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A\ {Zg Padre (Francisco) Dumetz, was
s sent out to select a (chapel)
S location. On the 20th of May,
PRI 1810, they came into the San

Bernardino Valley. This...was
the feast day of San Bernar-
dino of Siena and they named

Reverend Juan Caballeria, the valley in his honor." The
who was pastor of St. Bernar- author then built on the ex-
dine's Church from 1895 to peditionary chronicle by lo-
1903, published a history in cating the chapel and supply
1902 entitled History of the station on the Guachama ranch-
San Bernardino Valley: from eria near Bunker Hill and nam-
the Padres to the Pioneers, ing the settlement as Polita-
I8T0 -1851.  He justified the na. After two years, as the
first date of his chronologi- tale had it, the local Indians
cal limits by telling a story apparently reacted to the
which had not appeared in pre- area's 1812 earthquake by
vious county histories. venting their anger at the

According to the tale, "a mission outpost, destroying it
party of missionaries, sol- and killing most of the Indi-
diers and Indian neophytes ans in the vicinity as retri-
(converts) of San Gabriel mis- bution for the Christians hav-

ion, under the leadership of
gt o T (Continued on page 3)
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ing caused the natural calam-
ity.

In one fell swoop, Father
Caballeria overturned long-
held beliefs about when the
Spanish missionaries first
created a settlement in the
valley as well as the founding
date for the city of San Ber-
nardino itself. His narrative
for the first time provided a
precise date rather than the

previous one of just the year
1819 for the establishment of
Rancho San Bernardino. The
story also named a geographi-
cal point, set forth a ration-
ale for construction and gave
the name of the expedition's
leader, Padre Dumetz. Al-
though this was a new version
about beginnings, unfortunate-
ly there were no footnotes to
document it, and no biblio-
graphical sources were listed.
Despite this scholarly lack
of proof, other local and
southern California authors
felt that they had to follow
this new trail. Consequently,
Luther Ingersoll in 1904,
George Wharton James in 1905,
the San Bernardino Evening In-

dex in 1910 and John Brown,
Jr. in 1922 all felt con-
strained to repeat the story,
since none had the proper re-
search credentials to dispute
what rapidly became popular
belief by the reading public.
When George Beattie, educated
at the University of Califor-
nia/Berkeley, began research
in the 1920's for his own his-
tory of the valley, he quickly
discovered that the tale had
no proof. He started a cor-
respondence with Fr. Caballer-
ia, who had taken a medical
retirement to Spain in 1911,
to ascertain the truth. The
priest replied that he had
taken the information from a
"Book of Asistencias" which
"every mission kept" concern-

S '\_:
~ Sy T
SapGabriel Misston.

ing activities at outposts.
Beattie soon discovered that
no California mission had ever
Kept such a register or re-
port. This fact placed him on
the classical horns of a dil-
emma, so he arrived at a com-
promise. He concluded that
Politana was not on Bunker
Hill but several kilometers
east of that location. Sec-
ondly, he did not believe the
chapel was an adobe one
knocked down by an earthquake
but was a brush-covered enra-
mada; hence, no trace of it
was in evidence by 1819 when
such a worship spot was built
for the new rancho.

Cn the other hand, despite
the lack of proof, he did
agree with Fr. Caballeria a-
bout the 1810 date. In addi-
tion, Beattie thought the San
Gabriel supernumerary priest
possibly did visit that year,
writing that "Father Dumetz
was an old man at the time of
this visit to the San Bernar-
dino Valley.... However, we
remember that missionaries
(such as Fray Junipero Serra)
disregarded their bodily in-
firmities if they could pos-
sibly do so, and it may be
(emphasis added) that the
party coming to the...valley
was headed by Father Dumetz.
It would have been only fit-
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ting to allow that devoted
worker the honor of dedicating
the site of a new field of
mission activity."

With that sentiment, it is
therefore proper that the life
and career of this doughty
priest be examined to deter-
mine his place in history.
Father Francisco Dumetz never
rose to the presidency of the
California missions as did
several others of the first
generation of Serran followers
(1769 to ca. 1800). However,
he was a frontier missionary
for forty years from 1771 to
1811, during the difficult
period of coastal mission
founding. As one church his-
torian described him: "He
represents heroic and perse-
vering fidelity in the age of
pioneering., More than once he
was chosen to be a trouble-
shooter on the frontier. His
name and his labors are worthy
of remembrance." His charac-
terization by Hubert Bancroft
as being "the least prominent
of all the old padres in the
missionary records" is probab-
ly not a fair one and needs
revision.

As was Fr. Serra, Padre
Dumetz was born in the city of
Palma on the island of Mallor-
ca, in 1734. After becoming a
Franciscan friar, he arrived
in Mexico in 1770 with thirty-
nine others, all destined for
missionary, not parish, work.
Father Dumetz was described by
a co-worker as "tall, stout,
and of light complexion." 1In
1772, in a company of ten oth-
ers, he arrived at Monterey.
Although he initially was as-
signed to San Diego, he re-
turned to Monterey for a dec-
ade. From 1782 to 1797 he was
at San Buenaventura. His last
assignment before San Gabriel
was at San Fernando.

From 1771 to 1806 he was a

very active missionary. While
at San Diego in 1771 on his
way to Monterey, he was called
upon to help combat the famine
which was threatening the new
missions already in being.
Father Dumetz, in company with
another priest, was sent to
the mission establishments in
Baja California for supplies.
He returned bringing very
probably the first sheep into
Alta or Upper California. A-
gain in 1775, he was sent to
Baja to see to it that the
pack-mules destined for Alta
were delivered. The expedi-
tion was a success; he left in
January and was back in June.

When a corporal and some
soldiers deserted from San Di-
ego in 1771, they were pursued
by Captain Pedro Fages and
loyal soldiers, a trek which
at one point took them through
San Bernardino Valley -- the
first whites to visit the
area. The corporal was deter-
mined to die rather than sur-
render. However, Padre Dumetz
was able to persuade him and
all of his fellow deserters to
return to their quarters.

With the founding of Mis-
sion San Buenaventura in 1782
and of San Fernando in 1797,
both times Padre Dumetz was
chosen as one of the two mis-
sionaries to be placed in
charge. Beginnings at all of
the Franciscan missions were
always difficult if not hazar-
dous. It was truly a compli-
ment to the padre's abilities
that he should have been sel-
ected twice for such rugged
assignments, particularly the
latter when he was past the
age of 60.

Father Dumetz had the op-
portunity to meet the English
explorer, George Vancouver, at
San Buenaventura in 1792.
There, he and his fellow mis-
sionary, Fr. Vincente de Santa
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Maria, entertained the naviga-
tor concerning which he later
wrote that their manner of
treating him "proved the great
respectability of the Francis-
can Order." 1In memory of this
treatment, Vancouver named two
points along the southern Cal-
ifornia coast. One was Point
Vincent along the Palos Verde
Hills and the other Point Dume
(a shortened form of the name
used by Vancouver in his jour-
nal) at the western terminus
of Santa Monica Bay. The date
of the actual naming was No-
vember 24, 1793.

About a month after Mission
San Fernando was dedicated on
September 8, 1797, the first
marriage occurred. The coup-
le's first child was born in
July 1798. As described much
later by Benjamin Cummings
Truman, editor of the Los An-
geles Star, who visited nearly
all of the mission sites be-
tween 1870 and 1890, this
birth of a male child was "an
episode of pleasant and unre-
strained commotion. Indeed,
-.., there was a carnival of
joy over the appearance of
this little eleven-pound Indi-
an, and Padre Dumetz...nearly
went beside himself with rap-
ture, and at once baptized the
atom and called him Fernandi-
to.ll

The padre's assignment at
that mission ended in December
1806, and he spent the remain-
der of his career at Mission
San Gabriel. Arriving there
at the age of 73, he was des-
tined to add four years to his
service. However, he was only
able to assist the two very
busy missionaries for a couple
of years. He became ill by
1809 and died in January 1811.
As an inveterate snuff-taker,
he probably suffered from the
deteriorating effects of can-
cer. Whatever the nature of
his illness, he was not able

to undertake much in the way
of priestly duties during the
last two years of his life and
was nearly bedfast after Feb-
ruary 1810.

His steadily failing
health, then, relates to the
title of this article which
poses the question: was_Fath-
er Dumetz the first missionary
to San Bernardino rather than
Father Jose Maria Zalvidea
(1806 - 1826 at San Gabriel)
in 1819? The answer to the
question is negative. From
the available evidence, it
would not appear that Fr. Du-
metz was physically capable --
short of an unrecorded mir-
acle -- of arising almost Laz-
arus-like from his deathbed in
May 1810, riding a horse or
mule for several days, remain-
ing without respite as active-
ly in charge of an expedition-
ary force, and overseeing the
logistics of establishing a
supply station.

Actually, two key letters
negate Fr. Caballeria's story.
Early in 1810, the residents
of Los Angeles complained to
the missions' president, Fr.
Estevan Tapis, about the lack
of priestly functions when San
Gabriel had three instead of
the usual two missionaries.
President Tapis, in a letter
to Mission San Gabriel on
March 6, 1810, stated very
strongly that if the accusa-
tions were true, he (Tapis)
would go to San Gabriel and
change places with Fr. Dumetz
in order to provide another
able body to meet the demands
for the heavy workload of both
San Gabriel and Los Angeles.
The resident missionaries re-
plied on March 17, 1810, that
they were trying to cope with
the circumstances as best they
could, particularly since
"aged Fr. Dumetz was very ill,
as well as a number of neo-
phytes who were ill." Another
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letter on the same subject
from Fr. Tapis the following
May 2nd brought a reply from
San Gabriel on May 24th. The
latter date is crucial, for it
is just four days after the
Dumetz Expedition is supposed
to have established a mission-
ary presence in the San Ber-
nardino Valley on May 20,
1810. The letter said nothing
about mounting such an expedi-
tion or its results but did
make the president "see the
light" on the problems of min-
istering to Los Angeles and
surrounding ranches without
adding to the Mission's work-
load by establishing more
chapels to the east of San Ga-
briel in dangerous Indian
country. Neither did the mis-
sionaries' annual report for
1810 or biennial report for
1809 - 1810 say anything about
a San Bernardino chapel nor
did similar reports centering
around 1812 about the loss of
a chapel. Father Caballeria
blithely ignored readily a-
vailable documentation in tel-
ling his story.

As noted however, Father
Dumetz really did have a pro-
ductive as well as a lengthy
career. He could claim to
having been in effect the co-
founder of two missions and to
having served for varying
terms at three others. He
made two arduous but success-
ful trips to Baja. Until his
death, he was the only surviv-
ing companion of Fr. Serra who
still lived in the Mexican
province of Upper California,
and outlived his compadres by
a decade. Even though he was
unable to undertake any new
major missionary enterprises
after the age of 75, he seemed
to be the type of person who
would have relished a mission-
ary expedition to new country
-- an area he had not seen
since the military expedition

of Captain Fages in 1772 (al-
though he might have seen the
Arrowhead on a small baptizing
trip in 1808).

Since Padre Dumetz did
achieve2 notable lifetime ac-
complishments, it is no sur-
prise that he has been memori-
alized in various ways. The
euphoria cver Fr. Caballeria's
1902 story resulted in a city
centennial celebration in
1910. One of the activities
was the dedication of the Du-
metz Marker =-- also called the
De Sienna Monument -- on Bunk-
er Hill. Because this monu-
ment became neglected as the
area's traffic pattern evolved
away from it, the stone was
moved in 1976 as a bicenten-
nial project. It is now lo-
cated to the southeast of the
original location on Inland
Center Drive in front of St.
Elias the Prophet Greek Ortho-
dox Church.

As recently as 1988, the
Fourth Degree Fray Francisco
Dumetz Assembly Corp of the

Knights of Columbus in the
eastern valley area installed
a new council (chapter) in Yu-
caipa. In the coastal region,
as San Fernando Valley became
suburbanized, the new commu-
nity of Woodland Hills, locat-
ed about two miles southwest
of Mission San Fernando, named
one of its streets as Dumetz
Road. Finally, in November
1988, Point Dume became State
Historic Landmark 965. It is
now a residential area and may
be reached by driving eight
miles north of Malibu on Pa-
cific Coast Highway to the
traffic light at Heathercliff
Drive. Turn left, then left
again on Dume Drive; the top
is another two miles. The em-
placed plaque and gorgeous
view comprise a fitting final
tribute to a western pioneer
who finally "went West" to his
reward.




EDITOR’S COLUMN

The City of San Bernardino Historical
and Pioneer Society's exhibit at the 1995
National Orange Show drew many visitors
who brought along some wonderful compli-
ments. The judges of this year's entry once
again awarded us with a second prize “RED
RIBBON”" along with a check for $1,800.

As with our past entries, the success
of this year’s project would not have been
possible if it were not for the many people
who donated their time and effort in putting
this all together. The many volunteers helped
out by either being involved in the planning
and construction of the exhibit, buying and
donating citrus trees, providing educational
information about the exhibit and the Soci-
ety, or by helping with the clean up after the
show was over.

A big thanks goes out to John Cataldo,
Wayne Heaton, Bruce Harley, Bob McAvoy,
Larry Sheffield, Johnnie Ralph, Chris
Shovey, John Lowe, Russ Mc Donald,
Mildred Hudson, David and Yvonne Wood,
and Dick Molony for their hard work.

The Society's next project will be a
historical display at the Harvest Fair which
will be held on November 4 and 5 in San
Bernardino. This annual event features a
“living history” Old West theme, carnival
booths, continuous live music, antique cars,
arts and crafts, and a street theater. Pro-
ceeds from this fair goes to the Center for
Individuals with Disabilities.

This will be the fourth consecutive
year that we have been a part of this won-
derful event which has provided us with
great praise and recognition in the past.
Please let me know if you would like to help
out with this year's event.

Nicholas R. Cataldo

WE ARE HONORING WINNERS OF THE
4TH GRADE WRITING CONTEST, “IT
HAPPENED IN SAN BERNARDINO”,
SPONSORED BY THE WOMEN’'S CLUB
OF SAN BERNARDINO.

FirstPlace................ Oscar Ruiz

[T HAPPENED IN SAN
BERNARDINO

When | was five years old, | was involved in an
accident that changed my life, it happened in San
Bernardino on May 12, 1987. A Santa Fe train
derailed and fell on some houses and caused major
damage in my neighborhood on Duffy St.

It was at 4:00 in the afternoon. | was playing with my
friends in the backyard. We heard people shouting
for help. | thought it was from next door. | went to
find my uncle and told him that people were shouting
for help. He went to see what was happening. | went
with him. What | saw made me scared. | heard
people shouting and flames coming from the houses
and from the train. Two months after the accident, |
had nightmares of people being on fire and shouting
for help. My mom took me to the hospital. The
doctor asked me to draw what | saw in my nightmares.
| drew pictures of flames and fire trucks putting out
the fire. She also asked me a lot of questions about
what happened. Some of those questions made me
relive the accident. | would go home feeling scared.

Now I'm 9 years old, and | sometimes get headaches
from thinking about that day. | try to turn off my brain,
but it doesn’t want to. There are times when | get
stomach aches too. Once in awhile I'll have a
nightmare and | go to sleep in my mom’s bed where |
feel safe. When I'm alone in my bed, sometimes |
think of the friends | was playing with that day. They
have all moved too. | will never forget that day of how
it changed my life.
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Second Place........... Letiticia McMackin
EARTHQUAKE

It was the scariest day of my life. | hated it. Streets
broken, hospitals trashed, and housed destroyed.

It was January 19. 1994, the day a 6.6 earthquake
struck.

| was in my bed, asleep, when | heard BOOM!
BOOM! BOOM! Suddenly, the room started
shaking and rattling. | said to myself, "It's an
earthquake! It's going to stop! It's going to stop!”
But it didn't Stop!

My dad yelled from his room, “It's an earthquake!
Everyone go in the kitchen and get under the table.”

We all ran to the kitchen. My little brother was crying.
My big brother and | were scared. Dad stood under
the door way.

After the shaking stopped, dad said, “Everybody
gets to sleep in the livingroom. [I'm afraid that if
another earthquake hits, somebody could get hurt.”

Earthguakes are not a joke! They are not fun and
they can hurt lots of people.

| feel sorry for all of the people who got hut and who
lost their homes in the earthquake,

| hope that all of the people that got hurt will one day
be able to go home and have food, water, and a nice
place to live, just like | do.

Third Place........... Ryan States

THE STODDARD BOYS

Once a long time ago in the 1800°s 4 brothers were born
in Canada. Their father died in 1838, Their names were
Arvan, Sheldon, Rulus, and Alvin.

Rufus was the lirst ol the 4 brothers 1o reach Southern
California. Sheldon was the next o come.

Onc day they met a man with the last name Hunt who
wanted to look for gold in the hills. So off” Sheldon and
Arvin went following Hunt's troop. On the trip they got
tired of following Hunt's roop so they decided to split
away from Hunt and go exploring for their own gold.

They went I8 days without water then on the 19th day it
rained. Therelore they got a blunket and put it on the
ground. And when it rained they got a spoon and drank
the water o1 the blankel.

Alter that they tumncd cast to the Muddy River, followed it
south, then ran into the Cajon  Pass, and down to Chino
ranch. Another group left Hunts command at Provo, Utah
complaining whey knew a shorter way only to end up in
Death Valley where 5 died and the other people made it to
Los Angeles. Time past and Sheldon married Jane Hunt,
Hunt’s daughter. For the next i4 ycars Sheldon had a
dangerous job of carrying the mail from San Bemardino to
Salt Lake City crossing the Mojave 24 times in all.  In
1865 he madc a trip 1o Nevada, 1o Montana by mule and it
took 1,306 miles to complete.

The Stoddard brothers arc remembered today with streets,
canyons, and hills named after them.




Fourth Place............ Valerie Tolson

COLONAL WASHINGTON AND THE
HISTORY OF BASELINE STREET

Back in the 1850’s there was a man named Colonal Henry
Washington. He and eleven other men went all the way
to the top of Mount San Bernardino to look lor land lor
the Mormons. The Mormons wanted their own land to
live on. While Colonal Henry Washington was standing
on Mount San Bernardino he saw lots ol [lat land going
towards the west. He thought this land would be great
land [or the Mormons to live on. He would start a town
for them. The town would have one straight long road
down the middle of the town. The long road would be the
main road and a dividing line. The road would divide the
east and wesl.

Colonal Henry Washington marked the road on a map [irst
because in the 1850°s there was no equipment with which
to build a street or a road. Later on in the year people
started building a road. Then people started building little
roads that connect (o the long straight main road. The
Mormons started to build homes on the land that Colonal
Henry Washington found for them.

The Mormons were very thankful for what Colonal Henry
Washington had done for them. The Mormons knew that
the long straight road was very important because it the
long road wasn’t there someone could of made the east and
west streets crooked.

The road is a dividing line and a main road. That road is
Baseline. It was very important and still is important.
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CITY OF PERRIS

by Russ McDonald

In 1880 there was no town of
Perris, California and only a few
settlers in all the broad expanse then
known as San Jacinto plains. From pre-
historic times Indians had inhabited the
hills and their trails resisted the
early settler's plows.

The first permanent settler was a
man named Copeland, who in 1880, located
a claim about three miles of what is now
the city.

In 1881 the California Southern
Railroad decided to lay their tracks
through the valley. In 1882 a townsite
was organized and was named Pinacate,
and located on the railroad about one
and a half miles from the present city.
Some argument remains as to how many of
the new settlers realized the name
Pinacate was Spanish for Stinkbug.

It carried the name until 1885 when
a number of people discussed the
desirability of a new town. It was
agreed to build a new depot as an
inducement for the railroad to move
their station from Pinacate to the new
town.

The railroad sent their chief
engineer and surveyor, Frederick T.
Perris to survey the township. This was
completed in January of 1886 and the new
town was then named Perris in his honor,
and the "plains" became Perris Valley.

Frederick T. Perris was also known
for surveying San Bernardino, locating
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A PERRIS LANDMARK

the water reservoirs of Big Bear and
Little Bear Valley and surveyed the
railroad up through Cajon Pass. In
1911, the citizens of Perris, having a
population of over 400, incorporated
into a city.

The new city council held its first
meeting in Lawyer W.H. Ellis' office.
After that, and for a number of years,
the meetings were held in the back room
of the Hook Brother's Store.

Probably one of the most famous
landmarks of Perris is the Big House On
The Hill, The Hill Top Home or the Rock
Castle, as it is variously known. The
huge and spacious home on the hill is
visible-with its bright, red-tile roof-
from any part of the city. It was
erected during 1928 by J.L. Ragsdale who
hand selected stones from between
Banning and Palm Springs and trucked
them to Perris. The lower base of the
building is over six feet thick. The
"castle" has had several owners since
the great depression.

The publication, 'The Perris New
Era' of January 1, 1891 stated, "The
Great Perris Valley must be seen to be
appreciated, for all manner of
description can not do justice to
climate, soil, scenery in this favored
land."

This statement is still true
because of the labors of the early
pioneers who constantly strived for
something better.

Pictures From: “The San Jacinto Valley
Railway™ by Barry Hanson and Bill Jennings.

This is the Perris depot, built In 1892, with a northbound mixed
train from Elsinore and Temecula, after main line service ended.
Brick station was modeled after old Santa Fe La Grande station
in Los Angeles and is still in use as a community museum. San
Jacinto branch trains met here. (Stan Kistler Collection)
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