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My Brothers and Sisters,
Recently, a parishioner who had attended our Evening of Prayer and Discussion regarding the current crises in the Church and listened to my follow-up homily sent me a copy of an article that focused on the supposed role of an abuser’s sexual orientation in crime of abuse in the Church. Specifically, the author of the article surmised that the abusers were largely homosexual, since the clergy abuse had occurred primarily with other males. The solution to the abuse? Don’t ordain anyone
with a homosexual orientation. As a priest who served for over six years as Diocesan Vocation Director, responsible for the recruitment and training of seminarians, I can say that the author’s proposed solution is about as logical as only ordaining brown-eyed men.

Whatever one’s orientation might be, a critical aspect in the recruitment and formation process for
priests is the man’s psycho-sexual and emotional maturity. Overwhelmingly, the number of priests
(homosexually or heterosexually oriented) who successfully live their commitment to celibacy far
outweigh those who struggle with that commitment. Maintaining healthy, loving relationships with
members of both sexes and keeping appropriate boundaries are marks of psychosexual and emotional maturity – and these are important factors in maintaining a successful commitment to fidelity
in marriage or in celibacy, along with an openness to God’s grace. Further, any attempt to link homosexual orientation to pedophilia is statistically disproven in a number of studies – in fact, most
abusers are married men.
So why have most of the victims of clergy sexual abuse been males? Likely a few reasons: first, the
peak years of clergy sexual abuse, according to the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, were between 1970 and 1979. Incidents of abuse began to steeply decline beginning in the 1980’s. The
most common decade of birth of the abusing priests was the 1930’s. The average year of ordination for abusers was 1961. Back in those days, what groups of young people did priests have most
access to? Altar servers, Boy Scouts, boys who had jobs around the parish, to name a few. In
those days, if a priest took a group of boys on a camping trip, no one would have a second thought.
If he took a group of girls… well, that wouldn’t happen. It might be worth mentioning here, too,
that most crimes of sexual violence are more about the abuser exercising power/dominance over
the victim and are often opportunistic… rather than being motivated by sexual gratification. Based
on the substantial number of studies I’ve read, the key factors noted regarding the typical clergy
abuser were: a sense of power, domination and the notion that he could “get away with
it” (clericalism) as well as a lack of psycho-sexual and emotional maturity: many, if not most, of
these abusers had stunted emotional growth.
Thankfully, the screening and seminary formation of candidates for ordination has radically evolved
since the mid-1970’s… helping men build upon healthy attitudes toward sexuality, intimacy, emotional maturity – with the goal of ordaining men who have the capacity to live their celibacy as fulfilled and well-balanced ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This goal is just as achievable with
men with homosexual orientation as it is with men of heterosexual orientation.
I’m happy to say that the great majority of priests that I’ve known and worked with have been wellformed to live healthy, holy and productive lives as celibate priests – no matter what their sexual
orientation might be. Of course, any group of human beings (whether celibate or married) will have
those few who are not 100% successful in being faithful to their vows. The sexual abuse of children
or young people, though, has far more to do with the abuser’s level of psycho-sexual and emotional
maturity than anything else – including his or her sexual orientation.
Grace and peace in Christ,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH NEWS

Veterans from all branches of our armed forces
are invited to join us in uniform
while attending Mass the weekend of
November 10th & 11th as part of our salute
to your service of our country!

St. Theresa Parish
Blood Drive
TODAY, November 4th
8:30AM ~ 12:30PM
Bloodmobile located in the North Parking Lot.
Walk-ins are Welcome!
Help to Save a Life Today!
Newspaper Recycling Drop-Off
Students of STCS greatly appreciate parishioner support for their paper recycling
program! Due to school security, the recycling bins will only be available for parishioner drop-off during Sunday Mass times. Thank You!
St. Vincent De Paul Food Drive
It’s time for our Annual Food Drive!
We will be handing out food donation
bags the weekend of November 10th &
11th and collecting your donations the
following weekend, November 17th &
18th. Need some suggestions??? The
following are items we always needed:
pasta sauce, spaghetti, cereal, peanut butter, jelly,
canned meats and tuna, canned chili, canned pasta,
canned fruit, canned tomatoes and tomato sauce, rice,
boxed potatoes, stuffing, Ramen noodles, soup and
crackers. Please no perishables. Also needed are tooth
paste and tooth brushes, deodorant, bars of soap, shampoo, toilet tissue, dish soap and laundry detergent.

Congratulations to the
Following Girls of STCS
Girl Scout Troop 700
on Earning their Silver Award!
Sophia Braccio, Jessyla Garcia, Lauren Sullivan,
Valerie Tucker & Emma Zorn
The highest award a Girl Scout Cadette can earn is the
Silver Award. This project gives a girl the chance to
show she is a leader who is organized, determined and
dedicated to improving her community. Girls work in
small teams, find a community issue that matters to
them, then plan a Take Action Project to address the
root cause of the issue in a sustainable way. In completing their project, they connect with others in their community, and increase their team-building and communication skills. The girls of Troop 700 researched how
Mason Bees are vital to the environment by pollinating
plants and built and distributed Mason Bee homes to be
placed all around the Valley.
St. Theresa
Boy Scout Troop 147
Is Selling Firewood!
Your order of 1/2 truckload ($125) or a full truckload
($250) will be delivered to your home. Please contact
Rose Cheke @ (602) 625-4959 to place your order.
Please keep Troop 147 Cub Scouts,
Boy Scouts and their families in your prayers.
This weekend they are on a troop wide camp out
at Stewart Mountain Dam.
The St. Theresa Parish Elementary Religious Education Program Is Collecting...
NEW socks & gently used or new (closed
toe athletic) shoes for children ages 5-12.
We will be collecting these items until December 1st. If you have any questions contact Rita Laguna @ 602-586-7426 or rlaguna@sttheresaphx.org.

Families For Caring Christmas Giving
Needs Your Input!
~ We are looking for recommendations on which
agencies need our help with Christmas gifts this year.
~ We are looking for parishioners who wish to be
more involved in the Christmas giving program.
Please call Anne Vogel
@ 602-315-0130 OR
Erin Campbell @ 602-531-8154
with your suggestions
or to volunteer.

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Presents: A Charlie Brown Christmas!
We are looking for singers for the 4PM
and 4:15PM Children’s Christmas Eve
Masses, Monday, December 24th. The
children will be part of the abbreviated
Charles Schultz classic, and all ages are
needed to hum and then sing, “Hark, the herald angels
sing.” To participate, please contact Gina Keating at
gkeating@sttheresaphx.org or 602-840-0850. Thank
you!

Praise For Parents

How to Stop Comparing Yourself to Others:
1. Don’t listen to the voice inside your head that tells
you that you are inadequate.
2. Don’t hang out with people who look for the flaws
and can’t see the best in the people in their lives.
3. Recognize that each person is different and unique.
There is no-one like you - and you have great attributes.
4. Take note of your efforts, and the progress you have
made. You’ve already come far. Celebrate that!
5. Appreciate others, and what you gain from them.
Don’t see them as people who undermine you.
6. Remember that NO-ONE is perfect at all - and that
other people struggle with the same stuff as well.
7. Go after what matters the most in this life: being loyal, and thoughtful, and caring, and kind.
Attention All Who Attended Matthew
Kelly ‘Living Every Day with Passion
& Purpose’ On October 27th…
If you received a gift bag and you do not
want the book “Decision Point”, please
consider donating it to the 4th-12th
grade Sacramental Preparation Program. This is the
book we are using to prepare the students for their sacraments. Any donations will help us. If you have any
questions, please contact Rita Laguna in the Parish Office at 602-586-7426.
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Kathleen Connard
& Rosemary Sams
Who Have Died: Raul Vargas
Hand Carved In Bethlehem
Make sure to stop by the tables of religious wares (nativity sets, rosaries, statues, crucifixes, etc.) after all Masses the
weekend of December 1st & 2nd. Ayman Khair will be here once again, representing about 180 Christian families from
Bethlehem. These families have been dependent upon
the sales of their hand carved religious articles to tourists. Due to the conflict in the Middle East, tourism has
been cut off. In order to survive, they have turned to
Christian communities in the US to purchase their articles. These hand carved religious articles are beyond
description. Carved from wood of the sacred Olive tree,
this workmanship has been traditional for these families
for hundreds of years. It is hoped that through the efforts
of Mr. Khair, these families have a little income and are
able to stay living in the Holy Land. Thank you!
3rd Grade
Sacrament Preparation
Parents of Third Grade
Children:
The Rehearsal Mass for
Third Grade Sacraments will be on Friday, May 17th, at
6PM in the Church. Children, their sponsors and a parent must attend. The Mass of Confirmation/First Eucharist will be on Saturday, May 18th at 11AM in the
Church.

PASTORAL CARE
The Alzheimer’s Support Group...
meets on the LAST Tuesday of every month. The November meeting
will be on Tuesday, November 27th
at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If you are caring for
someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support of others please come
by and see if this is the group for you.

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

SCHOOL NEWS
8th Annual Candy for the Troops Drive
through November 9th

Help the students of STCS and the Saint Theresa community brighten the day of those who serve our country
by donating your extra Halloween candy! Collection
boxes are in the church vestibule and Parish office, and
in all STCS classrooms. Last year the students of STCS
and community donated nearly 1,200 pounds of candy
for troops stationed all over the world! Please join the
students, teachers and staff of Saint Theresa Catholic
School for the ceremony and collection event Friday,
November 9th at 10AM in the McMahon Center Gym.

Ways to spend an hour with Jesus
1. Slowly read Scripture until something hits
you-then listen
2. Pray a rosary
3. Let Jesus look at you-as you look at Him
4. Tell Jesus things that make you happythen listen
5. Tell Jesus what you are afraid of-then listen
Every Thursday in the Convent Chapel
9:00AM ~ 7:00PM
BUNCO ~ Monday,
November 12th at
1:45PM in Fr. Feeney
Hall. Come to make
new friends, and have a laugh or two. For more information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.

DIOCESAN NEWS
All Are Invited… Mass for Those Who Have
Experienced the Loss of a Child
Thursday, November 8th at 7PM (reception following Mass)
St. Paul's Church on Coral Gables in Phoenix
Parents of any age may offer the name of their deceased
child (of any age) for our commemoration and prayer.

$10 each at the door

(no one will be turned away)

Benefiting the STCS
“Little Flower” Garden
Saturday, November 10th
At 5:30PM
Fr. Feeney Hall
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(NOVEMBER 5TH-NOVEMBER 11TH)

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
6:30AM +GAVIN DIAS-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH
6:30AM +MR. RICHARD LANDGRAF-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH
6:30AM BABE & DAVID SOLAR, SP. INT.-FR. JOACHIM
8:30AM +CASSANDRA ALLEN-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH
6:30AM +KEVIN HARRINGTON-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH
6:30AM SHANNON FISHER, SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH
8:00AM +JOANNE HAUGEN-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JC
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH
7:30AM +CONCETTA BRANT-FR. JC
9:00AM +MARY MCCAMMON-FR. CHUCK
11:00AM +RITA MCBRIDE-FR. JC
5:00PM +MA REFUGIO LOPEZ AGUILAR
-FR. JOACHIM
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~

Week of November 4, 2018

Sunday Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-28; Mk
12:28b-34
Monday Phil 2:1-4; Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3; Lk 14:12-14
Tuesday Phil 2:5-11; Ps 22:26b-27, 28-30ab, 30e, 31-32;
Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday Phil 2:12-18; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Lk 14:25-33
Thursday Phil 3:3-8a; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 15:1-10
Friday Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22
Saturday Phil 4:10-19; Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a & 9; Lk 16:9-15
Sunday 1 Kgs 17:10-16; Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10; Heb 9:24-28;
Mk 12:38-44 or 12:41-44

Sunday
8:30AM Blood Drive (Bloodmobile North Parking Lot)
9:00AM RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
10:30AM 2nd Grade Reconciliation Mtg. (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Monday
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
7:00PM Mass of Remembrance (Church)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
6:00PM Cub Scout Pack 147 Planning Mtg. (PJP Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
11:30AM Senior Luncheon (Fr. Feeney Hall)
1:00PM Divine Mercy Retreat (Convent Upper Rm)
4:00PM Life Teen (Life Rm)
5:00PM 2nd Grade Reconciliation Makeup Class
(Convent Conference Rm)
Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Divine Mercy Retreat (Convent Upper Rm)
Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Formation
(Parish Conference Rm)
Kevin Saunders Fall Bible Study(Fr. FeeneyHall)
Friday
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
10:00AM 2nd Grade Reconciliation Retreat & Sacrament (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

