ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018

My Brothers and Sisters,
The celebration of Christ’s first coming in history (Christmas) is literally a few hours away,
with Christmas Eve falling on Monday and Christmas Day on Tuesday of this week. Hopefully our preparation for this celebration in terms of shopping, decorating, etc. is pretty well
completed… and, as Advent quickly winds down, we are able to say confidently that we
have made strides in our inward preparation as well: keeping our focus on the true meaning
of Christmas as well as on our state of preparedness to meet the Lord at his Second Coming, when he returns in glory at a time we cannot predict to judge all the peoples of the
earth.
How can we best use these “final hours” of Advent to continue building our readiness to celebrate the gift of God’s Son at Christmas and be as prepared as possible to meet him when
he returns in glory?
I think that one way this can happen is for us to resolve to be as patient and welcoming as
possible when we come to the parish for Christmas Masses... letting the warmth of our hospitality shine forth. We all remember the role of the innkeeper in the Christmas story, telling
Joseph and Mary (who was pregnant with Jesus) that there was “no room for them at the
inn.” The couple and child within the womb were left to fend for themselves, finally finding
space for the night (and a place to give birth) in a stable.
When our brothers and sisters (some of whom have not been to church for a while) arrive
for Mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, will they find welcome… or “no room at the
inn?” Will they be greeted in a friendly way by us “regulars” – even if they’ve taken a spot in
our favorite pew? Will we be willing to give up some space in the pew by squeezing tighter
together so that they can have a place to sit (or maybe even give up our seat altogether to
accommodate the visitor)? Will they encounter loving patience from us if they have a “noisy
child” or instead be met by a scowl? On leaving our campus, will they encounter courtesy in
the parking lot? Will they want to come back to St. Theresa?
I can’t begin to tell you how many times throughout the year that I am approached by visitors after Mass and told “Father, this is such a welcoming community” or “this parish is so
alive – I felt so good attending Mass here today” or “I wish the people at my parish back
home were as friendly as they are here.” This is proverbial “music to the ears” of a Pastor,
and a great reminder to me of how blest I am to serve as pastor of such a hospitable and
welcoming community. These compliments about our community, directed to me by our
guests, reaffirm for me that St. Theresa parishioners are a very special group of people.
Thank you for helping make newcomers and visitors feel welcome throughout the year.
Especially at major feasts like Christmas and Easter, let’s remember that each of us is an
“innkeeper” of sorts… with the ability to warmly welcome and make a difference to the
“stranger,” maybe assisting that person on their first steps back to regular practice of their
Catholic faith.
Grace and peace in the Christ who is to come,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PARISH NEWS
Families For Caring
The Families for Caring committee
would like to thank you for your donations to our annual Christmas outreach
program. Your generosity has helped
give our neighbors in need a Merry
Christmas. There is still time to help
with gift deliveries this weekend! Gift
Deliveries: Sunday, December 23rd
from 8AM-12PM - meet by the Msgr. McMahon Gym
at 8AM or after the 9AM mass for delivery instructions.
For questions or if you wish to assist with delivery,
please contact Anne Vogel at 602-315-0130.

Christmas Greeters Needed

"St. Theresa feels like home." "Smiling faces always
await me when I come to the doors" "When we do the
sign of peace, people here actually mean it." Ever since
I started working here, I am overwhelmed with how
many praises this parish gets for simply welcoming the
stranger. Two years ago, I was the stranger; now I call
St. Theresa home. Many people this Christmas may
feel like I did two years ago, and our first impression
can change the course of their lives. Join me this Christmas by greeting our brothers & sisters prior to
Mass. To participate, please contact Jose Reyes at
jreyes@sttheresaphx.org or call the Parish Office @
602-840-0850.

Praise For Parents

The blahs can come on when we least expect
them. Especially, they can appear during the Christmas
season when we place more expectations on ourselves
and others or fall prey to the expectations of our husbands or wives, our children, family and friends. It is ok
to take care of one’s self! You can’t give what you
don’t have. So remember these 10 ways to keep a genuine smile on your face and love in your heart.
How to Blow Away the Blahs
1. Try to remove a few things from your schedule so
you have more time to relax and chill.
2. Write down your feelings on a piece of paper, then
rip it into pieces or burn the bit of paper.
3. Express how you feel in a creative way such as painting a picture or writing a song.
4. Listen to your favorite music - but make sure it is
something that helps you to relax. Listening to sad
songs has the opposite effect.
5. Cut back on junk food, stimulants and alcohol.
6. Go easy on yourself. Don’t be harsh & unforgiving.
Instead, notice small improvements and think of things
to praise.
7. Make an effort with your appearance - as looking
good can change the way we feel.
8. Actively search out things to make you smile - see a
funny movie or talk to a friend who is almost guaranteed to make you laugh or smile.
9. Do something special, and treat yourself well. For
example, go out for a meal, book some tickets for a
show, arrange to do something with friends or go out
and splurge on new clothes.
10. Be generous to others - share your money or your
time, pay others compliments or try to make them
smile.

Recycling Bin Update Many thanks go out to all
parishioners who have participated in the STCS recycling program over the years. Due to increased costs, it
is no longer beneficial to continue this program. As of
December 31, 2018 ‘The Green Depot’ recycling bins
located behind the McMahon Center Gym will be removed.

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Small Group Bible Studies
Are Forming Now!
Starting the second week of January, all small groups will begin
a 7-week series called Living
Gospel. In it, we will learn about
7 habits for highly effective
Catholics: Reading the Word of
God, Praying Daily, Receiving
the Sacraments, Being Open to
the Holy Spirit, Building Our
Character & Community, Practicing Stewardship, and
Sharing the Good News with Others. We cap each
group at 12 participants to keep discussions feeling like
you're at a dinner table with friends. You can either join
an existing group, or we can form an additional group
depending on availability & interest. Please call or
email Jose Reyes in the Parish Office for more information at 602-840-0850 or jreyes@sttheresaphx.org
(Current Schedule: Sunday @ 7:00PM | Monday @
9:30AM & 6:30PM | Tuesday @ 8:00AM | Multiple
Young Adult Studies on Tuesday @ 7:00PM | Thursday @ 6:00PM & 7:10PM)
St. Theresa Parish
Boy Scout Troop 147
Is Selling Firewood!
Your order of 1/2 truckload ($125) or a
full truckload ($250) will be delivered to your
home. Please contact Rose Cheke @ (602) 625-4959 to
place your order.
Parishioner Address/Email/
Phone Changes If you have
had an address/email/phone
number change within the
past year, please call Carrie Vinesky in the Parish Office
@ 602-840-0850. We can update your record as well as
make any additional changes you may have. We appreciate your help in cutting our postage costs!
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Pray For Those...

Who Have Died: David Solar

Fr. JC’s Advent Advice:
Strike the Match…
Light the Flame…
Share the Light…
Light it Up!

PASTORAL CARE
REMINDER:
There is NO Senior Luncheon in January.
Watch the bulletin for information for the
February gathering.
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Parish Sunday Offertory Giving for 2019
Thanks so much to those parish families who have already made their
Parish Sunday Offertory Commitment for 2019.
The Parish Community relies on the ongoing support of all parish families to help us continue to
provide the ministries and services to our parish families and our neighbors in need.
Additional 2019 Offertory pledge cards are available in the pews,
the back of the Church or in the Parish Office.
Online giving information through WeShare is also available in the Parish Office.
May God bless you for all that you do to support the Lord’s work in our parish community!
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts of
true love done for the love of God and for
all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care
is always looking for “Kitchen Angels”
to help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or you have questions, please contact Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 or by
email at mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
ADORATION
OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
Every Thursday
in the Convent Chapel
from 9AM–7PM

SCHOOL NEWS
Saint Theresa Little Flower Garden Project
Honorary Campaign Chair - Fr. JC Ortiz
Garden Committee Chair - Alison Kalil
Development Director - Heather Chapman

An exciting opportunity to bring the wonder of gardening to Saint Theresa. The instructional garden is envisioned to provide opportunities for students to experience horticulture and satisfy curiosity while enhancing
the beauty of the Saint Theresa grounds. The project
can only come to fruition with your generosity and
commitment. Please consider a donation. Additional
information and a link to the website can be found on
the school's website at: www.stcs.us or you can call
Heather Chapman at 602-840-0010.nformation.

DIOCESAN NEWS
Worldwide Marriage Encounter May the peace of
Christ be with you this Christmas! Sign up today to
attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends on January 26th-27th at Our Lady of
Guadalupe monastery in Phoenix or March 16th-17th
in Tucson. To apply online, and for more weekend
dates, please visit www.wwmearizona.com.
St. Joseph's Youth Camp

(Located 23 miles SE of Flagstaff
at Mormon Lake)

Give the Gift of Summer Camp
this Christmas!
Register ages 8-15 now
and SAVE $50!
6 Days & 6 Nights, Cabin Lodging, Food, Transportation from Tempe, Horseback Riding, Kayaking, Hiking, Archery, Telescope and Campfire Nights, T-shirt,
DVD of the week and memories to last a lifetime! Go
to: www.SJYCAZ.com to see our 2019 Summer
Schedule and Register Now !
“Tears Speak…But Spirits Soar” If you are a woman who has suffered the loss of a child to abortion and
wish to begin the healing journey, please consider attending this ‘post abortive’ support group. Tears
Speak…meets once each month, on the second Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be on January
8, 2019. Meetings are held in ‘The Library’, main office, Mount Claret, 4633 North 54th Street in Phoenix
from 7–8:30PM. If you would like to discuss, confidentially, please call Church of the Holy Spirit at 480-8387474 and ask for Patty/Tears Speak.
Magnificat Luncheon Saturday, February 16, 2019
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church (3550 East Knox
Road in Phoenix) from 11:15AM-2:30PM. Cost is $15.
To register call 480-364-5209 or go to Eventbrite.com
and search for “Magnificat Luncheon.” Register early
as seating is limited. The deadline for registration is
February 11, 2019.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(DECEMBER 24TH-DECEMBER 30TH)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
6:30AM +ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL &
RAPHAEL-FR. JOACHIM
4:00PM +ALICE FERRIS (NACKARD)-FR. CHUCK
4:15PM JACKIE LONGO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
6:00PM +ST. IREANUS-FR. JOACHIM
8:00PM +ROBERT & JEAN FORCUM-FR. JC
10:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
8:00AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. GREGORY KONZ, SJ
10:00AM +FRANK, MARIA, REGINA &
CONNIE PATCHETT -FR. PAUL
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26TH
6:30AM +ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL &
RAPHAEL-FR. JC
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
6:30AM TANZER VAZ, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28TH
6:30AM AVA TERESE GOMEZ, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29TH
8:00AM +ALEX MURGUIA-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30TH
7:30AM +CONCETTA BRANT-FR. GREGORY KONZ, SJ
9:00AM +ANN STRATZ-HEALD-FR. CHUCK
11:00AM +EMMETT GONZALES-FR. JC
5:00PM JENNIFER EBERTH BROWN-FR. CHUCK
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Sunday
Monday Christmas Eve Mass Times
4:00PM
4:15PM
6:00PM
8:00PM
10:00PM

Mass (Church)
Mass (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Mass (Church)
Mass (Church)
Mass (Church)

8:00AM
10:00AM

Mass (Church)
Mass (Church)

Tuesday Christmas Day Mass Times
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
4:00PM Life Teen (Life Rm)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
Friday
4:00PM Wedding Rehearsal (Church)
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
2:00PM Butts/Julian Wedding (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

Readings ~ Week of December 23, 2018
Sunday Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45
Monday Morning Mass: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Lk 1:67-79
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or Mt 1:18-25
Tuesday Night Mass: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 Dawn Mass: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6,
11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 Day Mass: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14
Wednesday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab,16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22
Thursday 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a and 2-8
Friday 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18 Saturday 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21 or
Col 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

