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THE story of the Log Cabin begins
PlONEER LO GAg,N in March of 1901, when plans were
being made for a strest fair to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
By RICHARD D. THOMPSON the arrival of the Mormons in San
Bernardino. The fair was schedul-
ed to coincide with a tour by Pre-
sident McKinley through neighbor-
ing cities in the hope he might be
persuaded to visit San Bernardino.
Many suggestions were tendered by
members of the Pioneer Society,
but. everyone agreed that construct-
ion of a log cabin, decorated in a
pioneer motif with appropriate re-
lics for display, would best con-
vey the "Spirit of 149." In May,
a committee was sent to Vale's
Fern Dell Ranch in Waterman Canyon
to secure an existing log cakin,
The cabin was described as being
"very ancient," about 12! by 16!,
built with alder logs, clay fire-
place and wattle chimney, shake
L 2 roof, one window--complete down to
— = ' — the traditional latchstring. The
cabdn was removed plece by piece and reconstructed on Court Street, the property being
donated by R. F. Garner, It was ornamented on the outside with several animal hides
and skulls, The inside was furnished with authentic, hand-made furniture, There were
over 300 curiosities on display, including Kit Carson's rifle, Daniel Boane's compass,
Nicholas Earp'!s bowle knife, kitchen items found at the Donner Party campsite in Donn-
er's pass, a spinning wheel, and hundreds of other artifacts,
(Continued on page 41)
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[EDITOR’S COLUMN

ODYSSEY is almost a year old! This issue
eompletes Volume 1 and we hope to be able
to issue many more volumes during the
years to come.

Since we have had so many requests for
back-issues of ODYSSEY and none on hand
to fulfill same, we have decided to re=
print the first six issues and bind them
in attractive, durable covers, The re-
prints are from the original make-up
sheets, sans advertising, and will be
limited to an edition of 90 books. If
you want a copy of this bound edition,
please reserve one as soon as possible
for we don't expsct them to last long,
Please see Page 55 of this issue for com-
plete details on how to obtain a copy.

We hope you have enjoyed ODYSSEY during
the past year and that you!ll continue to
be a member of our fast-growing City of
San Bernardino Historical Soclety. We are
planning a few changes in ODYSSEY's format
next year, which we hope will make the
publication even more pleasing to the eye
and have also lined up soms unusual hist-
orical articles for your reading pleasure.

We still need more articles, however,
about San Bernardino and its surrounding
valley and invite you to submit one for
possible publication. Although we have
a fine staff of contributing authors, we
can always use more stories from our mem-
bers and friends,

We also welcome suggestions from our
readers and oriticism too. If their is
some facet you feel should be changed or
covered, please let us know and we'll try
to oblige.

But, in the meantime, thanks to all of
you == both readers and writers — for
making it possible for us to bring ODYSSEY
to youl

"PoHo
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The exhibit was a smashing success and although Mc-~
Kinley was unable to visit the city, he eulogised the

LOG c AE l N pioneers for their efforts, In October, the cabin was
destroyed,

(Continued from Page 49) Two years later another street fair was held, in hone
or of the formation of San Bernardino County in 1853,
Another log cabin was built from scratch. President Roosevelt, passing through the city
about this time desired to enter it, but due to security and a tight schedule this was
impossible, so he simply tipped his hat and waved to the pioneers while passing by. Al=-.
though an attempt was made to secure a permanent site for this cabin, none was forthcom-
ing, so it was also destroyed.

In 1907, proposals were made for construction of a third cabin, to be located either
in Meadowbrook Park or Lugo (Ploneer) Park, Feeling an emotional tie to the latter site
the Pioneers made impassioned pleas to the Mayor and City Council for permission to lo-
cate there. They agreed, but for soms unexplained reason the cabin was not built in the
park that year.

San Bernardino held another fair in 1908 and a Pioneer committee was dispatched to the
Knapp Ranch in the mountains to cut logs for a new cabin., Although these men were all
over 70, nothing, not even a snowstorm which occurred in the midst of their labors,
could dampen their spirits. This cabin was located behind the Carnegie Library on the
corner of Fourth and "D" Streets, on property donated by Mrs. Kiplinger, owner of the
Opera House., Two autograph books were kept during the festival and although 8,254 per-
sons signed their names, it was estimated over 24,000 visited the cahin during the week
the festival was held.,

The cabin remained on Fourth Street until the Mayor and City Council agreed once again
to let it be located in Lugo Park. On November 11, 1911, the cornerstone was dedicated
there and many items placed in a4 box and sealed within. Three months later the Pioneers
moved into their new home and the city honored them by renaming the area "Pioneer Park."

Over the following years additions were added to the Pioneer Log Cabin, until it en=-
compassed nearly 5,000 square feet in size. The original 18'x20! structure was used for
the ldtchen, a 1913 annex became the dining hall, a 1925 addition served as a dance hall
and meeting room and the final 1932 extension included rest rooms, smoking lounge and
cloak room, The Pioneer Log Cabin's fame spread throughout the country. One woman,
visiting from New York, came to see the old cabin she had read about in her local news-
per. Literally thousands of people enjoyed use of the cabin. Whether they be msmber,
guest, visitor, or square dancer, everybody was welcome. The motto of the Pioneer Cabin
was "The latchstring is always on the outside"-~the pioneer wey of saying, '"Welcome,"
Many a loving couple exchanged vows in the cabin as well, for it made the perfect wedd-
ing chapel for those of pioneer stock.

Then, in December, 1973, tragedy struck and the beloved
cabin was completely destroyed by fire. It is known that
the blage began in the kditchen in the east end of the
building, Almost everything within a 50-foot radius of
that area was burnt beyond salvage. The biggest loss
was the destruction of hundreds of photographs and por-
traits of early pioneers.

But pioneers know how to face adversity and a modermn
fire-place structure was erected on the site of the old
cabin, containing those few artifacts that escaped the
fire. It is still welcoming visitors, who gaze upon the
remnants of past history and dream about the days of '49
when those gallant old pioneers entered San Bernardino
valley and founded our great city.
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OUR OLDEST PROTESTANT CHURCH;

By BERYL HOLCOMB

THIS YEAR St. Paul's Methcdist Church
under the ministry of The Rev, Dr.
Robert B. Davis, issued commemorative
plates honoring its being the second
oldest United Methodist Protestant
Church in San Bernardino. The plate
features 'The Tower', located at the
entrance to the Sanctuary, at the hud
of the Church Plant, which is the sym-
bol of the upward reach, pointing one'sg
thoughts to the spiritual. The cross
at the top is known as the budded
cross, the arms of which terminate in
trefoil form, thus symbolizing the
Holy Trinity.

It was in 1858 that St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, South, under the ministry
of Rev. Mr. Burns, first held services in San Bernardino County, beginning with a small
Sunday School and occasionsl Missionary meetings which were held in a little adobe
school house. The church was formally organized in 1862, and a lot was purchased in
1864 on the north side of Fifth Strest, just east of "E" Street, on which, two year's
later, the church's first building was constructed. ILater, under the ministry of Rev,

J. B. Johnston, the building was sold to the Christian Church and moved to another loc-
ation, In 1889, a new St. Paul's was erected with a seating capacity of about 400.

The San Bernardino Mission Charge was formed at the Annual Conference in 1867, with
Rev. L. M., Leihy appointed preacher. In 1869, from this Charge, the First Methodist
Episcopal Church was organigzed by Rev. A. L. Bateman. Dr. and Mrs. Peacock presented
the church with s lot and small house which they fitted up and furnished as a chapel at
their expense, on the east side of "D" Street, between Second and Third Streets, and the
property was officially deeded to the church in 1876. In 1887 a lot was purchased at
the corner of Sixth and "E" Streets, and a brick building was constructed on it at the
cost of $30,000, At that time this building was considered the most complete and eleg-
ant church in the county.

In 1939, the Union of Methodism brought the St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church,
South and the First Methodist Church into one denomination. They merged in 1943, and
used the name of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal as it was the older of the two churches.,
Rev., Don S. Ford became the pastor of the church and Miss Glendola Moore was named as
church secretary and director of children's work. The new St. Paul's organization was
completed on June 15, 1943 and on April 14, 1944 a plot was purchased at the corner of
8th and Arrowhead and dedicated. In July, 1948, the church moved into the first two
units of its present building, the Educational and Fellowship units and, under the lead=-
ership of Rev, Herschel H. Hedgpeth, the cornerstone was laid on May 1, 1955.

On April 23, 1968, the Evangelical United Brethren Church and the Methodist Church
were united as one. It was then that St. Paul's became St. Paul's United Methodist
Church. Today its chapel is open at all times for worshipera and its sanctuary.shelters
a massive Wicks Organ with 2500 pipes, along with a Sauter Grand Piano., Proud of its
heritage, St. Paul's continues to be one of the leading churches in our valley.

(Information for this article obtained from St. Paul's records and publications.)
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THE (SIS THEATER

By FRED HOLLADAY

ANCIENT Egyptians believed their dieties had the same desires
and physical needs as all living things and that nothing happen-
ed anywhere that was not arranged by one god or another, ISIS,
was the most popular diety because she protected children.

San Bernardino has always had more good motion picture theate-
ers than many other cities the same size, but there was one
little cracker-box sized emporium that your author will never
forget.

The "Jeis" theatre was located at 448 W, 3rd Strest, on its
north side, between "D" and "E" Streets, Not over twenty feet
wide and perhaps fourty feet long, one would have missed the place entirely were it not
for the unusual name sign extending over the sidewalk above its miniw-entrance. The sign
depicted the Egyptian Goddess Igis, holding some symbol of authority in one hand, and
exotlc lettering spelling "Isis," How such a goddess ever reached the rough burg of
"Berdoo," as it was called both then and now, is unimown —= much less the name of the
dreamer who originated the name for the theater.

The Isis was located on the ground floor of a two-story building and retired project-
ionist Harry E. Reynolds said the projector was located on the second floor, set at an
angle so it could show films through a hole in the floor onto the soreen below, This
sounds illogical unless you happened to have attended some of the thrilling silent films
shown in the little theater, for upon entering its pitche-black interior one had to be
careful to keep from stumbling as the floor was set on a forward slant much like that
found on a ramp leaving a sports arena,

The screen itself resembled an oversized bed sheet, stretched across the wall at the
end of the hall, and hadn't been cleaned or washed for years. Since early silent films
were never known for their clarity or sharpness, it was often difficult to discern what
was happening as the pictures flickered across the screen.

As the Isis was located in the shady part of our city (the infamous "D" Street bord-
ellos were only a block or so away), it never boasted a high class audience. Most of
its clientele were men down on their luck, unakle to rent & room or sleeping off a hang-
over, It's price was right — Admission 5¢ per person,

The location had quite a famed past history, for the upstairs quarters had once been
used as a gambling den by Virgil Earp, leader of the noted brothers of Tombstone history,
and was later used by ladies of the evening for a parlour,

lletin a All our meetings for| The Isis went broke long before 3rd
the next two months will be held &t the Street businesses were toyn down to make

c HALL, in The Internati ' Co room for the present mall. It was last
p’,'}"ﬁ,,d,m;, & Gootidil Rane. T WL BE | Gy ted 15 tha oty diTestair Th 1930 ar
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Thurs., Nov, 1 — REGULAR I;EETING was a shoe repair shop, run by P.J. Flores
;2:::: g::: 22 o mmmc} It’s been gone a long time, tut I, for
Thurs,, Dec. 27 —- DIRECTOR'S MEETING oneswill never forget that odd little
*s theater and some of the films viewed wit
ALL MEETINGS START AT 12:00 NOON in its dusky interior. ‘
Incidently, 10 years of looking has not
Come down and bring a friendl yet produced a photograph of the Isis. If

anyone has one, please let us know,
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THE CITY'S FIRST HOUSE

By ARD* "', HAENSZEL
Yol S MANY residents of San Bernardino are aware that the
WA e Mormon Stockade of 1851 enclosed an area on both
sides of Arrowhead Avenus, between 3rd and 4th Sts.,

a part of which is now occupied by the County Court

House, But why did the Mormon leaders choose this

particular spot for the stockade and proposed comm-

unity? Doubtless factors such as land contours,and
availability of water and building materials had much
to do with it, But there was something else that
encouraged the location there—a small adobe on the
premises, already built, along with possible out=-
buildings and corrals.

) ' The little adobe at the site when the Mormons
S.B. Court House & Flaque. bought the rancho was probably built by the Lugos
about 1839 on the mission Rancho Agua Caliente when
they tried unsuccessfully to establish a colony in the valley to discourage raids by Ine
dian horsethieves, They were in the process of applying for a grant of land from the
Mixican governor comhining the former San Gabriel Mission Ranchos of Agua Caliente, Ju-
muba, and 0ld San Bernardino into what became their Rancho San Bernardino. The erection
of a building not only confirmed thelr intention of developing and using the land, but
furnished proof of their residence here, for there was competition from Ignacioc Palo-
mares, operating in Live Oak Canyon, who also applied for the grant. According to the
Beatties, Jose and Maria Armenta Bermudez, distant relatives and overseers for the
Lugos, probably helped to build the adobe, and, along with Jose del Carmen Lugo and his
brothers, occupied it until the San Bernardino Rancho was officially granted in 1842,
After that, the Lugo Brothers and Sepulveda built their own separate adobes on differ—
ent parts of the rancho, the Bermudez family moved to San Timoteo Canyon, and another
overseer, Fruto aAlmonares, lived in the original adobe.

In building the stockade the Mormons lined up cabins in a row just inside the walls
on three sides, and, because time was short, a few completed cabins were rolled up on
logs to form the west wall. There were also buildings inside the enclosure, including
more homes, & meeting house, store, wagon shop, and storehouse. One of the houses in-
side the stockade was the old Lugo adobe, which proved useful as well.

In 1853, when the townsite was surveyed and streets laid out, settlers chose and pur-
chased lots, and either moved the cabins onto them or built more permanent homes, In
April 1854, Amasa Lyman built a large new house on Crafton St. (Arrowhead) by the old
Lugo adobe. It was sometimes referred to as'"the steamboat" because of its rows of
parallel chimneys and piagzza around the outside. It was destroyed by fire in 1865.

The Mormons were recalled to Salt lake in 1857, and Dr. Oliver M. Wozencraft bought
the property and bullt his home there., According to Burr Belden, the old adobe, which
had served as a detached kitchen, survived until 1926, when it was razed along with the
Wozencraft house to make way for the present Court House building,

A bronze plaque at the main entrance to this building commemorateas not only the Mor-
mon Stockade, but also the original Lugo adobe, the first house in San Bernardino.

STRIKE A BLOW TO HELP PRESERVE OUR LOCAL HISTCRY! THE CITY OF SAN EERNARDINO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEEDS NEW MEMBERS, AND/OR TAX-FREE DONATIONS TO CONTINUE
ITS EFFORTS. SIGN-UP A RELATIVE, FRIEND, OR NEIGHBHOR TODAY!
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ODYSSEY'S FIRST YEAR'S ISSUES ARE REPRINTED AND

“BOUND IN A SPECIAL, LIMITED EDITIONI

IT'S OUR Christmas present to City of San Bermardino
Historical Society members and our other readers, who
might have joined too late to receive soms of the
Tirst issues of ODYSBEY,

Due to public demand, your editorial staff has de-
cided to reprint all the issues comprising Volume 1
and offer them in a bound edition., We are offering
these in two versions, The first are 30 autographed
copies, signed by all our contributors to the first

six issues, which is offered at $10.00 each. The
second comprises & wn-autographed copies for the

price of $5.00. Other than the autographed copies, both versions are identical in every
respect, ALL ADVERTISING HAS DELETED, so you get the meat of our publication, lots

of historical articles, 3 wﬁ.ttm by local authors, who are all experts in researching the
fascinating history of San Bernardino and its surrounding valley,

Since this issue is expected to be sold out in short order, anyone interested in ob-
taining a copy of either version is urged to mail their check or money order as soon as
possible to the society at P.0. Box 875, San Bernardino, California 92402. While we
hope you will endeavor to pickup your copy of the ODYSSEY ANNUAL from the society, if
you do want it delivered by mail, include $1.00 more for postage.

Since we are entering the Holiday Season, perhaps some of our readers might want to
consider purchasing our other two annual publications, HERITAGE TALES, as gifts for

loved ones and friends,

HERITAGE TALES - 1978 contents include never-before told yarns about the founding of
San Bernardino's Chinatom, by Richard Thompson; the true story of the EARP Clan in San
Bernardino County, by Fred Holladay; reminiscences of a State Highway engineer, detail-

WE WISH ALL OF YOU A VERY
HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASONI

ing the history of some of our county's early roads and
Book Reviews by Kent Schofield, They sell for $5.00 a
copy, or $6.00 by mail

HERITAGE TALES - 1979 has just come off the press and
it features stories by Dorothy Ingrahm, retired City
School Administrator, who writes of her experiences
teaching in local schools; Larry Burgess, writing about
one of the valley's greatest civil engineers, Fred T.
Perris; Fred Holladay, who recalls the fascinating soc=
ial history of the county!s greatest gold-mining town,
Vanderbilt, and Johnnie ann Ralph, whose sparkling re=-
views of several local history books add a nice, finish-
ing touch to the annual., This second annual also sells
for $5.00 a copy, or $6.00 by mail,

Although plans are being formulated for next year's
HERITAGE TALES, by Editor Richard D. Thompson and 6
more issues of ODYSSEY, by Editor Fred Holladay, we
urgently need the support of our members to bring both
projects to a successful conclusion. One way you can
really help is to bring in at least one new historical
sociaty member during 1980, We feel that almost every
resident of the valley would become a member of our soc-
ety if they knew it existed. Help spread the word!
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THREE QUARTERS of a century apart, two historians
By JOHN ERIGHT published small volumes about the first permanent
settlement in the San Bernardino valley--Agua Mansa.

These historians could not have been more differ-
ent., The first was a Catholic Parish Priest in his
middle years of life. The other is a woman student
at the University of California, Riverside. The
first was dedicated to his faith and to the teaching
of his parishioners, The other is devoted to her
family and to the assisting of fellow historians,.

The first, from what we have of him in a drawing,
would never he a candidate for "Mr, America.! How=
ever, that may be the impression of the artist rath-
er than an actual likeness.

The second, from personal observation, is a charm-
ing young lady who is anything but the stereotype of
a studious delver into ancient history.

Father Juan Caballeria's History of San Bernmardino Valley from the Padres to the Pion-
eers, 1810 - 1851, was published by the San Bernardino Times-Index in 1902, No inform=-
ation is available &as to the number of copies,

This history is a well-written account of San Bernardino valley with emphasis on the
customs of the native Indians and of Spanish and Mexican settlers. It has been used and
misused by historians ever since its publication, The misuse comes from Caballeria
telling about things as he saw them and as reported to him, probably, by the descendents
of those about whom he wrote. So, he has minor errors, shading of facts and unintantimj
al distortions., Or, maybe, he has a Gringo editor who was somewhat biased. Copies of
his"history" were, until about 1940, fairly easy to find in almost any book store for
from §1 to $2. Now the price is governed by the gleam in the buyer's eyes when found.

Two years ago, Defending Eden: New Mexican Pioneers in Southern California, 1830-1890,
by Joyce Carter Vickery was published by the Department of History, University of Calif-
ornia, Riverside, for $7.50. Mrs. Vickery's Defending Eden is a worthy supplement to
Fra Caballeria’s "History." It is a historian's history —- well researched, carefully
written, with extensive notes on each chapter., It is also amply :Ulu.strated with photos,
drawings and maps. The bibliography is excellent and, alone, worth the price of the book.

Defending Eden is probably out of print. If so, it will soon take its place among the
scarce local histories., So, if one is found - grab it.

By the way, if interested in local history, the California Room of the San Bernmardino
Public library is the place to start. The collection is extensive and staff courteous.

Samdli's—

WE BUY ESTATES

.
g}dﬁ]’ﬂ.ﬂﬁ RETAIL @ WHOLESALE

26 Specialty Shops Open 7 Days 10 t0 6
® Plus ®
AMERICAN AND IMPORTED ANTIQUES

Second Edition now availahle of:
W

BN 4SE] 32 pages describing over 20
towns in San Bernardino &
L.A. Counties, Only $2.50
(tax & mailing included)
Order from:
Alan Hensher, 54563
Village Green,
Los Angeles, CA 90016

787 W. REDLANDS BLVD.,
REDLANDS, CALIFORNIA

(714) 7983.1886
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