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My Brothers and Sisters,
Back in 1978 when I was in graduate school/seminary, as I was discerning the question of being ordained a deacon (in preparation for my ordination as a priest), I struggled with the logic of moving forward on the path to priesthood. The other “pull” in my life was to transfer to med school in order to
become a physician. Well, to be completely candid, I had also come to know a young lady – also in a
grad program at Catholic University, working toward her Masters in Social Work – and there certainly
was the opportunity to pursue a deeper relationship with her. Against these “odds,” I questioned how
it made sense for me to continue studying for the priesthood as opposed to going in the direction of
medicine and marriage. But somehow, I just couldn’t get the idea of priestly ministry out of my mind…
even though it didn’t make much logical sense as compared to the alternatives. Now, 40-plus years later (and nearly 39 years into the priesthood) I can honestly say that I made the right choice in the end.
Don’t get me wrong, becoming a priest certainly does defy all sorts of human logic (no one could have
ever told me how these past 39 years would have turned out!) – but I can’t imagine being as fulfilled
doing anything else. I can relate to what a now-deceased friend who practiced as a cardiologist most of
his life before becoming a priest after his wife had passed away told me: “We are soul-doctors.” I
agree… even though to an outside observer this way of life might seem not to make sense when compared to other options.
As I read our Gospel passage for this Sunday (Luke 5: 1-11), I was reminded of this story of my own journey. Jesus asks a professional fisherman Simon (Peter) to drop his nets into the water “for a catch” after the fisherman had been hard at work all night and had caught nothing. A completely illogical request (one that the fisherman could have scoffed at and refused outright). But what happened? We
hear how, after Simon explains how they have had no luck catching fish, he says to Jesus “… but at your
command, we will lower the nets.” The next sentence of the Gospel pretty well vindicates the logic of
the illogic: “When they did this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.” It
made no sense, in the opinion of the professional fisherman, to drop the nets once more after they had
had hours of catching no fish – but because Jesus called them to do so, they went ahead… and were
completely astounded at what happened. Two boats were filled with fish to the point of sinking. A fisherman’s reward beyond all imagining… just because Simon placed his response to Jesus above everything that told him that response was completely illogical and made no sense whatsoever.
Doing what we know to be God’s will in our lives oftentimes involves going against what we think would
be the “logical” thing to do. Yet, haven’t we all had that experience of finding that – when we act in
accord with what we discern God’s will to be – the rewards turn out to be far greater than we would
have ever imagined? This is part of the paradox, or the seemingly contradictory nature, of life as a disciple of Jesus Christ. We find reward by giving; we find true satisfaction when we put God and the
needs of others before our own interests; we find the fullness of eternal life only by dying to this life.
Luke himself was a physician who decided to become a follower of Jesus – and ultimately became a
great evangelist, noted not only for the Gospel that bears his name – but also as the author of the Acts
of the Apostles. I don’t doubt that his “yes” to the call of Jesus also seemed illogical to him at the time!
Blessings and peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH NEWS
For Parents Registering Their Children For The
2019-2020 School Year, Please Note: In order to receive a school’s reduced Catholic Tuition Rate,
your school must be informed on whether your family
meets the criteria set by your parish for Registered, Active, Participating members. The definition of registered, active, and participating varies by parish, but usually includes attending Mass regularly as well as contributing with an envelope (or through online giving) to
the offertory along with supporting the ministry life of
the parish. If you have questions about your family’s
status, please contact your school’s finance office.
(Note: All Diocesan high school students receiving the
reduced tuition rate for the coming year must have their
status verified through the high school’s verification
process before they can be registered as Catholic.)

CORRECTION
Due to a typographical error,
our 2019 Parish Calendars list an incorrect phone
number of the Parish Office.
Please note that the correct number is
602.840.0850.
If you use the parish information printed on the
calendar for regular reference, you may want to
write the correct telephone number on the
calendar in place of the incorrect one.
Apologies for the inconvenience!
“Covenant of Love
Date Night at Mt. Claret”
All are invited to a special
evening of family enrichment on Friday, February 15th from 6:30–8:30PM at
Mount Claret Retreat Center. Our February Date
Night will include a special presentation from guest
speakers Fr. John Parks and Mike Phelan on “Sharing
the Good News of the Gospel with Your Children and
Others”. Fr. John is the Vicar of Evangelization for the
Diocese of Phoenix, and Mike Phelan is the Director of
Marriage and Family Life for the Diocese of Phoenix.
We are extremely blessed to have them leading us, so
tell your married or engaged friends about this wonderful opportunity to grow in appreciation of our spouses
and the covenant of our marriages. The evening is free,
and light refreshments will be served.

NO MORE PAPER
RECYCLING at St. Theresa.
Since local jurisdictions are providing
recycling services along with regular
trash collection service, paper that was
once collected in the recycling bins south
of the Msgr. McMahon Center no longer
provides a source of fundraising dollars
for our parish school as was once the case. In fact, for
the past several months the recycling company has
charged the school for the bins and the paper pickup.
So, in early January, the recycling bins were
removed from parish property.
We no longer accept paper for recycling.
Many thanks to all parishioners and friends who took
the time to bring their old newspapers and other paper
products to recycle for the benefit of St. Theresa Catholic School over the past several years. We encourage
you to continue to recycle, using your city-provided bins.

Praise For Parents ~ Fr. JC

Come to 'Praise for Parents’ on Monday, February
25th from 8-9AM in the Convent Upper Room. This
monthly program is designed for parents with children
of any age. Join Father JC and Kelly Bennan to energize your spirit with uplifting presentations, discussions
and humor as we explore present-day topics of LOVE
and the MINISTRY OF PARENTHOOD. Join us for
one class… or treat yourself to the program every
month! Classes are offered on a drop-in basis and do
not depend on prior attendance.
8 Tips for Having a Low Stress Life
1. Simplify – your time, your stuff, your social life.
2. Live in the moment.
3. Practice gratitude.
4. Take control of the thoughts that pull you back into
the past.
5. Stop the anxious thoughts about “what’s next”, and
of your future.
6. Practice getting comfortable with saying “no”.
7. Don’t worry about others, and what they think of
you.
8. Do your best, then relax, and avoid perfectionism.
HELP!!! Empty ‘Pringles’ containers with lids are needed for a Lenten
project for our R.E. families. 150 containers are needed before Sunday,
February 24th. If you can help, please
drop off at the Parish or School Office. Thank you so much for your help!~Rita Laguna

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Lenten Scripture Study Groups –
Entering into Christ’s Passion
Let's do something different this
Lent! Come join FMD-Forming
Missionary Disciples, our parish
small scripture study groups. We
begin our 6-week lenten series titled Entering into
Christ’s Passion. The Gospel of Luke will take us on a
journey through Holy Week as we learn about: Palm
Sunday, Jerusalem, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday. Multiple small groups will
meet throughout the week starting March 3rd. Email
Jose Reyes (jreyes@stphx.org) for class schedules and
to reserve your spot!

Save the Date: “You’re a saint, Charlie Brown!”
The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon.
We have a need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and
other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are
invited to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them.
Good grief, it will be such a great time! You can even
bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more info or call 602840-0850. Keep a lookout for updates in the bulletin.
3rd Grade Sacramental Prep:
Hello Parents! Third grade children at the school and in the
religious education classes have
begun their preparation for the
Sacraments of Confirmation/First Eucharist. If you
missed the parent meeting on December 2nd, you must
follow up with Gina Keating in the Parish Office to receive the required sacrament workbook and other information for your child to be included in this year’s Third
Grade Mass. Please call 602-840-0850, ext. 111 to set
up an appointment.
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Angela Kriese
Who Have Died: Patricia Nichols
PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized,
Or Homebound… please call Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429
to request Holy Communion. Appointments
may also be scheduled for Confession and
Anointing of the Sick. When the Church
cares for the sick, it serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his Mystical Body…the Church shows
this solicitude not only by visiting those who are in poor
health but also by raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger
of death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting is Tuesday,
February 26th at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support of others,
come by and see if this is the group for you.
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic
action is nothing other than acts of true love
done for the love of God and for all our
brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care is always
looking for “Kitchen Angels” to help with Senior
Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called
to serve in this capacity or you have questions, please
contact Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602586-7429 or by email at mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

St. Theresa Parish Blood Drive
NEXT Sunday, February 17th from 8:30AM ~ 12:30PM
Bloodmobile located in the North Parking Lot. Contact Laura
Thompson at 480-365-8285 or visit BloodHero.com
(Sponsor Code: st.theresa) Help to Save a Life Today!

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The 2019 Charity And Development Appeal (CDA) Is Underway!
Each and every gift is important, no matter how big or small.
Please help support the vital programs and services throughout the Diocese of Phoenix.
These programs and services reach beyond the boundaries of any one parish
to all of our Phoenix-area community.
Thank you for your support of the 2019 Charity and Development Appeal.

Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

Call and reserve your spot by Wednesday,
20th February. We want to make sure we have
enough books for all those participating.
For more information on the two options, please
contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office at 602586-7429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
OPTION #1:
The Grief Recovery Method®
Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Monday Evenings 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Winter 2019 Dates: February 25th, March 4th, 11th,
18th, 25th, April 1st, 8th & 15th
OPTION #2: Anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesday Evenings 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Winter 2019 Dates: February 26th, March 5th, 12th,
19th, 26th, April 2nd, 9th & 16th

BUNCO
Monday, February 25th
at 1:45 PM in Fr. Feeney Hall. Come make
new friends, and have a laugh or two. For more information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.

DIOCESAN NEWS
“Tears Speak… But Spirits Soar” Support group
for women who have lost a child to abortion. Meets
once per month, on the second Tuesday, next two meetings will be February 12th and March 12th at Mount
Claret, 4633 N 54th St in Phoenix from 7–8:30PM in
the Library. Please call Patty at 480.838.7474 (Holy
Spirit Parish) for a confidential discussion, if desired.

March Senior Luncheon
Wednesday, March 13th

(the 2nd Wednesday of the month
due to Ash Wednesday)

11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
(Please leave a message if you get
Andrea’s voicemail).
You can now RSVP and/or pay on line at
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
SeniorLuncheon
$10.00 per person
If you have contributed online or signed up for an event
online in the past be sure to click the Login button in the
upper right corner and use your email address and password prior to completing your registration/giving. If
you can’t remember or need a new password, click the
Login button and then click on Forgot Password? button and a temporary password will be emailed to you
and you can set a new password.
RSVP deadline is Friday, March 8th!!!

Don’t Miss The 10th Annual Nun Run! Saturday,
March 2nd, 7:30AM at Kiwanis Park in Tempe. 10K,
5K, 1 mile Run/Walk benefiting the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration. For more information and to register
go to desertnunrun.com.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(FEBRUARY 11TH-FEBRUARY 17TH)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH
6:30AM +EUGENE SCHAAF-FR. JOACHIM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH
6:30AM ZANDRA WADE, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13TH
6:30AM +MARY SCHAAF-FR. JOACHIM
8:30AM +GAVIN DIAS-FR. JC
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH
6:30AM +DOROTHY & JOSEPH OTONDO
-FR. JOACHIM
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15TH
6:30AM FR. CHAD KING, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH
8:00AM +BILL MCDERMOTT-FR. JOACHIM
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH
7:30AM +ROSA FAVOR SO-FR. JOACHIM
9:00AM +ROSA FAVOR SO-FR. JC
11:00AM +MARIE & ALBERT FLEMING-FR. JOACHIM
5:00PM +FELICIA BRAGANZA-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of February 10, 2019
Sunday Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8; 1 Cor
15:1-11 or 1 Cor 15:3-8, 11; Lk 5:1-11
Monday Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24
and 35c; Mk 6:53-56
Tuesday Gn 1:20—2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13
Wednesday Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,
29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23
Thursday Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30
Friday Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37
Saturday Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk
8:1-10
Sunday Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 1 Cor 15:12,
16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26

Sunday
9:00AM RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
10:15AM RCIC (Club Rm)
10:30AM RE Classes (School Classrooms)
12:00PM Adult Confirmation (Convent Upper Rm)
12:30PM 4th-12th Grade Sacrament Prep (Classroom 17)
6:00PM Life Night (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Monday
8:00AM Praise For Parents (Convent Upper Room)
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Edge (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
5:30PM Life Teen Bible Study (Life Rm)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Friday
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

