ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018

My Brothers and Sisters,
We are at that point of our Season of Advent when the Church “shifts gears” from encouraging our preparation and readiness to meet the Lord when he returns in glory at his Second
Coming… to an emphasis on our preparations to celebrate the Lord’s First Coming at Christmas. This Advent change of direction occurs gradually each year, culminating on December
17th – beginning this week, you will notice a change in the nature of our scripture readings
at Mass as well as the prayers that we use in our liturgies. For instance, the opening prayer
for this Third Sunday of Advent brings together both themes of awaiting the future fullness
of salvation’s joy as we prepare for the celebration Christmas: ”O God, who see how your
people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys
of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing…”
So, as we move into this second part of Advent, it’s good to take a look at how we are preparing ourselves to celebrate Christmas, the First Coming of Jesus in history. Sure, there are
the typical seasonal festivities and activities – the decorating, the parties, the shopping for
gifts. But is that all? Would it be possible to work a bit of extra prayer time into our alreadyhectic schedules, just to give thanks to God for the gift of his Son and all God’s graces and
blessings in our lives? Perhaps we can take a little “break” from our typically seasonal preparations and craziness to visit a friend in hospital, or to make a phone call to someone we
know finds this time of year difficult for one reason or another. If we have the requisite talent (and don’t turn cookies into hockey pucks like I do), maybe baking a batch for a neighbor, co-worker or friend who isn’t on our regular gift-giving list, simply to thank them for
their presence in our lives.
May these upcoming days of Advent be an opportunity to prepare for the celebration of
Christ’s coming in time by exercising the gifts of our discipleship – along with the lights, the
tinsel and all the other traditions that make this such a beautiful time of year!
Advent grace and peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor
Advent thoughts from a Junior High student of St. Theresa Catholic School…

During this Advent, we are all preparing for the birth of Christ on Christmas. It's important for us to focus on
light, which is a main theme of Advent. Christ is the light of the world and guides us through darkness. During
the Christmas season, there are many examples of this. We light the candles on our Advent wreaths to symbolize our preparation for His birth and for the flame of eternal life. There are Christmas lights everywhere, reminding us of God's presence in our lives which brings us joy, peace, hope, and faith. During our last school
Mass, we were reminded to be the best people we can be by using Catholic values when we act. Even though
we receive presents at Christmas, the light is the most important thing, the light of Christ, the greatest gift God
gave to the world. May you enjoy all the gifts of Advent and Christmas and may your holiday season be bright
with His light.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PARISH NEWS
Families For Caring
Important Dates and
Volunteer Opportunities
There is still time to pick an ornament
and buy a gift to help make Christmas
brighter for the less fortunate. Return
gifts unwrapped to the church by Sunday, December 16th. In addition to
providing gifts, volunteers are needed
to help with wrapping and delivering the gifts. Please
mark your calendar and join us for the following: Wrapping party: Saturday, December 22nd from 9AM-2PM
in the Msgr. McMahon Gym. All our welcome! Bring
the whole family and celebrate the spirit of giving together. Gift Deliveries: Sunday, December 23rd from
8AM-12PM. For questions or if you wish to assist with
delivery, please contact Anne Vogel at 602-315-0130.
Liturgy of the Word with Children
Presents: A Charlie Brown Christmas!
We are looking for singers for the 4PM
and 4:15PM Children’s Christmas Eve
Masses, Monday, December 24th. The
children will be part of the abbreviated
Charles Schultz classic, and all ages are
needed to hum and then sing, “Hark, the
herald angels sing.” To participate, please contact Gina
Keating at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org or call the Parish
Office @ 602-840-0850. Thank you!
St. Theresa Parish Boy Scout
Troop 147
Is Selling Firewood!
Troop 147 has made several trips to
Northern Arizona to collect firewood.
It is split and ready to be delivered to
you! A full cord is $200 and a 1/2 cord is $100. Delivery in the local area included. Please contact Gina Keating to place your order at 480-332-3714.

Fr. JC’s Advent Advice:
Strike the Match…
Light the Flame…
Share the Light…
Light it Up!

Christmas Greeters Needed

"St. Theresa feels like home." "Smiling faces always
await me when I come to the doors" "When we do the
sign of peace, people here actually mean it." Ever since
I started working here, I am overwhelmed with how
many praises this parish gets for simply welcoming the
stranger. Two years ago, I was the stranger; now I call
St. Theresa home. Many people this Christmas may
feel like I did two years ago, and our first impression
can change the course of their lives. Join me this Christmas by greeting our brothers & sisters prior to
Mass. To participate, please contact Jose Reyes at
jreyes@sttheresaphx.org or call the Parish Office @
602-840-0850.

Many Hands Make Light Work! Christmas is fast
approaching, and we need about 20 people to decorate
the Church and Fr. Feeney Hall on Saturday, December
22nd, starting at 9:00AM. (We’ll especially need some
hearty individuals to help with the ladder work.) Visit
our parish website for a link to get more information
and sign up online. All ages are welcome, and service
hours will be verified upon request. A pizza lunch will
be provided, and you’re also welcome to bring a
“holiday favorite” to share if you like… so let your holiday spirit shine and come join us!
Christmas Flowers
To help cover the cost
of flowers for Christmas, donations are
gratefully appreciated.
If you wish, you may
give in memory or in
honor of your loved one(s). Please PRINT the name of
the person to be remembered on an envelope marked
"Christmas Flowers" or use the envelope provided with
your offering envelopes. Y ou can also make these donations with your WeShare online giving or as a onetime
donation
by
going
to
https://
sttheresaphx.churchgiving.com/cflowers. All remembered names will be inserted in a special Christmas bulletin. The submission deadline for ALL names will be
TODAY, December 16th!!!

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Small Group Bible Studies
Are Forming Now!
Starting the second week of
January, all small groups will
begin a 7-week series
called Living Gospel. In it, we
will learn about 7 habits for
highly effective Catholics:
Reading the Word of God,
Praying Daily, Receiving the
Sacraments, Being Open to
the Holy Spirit, Building Our Character & Community,
Practicing Stewardship, and Sharing the Good News
with Others. We cap each group at 12 participants to
keep discussions feeling like you're at a dinner table
with friends. You can either join an existing group, or
we can form an additional group depending on availability & interest. Please call or email Jose Reyes in the
Parish Office for more information at 602-840-0850
or jreyes@sttheresaphx.org (Current Schedule: Sunday @ 7:00PM | Monday @ 9:30AM &
6:30PM | Tuesday @ 8:00AM | Multiple Young Adult
Studies on Tuesday @ 7:00PM | Thursday @ 6:00PM
& 7:10PM)

Praise For Parents

8 Tips for Having a Low Stress Life
1. Simplify—your time, your stuff, your social life.
2. Live in the moment.
3. Practice gratitude.
4. Take control of the thoughts that pull you back into
the past.
5. Stop the anxious thoughts about “what next”, and of
your future.
6. Practice getting comfortable with saying “no”.
7. Don’t worry about others, and what they think of
you.
8. Do your best, then relax, and avoid perfectionism.
Recycling Bin Update Many thanks go out to all
parishioners who have participated in the STCS recycling program over the years. Due to increased costs, it
is no longer beneficial to continue this program. As of
12/31/18 The Green Depot recycling bins located behind the McMahon Center Gym will be removed.
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Ed Gray
Who Have Died: Walter Tamasauckas

PASTORAL CARE
Poinsettia Plants For Our Homebound
Pastoral Care is asking for 25 poinsettia
plants, to give as gifts to our homebound.
If you are able to help, please bring a
poinsettia (or two) to the Parish Office by
Monday, December 17th.

REMINDER:
There is NO Senior Luncheon in January.
Watch for information for the
February gathering.
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized,
Or Homebound… please call Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-5867429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled for Confession and Anointing of the Sick. When the
Church cares for the sick, it serves Christ himself in the
suffering members of his Mystical Body…the Church
shows this solicitude not only by visiting those who are
in poor health but also by raising them up through the
sacrament of anointing and by nourishing them with the
Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for
Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)

Bunco - Monday, December 17th at 1:45PM in Fr.
Feeney Hall. Come to make new friends, and have a
laugh or two. For more information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.
Alzheimer’s Support Group The DECEMBER
Alzheimer’s Support Group will meet on Tuesday, December 18th at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference
Room. If you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s
or dementia and you need the support of others please
come by and see if this is the group for you.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Parish Sunday Offertory Giving for 2019
Thanks so much to those parish families who have already made their
Parish Sunday Offertory Commitment for 2019.
The Parish Community relies on the ongoing support of all parish families to help us continue to
provide the ministries and services to our parish families and our neighbors in need.
Additional 2019 Offertory pledge cards are available in the pews,
the back of the Church or in the Parish Office.
Online giving information through WeShare is also available in the Parish Office.
May God bless you for all that you do to support the Lord’s work in our parish community!
ADORATION
OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Thursday
in the Convent Chapel
from 9AM–7PM
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts of
true love done for the love of God and for
all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care
is always looking for “Kitchen Angels”
to help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or you have questions, please contact Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 or by
email at mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
Saint Theresa Little Flower Garden Project
Honorary Campaign Chair - Fr. JC Ortiz
Garden Committee Chair - Alison Kalil
Development Director - Heather Chapman

An exciting opportunity to bring the wonder of gardening to Saint Theresa. The instructional garden is envisioned to provide opportunities for students to experience horticulture and satisfy curiosity while enhancing
the beauty of the Saint Theresa grounds. The project
can only come to fruition with your generosity and
commitment. Please consider a donation. Additional
information and a link to the website can be found on
the school's website at: www.stcs.us. You may also call
call Heather Chapman in the School Office at 602-8400010 for more information.

DIOCESAN NEWS
“Tears Speak…But Spirits Soar” If you are a woman who has suffered the loss of a child to abortion and
wish to begin the healing journey, please consider attending this ‘post abortive’ support group. Tears
Speak…meets once each month, on the second Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be on January
8, 2019. Meetings are held in ‘The Library’, main office, Mount Claret, 4633 North 54th Street in Phoenix
from 7–8:30PM. If you would like to discuss, confidentially, please call Church of the Holy Spirit at 480-8387474 and ask for Patty/Tears Speak.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter “He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Join us on one of the
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends
on January 26th-27th at Our Lady of Guadalupe monastery in Phoenix or March 16th-17th in Tucson. To
apply online, and for more weekend dates, please visit www.wwmearizona.com.
Magnificat Luncheon Saturday, February 16, 2019
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church (3550 East Knox
Road in Phoenix from 11:15AM-2:30PM. Cost is $15.
To register call 480-364-5209 or go to Eventbrite.com
and search for “Magnificat Luncheon.” Register early
as seating is limited. Deadline for registration is February 11. 2019.
Multi-Parish Singles (MPS) Our mission is to work
as a team to provide options for individual growth and
development in a healthy and wholesome, down-toearth, Singles fellowship environment. We offer affordable, quality charitable, cultural, educational, recreational, spiritual, and other fellowship events to all Singles
(includes those never-married, single parents, divorced
and widowed) age 21 and older (NO dues!). Activities
allowing us to meet new faces and see new places in a
non-threatening atmosphere, are numerous and varied,
as reflected in our monthly calendar. For a list of MPS
fellowship and support activities, please visit
www.multiparishsingles.org.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(DECEMBER 17TH-DECEMBER 23RD)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17TH
6:30AM +ROSA FAVOR SO-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH
6:30AM +JOAN SHUBITOWSKI-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH
6:30AM JACKIE LONGO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
8:30AM BILL HAUGEN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20TH
6:30AM +MR. RICHARD LANDGRAF-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST
6:30AM SHELDON & CELISA VAZ, SP. INT.
-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22ND
8:00AM +SIMON, FRANCES & SIMON JR. GONZALES
-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JC
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23RD
7:30AM +CONCETTA BRANT-FR. CHUCK
9:00AM JACKIE LONGO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
11:00AM MICHELLE VAZ, SPECIAL INT.-FR. PAUL
5:00PM +BEATRICE LESSARD-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~

Week of December 16, 2018

Sunday Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk
3:10-18
Monday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:117
Tuesday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 1617; Lk 1:5-25
Thursday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Friday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 2021; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk
1:46-56

Sunday

9:00AM
10:30AM
1:00PM
6:00PM

RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
RE Christmas Party (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Infant Baptisms (Church)
Life Teen (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)

8:00AM
1:45PM
5:30PM
6:30PM

Praise For Parents (Convent Upper Rm)
Bunco (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
Edge (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)

4:00PM
6:30PM
7:00PM

Alzheimer Support Group
(Parish Conference Rm)
SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
STCS Advent Program (Church)
Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)

9:30AM
4:00PM
5:00PM
6:00PM
6:30PM

Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
Life Teen (Life Rm)
Reconciliation (Church)
Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
Rosary (Convent Chapel)

9:00AM
7:00PM
7:30PM

Adoration (Convent Chapel)
Kevin Saunders Fall Bible Study(Fr. FeeneyHall)
Praise &Worship (Church)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

10:00AM Walter Tamasauckas Funeral (Church)
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)

Saturday
9:00AM
8:00PM

Families For Caring Wrapping Party
(Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Reconciliation (Church)
Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

