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UNCLE GEORGE LORD

By FRED HOLLADAY

HE last rites were over and the body lowered into its
| grave. As hundreds of mourners left Pioneer Cemetery
the solemnn tones of the Court House clock tolled off the
97 years of the deceased's life., Those who had been dry-
eyed btefore, cried now, The haunting chimes emphasized
the extent of their loss. Their beloved patriarch, Uncle
George Lord, had completed his earthly pilgrimage.

John Adams was our President and many of the signers of
the Declaration of Independence were still alive when
George lLord was born on June 27, 1800, in New York City.
His father, a sea captain, died while in harbor quarant-
ine of yellow fever, and with his passing, his young san was forced to shift for himself,

Lord entered the mercantile business in New York at the age of 28, but overwork imp-
aired his health and he was forced to seek a better climate, For the next twenty years
he lived in Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, and finally settled in Iowa, where a disastrous
fire wiped out his store in 1848. Soon after, news reached Jowa of the gold discovery
in California and Lord purchased four yoke of oxen, fitted out a wagon with supplies—
including eight pair of moccasins, seven of which he wore out while walking across the
plains--and left for the Golden State im April, 1849.

Traversing the Green River and Fort Hall route without incident, Lord reached Calif-
ornia on September 8, 18,9, First mining in the Steep Hollow region, he met with early
success, although the high cost of living kept profits lower than anticipated. Butter
and potatoes sold for $3.00 a pound and vinegar, $16.00 a gallon. By 1851, however, he
had acocumilated $5,000 in gold dust and left the Yuba River, near Downieville, for
San Francisco to return to Iowa.

(Continued on page 41)
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EDITOR’S COLUMA

IT IS remarkable so many errors have
appeared in Western History books, mag-
azine and newspaper articles and contine-
ue to be repeated, simply because most
authors have "eppied" from previous
works, rather than research contemporary
records for the true facts.

A prime example can be found in the
hundreds of stories written about Billy
"The Kid.," Until a short tims ago, it
was an acknowledged faet that his real
nams was William Bonney. Then one of
his recent biographers took the time to
dig around in the archives of Santa Fe,
New Mexieo and found his real name was
aetually Henry McCarty and that Bonney
was but one of the many aliases he used
during his life of erims,

ks one of our eountry's most respect-
ed western authors and researcher, the
late Ramon F. Adams, once said:

“,,.I find that people are still writ-
ing on subjects they know little about
and are blindly following early legends
that have been told as history. Let us
hope that some day before this century
has passed, such writings will bs dis~
continued and historians who lmow how
to do research will take over."

It takes more time to research a sub=
jeot one writes about, but the end sat-
isfaction, knowing you've dug out every
possible fact-—and verifying same—is
well=worth the labor involved.

That is why we are proud of our local
ODYSSEY editors. They are researchers
firet and writers second, That still
doesn't mean errors won't appear, but
if they do it makes one even more care-
ful the next time around,

We still need more historical stories
about the San Bernardino valley and hope
some of our readers will dig in and fure
nish us with a few articles, Also, if
there is a story about some part of the
valley, or one of it's characters you'd
1ike to read in OI¥SSEY, let us know
and we will try to honor your request,

LA .F.H.
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Returning to the Hawkeye state via the Isthmus of
GEORGE LORD Panama, over the new Nicaragud route, Lord suffered
many difficulties and delays. He had expected to

(Continued from page 39) stay in Iowa, but upon his arrival found the state
had lost its charm, so he set about disposing of
his interests to return to California. Before leaving he met Miss Arabella Singleton,
a natiwe of England, and persuaded her to becoms his wife. Mr. and Mrs. Lord reached
the San Bernardino valley in 1852 where, impressed with its beautiful weather, and fer-
tile soil, they made this their permanent home.

Unele George Lord becams a charter member of the San Bernardino Society of California
Pioneers in 1888 and was elected its first president, Under his steady guidance, the
soclety grew and prospered, and when he was forced to resign his position because of ill
health on January 2, 1897, his fellow argonauts created, and conferred upon him, the
title of Honorary Past President. He was also a member of the Masons, having joined in
1828, and of the 0Odd Fellows, Joining in 1833, Towards the end of his life, Uncle
George presented his gold-tipped cane to the Pioneer Society. The cane was to be kept
in the possession of the oldest member of the Society. Once, when Nicholas P, Earp,
father of the famous Earp boys, held the distinction of being the oldest member and
therefore held the cane, "somebody angered him (Earp) beyond tolerance" and he proceed-
ed to whack his antagonist over the head with the cane. It broke in two, but is still
a treasured momento of the Pioneersand is one of the many artifacts on display in
Pioneer Memorial Hail,

Lord was the first man to successfully cultivate the raisin grape in the valley, and
won the first prize ever offered for the same in los Angeles, A temperate man, gifted
with 2 kind and helpful demeanor, he was also wnswerving in adherence to his convict=
ions., His "conscience was his guide," and to do right, his religion. Though of limited
education, he was a delightful and entertaining speaker.

Many of George Lord's descendants are still living in San Bernardino., Rita Lord,wife
of Frederick Ward Lord and owner of Lord's Funeral Chapel on Mt. Vermon Avenue, is a
member of the Pioneer Memorial Hall Building Board, Fred, son of George Lord, Jr., and
grandson of''lncle George," was a very active member of the Pioneer Society up to the
time of his death. Fred and Rita had two children; Margaret, now deceased, and Ray.
Other descendents include Harold George Lord, owner of Lord's Cleaners; Harold's sister
Hagel Lord Freeman; and his two sons, Wayne and Gary. Harold is the son of Harry Loxd,
a brother of Fred's, and therefore also a grandson of George Lord, Sr.

When Uncle George Lord died on February 8, 1898, almost 200 carriages followed his
remains to the cemetery. In the line of march
were 220 Masons, 170 0dd Fellows and 70 pioneers.
It was probably the largest funeral procession
in the history of San Bernardino for many years
to come, A special poem was written by William
Stephens, Pioneer Poet laureate, and perhaps its
final stanza sums up Uncle George's philosophy
of the hereafter:

"We know full well that Uncle George's sprite
Survived the stroke of death and dwells for aye
Within a land where those who live aright
Enjoy the tree whose fruits can ne'er decay."O

STRIKE A BLOW TO HELP PRESERVE OUR LOCAL HISTORY! THE CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEELS NEW MEMBERS, AND/OR TAX-FREE DONATIONS TO CONTINUE ITS
EFFORTS. SIGN~UP A RELATIVE, FRIEND, OR NEIGHBOR TODAYI
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PIONEER CEMETERY

By ARDA M. HAENSZEL

BIONEES tend by nature to be self-reliant indiv-
idualists. So a few residents in newly-established
San Bernardino declined to Join the rest of the Mor-
mon c¢olony in the stockade, though in 1851 there was
a very real threat of an Indian attack. They had
settled on the low bluff to the north of a swampy
area, known around the turn of the century as Garmn-
er's Swamp. It has since been developed into Secc-
ombe lake.

When the Indian raid failed to develop, and the
town was laid out, the area lay at the east end of
7th Street, just outside the limits of the 1853
survey. There had been a few burials there, and in April 1857 the town purchased the
northeast corner of Tth and Kirtland Streets (Sierra Way) from Lyman, Rich, and Co.
for $125, to be used as a town cemetery. Buwrials on the south side of 7th were moved
into the new plot,

No provisions for care were made, and a condition of neglect prompted the editor of
the Guardian on Dec. 7, 1867, to print a reproach.
"THE GRAVEYABD— A feeling of respect pervades commmities in general for the place
where lie buried the remains of those esteemed in life and mourned in death. 4nd it
is very common nowadays to have these grounds ornamented and laid off with taste and
skill. This, of course, applies more particularly to large cities; still, in small
commmities, there is no reason why something should not be done to embellish and
make attractive the resting place of the dead. A walk through our graveyard last
Sunday evening brought to our notice the great necessity for doing something by way
of improving the appearance of that mourmnful locality. Considerable care has been
taken with some of the enclosures, but we were sorry to see, in several instances,
that headstones had heen knocked over and broken. This, we presume, is the effect
of permitting stock to roam over the field; they rub against the headstone, which
is thus overturned and broken. Although there is a fence enclosing the grounds,
still there must be openings unguarded, for animals were grazing there when we made
our visit. This should not be permitted.... It is at least very unfortunate to see
such desecration as graves trampled on by cattle, and monuments defaced and destroy-
ed, Trees might be procured and planted, and something be done to make more pleas-
ant, or to deprive of some of its harsher features, the last, long home of poor hum-
ani‘by."

If there was a favorahle response to his appeal, it was not permanent. According to
the minutes of the town Board of Trustees, Feb. 13, 187L, "a public meeting of citizen
need" had been held at the graveyard Feb, 8, Accordingly, James W. Waters and Horace
C. Rolfe presented a petition to the Trustees, after which the Board voted to "take
charge of the public graveyard." Furthermore, it appointed C. H. Thomas as Sexton. The
town had officially assumed responsibility for the cemetery. In succeeding years it
has been expanded to the east, and alsc to the north, behind the Jewish Home of Etern=
ity Cemetary, which has adjoined it since 186l. In 1915 the San Bernardino Society of
California Pioneers requested that the cemetery be named the Pioneer Cemetery., This
was appropriate because of the graves there of so many men and women who participated
in the exciting events that comprise the history of San Bernardino, and the West. O
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THE PAVILION

By RICHARD D, THOMPSON

HE City Pavilion was built on
_|_the site of what is now the
Municipal Auditorium largely throu-
gh the efforts of the Pioneer Soc-
iety. They have always been proud
of this fact, and justifiably so.
The edifice was farmally dedicated
on Jan. 1, 1891, by the Pioneer
Society and city officials. It was
built at a cost of only $12,000,
the money coming from left-over
funds of the $160,000 approved by
voters for a city water system, For 22 years it was the city's gathering place on
great occasions, During the stirring political campaigns of the late 1890', political
demonstrations were held that "were marwvels in the way of attendence." Great religious
gatherings were held there and some of the country's famous revivalists preached from
its platform. Every Memorial Day, thousands of people came to pay special honor to the
memory of the nation's dead.

It was the scene of many social affairs; numerous balls and parties were given there,
and it was the site of the annual Catholic fair, where hundreda came to enjoy the decor-
ated booths, programs and dancing. Mrs. L. L. Beeman conducted kindergarten during its
later years, and Company K, the local contingent of the National Guard, used the base-
ment as an armory. The last great gathering held in the pavilion was when the famous
California Governor, Hiram Jomson, addressed a crowd and explained the benefits of his
proposed constitutianal amendments,

At one o'clock one fine September morning in 1913, the building was literally hlown
to pileces when the armory of Company K caught fire. San Bernardino was treated to its
most spectacular display of fireworks ever seen. Several thousand rounds of ammnition
were discharged, with the detonation of larger shells and rattle of lighter cartridges
producing a veritable battle for city residents, hundreds of whom "thronged to the fire
in bathrobes, pajamas, and even more abbreviated costumes,"

The Fire Department was on the scene in lass than two minutes from the time the alarm
was sounded, but their efforts were, of necessity, centered on preventing the spread of
the flames to the adjoining grounds of St, Catherine's Convent and other Catholic build=-
ings. The Pioneer log cabin was saved, although the heat threatened to kindle the be-
loved little home of the Pioneers and reduce it and its priceless contents to ashes.
Lines of hose were strung from Sixth Street, and streams of water were played on the
huge cypress and other trees close to the burning building but most were so seriously
damaged as to require their removal,

Five minutes after the building caught fire, the stores of the militia began to be
heard from, and for ten minutes there was a continual rattle of exploding shells. One
detonation mowed down a row of upright framework and blew fragments of roof and rafters
hundreds of feet into the air. Tongues of flame reared a hundred feet into the air,
casting a noonday light over the city and radiating heat that could be felt for blocks.
The newly constructed bandstand was burned, and the heat so intense that the frame curb-
ing to the park walks around the building started to burn and crept hundreds of feet
away from the fire proper.

(Continued on page 44)




September 1979

PAVILION

(Continued from Pg. 43)

A newspaper article reported that "people awakened by the
intense glare thought that the border had been transplanted
a couple of hundred miles north and the revolutionists turn-
ed loose," This was in reference to the Mexican Revolution,
of course, then under full sway,

The origin of the fire was never discovered. It was sus-

pected that the cause was attributable to a cigar or cigaret-
te stub, as parties passing the park a short time before the

+ fire heard voices in the direction of the Pavilion, and these

persons may have carelessly dropped a lighted remnamt in soms

"~ combustible matter,

Today a marker informs passersby on Sixth Street, almost
midway between "E" and “F" Streets, of the existance of the
old landmark. The wooden marker, shaped in the form of an
arrowhead, has recently been restored as a part of the hi-
centennial program and should help in arousing the historical
interests of the citizens of San Bernardino,

IN its teens, after the departure of the
Mormons, our town missed the cohesiveness and
organization exsrcised by its founders. As a
key center for wagon freighting and coach
travel on the important main routes through
the two passes, it was continuing to grow
commercially. Still a frontier village, it was beginning to look outside its own, imm=-
ediate concerns to its role in the developing west. Lacking a Chamber of Commerce,
the editor of the Guardian felt obliged to call the attention of the citizens to the
importance of the town's reputation among travelers and commercial interests. Under
the head, "Let Us Mend Our Ways," in the February 23, 1867 issue, he wrote:

"We think not alone the authorities, but the people of this locality generally,
are very remiss in the mtter of repairs of roads and highways. The road by
which access is had to the town, that usually traveled by the stages, is in a
very discreditable condition, and, beside, most dangerous. This road should
certainly be made passable, which it is not at present -~ no, not even jackass=-
able, It is with the utmost difficulty horses can drag their loads over this
quagmire, It is a reproach to any people to hawe so bad an approach to their
town. But this is not the only road — though it is the most important —- which
requires immediate repairs., Every way one undertakes to drive into or out of
town, he is in danger of accidents from the deep ruts in the road, and uncovered
watercourses crossing at all angles, This certainly should not be; it argues
badly for the intelligence of a commmity who permit the continuance of such

hindrances to ingress and egress."

STILL AVAILARLE: A few copies of our first annual,
HERITAGE TALES - 1978. Its contents include never-

before told yarns about the founding of San Bernar-
dino's Chinatown, by Richard Th on; the true
story of the EARP C in San Bernardino County, by
Fred Holladay; reminiscences of a State Highway p
engineer, detailing the history of soms of our
county's early roads and Book Reviews by Kent
Ml $5nw each, or “noo by mil
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HERITAGE TALES -1

U BSR fd The City of San Bernardino Historical Society proudly announces the
BN (=l issue of their second historical annual, HERITAGE TALES - 19791 The
Al all-new book will be available to all paid-up members FREE at the Soc=
iety's first regular meeting on Thursday, September 6, 1979, at our
s historical home, 772 North "D" Street, starting at 12:00 Noon. We urge
members to try to pickup their copy of the annual then because of the
# high cost of mailing same, However, if you are unable to do so, your
copy will be mailed to you at a later date,

Author's reception will be held at the S.B. City Hall on Oct. 15:
= An author's reception, open not only to our members, btut to all int-
erested parties throughout the valley, will be held at San Bernardino's

City Hall on Monday, October 15, 1979, starting at 1:00 P.M, in the reception room loc=-
ated in the Court Street entrance to the hall, on the ground floor opposite the elevat-
ors.

All the authors of HERITAGE TALES - 1979 will be preseat then to autograph your copy
of the annual., They include:

DOROTHY INGRAHM - retired City School Administrator, who writes of her experiences
teaching in local schools.

LARRY BURGESS —~- Archivest of the A. H. Smiley Library at Redlands, author of the
biography of one of the valley's greatest civil engineers, Fred Perris.

FRED HOLLADAY — Local author, who recalls the fascinating social history of the
county?s greatest gold-mining town. , Vanderbilt.

JOHNNIE ANN RALPH — Librarian from Cal-State, San Bernardino, whose sparkling
reviews of local history becoks add a nice, finishing touch to the publication, and

RICHARD D, THOMPSON — Editor of not only HERITAGE TALES - 1979, but the society's
first annual, released last year.

Copies of the new HERITAGE TALES - 1979, and the society's HERITAGE TALES - 1978
wd1ll be available at the reception for a donation of $5.00 each, or can be mailed
as a gift to a friend of your choice for a total cost of $6.00 per copy.

We hope that every member of the society can spare a few moments to attend the
Author'!s reception and meet our hard-working authors and other officers of the organiz-
ation, We also wish to thank our Advisory Consultant, Thelma Press, for setting up the
reception and,to the City Hall staff for letting us use their facilities, our thanks
for their extended courtesies.(

AN ACRE!

In 1854, after the town was laid out, Lyman and
Rich sold the one-acre lots for $100 each, Many
Mormons, when they left hastily in 1857, lost heav-
11y in the emergency sale of thelr property. The buy=-
ers were ahle to make a good profit on the purchases,
for in ten years the price had substantially increas-
ed. According to the Guardian of November 30, 1867,
“A small house with an acre lot, in town, was sold
for the sum of $700, Now think of the value of an
acre of land downtown a century later. It is being
sold today by the square foot, at inflated prices!
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BOOK REVIEWS | FRCM.OW BOOKSHELVES:

MONG the local history titles that form the basis of
By JOHN ERIGHT ]2 good collection is History of San Bernardino County,
]c.g.‘!é.tomi_aa By Wallace W. Elliott & Co., San Francisco,

L]

This history is wnique in that it included the "History
of San Diego County, California." As each county history
would hawe taken about half the number of pages, the pub-
lishers conbined the two but sold them as separate books.
That is: when the histories were bound, a new title page
and front conver was printed up — one for San Bermardino
County and one for San Diego County. So the residents of
each county could have their own book.

Copies of the original are quite scarce and when found
are in rather poor condition. However, the Riverside
Museum Press reissued the title in 1965 with an introduc-
tion by Harry W. lawton, author of Willie Boy. The reprint
may still be available at from $12.50 to $17.50 a copy if
you can find it,

As is the case with many of the local histories on our shelves, there is a certain
nostalgia with our copy of Elliot. Many years ago, while in San Francisco, we were told
that one of the largest and most influential (so far as price setting was concerned)
booksellers had a copy.

When we asked the salesperson if we could see it, as we were interested in purchasing
same, she asked us to wait until she notified the store owner. After an appropriate
delay, he came out of the depths of his back room with Elliot under his arm.

The book was in very good condition and we were definitely in the market. So, we
started feeling him out for a price. Either his lunch was not resting well in his sto-
mach or the eagerness of this non-San Franciscan was stirring up the acids, He hemmed
and burped and told us of all his regular customers who would be interested, We hemmed
and didn't burp and made him a ridiculous offer (for that time). That we didn't burp
probably ruined his day.

He tucked the Elliot under his arm and against his ample paunch with, "I don't think
that I want to sell now. I'll let you know when I do."

As he opened the door into his office, he emitted the longest, loudest and ear-shatt-
ering beleh, He tumed toward us, red of face, and said, "Dam it, but please excuse
me ."

We did, but we didn't buy our Elliot from him, O

bulletin board Listed below are Second Edition now availahle of:
meetings of the GHOS . OF
@ 32 pages describing over 20

City of San Bernardino Historical Society
for the next two months. All will be held towns in San Bernardino &
in owr new home at 772 N. "D" Street: L.A. Counties. Only $2.50
Thurs., Sept. 6 - Regular Meeting (tax & mailing included)
Thurs., Sept. 27 = Director's Meeting Order from:
Thurs., Oct. 4 = Regular Meeting Alan Hensher, 54564
Thurs., Oct. 25 = Director's Meeting Village Green,
Los Angeles, CA 90016

ALL MEETINGS START AT 12:00 NOON
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Historical Soclety Member

Sen Bemardino, CA 92404 (714) 883-2420
(714) 825-0103 moNDs 289-000
JAMES M. SMITH
Vice President, Investments Honinger, White and Newland Insurance

Historical Society Director

DEAN WITTER REYNOLDS ING.
388 West Fourth S1.. San Bernardlao, GA 82401

(T14) 8689-0741

COMPLETE INOGURANCE SERVICE

Historiocal Society Membex

EVEREYT WHITE 841 W, 85D STREXY

Bua. 889.0801 swrz 8
Rzs. 883-0900 BAN DEAMAROING, CALIF,




