford Mattox (acting Supt.), and Eugene Mueller. My years with the San Bernardino
City Schools were happy ones and I had the privilege of working under superiors who -
were thoughtful and considerate and dedicated to the welfare of children,

The school system has grown mightily during the last 58 years. When I came in 1921
there was 1 high school (now 4 "comprehensive" and 2 special ones); 1 intermediate
(now 7 in number); 11 elementary (37 regular, plus 3 special ones now exist); 1 maint-
enance man (now 150); 3 secretaries, or clerks (now around 350 are employed) and 11

custodians, most part time(now over 200), Plus 400 or more teacher aids , I don't
have the number of teachers in 1921, thus have no basis for comparison now. @
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OFF MY BOOKSHELF

BOOK REWEWS F THE many books published during the 1880's to in=-

By JOHN BRIGHT duce travel into southern California (and to increase

the incomse of authors), a favorite is California Of The
South, Its Physical Geography, Climate, Resocurces, Routes
of Travel and Health Resorts, by Walter Lindley, M.D. and
J. P. Widney, A.M., M.D. This small wvolume of soms 350
pages was published in 1888 by Appleton & Co., complete
with illustrations and maps. TIllustrations which, with
the text, would create an irressistable urge in the
Easterner to drop everything and take the next train (at
reduced fares) to the land where "within the great San
Bernardino Valley almost every staple indigenous to both
the sub-tropical and temperate zones is produced."

Although Dr. Lindley and Widney may have wisited south-
ern California, much of the text has been cribbed from
newspapers, periodicals and other boom era books, This
has the advantage of accurate information from reliahle
sources, Regardless, it is valuable to us (natives) as
a probable cause of our being '"natives."

A mst for those interested in the rancho era in Calif=-
ornia is Robert G. Cowan's Ranchos of California: a list of Spanish Concessions 1775~
1822 and Mexican Grants 1822-1@. San Bernardino County has eight entries, including
Cucamonga, Muscupiabe, Cajon de los Negros, Rincon, San Bernardino, Chino and Yucaipa,
Riverside County has thirteenl

The book is well indexed and even includes a Glossary of Spanish and Mexican words.
Ranchos of California is still in print for $9.00.

A couple of years ago A California-Nevada Travel Diary of 1876, by David A. D'Ancona
was published in a limited edition of 350 copies by Norton B. Stern of Santa Monica. It
had appeared in eleven installments in the Jewish Messenger of New York in 1876 but had
not been published as a book.

As President of the Grand Lodge No, 4 of the B'nai B'rith, D'Ancona made & trip
throughout California and part of Nevada. He had a gift for description and a talent
for probing behind the obvious, A small portion of his last chapter, "los Angeles to
San Bernardino and Return to San Francisco."

This is not a monumental local history. However, anyone interested in the early Jew-
ish commmities of the southwest will find it a valuable addition to the library. It
is now out of print and is considered one of the rare contemporary titles.sm

STILL AVAILAELE: A few copies of our first annual,
HERITAGE TALES - 1978. Its contents include neverw-
before told yarns about the founding of San Bernar-
dinot's Chinatown, by Richard Thampson; the true
story of the EARP CLAN in San Bernardino County, by
Fred Holladay; reminiscences of a State Highway
engineer, detailing the history of some of our
county's early roads and Book Reviews by Kent
Schofield.

Copies are still available locally from THE HAPPY
BOOKER, 267 E. 4Oth Street and D/J BOOKS, 3269 N.
WE" Street, for $5.00 a copy. Don't hesitate—get
your copy NOW—this is a real collector's iteml
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