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SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019

My Brothers and Sisters,
Yes, those are Christmas trees, lights and the Christmas crèche still present in our sanctuary
and baptistery areas… even though society and the retailers have left Christmas a distant
memory and now busy focusing on Valentine’s Day!
It’s not because we haven’t gotten around to packing up the Christmas décor, but because the
Christmas Season in the Catholic Church comes to a conclusion with today’s Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We Catholics take our time drinking in – and reflecting on – the meaning of the
Incarnation, that incredible mystery of God-made-flesh in Jesus Christ. Because there are so
many facets of this mystery, we go a week beyond the traditional “Twelve Days of Christmas” (which we reached in the January 6th Solemnity of the Epiphany).
And so, as we consider the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River by John… how does this inform
our contemplation of the co-existent humanity and divinity of Jesus that we have celebrated
throughout this Christmas Season?
Well, since we celebrated the Nativity of our Lord on December 25th, we have come forward in
marking the events of some three decades in the life of Jesus Christ – most of in the “family
business” of carpentry, growing in wisdom, grace, knowledge of the Torah and intimacy with his
Heavenly Father.
Now we celebrate Christ’s baptism in the Jordan – and the moment that the Holy Spirit descended on him, proclaiming Jesus as God’s beloved Son in whom God is well pleased. This was
the event that opened the door to that phase of Jesus’ life that we have come to know as his
“public ministry.” John the Baptist speaks of the baptism he administered as being “a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” Clearly, then, this was not why Jesus approached John
to be baptized. Why then did Jesus receive John’s baptism? Some of the words of the Preface to
the Eucharistic Prayer in today’s Liturgy help us to answer this question: “For in the waters of
the Jordan you revealed with signs and wonders a new Baptism, so that through the voice that
came down from heaven we might come to believe in your Word dwelling among us, and by
the Spirit’s descending in the likeness of a dove we might know that Christ your Servant has
been anointed with the oil of gladness and sent to bring the good news to the poor.”
Jesus submitted to John’s baptism precisely to set an example for us: he established “a new
baptism” as a template for his followers, he himself made holy the waters of the Jordan in which
he was baptized… in turn making holy the waters of all who are baptized in his name. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus as he emerged from the Jordan and the voice from heaven
proclaiming him to be God’s beloved Son “set the stage,” so to speak, for Jesus to begin his
ministry of proclaiming the reign of God. This too is an example for each of us, in that we too
receiving an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as we are baptized and confirmed – and, we receive
the affirmation of being a beloved son or daughter of God as we are initiated into God’s family.
Indeed, there is much to celebrate as we conclude the Christmas Season!
Grace and peace in Christ,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
PARISH NEWS
For Parents Registering Their Children For The
2019-2020 School Year, Please Note: In order to receive a school’s reduced Catholic Tuition Rate, your
school must be informed on whether your family meets
the criteria set by your parish for Registered, Active,
Participating members. The definition of registered,
active, and participating varies by parish, but usually
includes attending Mass regularly as well as contributing with an envelope to the offertory along with supporting the ministry life of the parish. If you have questions about your family’s status, please contact your
school’s finance office. (Note: All Diocesan high school
students receiving the reduced tuition rate for the coming year must have their status verified before they can
be registered as Catholic.)

CORRECTION
Due to a typographical error,
our 2019 Parish Calendars list an incorrect phone
number of the Parish Office.
Please note that the correct number is
602.840.0850.
If you use the parish information printed on the
calendar for regular reference, you may want to
write the correct telephone number on the
calendar in place of the incorrect one.
Apologies for the inconvenience!
St. Theresa Parish Boy Scout Troop
147 Is Selling Firewood! Your order
of 1/2 truckload ($125) or a full truckload ($250) will be delivered to your
home. Please contact Rose Cheke @
602-625-4959 to place your order.
Did You Get Your
Christmas Gift From
St. Theresa Parish?
If you did not get your free copy
of the Matthew Kelly book “The
Biggest Lie in the History of
Christianity” after Christmas
Mass, don’t worry we have
more! Books are located at the
exits of the Church or you can
stop by the Parish Office for a
copy.

Rock & Roll
Marathon Weekend
Mass Schedule Changes
Due to restricted access to the parish
campus during the annual
Rock & Roll Marathon,
we will have a special Mass schedule on
The weekend of January 19th & 20th.
Two vigil Masses will be offered on
Saturday, January 19th –
the first at the regular 4:00PM time,
and a second at 6:00PM.
Only two Sunday Masses will be offered
in the afternoon on
Sunday, January 20th –
the first at 3:00PM, and the second at
5:00PM (regular time).
Please note that there are
no morning Masses on January 20th.
Thank you for your understanding,
and we’ll look forward
to seeing you here!

NO MORE PAPER
RECYCLING at St. Theresa.
Since local jurisdictions are providing
recycling services along with regular
trash collection service, paper that
was once collected in the recycling
bins south of the Msgr. McMahon
Center no longer provides a source of
fundraising dollars for our parish
school as was once the case. In fact,
for the past several months the recycling company has
charged the school for the bins and the paper pickup.
So, in early January, the recycling bins were
removed from parish property.
We no longer accept paper for recycling.
Many thanks to all parishioners and friends who took
the time to bring their old newspapers and other paper
products to recycle for the benefit of Saint Theresa
Catholic School over the past several years. We encourage you to continue to recycle, using your city-provided
bins.
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Edward Gray
Who Have Died: Theresa Martin
Spring Adult Confirmation sessions begin with Registration Meetings on Sunday, January 27th and Sunday, February 3rd following the 11AM Liturgy at noon
in the Convent Upper Room. All materials will be provided. Please bring a copy of your Baptism Certificate.
For those adults completing the spring session, Confirmation will be celebrated at the Easter Vigil
on Saturday, April 20th. All questions may be forwarded to Patty & David Pettit at pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org.
3rd Grade Sacramental
Prep: Welcome back
and Happy New Year,
parents! Third grade children at the school and in
the religious education
classes have begun their preparation for the Sacraments
of Confirmation/First Eucharist. If you missed the parent meeting on December 2nd, you must follow up
with Gina Keating in the Parish Office to receive the
required sacrament workbook and other information for
your child to be included in this year’s Third Grade
Mass. Please call 602-840-0850, ext. 111 to set up an
appointment.

Save the Date: “You’re a saint, Charlie Brown!”
The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon.
We have a need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and
other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are
invited to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them.
Good grief, it will be such a great time! You can even
bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more info. or call 602
-840-0850. Keep a lookout for updates in the bulletin.

Catholic Charities says…
THANK YOU!
We would like to thank the
parishioners from St. Theresa Parish for the gifts you
shared with our Verde Villas
Housing families and to our Refugee families. You
made miracles happen this Christmas to the most vulnerable in our community. May God bless you! To
learn more about our services, to volunteer, or to donate,
please visit us at www.catholiccharitiesaz.org or call
602-285-1999. Merry Christmas from Catholic Charities!
Griffith Elementary School Says THANK YOU!
Griffith Elementary School wants to thank all of you
who took the time and effort to donate to our school.
Our nurse was thrilled when all of the items were delivered to her. Please know we truly appreciate your kindness! ~Griffith Staff & Lisa Krebs

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Have You Considered Your Parish Sunday Offertory Giving for 2019?
Thanks so much to those parish families who have already made their
Parish Sunday Offertory Commitment for 2019.
The Parish Community relies on the ongoing support of all parish families to help us continue to
provide the ministries and services to our parish families and our neighbors in need.
Additional 2019 Offertory pledge cards are available in the pews,
the back of the Church or in the Parish Office.
Online giving information through WeShare is also available in the Parish Office.
May God bless you for all that you do to support the Lord’s work in our parish community!

February
Senior Luncheon:

Wednesday, February 6th
11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
(Please leave a message if
you get Andrea’s voicemail).
You can now RSVP and/or pay on line at
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
SeniorLuncheon
If you have contributed online or signed up for an event
online in the past be sure to click the Login button in the
upper right corner and use your email address and password prior to completing your registration/giving. If
you can’t remember or need a new password, click the
Login button and then click on Forgot Password? button and a temporary password will be emailed to you
and you can set a new password. $10.00 per person
RSVP deadline is Friday, February 1st!!!

Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

OPTION #1:
The Grief Recovery Method®
- Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Monday Evenings 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Winter 2019 Dates:
February 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th,
April 1st, 8th & 15th
OPTION #2:
For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesday evenings 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Winter 2019 Dates: February 26th, March 5th, 12th,
19th, 26th, April 2nd, 9th & 16th
For more information on the two options, please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office at 602-5867429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

BUNCO - TUESDAY,
January 22nd at 1:45PM
in Fr. Feeney Hall. Come
to make new friends, and have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts of
true love done for the love of God and for
all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care
is always looking for “Kitchen Angels”
to help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to serve in this capacity or you have questions, please contact Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 or by
email at mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The January meeting will be
Tuesday, January, 29th at 4PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support of
others, come by and see if this is the group for you.

SCHOOL NEWS
Saint Theresa Little Flower Garden Project
Honorary Chair - Fr. JC Ortiz
Garden Committee Chair - Alison Kalil
Development Director - Heather Chapman
An exciting opportunity to bring the wonder of gardening to St. Theresa Catholic School. The instructional
garden is envisioned to provide opportunities for students to experience horticulture and satisfy curiosity
while enhancing the beauty of the St. Theresa
grounds. The project can only come to fruition with
your generosity and commitment. Please consider a donation. More information and a link to the website can
be found at: www.stcs.us or call Heather Chapman at
602-840-0010.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(JANUARY 14TH-JANUARY 20TH)

Sunday

9:00AM
10:15AM
10:30AM
12:30PM

RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
RCIC (Club Rm)
RE Classes (Fr. Feeney Hall)
4th-12th Grade Sacramental Prep (Classroom 17)

8:00AM
5:30PM

Praise For Parents (Convent Upper Rm)
Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)

4:00PM
6:00PM
7:00PM

SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
Cub Scout Pack 147 Mtg. (Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)

Monday

MONDAY, JANUARY 14TH
6:30AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15TH
6:30AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. JC
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16TH
6:30AM +ST. MICHAEL-FR. CHUCK
8:30AM +TOM CAVANAUGH-FR. JC
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17TH
6:30AM +ROSA FAVOR SO-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18TH
6:30AM +JOHN VAZ-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH
8:00AM +THERESA MARTIN-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
6:00PM +DAVID SOLAR-FR. CHUCK
SUNDAY, JANUARY 20TH
3:00PM +FRANK MARRA-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM JOHN P. PATCHETT, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of January 13, 2019
Sunday Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3,
9-10 or Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27-28, 29-30; Acts 10:34
-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
Monday Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9; Mk 1:1420
Tuesday Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 1:2128
Wednesday Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Mk
1:29-39
Thursday Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11; Mk 1:4045
Friday Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15; Mk 2:13-17

Tuesday

Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Prep (Parish Conference Rm)
Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Praise & Worship (Church)
Friday
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

