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My Brothers and Sisters,
For most Americans, when we think of “Thanksgiving,” we call to mind turkey and cranberry
sauce, family gatherings, parades, bowl games and perhaps Pilgrims in the early days of their
settlement in what was to become the United States. These are some of the traditions that we
have come to associate with the holiday that we will be celebrating this coming Thursday. As
memorable as all these traditions are, they really don’t get to the core of what Abraham Lincoln
envisioned when – in the midst of the trials of the Civil War – he proclaimed the last Thursday
of November as a national holiday in 1863. President Lincoln proclaimed not an annual observance of “turkey day,” but rather an annual day for the people of this country to call to mind
God’s great blessings in their lives.
It was clear to Lincoln that the blessings of food, land, family, and freedom enjoyed by Americans are all gifts from the Creator. But Americans, he realized, had forgotten this. A special
day was needed for us to forget our differences and remember our blessings. This was particularly important for Americans, who were divided into Union and Confederacy, “blue and gray,”
North and South, in 1863. Remembering blessings was essential in those days of tragic loss of
life, families and fellow-citizens torn apart by differing ideologies… those days when it wasn’t
unusual for people to question what the future of our country would look like. For Abraham
Lincoln, remembering one’s blessings (rather than focusing on all that was painfully wrong in
America during the Civil War) naturally led to giving thanks to the Source of those blessings: a
loving and gracious God.
As I look back on the “roots” of our American holiday of Thanksgiving, it seems to me that –
not unlike citizens in those days of Lincoln – we find ourselves in the midst of difficult times in
our country. Divisiveness is now defined by whether one is “red” or “blue,” rather than “blue”
or “gray.” Tragedy and death is now being reported from everyday places where people are
innocently gathered, rather than from the battlefields of Gettysburg or Antietam. Families –
even the family of the Catholic Church – continue to be torn by differing ideologies and disagreement.
Stepping back from all of this, forgetting our differences and taking time to focus on the blessings given to us by our God, especially the blessings that we so easily take for granted – and
then, giving profound thanks to our God – is as powerful an antidote to preoccupation and worry in our day as it was in the day of Abraham Lincoln. Remembering the blessings, rather than
focusing on the ills of our society and our world… and then gratefully rejoicing in the love of God
that makes all of our blessings possible: this is the core of our annual celebration Thanksgiving
Day. And it’s reason for celebration that is every bit as valid in 2018 as it was in 1863!
As is our custom at St. Theresa, we will celebrate our Annual Mass of Thanksgiving
Day on Thursday at 9:00AM. This is the only Mass we celebrate on Thanksgiving Day (there
is no 6:30AM Mass scheduled this Thursday). I invite all of us to give thanks together as a Eucharistic Community gathered around the bountiful table of the Lord as we begin our celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday (particularly appropriate, as the word Eucharist is derived from
the Greek word meaning “thanksgiving”).
In Christ’s peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH NEWS
St. Vincent De Paul Annual Food
Drive Today! Please take your donations to the SVDP volunteers in front of
Fr. Feeney Hall, or to any of the SVDP
food donation vehicles in the church
parking lots. Need some suggestions???
The following are items we always
need: Pasta sauce, spaghetti, cereal, peanut butter, jelly,
canned meats, tuna, canned chili, canned pasta, canned
fruit, canned tomatoes and tomato sauce, rice, boxed
potatoes, stuffing, Ramen noodles, soup and crackers.
Please no perishables. Also needed are tooth paste,
tooth brushes, deodorant, bars of soap, shampoo, toilet
tissue, dish soap and laundry detergent. Thank you!
Families For Caring
The holidays are right around the corner
and the Christmas tree is up in the vestibule of our church filled with ornaments.
Each ornament represents a gift to purchase for someone less fortunate than ourselves. Our goal is to help children
and families have a brighter Christmas
morning. The agencies you will support by picking an
ornament and buying a gift this year include:
· Used jogger strollers for teens who cannot afford
medical wheelchairs (Ryan House)
· Residents of Verde Villas apartments across the
street on Thomas Road (Catholic Charities)
· Refugee children new to AZ (Catholic Charities)
· Gift of Mary Shelter located in south Phoenix (St.
Teresa of Calcutta’s religious order)
· Pastoral Care Ministry
· Our St. Vincent de Paul parish conference (families
in our neighborhood)
· Local neighborhood schools: we have adopted
families and will also assist with school nurse and
teachers’ supplies
It is so beautiful to see parishioners give with grateful
hearts to ensure our neighbors have a Merry Christmas
through this outreach program. Thank you! Questions:
Anne Vogel 602-315-0130.

Praise For Parents

10 Health Tips For Busy Moms:
1.Don’t skip breakfast 2.Snack smartly 3.Eat right
4.Don’t buy foods you know you shouldn’t be eating
5.Exercise 6.Stay hydrated 7.Get enough sleep
8.Relax 9.Find some time for yourself 10.Be positive

The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday, December 7 –
6:00pm anticipated vigil
Saturday, December 8 –
8:00am and 10:00am
Despite falling on a Saturday this year,
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception remains a holy day of obligation for Catholics in the United States
as it is the patronal feast day of our
country. We are offering an evening Mass for the solemnity as an anticipated vigil on Friday because the
evening Mass on Saturday is the vigil of the Second
Sunday of Advent.
Why is the Immaculate Conception of Mary important? If we consider sin not merely as a list of things
we shouldn’t do, but rather as anything that separates us
from union with God, we can better understand how sin
is an “original” and inherent part of the human condition. The Church teaches that Mary was conceived by
her mother, St. Anne, without original sin because of its
importance to Mary’s later role as mother of Jesus. Our
human state naturally separates us from complete integration with the divine. Mary, on the other hand, would
be fully and physically united with God by carrying Jesus in her womb, thus necessitating her preservation
from original sin.
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Presents: A Charlie Brown Christmas!
We are looking for singers for the 4PM
and 4:15PM Children’s Christmas Eve
Masses, Monday, December 24th. The
children will be part of the abbreviated
Charles Schultz classic, and all ages are
needed to hum and then sing, “Hark, the herald angels
sing.” To participate, please contact Gina Keating at
gkeating@sttheresaphx.org or call the Parish Office
@ 602-840-0850. Thank you!
The St. Theresa Parish Elementary
Religious Education Program Is Collecting... NEW socks & gently used or
new (closed toe athletic) shoes for children ages 5-12. We will be collecting
these items until December 1st. If you
have any questions, please contact Rita
Laguna in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7426 or by
email at rlaguna@sttheresaphx.org.
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Mary Lou Formanek

PARISH OFFICE
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
The Parish Office will be closed
Thursday, November 22nd and
Friday, November 23rd
3rd Grade
Sacrament Preparation:
Parents of children in third
grade enrolled in STCS or
in our Sunday Religious
Education Program, there is an upcoming mandatory
parent meeting on Sunday, December 2 at 10:30AM
in Fr. Feeney Hall. The third grade sacrament program,
retreat, Mass Rehearsal and Mass will be discussed.
Please bring a copy of your child’s baptismal certificate.
In addition, please bring your child’s sponsor and project forms - all located on our parish website. Please
preregister for the sacraments of Confirmation/First Eucharist online at sttheresaphx.org. Contact Gina Keating
for questions at 602-840-0850, ext. 111. Thank you.
See you on December 2nd!
Hand Carved In Bethlehem
Make sure to stop by the tables of
beautiful religious wares (nativity sets,
rosaries, statues, crucifixes, etc.) after
all Masses the weekend of December
1st & 2nd. Ayman Khair will be here
once again, representing about 180
Christian families from Bethlehem. These families have
been dependent upon the sales of their hand carved religious articles to tourists. Due to the conflict in the Middle East, tourism has been cut off. In order to survive,
they have turned to Christian communities in the US to
purchase their articles. These hand carved religious articles are beyond description. Carved from wood of the
sacred Olive tree, this workmanship has been traditional
for these families for hundreds of years. It is hoped that
through the efforts of Mr. Khair, these families have a
little income and are able to stay living in the Holy
Land. Thank you!

Already In The Holiday Spirit? Then
come help decorate our Church for the
upcoming seasons! Only a few people
are needed to help with Advent décor
on Saturday, December 1, beginning at
8:30AM… but we’ll need a lot more for the big Christmas push on Saturday, December 22, starting at
9AM. (We’ll especially need some hearty individuals
before Christmas to help with the ladder work.) All ages are welcome, and service hours will be verified upon
request. Visit our parish website to find links to the
online sign-ups with more details… or call Brian in the
Parish Office for more info.
All are invited to our next evening of family enrichment Friday, December 7th from 6:30
–8PM in Father Feeney Hall. Our December Date
Night will include a special presentation from guest
speaker Fr John Parks on “Marriage as a source of
Evangelization in the Family & Community”. Fr John
is a son of St Theresa Parish, the Vicar of Evangelization for the Diocese of Phoenix, and an incredibly engaging speaker. We are extremely blessed to have him
coming to St Theresa, so tell your married or engaged
friends about this wonderful opportunity to grow in appreciation of our spouses and the covenant of our marriages. The evening is free, and light refreshments will
be served. Childcare available for children over a year
old. RSVP childcare to stpdatenights@gmail.com.
The 4th–12th Grade Sacramental
Preparation Team would like to
thank all of you who attended the
Matthew Kelly event and donated
your ‘Decision Point’ books to our
program. This is a great gift to our program’s needs.
The St. Theresa Parish community is truly made up of
caring and giving people who support the future of our
Catholic children. ~Rita Laguna/Mary Castner
Newspaper Recycling Drop-Off Students of STCS
greatly appreciate parishioner support for their paper
recycling program! Due to school security, the recycling bins will only be available for parishioner drop-off
during weekend Mass times. Thank You!
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Parish Offertory
Thanks so much to those parish families who have made their
Parish Sunday Offertory Commitment for 2019.
We need the ongoing support of all parish families to help us continue to provide
the ministries and services to our parish families and our neighbors in need.
Additional 2019 Offertory pledge cards are available in the pews,
the back of the Church or in the Parish Office.
Additional online giving information through WeShare is also available in the Parish Office.
May God bless you for all that you do to support the Lord’s work in our parish community!

PASTORAL CARE
The Alzheimer’s Support Group...
meets on the LAST Tuesday of every
month. The November meeting will be
on Tuesday, November 27th at 4PM in
the Parish Office Conference Room. If
you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support of others please come
by and see if this is the group for you.
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized,
Or Homebound… please call Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429
to request Holy Communion. Appointments
may also be scheduled for Confession and
Anointing of the Sick. When the Church cares for the
sick, it serves Christ himself in the suffering members of
his Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude
not only by visiting those who are in poor health but
also by raising them up through the sacrament of
anointing and by nourishing them with the Eucharist
during their illness and when they are in danger of
death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine
Worship, 7 December 1972)

BUNCO ~ Monday, December 17th at 1:45PM in
Fr. Feeney Hall. Come to make new friends, and have a
laugh or two. For more information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.
Thanks From St. Vincent De Paul!
St. Vincent de Paul would like to
thank Pastoral Care and all those
who attended the November Senior
Luncheon for their generous donations of food to our food pantry.

December Senior Luncheon:
Wednesday, December 5th 11:30AM
Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton at 602-214-0553
(Please leave a message if you get Andrea’s voicemail).
$10.00 per person.
You can now RSVP and/or pay on line at
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
SeniorLuncheon
If you have contributed online or signed up for an event
online in the past be sure to click the Login button in the
upper right corner and use your email address and password prior to completing your registration/giving. If
you can’t remember or need a new password, click the
Login button and then click on Forgot Password? button and a temporary password will be emailed to you
and you can set a new password.
RSVP deadline is Friday, November 30th!!!

There is NO Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
this week because of Thanksgiving Day.

SCHOOL NEWS

In preparation for the upcoming tax season, please utilize Catholic Education Arizona (CEA) to support St.
Theresa Catholic School at no cost to you. Funds can be
sent to CEA (note maximums) and then subtracted from
your AZ tax liability. Funds can be sent to CEA anytime through April 15. If you have any questions, please
don't hesitate to contact the school 602-840-0010. Together, the parish of St. Theresa can fully support the
cost of education at our parish school. This year, Catholic Education Arizona is pleased to offer a Matching
Gift opportunity for all Tax Credit Contributions that
are made, received, or postmarked on Giving Tuesday,
November 27, 2018. CEA will match these Tax Credit
Contributions at a 100%, Dollar for Dollar basis!
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DIOCESAN NEWS
Today’s Second Collection Supports The Catholic
Campaign For Human Development. Over 43 million people in the United States live in poverty. The
CCHD supports programs to empower people to identify and address the obstacles they face as they work to
bring permanent and positive change to their communities. Visit dphx.org/cchd to learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development.
Garage Sale To Support Circle The City This huge
multifamily garage sale will be in Arcadia (5712 East
Exeter Blvd.) on Saturday, December 1st from 8AM to
Noon. Proceeds will go to help Circle the City put on
their annual fundraising event (Circle the City Annual
Garden Tea & Auction - March 23, 2019). Christmas
decorations, jewelry, clothes, books, collectibles, dishes,
bikes, golf clubs and much more. For information
please call 480-905-8046.

Mass Intentions & Celebrants

Sunday
9:00AM RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
10:15AM RCIC (Club Rm)
10:30AM RE (School Classrooms)
6:00PM Life Night (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Monday
8:00AM Praise For Parents (Convent Upper Rm)
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
4:00PM Life Teen (Life Rm)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Thanksgiving Day Mass (Church)

(NOVEMBER 19TH-NOVEMBER 25TH)

Friday
Saturday
8:00AM St. Kateri Mini Conference (Fr. Feeney Hall)
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH
6:30AM +HEATHER SHELL-FR. JC
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH
6:30AM THE GEOFF SHELL FAMILY, SP. INT.
-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST
6:30AM +JOANNE HAUGEN-FR. JC
8:30AM +CLARENCE & HELEN WILLIAMS-FR. JOACHIM
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND
9:00AM +MR. RICHARD LANDGRAF-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD
6:30AM +MARTHA RAMSAMMY-FR. JC
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH
8:00AM JACKIE LONGO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JOACHIM
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH
7:30AM +THERESA DE LA CRUZ-FR. CHUCK
9:00AM +ANGIE MAGANA-FR. JOACHIM
11:00AM MICHAEL ERIC GUENTHER, SP. INT.-FR. PAUL
5:00PM +MICHAEL MULLARKY-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~

Week of November 18, 2018

Sunday Dn 12:1-3; Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Heb 10:1114, 18; Mk 13:24-32
Monday Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Lk
19:1-10
Wednesday Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 19:11
-28
Thursday Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Lk
19:41-44
Thanksgiving Day Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8
-9, 10-11; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19
Friday Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Lk
19:45-48
Saturday Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40

