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My Brothers and Sisters,
As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph this weekend, the
Church gives us the choice of choosing between one of two different epistles to use as our
second reading for Mass: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 and Colossians 3:12-21. The ability to choose
from among various options for liturgical readings is only given to us a few times per year.
In this particular case, I wish we could hear both readings as we celebrate the Holy Family…
as both contain wonderful messages for us!
In the First Letter of John, we hear these words: “Beloved: See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. And so we are… we are God’s children now; what we shall be has not been revealed.” What an encouraging message this is
for us – we are, right now, part of God’s family. God has filled us with love beyond imagining
so that we can be God’s daughters and sons. That in itself could give us hours of meditation
on the Feast of the Holy Family!
St. Paul, in his Letter to the Colossians, gives us some marvelous advice for achieving and
maintaining family harmony – and indeed, harmony amongst all people: “Put on (clothe
yourselves) as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has
a grievance against another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And, over
all these things, put on love, that is the bond of perfection. Let the peace of Christ control
your hearts… and be thankful.” No matter what our particular configuration of “family” might
be, can you imagine what the results would be in our family life if we were to take these
words to heart? If this approach to life were to be extended to our workplace, our schools,
our American society and politics, and ultimately to relationships among nations… what
could the potential be? Perhaps bullying and put-downs would become extinct. Civility would
return to human discourse. Respect, tolerance and the dignity of all human life “from the
womb to the tomb” would flourish. We would be able to recognize all people – regardless of
religion, gender, race, national origin, politics, legal status, sexual orientation, language… as
truly being children of God.
It’s wonderful to imagine such a world, isn’t it?
Friends, we don’t have to simply “imagine” such a world. We can begin to make it happen –
first, by recognizing our own family (whatever form that might take) as a “holy family” of
God’s sons and daughters. We can begin to put into action those qualities that St. Paul encourages the Colossians to embrace… and then, little by little, we can allow those qualities to
guide us in all of our relationships – trusting that nothing is impossible for God.
We are about to begin a new calendar year, 2019. May God’s grace sustain us in the year
ahead… and may the Holy Spirit always empower us to live out our Christian discipleship as
members of God’s Holy Family.
With love and prayers,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

THE HOLY FAMILY
PARISH NEWS
St. Vincent De Paul
5th Sunday Collection
St. Vincent De Paul volunteers will
be at the doors of the Church after
each Mass THIS weekend to collect
donations to assist the needy of our
parish. Thank you for your generosity.
Recycling Bin Update Many thanks go out to all parishioners who have participated in the STCS recycling
program over the years. Due to increased costs, it is no
longer beneficial to continue this program. As of December 31, 2018 ‘The Green Depot’ recycling bins located behind the McMahon Center Gym will be removed.
Small Group Bible Studies
Are Forming Now!
Starting the second week of January, all small groups will begin
a 7-week series called Living
Gospel. In it, we will learn about
7 habits for highly effective
Catholics: Reading the Word of
God, Praying Daily, Receiving
the Sacraments, Being Open to
the Holy Spirit, Building Our
Character & Community, Practicing Stewardship, and
Sharing the Good News with Others. We cap each
group at 12 participants to keep discussions feeling like
you're at a dinner table with friends. You can either join
an existing group, or we can form an additional group
depending on availability & interest. Please call or
email Jose Reyes in the Parish Office for more information at 602-840-0850 or jreyes@sttheresaphx.org.
Current Schedule: Sunday @ 7:00PM
Monday @ 9:30AM & 6:30PM
Tuesday @ 8:00AM
Multiple Young Adult Studies on Tuesday @ 7:00PM
Thursday @ 6:00PM & 7:10PM
Parishioner
Address/Email/Phone
Changes
If you have had an address/
email/phone number change within the past year, please
call Carrie Vinesky in the Parish Office @ 602-8400850. She can update your parish record as well as
make any additional changes you may have. We appreciate your help in cutting our postage costs!

Praise For Parents ~ Fr. JC

I don’t tend to make New Year’s resolutions but many
people are engaging in retrospection and reevaluating
some of their life choices. New Year’s resolutions are
the perfect opportunity for all those who would like to
see change in their lives. Well, if I were to start making
resolutions again, these might be the areas I would want
to take a look at for me. Here is your chance to sit down
and prepare a list of important lifestyle changes you
want to make. If you are looking for effective ways of
changing, the world’s wealth of information is at our
fingertips. Instead of playing on the internet, or looking
at social media, research those areas of your life in
which you would like to see some changes. 10 Areas
where it might be beneficial to make some CHANGE.
1. Start Eating Healthier Food, And Less Food
Overall: Switching to a healthier diet can be incredibly tricky when we are surrounded by cheap junk food.
However, with a good amount of determination and
some basic tips you can slowly develop healthier eating
habits. Learn to control emotional eating and be aware
of reasons for diets to fail.
2. Stop Procrastinating: The biggest barrier that keeps
most people from reaching their goals is the desire to
relax and do something fun instead of working hard.
Once you get used to procrastinating it’s difficult to
snap yourself out of it, so you’ll need to put in a lot of
work to change this bad habit.
3. Read More: Books are an excellent way to gain a
lot of knowledge on a huge variety of topics, and are
also a great exercise for your brain. It’s not that difficult
to go through 20 or more books in a year – you only
need to make it a habit; discover your type of books and
find a bit of time for reading here and there.
4. Reduce Stress: They say that stress is one of the
biggest killers out there, and it can have a very destructive effect on your relationships as well as your health. It
may be an unavoidable side effect of our hectic modern
lifestyles, but it can be effectively managed with the
help of useful, unconventional and easy to practice tricks for stress management.
5. Learn To Be Happier With Your Life: Even those
that are in decent shape, make a good living and have
stress under control can still be unhappy. It takes
time and patience to learn how to find joy in the little
things and not to let problems bring you down.
6. Get More Quality Sleep: With big TV’s, computers, smartphones, tablets and all sorts of gadgets with
glowing lights and beeping alerts, it can be hard to get
enough sleep at night. You should be gunning for at
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7. Become More Organized: It doesn’t matter how
much time you have on your hands if you can’t manage
it properly – you’ll just spend most of the day running
around aimlessly. When you get organized there will
suddenly be more time to spare and things will start falling into place.
8. Reinvent Yourself: I love this one! Actually, I try
to do this every few years. If you don’t feel quite happy
no matter what you do, it is perhaps time to make
some serious changes in your life. Reinventing yourself can give you a whole new perspective on life
and take you in directions you may never have dreamed
were possible.
9. Start Being More Creative: There are times when
we get mentally fatigued and our creativity just goes out
the window. This is particularly bad if your job or hobby depends on you coming up with fresh ideas and
thinking outside the box. As with anything else, there
are many resources that help you spark your creativity
in a number of different ways.
10. Stick To The Good Healthy Habits You’ve Developed: The last, and most important point to mention
is that all the positive changes you make have to be permanent. You will need to work on sticking with the
good habits you have adopted, until they just become a
natural part of who you are. That is how you achieve
true self-improvement.
Well, there you have it – my list of areas I would look at
for change. There are plenty of advice, tips and tricks to
help you see your New Year’s resolution through and
make some long-term changes in your life. I wish you
all a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!!!
St. Theresa Parish
Boy Scout Troop 147
Is Selling Firewood!
Your order of 1/2 truckload ($125) or a
full truckload ($250) will be delivered
to your home. Please contact Rose
Cheke @ (602) 625-4959 to place your order.
Certificate/Letter Requests We ask that all requests
for copies of Sacramental Certificates/letters/forms be
given a minimum of 5 business days to be completed.
All requests will be processed within 10 business days
on a first come/first serve basis. PLEASE NOTE: All
Sacramental certificate requests REQUIRE a photo ID
and a request form to be filled out. If the certificate request is for a minor, the legal guardian will need to provide a photo ID and fill out the request form. For questions, call Carrie in the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850.
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PASTORAL CARE

Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts of
true love done for the love of God and for
all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care
is always looking for “Kitchen Angels”
to help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or you
have questions, please contact Maureen Schaaf in the
Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 or by email at
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
Thank You to those who donated
poinsettia plants for our homebound.
You helped to bring a pop of color,
and some holiday cheer to many, especially those who have no family with
whom to share the Holy Season. May
you be blessed a hundred fold for your generosity.
ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets on the last
Tuesday of each month. The January meeting will be
on Tuesday, January, 29th at 4:00PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If you are caring for someone
with Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support
of others, please come by and see if this is the group for
you.
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Parish Sunday Offertory Giving for 2019
Thanks so much to those parish families who have already made their
Parish Sunday Offertory Commitment for 2019.
The Parish Community relies on the ongoing support of all parish families to help us continue to
provide the ministries and services to our parish families and our neighbors in need.
Additional 2019 Offertory pledge cards are available in the pews,
the back of the Church or in the Parish Office.
Online giving information through WeShare is also available in the Parish Office.
May God bless you for all that you do to support the Lord’s work in our parish community!

February
Senior Luncheon:

Wednesday, February 6th
11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
(Please leave a message if
you get Andrea’s voicemail).
You can now RSVP and/or pay on line at
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
SeniorLuncheon
$10.00 per person
If you have contributed online or signed up for an event
online in the past be sure to click the Login button in the
upper right corner and use your email address and password prior to completing your registration/giving. If
you can’t remember or need a new password, click the
Login button and then click on Forgot Password? button and a temporary password will be emailed to you
and you can set a new password.
RSVP deadline is Friday, February 1st!!!
BUNCO - TUESDAY,
January 22nd at 1:45PM
in Fr. Feeney Hall. Come
to make new friends, and have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.

SCHOOL NEWS
Saint Theresa Little Flower Garden Project
Honorary Campaign Chair - Fr. JC Ortiz
Garden Committee Chair - Alison Kalil
Development Director - Heather Chapman
An exciting opportunity to bring the wonder of gardening to St. Theresa. The instructional garden is envisioned to provide opportunities for students to experience horticulture and satisfy curiosity while enhancing
the beauty of the St. Theresa grounds. The project can
only come to fruition with your generosity and commitment. Please consider a donation. More information and
a link to the website can be found at: www.stcs.us or
call Heather Chapman at 602-840-0010.

DIOCESAN NEWS
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Start the new year
out right by enriching your marriage. Sign up today to
attend one of the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekends on January 26th-27th at Our Lady of
Guadalupe monastery in Phoenix or March 16th-17th
in Tucson. To apply online, and for more weekend
dates, please visit www.wwmearizona.com.
St. Joseph's Youth Camp

(Located 23 miles SE of Flagstaff
at Mormon Lake)

Give the Gift of Summer Camp
this Christmas!
Register ages 8-15 now
and SAVE $50!
6 Days & 6 Nights, Cabin Lodging, Food, Transportation from Tempe, Horseback Riding, Kayaking, Hiking, Archery, Telescope and Campfire Nights, T-shirt,
DVD of the week and memories to last a lifetime! Go
to: www.SJYCAZ.com to see our 2019 Summer
Schedule and Register Now !
“Tears Speak…But Spirits Soar” If you are a woman who has suffered the loss of a child to abortion and
wish to begin the healing journey, please consider attending this ‘post abortive’ support group. Tears
Speak…meets once each month, on the second Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be on January
8, 2019. Meetings are held in ‘The Library’, main office, Mount Claret, 4633 North 54th Street in Phoenix
from 7–8:30PM. If you would like to discuss, confidentially, please call Church of the Holy Spirit at 480-8387474 and ask for Patty/Tears Speak.
Magnificat Luncheon Saturday, February 16, 2019
at Corpus Christi Catholic Church (3550 East Knox
Road in Phoenix) from 11:15AM-2:30PM. Cost is $15.
To register call 480-364-5209 or go to Eventbrite.com
and search for “Magnificat Luncheon.” Register early
as seating is limited. The deadline for registration is
February 11, 2019.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(DECEMBER 31ST-JANUARY 6TH)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31ST
6:30AM DOMINICAN SISTERS, SP. INT.-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM JOE SULLIVAN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1ST
8:00AM +HAMILTON VAZ-FR. GREGORY KONZ, SJ
10:00AM +ROSS DODENHOFF-FR. CHUCK
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2ND
6:30AM +MARY JANE LAWS-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3RD
6:30AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4TH
6:30AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5TH
8:00AM EMMA ADAMO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. CHUCK
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH
7:30AM +JOSEPH M. KRIMPLE-FR. JC
9:00AM +NORMAN LOBO-FR. JC
11:00AM EMMA ADAMO, SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM +MARIA ORMOS-FR. PAUL
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of December 30, 2018

Sunday Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; Ps
128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10;
Col 3:12-21 or Col 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk
2:41-52
Monday 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:1-18
Tuesday Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk
2:16-21
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn
1:19-28
Thursday 1 Jn 2:29—3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:2934
Friday 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42
Saturday 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51
Sunday Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2
-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

Sunday
Monday
4:00PM Holy Day Vigil (Church)
Tuesday
New Year’s Day ~ Parish Office Closed
8:00AM Holy Day Mass (Church)
10:00AM Holy Day Mass (Church)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
4:00PM Life Teen (Life Rm)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Orientation
(Parish Conference Rm)
Friday
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

