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A few tangible historical relics of the 19th
century still remain in San Bernardino, the first
city in Southern California to be founded by
Americans from the United States. How many can
you name? Coming to mind first, perhaps, are
buildings, and there are only a couple of them,
both considerably altered over time, and thus not
easily recognized. There are a few other things,
however. Has anyone thought of the downtown
streets?

It is well known that a colony of Mormons
arrived in 1851 and built a stockade for protection
against a threatened Indian attack. Within it they
lived in safety and difficulty. When the danger
was over, the families, and particularly the
housewives, I imagine, were eager to settle on
their own land and build homes. So in 1853, H.
G. Sherwood, who had laid out Salt Lake City,
was hired to do the same for San Bernardino.

It was a mile-square plat, with 10 streets
running directly south to north and east to west.
The former were given the Mormon-significant
names of Kirtland, Camel, Grafton, Utah, Salt
Lake, California, Independence, Nauvoo, and Far
West. The 10 streets running south to north were
given numbers from first to tenth.

Though co-founder Charles C. Rich’s home
had been located to the south, at First and Salt
Lake, much residential building spread north-
ward along Grafton, Utah and even Salt Lake
Streets. Here in the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s lived
several members of the John Brown family, Dr.
Ben Barton and his sons, one of whom became
mayor, Fred Perris and other local notables.

By the 1870’s, Utah Street had become the
main artery for transportation into and out of
town. The WEEKLY TIMES, on September 7,
1878, declared it “the main thoroughfare lead-
ing to the mountain mills and the Cajon Pass”.
The stage station was a brick building at Third
and Utah.

And what were these historic streets like?
Naturally, they had a dirt surface, and soon ac-
quired ruts and potholes from traffic by ex-
ceedingly heavy lumber and freight wagons.
These filled with rainwater and turned into
mud. It must have been a more or less
continuing condition, for the GUARDIAN, back
in February, 1867 said:

“The road by which access to this town, that is usually
traveled by the stages, is in a very discreditable condition, and
besides, most dangerous. This road should certainly be made
passable, which it is not at present - - no, not even jack-
assable. It is with the utmost difficulty horses can drag their
loads over this quagmire. It is a reproach to any people to
have so bad an approach to their town. But this is not the
only road - - though it is the most important - - which requires
immediate repairs."

See Page 4
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7:00 p.m. Thursday, September 4

MILDRED MARTIN will reflect on her early
memories of Arrowhead Springs which was
founded by her great uncle, David Noble Smith,
back in 1863.

7:00 P.M. Thursday, October 2
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place in 1871.
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EDITOR'S COLUMN

The Cajon Pass has played a
prominent role in the history of the San
Bernardino Valley since prehistoric
times. Indians, explorers, trappers,
loggers, land speculators and rail
passengers have all passed through
the Cajon Pass on their way to or from
the desert at one time or another,
making this an important gateway into
the San Bernardino Valley.

For those history enthusiasts who
would like to learn more about this
area, | will be teaching a one day
course offered through Cal State San
Bernardino's Office of Extended
Education that will highlight some of
the rich history of the Cajon Pass. The
course, entitted EXPLORING THE
CAJON PASS: GATEWAY INTO
THE SAN BERNARDINO
VALLEY, will be offered on Saturday,
October 25 from 7:00 A.M. until 5:00
P.M. The cost for the course will be
$67 for no-credit and $105 for one
unit of college credit.

During the day we will follow the
footsteps of Jedediah Smith and Kit
Carson, while also following the tracks
of pack animals used by traders from
New Mexico, horse thieves from the
Mojave Desert, the Mormon Battalion,
and wagon trains that brought in
people like the legendary Wyatt Earp
into the San Bernardino Valley.

You will visit an old Serrano Indian
campsite; retrace portions of the Old
Spanish Trail; John Brown's Toll
Road, and Route 66; and stop at early
pioneer ranches.

We will be having a no-host
breakfast at The Summit Inn (near the
Oak Hill off ramp) at 7 A.M. and those
attending are required to pack a lunch
and beverage and are on your own for

supper at the conclusion of the course.
Bring good walking shoes, a

camera, lunch, water, notebook, pen

or pencil, and clothing suitable for both
warm and cold weather. Walking trips
for no more than two miles are
required. A portion of the trip will be
on rough terrain so vehicles with good
clearance is suggested although car
pooling will be available. For those
interested in registering for this course,
please contact Cal State's Office of
Extended Education at 880-5975.

Nicholas R. Cataldo

WE DELIVER!!
(orders after 8:00pm, $20.00 minimum)

Pizza & Grinders
Homemade Italian Dinners
Eat here or Quick Carry out Service

(909) 824-2190 %
2671 Reche Canyon Rd, Colton

Mon, - Thurs. 11:00am -9:00pm
Friday - 11:00am - 10:00 pm
Saturday - 11:00am -9:00 pm
Sunday -  11:00am - 8:00pm

Prices subject to change
= TOPALMIPRINGS

BAATON RO,




STREETS, Continued

In the early years, “zanjas” or ditches ran along
the sides of the streets, distributing water to the
residents. At intersections, little bridges were built
over them for foot traffic.
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San Bernardino had disincorporated as a city in
1863, probably because of administrative ex-
penses, but found it necessary to reincorporate in
1869, as a town, in order to carry on business due
to expansion, including street grading. At that
time the editor of the GUARDIAN felt it would be
advisable to change the street names as well.
Starting with Kirtland on the east as “A” Street,
Camel was changed to “B”, Grafton to “C”, Utah
to “D”, Salt Lake to “E”, California to “F”, In-
dependence to “G”, Nauvoo to “H”, and Far West
tO IIIII.

The new names took some getting used to.
The GUARDIAN, ARGUS, and TIMES in the 1870s
made the transition gradually in their items and
ads, but even the 1887 City Directory often used

the word “formerly” to clarify things.
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JOHN H. BARTON HOUSE

What surprised me, on reading the dedicatory
address of Judge Willis for the new Pavilion, as
published in the January 3, 1891 TIMES-INDEX,
was that at that late date, the official boundaries of
the city had not increased. It was still one mile
square.

Apparently the 20th century brought further

MORMON CITY PLAT

Bridges of a sort also carried street traffic over
Town Creek as it ran southeast through town.
These were at 9th and Salt Lake, 8th and Utah, in
the 600 block on Grafton and below that on 5th
and on 3rd, where it joined Warm Creek; also
there were bridges across the latter at Grafton.
“Narrow, weak and rickety they were.” Said the
WEEKLY TIMES on September 13, 1879.

“Last evening a span of horses and a wagon belonging to a
Spaniard were precipitated over the bank into the dam hols on
D Street. They wers crossing the narrow roadway on 8th St.
when the whesls slipﬁed and the wagon upset carrnng the horse
with it. Fortunately the driver had time to jump or he might have
recorded a more tragic event. As it was, the damage was
considerable. We have fraquently called attention to the dangers
of this place, but we presume it will be left in its present
condition until some serious accident occurs and the town has
a heavy bill of damages to foot."

4

dissatisfaction with the handy letter street names.
Residents wanted something fancier, I guess. By
1928 “A” Street had become Sierra Way. Some
time between 1914 and 1926, “B” Street was
changed to Mountain View. “C” Street became
Arrowhead Avenue between 1909 and 1914. By
1926, 1st Street had become Rialto Avenue, west
from Waterman to the city limits.

Yet today, in the downtown area, Sherwood’s
original 20 streets still exist - - sort of. Parts of
some have disappeared because of the commercial
and administrative demands of a city the size and
importance of which the Mormon founders could
not have dreamed. Carousel Mall and the City
Hall have taken a large piece of 3rd Street between
Utah and Far West. The county government has
built Arrowhead Plaza right over 4th Street
between Utah and Salt Lake. The new city police
complex has shut off 7th between Utah and Salt



Lake. And the county complex has turned Camel,
between 3rd and 4th into a parking lot. Part of the
problem, of course, rests with those new fangled
automobiles that have to be parked.

What a blessing today are the Mormons’ wide
streets, though, as the rubber tires glide over the
smooth asphalt pavement on Utah Street, where
lumber wagons bumped in the ruts and mired in
the mud. 1893 saw the first paving of downtown
streets. They included 3rd from “C” to the depot,
2nd from “D” to “E” and “E” from 1st to 4th. But,
believe or not, when [ moved to San Bernardino
with my parents in 1924, “I” Street along the
railroad tracks was not yet paved.

But we can still drive up Grafton, where the
site of the old Council House is now occupied by
a successor, the 1926 Court House, amid a group
of monuments to the past. And it is still possible
to drive down Kirtland past Home of Etfernity and
Pioneer Cemeteries, where lie many of the city’s
founders and builders. These old Mormon streets Dr',R' Bruce Harley
have seen almost a century and a half of exciting Ofﬁce of Archives )
history. Diocese of San Bernardino

San Bernardino, CA 92404
Phone: (909) 475-5389

From a Mustard Seed:

The Catholic Church in California’s
Inland Empire, a Brief History of the
Diocese of San Bernardino and its
Forebears, 1774 - 1995

By R. Bruce Harley

$ 12.00 By Mail

Contact:
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HOLY FAMILY OASIS AT NEWBERRY SPRINGS
by R. Bruce Harley

The post-World War II expansion of the
Catholic Church's San Diego Diocese into
San Bernardino's High Desert witnessed
several efforts at ministering to scattered
groups. Examples were at such locations as
Kelso, Mountain Pass, Amboy, Ludlow, and
Baker. None of these prospered due to
changing economic conditions, with the
exception of Baker, and were eventually
discontinued. All but Amboy, a parish of
short duration, were missions or preaching
stations of St. Joseph Parish in Barstow.

Another location which began services in
the 1950's was at Newberry Springs. This
was an older community and had a better
economic foundation, largely because it had
a generous water supply from a high water
table. The village, located about twelve
miles east of Daggett on Route 66, had a
post office as early as 1899 and had several
name changes over the years. An 1883
schedule of the Southern Pacific Railroad
showed it as Newberry, but it became
Wagner in 1911, Water in 1919, Newberry

again in 1924, and finally Newberry Springs
in 1967. In the age of steam engines, the
place was an important water stop. Over the
years, the area attracted many residents
(2,000 population by 1980) who used the
ample underground water supply to con-
struct small lakes and ponds and to irrigate
Crops.

There were enough Catholic people
present by 1956 that a small group began
saying the rosary in their homes. Within a
few months, catechism classes began for the
children. Next, a priest from the Marine
base at Daggett came irregularly to say Mass
for the faithful under a tree. The group
began to grow in size, so the Community
Building was rented for services. The
Barstow parish was then requested to supply
a priest once a month. If he could not come,
the pastor from Amboy supplied the need
until that parish was closed in 1970. By the
mid-1960's, the Sunday schedule had
increased to two Masses per month. In
addition to the continuing need for catechism



classes, adult studies were also conducted
after 1965.

By this time, the fledgling congregation
felt it was well on its way to forming its own
parish with a church. However, this dream
of a decade's duration was put aside when
another church entity appeared in the neigh-
borhood. The St. Bonaventure Friary in
Chicago gave permission to the western
Franciscan province for acquisition of
property to meet the needs of future expan-
sion. A number of potential sites were found
in Southern California, but all were found
wanting for a variety of reasons. This effort
included at least two of the existing Cali-
fornia Missions from the colonial Franciscan
era. The Friars continued their search.

In 1968, Father Aloysius Romanowski
received an offer of a twenty-acre donation
in the desert near the newly renamed New-
berry Springs. The property was found not
to be suitable, but another tract which even-
tually became the Franciscan Center came to
the attention of the Order. This was found
to meet all requirements, and the 30 acres
were purchased. It had been nearly two
centuries since there was a Franciscan
presence in the area when Fray Francisco
Garces had traveled through on a missionary
journey in 1776.

Father Aloysius (or "Fr. Al" as he was
known) was recognized by his Order as the
logical leader of the building project for a
Franciscan Center. Over the next two years
he came to Newberry Springs frequently on
business from his principalship of Bishop
Montgomery High School in Torrance and
stayed long enough to say Sunday Mass in
several of the congregant's homes.

In March 1970, Fr. Al received a county
permit to hook up a small trailer to utility
lines for use while building permanent
facilities. One of those structures was to be
a church to serve future parishioners. That
same year, a four-car garage was built and
immediately modified for use as a chapel,
pending construction of a church. Also,
much of the main house and utilities had
been completed the same year. By 1974, the
sacristy-library building was finished. In
1976, a heavy beam grape arbor with a

concrete floor area was completed. This
came to be often used for outdoor Mass
during good weather.

During those eight years since the land
acquisition, Fr. Al labored alone. He re-
ceived help from many volunteers for the
construction phase. A number of dinners,
barbeques, rummage sales and bazaars (plus
the Sunday collection) were conducted by
the local people to augment fund-raising
efforts in the Los Angeles and San Diego
diocesan areas. Finally, in 1976, the Fran-
ciscans sent Brother Francis Boerner to
assist Fr. Al. He was of considerable help
with the landscaping and a variety of other
jobs. The result was many areas of patios,
flower gardens and tree-shaded walks with
benches. The entire layout conformed to the
"California Mission" style. However, no
church was ever built either by the
Franciscans or by the community on land set
aside for that purpose.

After a decade of dedicated effort, the
future parishioners were led to believe that
the money and services they provided would
soon result in the construction of a church on
dedicated land and that the Franciscan priests
would continue Masses or make some
arrangement to function without the com-
munity having to rely on the Barstow parish.
However, consternation reigned in Decem-
ber 1978, when the Franciscan headquarters
in Oakland decided to sell the Newberry
Springs property.

This proposal caused shock and anger
among the local residents. Thought was
given to appealing the move to a higher
Church authority. Or, if that failed, filing a
class action civil suit against the Order. As
time passed, tempers cooled and the latter
action was never taken. However, an appeal
made to the Papal Apostolic Delegate in
Washington, D.C. was turned down in favor
of local negotiation between the newly
established San Bernardino Diocese (which
now covered San Bernardino and Riverside
Counties) and the Franciscans.

Part of the problem was money. The
residents estimated in 1980 that they had
contributed the equivalent of $100,000 to the
project. The Franciscans offered the proper-



ty for $250,000 with no provision for either
a refund to the community or at the very
least some acreage on which to build a
church.

Another part of the problem seemed to
be that there was never a clear understanding
of the intention or purpose of the project on
the part of the parties involved. The bishop
of the San Diego Diocese had granted per-
mission for Fr. Al to serve the residents but
not as a de facto parish pastor. Then too,
the peopie of the community were not aware
that it was not the intention of the Francis-
cans to build a parish church despite the map
layout of 1968. They had come to the area
with the intention of establishing a school for
novices, retirement home and/or a retreat
house for priests. The residents were under
the impression that the project was their
established mission and were working
toward the establishment of their local
parish. With the coming of Fr. Al, the
diocese presumed the Newberry Springs
mission was now under the direction of the
Franciscans.

After two years of misunderstanding, it
seemed that the sale of the property to a
non-profit organization -- Family Oasis, Inc.
-- would provide some measure of emolu-
ment to the presumably soon-to-be aban-
doned Newberry Springs mission. Ironically,
the Franciscans continued to staff their
Center for three years after the 1978 sale
announcement, and consequently a priest did
continue to hold a Sunday Mass whenever
convenient. The new prospective owner
expected to have a priest available in con-
junction with its purpose of operating a
home for adult developmentally disabled
individuals. It appeared that the garage-
chapel would continue to be used for an
interim, and some land in the 3-to-5 acre
range would be set aside for future local use.

Escrow closed on the Franciscan Center
in the spring of 1981. Finances of the
existing Catholic mission were improved by
having all collection money sent to Barstow
to be used to defray expenses. This included

a nominal rent for the chapel until a better
arrangement could be made and a stipend to

whatever priest said the Mass.

Holy Family Oasis, even with presumably
strong backing, continued to be under-
financed and unable to inaugurate its patient
program. When the full three-year note
came due in 1984, neither funds or refinanc-
ing could be arranged. Consequently, the
project passed into history and the property
reverted to the Franciscans.

For the long-standing Newberry Springs
mission (which had begun using the name
"Holy Family Mission"), it was a case of deja
vu. However, the previous arrangements
made with the Oasis stood them in good
stead. A new rental agreement with the
Franciscans enabled the people to continue
providing a facility for Mass in the old
garage-chapel. The Franciscans stationed a
priest at the Center to care for the Order's
interests. He provided a weekly Mass when
available or else a priest came from Barstow
for that purpose. With another sale of the
Center property in the offing, the Catholic
community in 1985 arranged with the local
Assembly of God church to use that facility
for a Saturday evening Mass in lieu of losing
the chapel unexpectedly. Holy Family
Mission continued to look to the future by
using its accumulated building fund in 1986
to purchase the five acres originally set aside
almost two decades previously. Eventually,
a church would be built as the financial
situation improved.

Thus, despite numerous setbacks over
the years, the community exhibited its
tenacity in overcoming obstacles and not
becoming a footnote to history as with other

desert towns.
% k k % k kK Kk ok ok k kK k k
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The Choir and the Corner Stone

SACRED SERVICES

Marve than 1noa penple erowding on the sidewalks and
into the rhurchyard witnessed the impressive ceremonies
incidental to the laving of the cornerstone of the new
church of St. Bernard de Sienna parish which took place
Friday morning.

The veremonies were In charge of Bishop T. J. Conaty
of the diocese of Los Angeles and Monterey., and were
heantifully impressive. They opened with the blessing
af the cross whicrh will be placed on the church altar by
the hishop. Then the eighty-third Psalm was chanted
and this was (ollowed by a praver of blessing for the
iragg,  The “Miserare™ psalm was next chanted and
soveral other psalins followed this.

While the bighap. surrounded by o number of priesis,
silently leoked on the corner stone was cdropped into
place,

Prior to the teremonies incident Lo the laying of this
corner stone there were several impressive features. The
t"atalina band heading a procession of girls and boys of
the ¢hureh, marched around the corner of Fifth and F.
strets playving national airs. The girls were dressed in
white, which had heen draped with blue and red ribhons,

Earlier in the morning high mass had been rele-
hrated ar the old chureh in the presence of the bishop.
The relehrant was Rev. Fr. Florian Hahn, and he was
asissted in the ceremony by Rev. Fr. MeGrath of Arling-
ton. Rev. Fr. (‘ain of Riverside and Rev. Fr. T. J. Fitz-
gerald of Redlands, and Rev. Fr. John Brady. Rev.
Fr. Francis Conaty, secretary to the bishop, was master

of ceremonies and he was assisted by Rev. Fr. Black-
well of the local parish.

Prinr to the opening of the corner stone ceremonies,
a specially erected gzrand stand had been filled with
members of the Princess’ conrt. the members of the
Spanish court and members of the committees besides the
Centennial officinls and ceveral ity officials.

Shortly after % o’cleck 1he procession of priests. hoadinl
by altar boys and Rev. Fr. Blackwell marched solemly
to the corner stone and surrounding it commenced the
ceremony.  Atting as escerts to the bishop were Rev,
FFrs. Kirk. Brady and Fahe

Before the Ilaying of the carner stone g namber of
articles were placed in it among which were the attest
af the hishop, containing the names of chureh offieials
end pastors. also the State and National officials and the
Bistory of the valley written hy Father Juan tabelieria
and u list of members of the Altar soclety. the [,. B, 1"
Ao the Knighte af Columbus and a number of other
articles,

After this ceremony had® heen completed, the hishop
and several of the priests mounted a specially erected
platform which had been prettily draped with purple
and white bunting.

Then Bishop Copaty made the address for the ocea-
sion. Before opening his remarks he made the state-
ment that he wished to thank all who had assisted In
making the erection of the chureh possible He also
agked for a generons offering with which to help sup-
port the church and announced that the silver trowel
used in laying the stone. would be presented to the
person contributing most liberally,

Handsome gold and white colored buttons hearing a
picture of the c¢hurch as it will lonk when completed
and of its pastor, Rev. John Brady. had been gotten ont
specially for the occasion and a song specially written,
entitled "Hail. the Twentieth Day of May.” was sung
by a chorus of young people during the services.

Among the priests who were present were the fol-

Inwing:
Rev., Edward H. Brady. Rev. Edward Kirk. Rev.
Thomas Fahey., Rev. .lames ilroy. Rev. Paul Dillon.

Rev. Peter J. OO Reilly, Rev. 101
J. 1. Clifford. all of Los Angeles.
Rev. M. Golden of San Diego. Rev. P. I. MeGrath of

MeDowell. and Rav

Father John Brady




SAN BERNARDINO

VALLEY CENTENNIAL
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Laying the Cornerstone of the New Ca thelic Church of San Bernardine de Sienna

Arlington. Rev. Francis 1. Dubbell of Anaheim. Rev. G.
i, Frund of Bakerstivld, Rev. B, Florian Hahn. M. A. of
anning., Hev, Geerge Doyle of Paln, Rev. Willlam
Power of Coranado. Rev. Jomes O'Neill of Glendale, Rev.
I'atrick Brady of Hollister. Rev. James Reardon of Long
Beweli. Rev. 0. 1. Sheehy of Monrovin. Rev. Gratian
Ardens of Montebello. Rev. P, K. Beeker of Ontario, Rev,
Willlam F. Quinlan of Pasadena, Rev. T. J. Fitzgerald
and Rev. Mivhael Seanlon of Redlands, Rev. S. F. Caln
af Riverside. Rev. Andrew Resa, (. M. F,, of San Ga-
briel. Rev. Gustave Flamenco of San Gabriel, Rev. Wil-
linm Hughes of San Jacinto, Rev. Michael Conneally of
San Pedroo

The pirish vommitiees In charge of the vornerstone
laying this morning were:

Executive—Mrs. A. L. Mespelt, chair; Mrs. Richard
Mulnerny, Mrs. Charles Longmire, Mrs. R. J. Ochs, Mrs.
tieorge F. Hewins.

Decoration and Reception Committee—Mrs. A. 1., Mes-
pelt, chairman; Mrs, J. ¢. Huber, Mrs. Charles Long-
mire, Mrs. R. McInerny. Mrs. S. J. Hennessy, Mrs.
Timothy McInerny, Mrs. Plerce, Mrs. George F. Hewins,
Miss Marie Geissel, Miss A. Sacramella, Miss Minnie Mc-
Quilkin. Mrs. George Brooks, Mrs. S. Mecham, Mrs. Mar-
tin Kohl. Mrs. J. J. Johnston, Mrs. Teresa Corcaran.

Committee on Parade and Public Safety—George F.
tlewens. chairman: Amdrew Thompson, A, l.. Mespelt,
J. C. Huber. Joseph Jager. Mrs. Poser, Hugh Muldowney,
Richard Mclnerny. John Linderman, Timothy Mcinerny.
Frank Schmalhefer. Jolin Scanlon, James Murray. Wil-
linm Cullen. W. Engelauf. J. . Belarde, Charles Long-
mire. Patrick Donahue,

Collection Committee—S. J. Hennessy, chairman; J. F.
Parker, M. J. Coughlin. C. J. Hofstetter, J. M. Oberly, V.
R. Zimmerman, George Gelssel, Al Gabel, W. R. Bowes,
M. Farrington, Richard Mclnerny, R. J. Ochs, J. J. Sulli-
van. W. E. Byrne. N. Davenport. Jr.. of Colton; A. L.
Casey of olton: James Murray. Al Gabel. James Doyle,
W. (Cole

Grand Stand and Platform Committee-—-J. F. Parker.
chairman: Peter Thompson, assistant.

At the close of the ceremonies Bishop Conaty with the
pastor and chorus headed the automobile parade. which
terminated at the site on the Colton road where a
Capilla Is to be erected in tommemoration of the Mis-
sion founded by Padre Dumitz just 100 years ago.

Capilla Ceremonies

On Centennial day, May 20 1910, Bishop Conaty of Los
Angeles, laid with due ceremony the cornerstone of a
new capilla to be erected by the people of San Bernar-
dino and Colton on the exact, site of the first building
erected in this valley by the white men. It is proposed
that that new chapel shall be a reproduction along re-
duced lines of the mission bullding at San Gabriel al-
though this has not been definitely settled as yet.

The ground for the capilla was generously given to
the people of the two cities as a capilla site by O. L.
Emery of Colton. He set aside an acre of land on
almost the highest point of the ridge deeding it to a
committee in trust composed of Elizabeth €. Wilkins,
Josephine Ferguson, Maude Adams Roberts and \lma
M. Oakly, until such a time as It can be turned over to
an organizatfon having in charge the building of the
chapel. Together with the land he gave a right of way
for a road leading out to Colton avenue and the right In
2 well which will supply water. The gift is regarded
as one of the most generous acts recorded in the history
of the valley and Mr. Emery has been praised on every
side by the people of the entire county.

It is Intended to establish In the mission u permanent
museum of early day relics and to maintain it as one of
the show places of the valley,

The dedication ceremonies were most impressive.
Hundreds of people from all portions of Southern Cali-




10

EDITION OF THE EVENING INDEX

7

(S 1}

fornin had gmathered there for the occasion and besides
Bishop Conaty a large number of Catholic priests and
choir boys from Los Angeles asisted in the exerclses. R.
E. Swing as president of the San Bernardino Valley Cen-
tennial opened the ceremonies by presenting Bishop
onaty with a huge cross to be uged in the exercises and
aiso telling briefly what it is hoped to do.

Bishop Conaty after placing the cornerstone and dedi-
cating the capilla delivered an address which was one
of the hest delivered culogies of the padres and their
works that has ever been spoken. He said:

BISHOP CONATY'S SPEECH

He opened his address with a greeting to the people
ol the city and valley of San Bernardino on the happy
accasion 9f the Centennfal which all were privileged to
enjoy. lle expressed his grateful appreciation for the
kindness of the fnvitation which permitted him to address
the people who had gathered from all sections to con-
eratulate San Bernardino and participate in its joy. The
Bishop then said:

“There is an instinct, deep-rooted in the human heart,
which evokes veneration for the name and character
of individuals who by virtue of the gzoodness of their
desds Lave lert their imprint upon human life. Our
hearts naturally incline to pay homage to excellence, to
recopnize meril, to admire greatness. and to love good-
ness.  The soulptor who by his chigel draws the figure
frtom the marble block, the poet whose verse stirs the
heart wud moves to love and action. the statesman by
whose genius nutional life is molded. the General who
on the feld of battle solves the problem of national
lHberty, the «aptains of industry by whose ability a
nation’s presperity and business life is maintained—all
win our admiration and deserve our honor and praise.
They stund in a prominent place in the nation’s Hall of
Fame us mixhty elements in a nation’s life. Yet there
is something higher and better. something more neces-
sury, and found only in a life that is truly good. The
wnseltish tire is the greatest life of all. The religious
spirit which draws man to God and leads him to that

- .o .o -

higher life in which ha finds the motives of unselfish
service not only to his God but to his fellowman—-tha*
spirit is needed in every national life in order that man
may work out his destiny, be gulded in his conscience
and fulfill his duty to all the interests of life. The man
or woman dominated by divine fafth, filled with a sensa
of duty to God, willing to spend and be spent for the
welfare of the community, lifting up the lowly. giving
knowledge to the ignorant. lovers of human Kind, lvine
to lead men to the higher and hettey life  they are
among the world’'s greatest heroes, they are the world's
unchlest cltizens. They may be poor in this world’'s goods.
they may hold no place In sociul cireles. but thetr char-
acter is of purest gold and like the Saviour of the world.
they go about doing good and their tonch brings hless
ings with it. The unselfish henefactor of mankind is
greater than the noblest work of art from the hand of the
greatest genfus. Commercialism may not regard it as an
asset but it is well for us never to forget that there is
no greater blessing in a community than that which
romes from the life of one who lives and labors to make
men better, there is no higher example of unselfishness
than that which is found in one laboring to unlift o
down trodden and neglected race  Thig {8 real heroism:
this is (‘hrist like.

Such types of men are honored on this Centennial Day
They were Francviscan monks. born in far-off Spain. who
had heard a call to the service of the Master on lais
Western Continent. They left their homes and came te
live and die among the Indian tribes to whom they
Lrought all the Llessings of Christianity and all the ad-
vantages of civilization. As members of a Religious
Order. followers of the great St. Francis of Asissi. they
pledged their lives in obedience to service wherever theis
Superiors might place them,

Bishop (‘onaty speke of the padres as simple men o
faith and devoted lovers of the peopie. and siid:

“Thelr mission houses wers charivterized by charit
and hospitality. Thelr convent rule was severe upor
themselves but kindly in its relution to the people. Wher
one considers the difficulties with which the padres hee

Bishop Conaty Conducting the Ceremonies at the Laying of the Corner Stone of the New Capilla
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to contend, there must be astonishment at the results
obtained. ‘The happy prosperous communities of self-
supporting Catholic Indians, with thelr chapels, schools
and mission buildings. their quiet industrial lite, the
teaching of trades, the cultivation of the land, the family
respect, the marriage tie strengthened and virtue pre-
dominant—these are the results of that religious train-
ing in which the padres taught the Indians the blessings
of Christiap faith. History has no more interesting
chapter; romance nothing more attractive; religion no
greater sacrifice and civilization no stronger contribution
than that offered by the Franciscan missions in Califor-
pnia. No wonder that California s growing to love
them more and more for they are the jewels In her
crown, they are the pearls in her necklace.

“One hundred years ago today, one¢ of those brown-
habited padres, Father Dumetz, holding aloft the holy
cross of which ho was a follower, conscerated this valley
to God and began the work of civilization. As we look
back over the one hundred years thut separate us from
that day, we can hardly realize the dangers which sur-
rounded him and his work, nor can we fully uppreciate
the splendid character of the sacrifice by which he
pledged his life to labor for the Christianizing and
civilizing of the rude childron of the mountains who
were not of his kith or kim and whose lives were at
utter variance with all the principles he came prepared
to teach. We gaze upon our civilization of today, ou
cultivated fields, our prosperous cities, the bappiness of
vur peuple, and we must in justice trace back, as to a
sourve, our indebtedness to those devoted men who
laid the foundations of civilization on this coast. I[n our
age of materinl things, when the mad rush for galn and
power sems lo dominate, in the midst of so much in-
justice, when the weaker has so often to yield to the
stronger, when the only question seems to be the sur-
vival of the fittest, It Is indced refreshing to stop for
a moment in our busy, bustling life and gaze upon the
unselfish lives of men whose one object was to do good
to those with whom they came in contact. It {s refresh-
ing, to gaze upon the figures of these brown-habited
friars as they moved among the Indians of the coast
and sucrificed their lives that they might bring peace
to those who were warring with one another, that they
might do good to thosc against whom the hand of in-
coming civilization semed ralsed, that they might be to
them father and brother and friend, and spend their
lives among them with no other motive than the doing
of good to them, These models of unselfishness are
models of good citizenship; they were indeed true
ploneers of civilization who lived and died that men
might be made better.

“Blessings on these padres, who from 1769 In San
Diego until the secularization in 1834, gave to the world
an example of Christ-like unselfishness In their devotion
to the high ideals of that Christian life which they
practiced and which they developed among the people
with whom they had chosen to live.

“It's a long road and sunny, it's a long road and old,

And the brown padres made {t for the flocks of the fold."

‘The Franciscan missions, buflt by the Franciscan
padres are the monuments of Californiz. In their rulns
they are historic and they form our noblest inheritance.
The archeologists visit the monuments of Egypt, Rome
and Athens, In order to decipher something of the
glory of these nations that have passed away. In those
ruins we read chapters of a past civilization. Our mis-
slon ruins deserve our love and admiration and they call
forth the energy of the student in order that they may
teach the lesson of the civilization which they brought
te this Western Coast. Thkey tell the story of Spalin and

Some Idea of How the Oid San
Bernardino Mission Looked

her civilizing influence In the century in which they
were built, they recall the work of the Cothollc Church
in the preaching of the gospel and the extension of the
blessings of civilization to those who sat in the valley
of fdolatry and darkness, they give glory to that Spain
which sent 2 Columbus and a Cabrillo, a Coronado and &
Serra, they tell in a language which all men can under-
stand of the heroism of those beloved padres who spent
their lives in Chrletianizing this Western Coast. In
these hills and valleys of ours the crumbling walls of the
misslons tell us a glorious story, they tell of men who
never thought of self, who laid down their lives that
the Cross of Christ might be lifted above the homes of
the simple children of the mountains and the civilizing
influence of true religion might cnter into their lives.
In marked contrast to the Franciscan padres and the
spirit in which their work was accomplished is seen the
secularization of the misslons and the bheartlessness,
jealousy and injustice of the government which suc-
ceeded. One {8 made heart sick in realizing how that
decree of secularization removed the Indians from the
advantages which he had gained and made him an allen
in the land which God had¥given to him."

Bishop Conaty then gave a short history of the coming
of Father Dumetz and the establishment of the mission
in San Bernardino on May 20, 1810, it being the feast
of St. Bernardine of Sienna the valley was named in
his honor. He said the patron saint was also & Fran-
ciscan and was born In Sienna fn 1380. He had acquired
a2 reputation for sanctity of life and cloquence as 2
preacher. St. John of Capistran, also a Franciscan, was a
close friend of St. Bernardine. Bishop Conaty spoke of
the great difficulties which beset the mission; the earth-
auake in 1812 and the ruin of Politano the mission vil-
lage, and the superstition of the Indians which caused
the destruction of the misslon and the withdrawal of the
misslonaries. He told how the padres returned at the
request of the Indlans in 1819 and in 1820 the new
mission bulldings were completed and occupied; bhow In
1831 the bulldings were destroyed and again rebullt;
bhow, three years later, the decrece of secularization
brought ruin to all the missions and that which had
been bullt in unselfishness was destroyed by the greed
of those in authority.

11
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| San Bernardino Mission History

By JOHN S. McGROARTY

i T is fascinating to look back over a stretch of
I hundred years of time, a feat which San Ber-
nardino Is now enabled to do, having but
recently celebrated with great splendor her
m existence as a century-old community. But

- this is the city’'s record in civilization only.
sShe has another vecord still older. White men were in
the valley of San Bernurdino 136 years ago, and, by a
slight stretch of the imagination, the place may be said
to have been “discovered™ 368 years ago.

Beginning with the record farthest back, we come upon
the voyage of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo to California in
1542. Cabrillo was a Portuguese navigator, able and
daring, who succeeded in reaching our shores after at
leust two other sallors had failed In the attempt. He
salled under the Spanish flag in the service of a no less
renowned personange than Cortez, the conqueror of the
Aztecs. (Cabrillo's expedition was fitted out In the “New
Spain' of those days. which is the Old Mexico of to-day.
His first landing In California was made at San Diego,
where he spent six days. He then sailed north as far
as Cupe Mendocino where a storm drove him back to
Santa Barbara, his ships putting in to the isle of San
Miguel where Cabrillo sivkened and died.

On his voyage up the Coast, Cabrillo visited the pres-
ent harbor of San Pedro which he named the *“Bay of
Smoke'” because at that time the dried grasses on the
surrounding hills were one vast flame of fire. But there
can be no doubt that Cabrillo caught sight of Mts, San
Bernardino and San Gorgonio from the waters of the
ocean. No doubt, also, he made note of those majestic
peaks as he safled. Wherefore, it might be sald that
San Bernardino became known to white men full more
than three centuries and a half ago.

Cabrillo. however, never set foot in San Bernardino, so
we cannot count him as a visitor. 1t was not until the
yeur 1774 that the tirst white man actually arrived in
the land of the Guachamas. standing knee-deep In the

Committees Deserving of Praise

‘To attempt to give an adequate mention or commen-
dation of the work of each Individual member of the
executive committees who were responsible for the suc-
cegs of the Centennial, would entall a task Impossible
in this issue as it would require volumes to tell of all
the sacritices and personal inconveniances that each mem-
Ler cheerfully subjected themselves. All are deserving
of the highest praise as well as the individual members of
circlh sub-committee who so able seconded the efforts of
their chairmen.

The ladies committee especially, under the leadership
of Mrs, Roberts did their work particularly well and
there was no hitch whatever In the work assigned to
them. Particularly are they to be commended for keep-
ing within the limit of expenditures as lald out by the
general executive committee at the beginning of the
Centennial. Not only did they not exceed the amount
allowed them but‘were able to return to the executive
committee a credit balance which could not be said of
all the men’s committees,

All are deserving of the highest commendation and
every member has the gratitude of every appreclative
¢itizen of San Bernardino.

wild flowers of the valley upon which still looks, as it
did then, the mystic mountain of the Arrowhead. This
white man was Juan de Anza. the famous Captain of
Tubac, who blazed the first inland trall from Sonora to
Monterey. Some day there should be erected u monument
in Meadowbrook Park to Juan de Anza, the (aprtain of
Tubae. He stands in history as the distoverer of San
Bernardino.

It was a4 notable as well as a huzardous expedition
which old Captain de Anza made through the Sun Ber-
nardino Valley 136 years ago. It wuas no easy trick to
start out from beyond the Colorado River and-travel
afoot and horseback all the way to Monterey in Cali-
fornia. Few people would care to attempt the journey in
that way even now, with all the water holes located, not
to speak of the section houses and the civilized towns that
are strung along the road. Captain Juan had none ot
these to depend on. It was an unknown country and a
kard country to cross. It was ftilled with savages and
side-winders and God knows how muny miles of blaz-
ing sands that were horrors of desolation.

Yét the Captain of Tubac made the journey in safety.
He blazed the trall and put the desert on the map. With
him on that memorable journey he huad 240 men and
women and 1050 beasts of different kinds. It is not
reccrded that he lost anybody or anything. The way he
came into San Bernardino was exactly the way that the
Southern Paclfic railroad comes into it now. But all that
this brave old trafl-blazer found when he reached the
spot where now stands the good gray town of St. Bernard
was u village of the Guachama Indians who must have
been as greatly surprised to see him and his compuniong
as we would be new to receive u visit from u band of
Hottentots.

Up to the time of Captain de Anzu's expedition, and
for many years afterwards. the Spaniards confined their

Showing tile roof and construction of early San Bernar-
dino Misslon

!
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task of conquering and civilizing California entirely to
the territory lying immediately along the ocean. They
never ventured more than 30 miles Inland, and they
went as far as that only at one place. The Valley of
San Bernardino and all the other great inland valleys
were as an unknown country to the Conquistadores and
the Franciscan Padres until shortly before the time
Padre Dumetz tame over from San Gabriel and foundea
San Bernardino, May 20, 1810. But it is known that the
Padres of San (abriel had long had their thoughts on
this Valley where dwelt the Guachamas and which was
famed by all reports as “The Place of Plenty."

We can easily imagine the glowing acounts that Cap-
tain Juan gave the Padres at San Gabriel as he sat with
them at the Mission resting on the way to Monterey.

of the life of today are deep In the dust of death with
Francisco Dumetz. But there will be people then to
take the look, and there will be people looking backward
still In the centuries that are vet beyond. telling the
tale that we tell now.

History relates that the founding of San Bernardino
was not without its somber side. The Guachamas did
not take kindly to Christianity at first. Soon after the
Padres came among them an unfortunate. and. as it
would seem, an ill-timed earthquake oceurred. Hot
springs broke through the ground and the earth trembled.
The Indians blamed the whole business on the white men.
and especially on the Padres. with the consequence that
the Guachamas burned everything in sight and attempted
to kill the whites in a body.

San Bernardino Mission (About 1820)

And there ¢an be no doubt that the Padres were then
more eager than ever to look wupon the mystic
Arrowhead and to plant the cross in the country of the
Guachamas. But if. too. they were somewhat timid about
venturing inland so far. we are not to blame them. The
Yumas and the other Apaches were not far away, and
the Padres had had a terrible experience with those
savages in Arizona.

The people of San Bernardino should be interested in
knowing all that is to be known of Francisco Dumetz.
the brown-robed Franciscan under whose leadership the
city and valley were founded and made a part of the
civilized world. In personal appearance he must have
been a striking and commanding figure. standing over
six feet tall in his sandals, and rather fleshly, too. He
was grown old when he came to San Bernardino and
was then the last living man of that vallant band of
ploneers and proselytsers who had come to California
with Juniero Serra in 1769. He was a hard and zealous
worker and had served in the Missions at San Diego, San
Carlos. San Fernando and Santa Buena Ventura before
coming to San Gabriel. He died one year after he had
founded San Bernardino and his sacred dust lies burled
somewhere in the San Gabriel Mission.

We can-picture Padre Dumetz in our imagination as
he came on that far away day of a hundred years ago
to the beautiful hill in the "“Place of Plenty” where the
corner stone of the memorial capilla was dedicated during
the recent centennial. And we can also imagine the
thrill that swept his soul as he looked away across that
wondrous valley, as beautiful now as it was then. We
can hear in memory the music of the bells as he rang
them calling the savage gentiles to the Cross. It Is a far

way to look back and it will be still a farther look an- .

other hundred years from now when we who are a part

Near Redlands.

A few soldiers were then brought from San Gabriel
and the Padres continued their task. They were used
to such treatment and it did not deter them. Another
capilla was built, this time farther into the valley, but
this too, was destroyed. But the work went on. The
third and the finally successful stand was made over
toward Redlands where the ruins of the old Mission
buildings are standing to this day.

The old Zanja or irrigation ditech which the Padres
built is still in existence in the San Bernardino valley
and there are many other evidences of their labors. That
the Mission San Bernardino would have rivalled the
other Missions in wealth and importance there can be
no question were it not for the fact that it was just then
that the entire Mlssion empire fell upon evil days. In
1812 the harrassment of the Missions by the greedy and
consclenceless land-grabbers began. The Franciscans
disputed every inch of ground and did all that brave men
could do to protect their Indian wards. But it was of no
avall. The Missions fell, one by one, into ruin and decay.
The Padres were driven out by injustice and wrong. The
neophytes and Christian Indians went back to the hills
and the deserts, many of them to worship again at the
feet of the ancient heathen gods.

This, then, is the brave story of the Mission San Ber-
nardino and of the founding of the city and the valley
of San Bernardino. It isa story of which to be proud and
of which the people of San Bernardino are proud. In
the centennial celebration which has so recently been
held, they who dwell to day in the ‘“Place of Plenty”
under the glow of the peerless mountains and in the
peerless Valley of St. Bernard have shown their pride
in the heritage which they enjoy and which they shall
hand down in greater splendor to their children and
their children’s children.

Now Barton Place,
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Farmers Exchange

National Bank

CAPITAL - - $100,000
SURPLUS - - 50,000

Does a general banking business

Accounts solicited

James Patterson, Cashier A. G. Kendall, President
T. E. Bagley, Ass't Cashier A. L. Drew, Vice-President

Centrally Located Thoroughly. Overhauled and Renovated Mrs. M. E. Buck

oo | INGERSOLL
By R APARTMENTS

Phones—Home . . 1311 | Fumished Housekeeping Apartments with Buffet Kitchen #¢ Also Single
Sunset Red 981 | Rooms and Suites with Private Bath & 515 Third St., San Bernardino

T. K. LYMAN GUY K. LYMAN AUTO SCHOOL

T. Ko Lyman & Son Send your boy to us. We will teach him a trade
that will make him Independent.
LIVERY STABLE and FEED YARD Write us or phone for any particulars.
‘We can fumish you with mountain rigs or saddle horses PHADS AT/ 508.
BREWER BROS.

PHONES: MAIN 105; HOME 558

265 D Street, San Bernardino, Cal. 310-12-16 Third St. San Bemardino, Cal.
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