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Yed she must die, else she’ll Letnray mone men®:
A PROFILE OF THE LIFE AND DEATH OF IDA MAY BENNETT

LARRY W. SHEFFIELD

Salvation Aramy Capilain
Ida flay Bennell

Countesy, Salvation Aamy
Archives and Reseanch Ceniten

On July 20, 1848,

sixty—-eight women, and thirty-

men, meeting in ‘the Wesleyan
Methodist Chapel in Seneca Fal
New York, inaugurated the wome
movement in America when they
adopted "The Declaration of Ri
and Sentiments" which had just
been written by Elizebeth Cady
Stanton, and others.

"The history of mankind",
the "Declaration" asserted,
"is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations on
the part of man toward woman,
having in direct object the
establishment of an absolute
tyranny over her".

Nearly half a century
later, Ida May Bennett, a
pioneer in the movement to
enlarge the public role and
status of women in San
Bernardino, was murdered in
Spokane, Washington by a man
who believed she had sexually
betrayed him.

Like an unknown number
of women before and after her,
she fell victim to the dark
chords of male possessiveness

* Othello, V, ii.
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and its ultimate domination
of a woman's body and sexuality.

Ida May was born in, or
near, Shingle Springs, in El
Dorado County, in 1862. Her
parents came to California

Standing, from Left to nightl:
Ide May Benneil,

Henny Goodcell, Jn., Many H.

Bennetit. Sealed, from Lefi
to anight: Minnie Bennell,
David Benneit, and
Marnie Antoinelle Benneil.

from Illinois, by way of the
overland trail, in 1850. Her
father, David Bennett, a farmer,
was born in Indiana in 1821

of French ancestry. He died
at the home of his daughter,
Dr. Marie Antoinette Bennett,
in San Bernardino, on March
13, 1893, and was buried in
Pioneer Memorial Cemetary.
Little is known of her mother.
She apparently died while Ida
May was still a young child.

Ida May had three elder
sisters, all of whom eventually
settled in San Bernardino.

The eldest, Mary H. Bennett,
was a leader in promoting
women's issues in late
nineteenth and early twentieth
century San Bernardino. She
taught in the local primary
schools; was a founder of the
Associated Charities of San
Bernardino City, the first,
first organized social work

in the County; was a leader

of the Women's Christian
Temperance Union; was active
in the Women's Parliament,
which sought women's suffrage
and an expanded role for women
in public affairs; helped found
the San Bernardino Women's
Club; and led the campaign

to replace "Tin Can Alley"
with what became Meadowbrook
Park.

Minnie Bennett, the second
born, a graduate of the State
Normal School (1874), was a
popular and respected teacher
in the San Bernardino primary
schools. She died an early
death from scarlet fever in
1886.

The third born, Marie
Antoinette Bennett (or Bennette,
as she occasionally spelled
her last name in recognition
of her French ancestry) was
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State Normal School, San Jose, California.

the first California-born woman
to receive a medical diploma.
After a few years in northern
California, Alaska, and Arizona,
she settled in San Bernardino,
where she practiced medicine,
and operated a maternity
hospital for several years.

Ida May spent her childhood
and early youth in El1 Dorado
County, where she received
a grammar school education.

In 1877, when just fifteen
years o0ld, she enrolled at
the State Normal School in
San Jose.

The State Normal School -
was established by the
Legislature in 1862 to meet
a pressing need, throughout
the State, for trained common
school (primary and grammar

Its mission

grades) teachers.
was to provide free
instruction for teachers in

the theory and practice of
teaching. The school

paralled high schools, but
there was always a controversey
as to whether the rigor of

its academic instruction was
equivalent to that provided

in the high schools.

At the time of Ida May's
enrollment, seats at the Normal
School were apportioned among
counties on the basis of
legislative representation.

Ida May held a seat apportioned
for E1 Dorado County during

her first two years at the
School. During her senior
year, she began residing
part—time with her sister and




brother—-in-law, Minnie and
Henry Goodcell, Jr., in San
Bernardino. At that time,
she was assigned the only
apportioned seat for San
Bernardino County.

Her course of study at
the Normal School included
classroom instruction in such
subjects as algebra, geometry,
grammar, chemisty, elocution,
geology, American history,
elementary instruction,
blackboard-writing, school
law in California, and the
use of State school forms
and reports. In addition to
classroom instruction, she
taught, as a student-teacher,
at the institution's Training
School.

On January 4, 1879, at

Warm Springs School, 7889.

the completion of her junior
year, she received a certificate
of qualification (also referred
to as an elementary diploma),
which would have enabled her

to begin teaching in the common
schools at that time, but she
returned for the senior year

of instruction, and graduated
with a full diploma in May,
1880.

Following graduation,
she began residing full-time
with the Goodcells at their
home in San Bernardino
on G Street, just south of First
Street. She continued to reside
at the Goodcell home until
she left San Bernardino in
1890.

She began her teaching
career in San Bernardino in




the fall of 1880. Approximately
one year later, on July 24,
1881, she received a County
Teacher's Certificate.

Her first teaching
assignment was at Central School
where she taught first grade
for two years (1880-82). Over
the next seven years, she taught
first grade at Warm Springs
School (1882-84), Arlington
School (1884-85), City Creek
School (1885-86), Riley School
(1886-88), and again at City
Creek School (1888-89).

During her last year of
teaching (1889-90), she taught
in the grammar grades at Warm
Springs School, where she
encountered older students.

In a scene which seems to
foreshadow, though on a much
smaller scale, the violence
she would meet later in Spokane,
Anna Fine Gray, who had been

a student at the School,
recalled, in a 1955 interview
with Erie Aurora Smith, that
Ida May ‘"had a group of grown
boys who enjoyed teasing her
and showing her she could not
handle them. The poor thing
would be found crying a number
of times because they would
get the best of her".

In 1881, Ida May, with
Henry Goodcell Jr., John Isaacs,
Editor of the San Bernardino
Times, and Lewis Jacobs,
businessman, and founder of
the Bank of San Bernardino,
formed the San Bernardino
Library Association, a
forerunner of the Public Library
established in 1891. John
Isaacs was elected President,
Ida May, Vice President, Henry
Goodcell Jr., Secretary, and
Lewis Jacobs, Treasurer. As
Vice President of the
Association, Ida May became

one of the first women in San
Bernardino to share a public
leadership role with men.

Ida May was also well
known in San Bernardino for
her church work. On May 6,
1883, she joined the First
Presbyterian Church in San
Bernardino. She subsequently
organized and taught a sunday
school for children at Riley
School. With her sister, Mary
H. Bennett, she organized a
Presbyterian Young People's
Society of Christian Endeavor
which sought to promote
community usefulness and
Christian piety among its
members. She also founded,
and taught, a Presbyterian
sunday school class for young
men. :

In 1890, Ida May set her
life on a new course. Early
in that year, she applied to,
and was accepted by, the Board
of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church for a
mission to Siam (Thailand).

On July 26, 1890, The
Weekly Times Index, in

recognition of her intention
to leave for the mission,
carried the following tribute:
"There is hardly a man, woman,
or child in this city but who
knows Miss Ida May Bennett,
who has been a very popular
school teacher here for a number
of years, and also very
prominant in church matters,
and many a young man who was
fast loosing his manhood, can
thank her for raising him up
to manhood's plane once more".

After a brief vacation
"on the coast", she returned
to San Bernardino.

On August 18, a farewell
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reception was held at the
Goodcell home. Among those

who attended were her associates
in the Young People's Society

of Christian Endeavor, and

her sunday school students

from Riley School. Her students
gave her a ring as a going-away
gift.

Three days later, on
Thursday, August 21, a large
group of friends and associates
accompanied her to Colton,
where she departed by rail
for San Francisco.

Southern Pacific Staiion,

Coliton, California,
7890-7903.

Shortly after arriving
in San Francisco, however,
she began to question her
commitment to a foreign mission.
Uncertain, and feeling adrift,
she attended a Salvation Army
holiness meeting.

This was probably not
her first exposure to the
Salvation Army. The Army began
operating in San Bernardino
in September, 1887. Its
theatrical street preaching,
accompained by its "Hallelujah
Band", attracted a great deal
of attention in the city, and

its holiness meetings, held
in Jackson Hall, next door

to its barracks on 3rd Street
between C and D Streets, drew
large audiences. It seems
likely that Ida May had at
least observed some street
demonstrations, and may even
have attended one or more
holiness meetings.

Following the holiness
meeting she attended in San
Francisco, she resigned from
the foreign mission, and
enlisted as a Cadet in the
Army.

She entered Cadet training
at the Salvation Army's Adelphi
Women's Training Garrison at
the San Francisco Citadel in
November, 1890.

As a Cadet, she appears
to have identified with the
righteous warriors of Nahum.
In her notebook, she copied
out the line: "The shields
of His mighty men are made
red and His valiant men are
[clothed] in scarlet" (2:3).

To collegues in the Army
wvho came to know her, she was
a woman who could be gentle
and compassionate, yet "had
such a hatred of sin or deceit
that she would rebuke it
wherever she saw it".

On March 13, 1891, having
completed her training as a
Cadet, she was commissioned
as a Lieutenant. Her first
assignment was as an assistant
to the Commanding Officer of
the Seattle Citadel.

In July, 1891, she was
promoted to the rank of Captain,
and was appointed as Officer-
in-Charge of Salvation Army
Headquarters in Vancouver,
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Washington. This post
included a brief tour of duty
in Helena, Montana.

On September 28, 1891,
she was transferred to Spokane,
Washington, where she was
appointed Officer—-in-Charge
of the Army's Headquarters
for that city.

Her duties as a Captain,
and Officer-in-Charge, included
administrative responsibilities,
participating in street
preaching, visiting jails,
where she preached and
distributed copies of the
Salvation Army's publication,
War Cry, and conducting holiness
meetings.

It was at a holiness
meeting in Spokane, in March,
1892, that she met Daniel W.
Hoskins, the man who would
kill both her and himself.

-Ze{t,
Both wene pioneens in promoting women’s issues
and the women’s movement in nineieenth

and Hennrielia Anken, night.

San Bernardino.

Hoskins was in his early

40's. A man of poetic, though
somewhat depressive,
sensibilities, he wrote: "I

long to quench the sorrows
and heart burnings of a
life-time in Lethejs (sic)
stream”.

He came to Spokane from
Logan County, Arkansas, with
his wife and three children,
in the late 1880's. 1In
Arkansas, he had been a sheriff
and a Deputy U.S. Marshall,
but his employment record was
erratic, and he often turned
to his brother-in-law, John
R. Brown, for financial help
to support his family. In
Spokane, he worked as a mortar
maker and laborer, and also
had mining interests. He had
a good reputation as a worker,
but was often unemployed.

According-to a neighbor,
he drank too much, and neglected
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his wife and children. In
1890, his wife, and her new-
born infant, di~d shortly after
the delivery.

Following the death of
his wife and infant child,
he arranged for the out—-of-home
placement of his three remaining
children. The eldest, a
daughter, who was thirteen
vears old at the time, was
placed in a foster home in
Spokane. The other two
children, both boys, aged eight
and three years, were placed
at St. Joseph's Orphanage in
Spokane.

From that point on, Hoskins
appears to have become
increasingly depressed and
suicidal. "I feel that my
reason is unbalanced", he wrote
to a Captain Lavery of the
People's Temple in Spokane,
"and that in a short time I
will be a maniac, and I had
rather go unbidden into the
presence of my Creator than
to be confined in an asylum
here".

In November, 1892, he
began attending holiness
meetings conducted by Ida May.
Over the next few weeks, she
and Hoskins became acquainted.

Sympathizing with his
despair, Ida May invited him
to meet privately with her
at her home, which, she
believed, would promote his
conversion and reform.

The strategy initially
seemed effective. Hoskins
professed his conversion, and -
Ida May, believing it to be
genuine, felt that "that ended
matters”.

Hoskins, however, according

to Ida May, ...fell in love
with me and threatened suicide
and pleaded [for her to marry
him]....He so worked upon my
pity that, supposing him to

be a good man, I said this:
'If I ever am unable to work
in the Army, and that is when
I am utterly worn out, and

you are a true Christian, I

will marry you'".

Interpreting her statement
to mean that she would marry
him when her enlistment in
the Army expired in two years,
Hoskins began telling people
they were engaged.

Realizing his
misinterpretation of her
statement, she explained to
him that she intended to remain
in the Army, that Army rules
prohibited her from marrying
outside the Army, and that
she would not marry him.

Nevertheless, Hoskins
continued to press his demand.
He "waylayed" her, made frequent
visits to Army Headquarters
where she worked, told her
collegues that she was engaged
to him, threatened to embarass
her and the Army by public
disclosure of the affair, and
threatened to kill both her
and himself if she betrayed
him.

Alarmed, Ida May reported
Hoskins' threats and harassment
to the Chief of the Spokane
Police Department, and asked
for protection. According
to Ida May, "Chief Mertz
listened politely, but didn't
seem to know what to do".

By the end of March, 1893,
Hoskins was seriously
considering suicide, and began
appealing to various people




in Spokane to find a home for
his two sons who were placed
at St. Joseph's Orphanage.

In his letter to Captain Lavery
of the People's Temple, he
urged the Captain to "write

to J.R. Brown [in Arkansas],
and give him full particulars,
and if possible induce him

to come out and see about my
children. He is a brother

of my wife and amply able to
come if he will".

He also asked Dr. Mary
Latham, a practicing physician
in Spokane, who had found homes
for other children, to find
a home for his two sons, "for",
he said, "something will happen
to me before long, and I want
to feel sure that they are
in good hands before that".

The doctor told him that "a
stout man like him ought not

to ask charity for his children;
that he sould get his daughter,
who is 16 years old, to come
home, and then get his little
boys and keep a home for all

of them". Hoskins then "broke
down and cried like a child,

and said that this dreadful
thing that was going to happen
would prevent him doing anything
like that".

Two weeks later, Hoskins
returned to Dr. Latham's office,
and asked her if she had found
a home for his sons. She told
him she had not even tried.

He said she "would soon know
wvhy he was so anxious about
- 4 ot

Hoskins also visited a
Commissioner and a Councilman
at the Spokane City Hall.
He hinted to them that something
was about to happen. They
thought he acted "queerly"
and dismissed him as a crank.

On April 5, Ida May wrote
to Captain Percy Morton, her
Commanding Officer in Seattle,
to apologize for not telling
him sooner of her involvement
with Hoskins. She told the
Captain how "terribly wrong"
it was to tell Hoskins she
would marry him "if I ever
am unable to work in the Army",
and assured the Captain that
"T shall work until I drop".

"I rejected him", she explained,
"and gave him to understand

that I never would have anything
more to do with him, and now

he is the very devil
incarnate....l am not afraid

of anything though", she
concluded bravely, "for God
knows I am true. I know
that...if he [Hoskins] should
try to injure me I shall stand
firm and feel sure that it

will come out all right. My
trust is firm in God".

Meanwhile, Hoskins had
told his version of the
controversy to a reporter for
the Spokane Review, a morning
daily, and asked that it be
printed. Suspecting Hoskins'
story to be distorted, and
intended to embarrass Ida May
and the Army, the reporter
interviewed Ida May for her
version. On the morning of
April 8, the Spokane Review
printed an article portraying
Ida May as the victim of a
"crazy lover".

That evening, the Spokane
Daily Chronicle printed a letter

written by Hoskins. He began

by expressing his intention

to "correct a number of false
statements which appeared in

a morning newspaper today".

He denied that he had threatened
to commit suicide "while engaged
to Capt. Bennett or to do Capt.
Bennett any injury".




He affirmed that he "fell
desperately" in love with her.
"There was something so
fascinating about her that
I was a new man when in her
presence"”. Yet, "knowing that
my love was growing deeper
every day, I determined to
remain away and for several
weeks I did not visit the army
barracks".

Ida May, he said, then
sent for him and asked why
he stayed away. He told her
he did not wish to annoy her.
"She then told me of her
engagement to a soldier in
the army, and said that next
to him she loved me better
than anyone in the world.
She was crying when I left
her and insisted that I come
back".

He did, he said, return
a few days later. "From that
time I called on her regularly
and was accorded all the
privileges of a lover....This
happy life lasted for about
three weeks...and...she said
she had broken the rules of
the army...and that the
engagement must be ended".

Thinking she had "played
with my heart for a few weeks
of amusement", he "became
convinced that it was her custom
to break men's hearts...and
I threatened to expose her".

Had she not "pretended
to be a sanctified woman',
he said, "I would never have
said a word, but it was not
right, I thought, for a woman
who was endeavoring to bring
souls to Christ to have a new
‘lover in every town she visited
and leave so many broken hearts
behind her".

He ended by declaring
that the truth of his story
would be confirmed by five
of Ida May's Army collegues
whom he named.

On the following day,
April 9, four of the five
collegues named by Hoskins
expressed their support for
Ida May in a letter to the
Editor of the Spokane Review.
"We know all the circumstances
of the case referred to", they
wrote. "Through it all Captain
Bennett has borne herself as
a true Christian woman". They
branded Hoskins' statements
as being "maliciously false",
and expressed their conviction
that "Captain Bennett is one
of the noblest women we have
ever known. She is engaged
in the grand work of raising
fallen humanity, and to this
work her whole heart and life
is devoted".

On April 11, Hoskins wrote
to Ida May's Commanding Officer,
Captain Percy Morton, telling
him of Ida May's promise to
marry him.

Twelve days later, on
April 23, Captain Morton wrote
a reply to Hoskins. "Captain
Bennett", he explained, "simply
finds that she has made a
mistake in promising to marry
contrary to former pledges
and feels duty bound" to break
her promise. "It seems to
be a matter of conscience with
her which means her happiness",
he said, "and rather than have
her sacrifice her happiness,
by doing what she would feel
to be wrong, is it not better
that matters have turned out
as they have? Would not her
unhappiness make you unhappy
also?"




Despite Captain Morton's
letter, Hoskins continued to
tell anyone who would listen
about the injustice he was
suffering because of Ida May's
betrayal.

Near the end of April,
Hoskins was evicted from his
room at a boarding house for
failure to pay back-rent.

He found temporary lodging

in a cobbler shop operated

by an acquaintance, Samuel
English. He told English he
had a grubstake to do some
prospecting in the mountains
when the snow melted, and asked
English to give him a revolver
for protection while in the
mountains. English obligingly
gave him a .44 caliber revolver.

Throughout the ordeal, Ida
May had kept up a brave front
before the press and her
comrades in the Army. "I'm
not afraid to die", she told
a reporter for the Spokane
Review, "but I don't want to
leave my work unfinished".

By the end of April,
however, Hoskins' relentless
harassment, the refusal of
the Police Department to provide
her with effective protection,
and, perhaps, pressure from
her superiors in the Army to
do something to bring the
scandal to an end, must have
left her feeling powerless
and frightened.

At the beginning of May,
she confided to her cousin,
Mrs. Effie McLaflin, who resided
in Spokane, that she intended
to resign from the Army, and
planned to return to San
Bernardino on Thursday, May
10.

May 5, 1893, was a Friday,
the day of the week Ida May
usually visited men in the
County Jail in Spokane. At
about 2:30 pm, while she was
in a storage room at the Army's
Headquarters gathering copies
of the War Cry to distribute
at the Jail, she heard Hoskins'
voice coming from the hallway
where a few of her collegues,
including her close friend,
Lieutenant Augusta Wachter,
were waiting for her. "Don't
lay a hand on me", she heard
Hoskins say to her collegues,
"or you'll drop dead". As
she turned, she saw Hoskins
standing in the doorway. "You
wronged me and you know it!",
he shouted. Raising the .44
caliber pistol, he fired three
shots into her body, killing
her. Reaching the doorway
as Ida May fell, her collegues
heard Hoskins say: "I killed
her because I loved her, and
I am as well off dead myself".
Hoskins then aimed the revolver
at his own head, and killed
himself.

Word of Ida May's death
passed quickly through Army
circles. General Ballington
Booth, Commander of the Army
in North America, and son of
William Booth, the Army's
founder, and his wife Maud,
sent a telegram to Ida May's
collegues in Spokane expressing
their sympathy and affection.

On the afternoon of May
6, Ida May's body was placed
on view at the city morgue
for friends and Army associates.
The viewing was opened to the
public that evening. Some
three thousand viewers passed
by.

Hoskins' fifteen year
0ld daughter also went to the
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morgue. She asked to see her
father's body, but because

of the damage to his head,
permission was denied. The
Sisters at St. Joseph's
Orphanage decided to not tell
Hoskins' sons of his death
until the boys were older.

Hoskins was buried in
a pauper's grave at county
expense. His daughter attended
the burial.

Ida May's funeral was
held at the Methodist Tabernacle
in Spokane on May 8, 1893.
Captain Morton led the service.
In a memorial given by Captain
Mabel Bigney, she was eulogized
as having had a wish fulfilled:
"0ften she told me", said
Captain Bigney, "that she wanted
to die like a warrior, in the
service of our Lord. I thank
God that since it was willed
that she should die that she
had her wish fulfilled--that
she died in the service with
her armour on".

Over 2300 people attended
the ceremony. The Tabernacle
became so overcrowded it began
to sink on its foundation.

Ida May's body was sent
to San Bernardino with
Lieutenant Wachter in
attendance. On Friday, May
12, a memorial service was
held at the First Methodist
Episcopal Church in San
Bernardino. The service was
directed by the Christian
Endeavor societies of the city.
Roselyn Sargent, who had been
associated with Ida May in
the Presbyterian Christian
Endeavor Society, which Ida
May had helped organize nearly
a decade earlier, was among
those who took part in the
program.

The following day,
Saturday, May 13, Ida May's
body was buried at Pioneer
Memorial Cemetary, next to
the grave of her father.

On Sunday, May 14, a final
memorial service as held by
the Salvation Army at the Opera
House in San Bernardino. The
service was led by Salvation
Army Captain Fannie Fields
of Los Angeles. Lieutenant
Augusta Wachter gave a memorial.

In all the memorials that
were given upon her death,
however, it went unremarked
that she had been a pioneer
in enlarging the public role
and status of women in San
Bernardino, and that she was
yet another victim of the
"absolute tyranny" over women,
which had been denounced nearly
half a century earlier, by
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
others, in "The Declaration
of Rights and Sentiments".

-

J. F. Mercereau
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