ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019

My Brothers and Sisters,
Last week I learned from Fr. Nelson Libera (a fellow Judge on the Tribunal and Pastor of St. Matthew
Parish and School in West Phoenix) that he and his parishioners had spent the prior Sunday (March 24th)
assisting 37 migrant families seeking asylum in the US (90 people in all) who had been “dropped off” by
Immigrations and Customs Enforcement. These families were bused from the border and simply left at
the bus terminal to fend for themselves. They had no resources, no place to sleep, no food, water and
only the clothing on their backs.
Parishioners of St. Matthew’s, members of their parish and school staff were joined by other volunteers
from a network of Valley churches to provide medical care, food, water and showers. Many of the asylum-seekers shared their experiences with Fr. Nelson, who was moved by the stories of the conditions
in their own countries from which they were fleeing along with stories of their long journey to seek asylum. Having had a week-long stay in El Salvador the year before last related to my involvement with
Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (NPH), I have some appreciation of the economic and other hardships of
many Salvadorans, the prevalence of gang violence and even the corruption of many police and other
government officials. Currently, the US Department of State classifies El Salvador as a “Level 3/High
Risk” country for danger, noting “Violent crime, such as murder, assault, rape, and armed robbery, is
common. Gang activity, such as extortion, violent street crime, and narcotics and arms trafficking, is
widespread. Local police may lack the resources to respond effectively to serious criminal incidents.”
Honduras and Nicaragua are also Level Three countries (only Level Four countries, mostly found in war
zones, are considered more dangerous). Three out of the seven nations are considered “high risk” by
the State Department – and these countries are the ones that many Central Americans are fleeing in
search of asylum. Frankly, if I lived with my family in a Level Three country with little hope of change
or improvement there, I too would be seeking asylum. And, traditionally, the United States has been
considered a refuge for those seeking asylum. (Note: the asylum-seekers are not “undocumented” or
“illegal” immigrants. These individuals and families have presented themselves to US authorities at the
border in order to begin the process of being granted asylum. It’s at that point that our government
buses them to places like Phoenix, so that they can then find their way to family members or friends
around the US until such time their asylum cases are settled). Unfortunately there is a gap between
the asylum-seekers being dropped off by ICE and their being able to make it to wherever their destinations might be. This is where communities like St. Matthew’s have stepped in to assist the asylumseekers. I am pleased to let you know that St. Theresa Parish has assisted St. Matthew Parish in their
efforts to assist the asylum-seekers with a grant of $1200 from our parish tithing budget. It’s just one
small way that we can help an already economically-disadvantaged parish community as they respond
to the Gospel challenge to “welcome the stranger.”
Our Holy Father Pope Francis, in addressing the people of Morocco on March 30th upon his arrival there
noted that the migration crisis throughout the world is “grave” and that it is an “urgent summons for
concrete actions.” The pope went on to urge global governments to see migrants as "persons, not numbers" and to acknowledge "their rights and dignity in daily life and in political decisions." He said that
many would not have left their home countries "were they not forced to do so.”
May our Lenten journey challenge us to be grateful for the blessings that we enjoy (and easily take for
granted) as we grow in our sensitivity toward those seeking hope in new lands.
Lenten grace and peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
PARISH NEWS
Help Us Decorate
For Easter!
We’ll need a good number
of people to decorate the
Church and School Courtyard on Saturday, April 20,
starting at 9AM in the
Church. Visit our parish
website for a link to an
online signup with details,
or call Brian in the Parish
Office. All ages are welcome, and service hours
will be verified upon request. A pizza lunch will be provided, and you’re also
welcome to bring a treat to share, if you desire. (We
also need help setting up on the morning of Holy Thursday… check the website or call for information.) Come
get your Easter spirit on!
Easter Flower Memorials
Our Annual Easter Flower Memorial is a
wonderful way to celebrate the memory
of your loved one(s). Donations for Easter
flowers allow us to beautify the church for
the Easter season and throughout the year. To make
your gift, use your Easter Flower offering envelope included with your weekly envelopes or place a separate
envelope with your donation marked "Easter Flowers"
and legibly print the name of your loved one(s). Y ou
can also make this donation with your regular WeShare
online giving or as a one-time donation by going to the
parish website at www.sttheresaphx.org and clicking on
the “Easter Flowers” link. Easter Flower Memorials
need to be turned in by TODAY, April 7th, to be
included in the Easter insert.

CORRECTION
Due to a typographical error,
our 2019 Parish Calendars list an incorrect
phone number of the Parish Office.
Please note that the correct number is 602.840.0850.
If you use the parish information printed on the
calendar for regular reference,
you may want to write
the correct telephone number on the
calendar in place of the incorrect one.
Apologies for the inconvenience!

With All Your Heart: A Lenten Journey

Once again, Fr. JC will host select movies
as an option to enhance our Lenten journey.
All evenings will begin at 6:30PM in the Church.

Tuesday, April 9th
Most: A Breathtaking Modern Parable
The winner at many prestigious film festivals,
and an Oscar-nominated movie, this work is the
story of a man and his son that portrays the
greatest measure of love, sacrifice, hope and
forgiveness known to man.
The power is not in the movie itself. The power is in
watching a movie with spiritual eyes to see and hear
what God is saying to you personally through the
parable, or story depicted in the movie. Inspired by
the lives of real, ordinary people like Saint Francis,
Saint Theresa and the “bridge operator”, we become
open to conversion...
This Lent Experience The Wonders Of
Eucharistic Adoration With Your Family

Every Thursday during Lent from 7–8PM
in the Convent Chapel.
This hour will be for families with children
of all ages. If you can only stay
10-15 minutes that is fine.
There is a sign-up sheet for the 6
Thursdays during Lent
(Chapel space is limited to about 30 people).
For more information or to sign up
please contact Rita Laguna in the Parish Office.

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint, Charlie Brown!”

The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon.
We have a need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and
other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are
invited to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them.
Good grief, it will be such a great time! You can even
bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more info or call 602840-0850. Keep a lookout for updates in the bulletin.

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Divine Mercy Sunday
April 28, 2019

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019

Pray For Those...

Who Have Died: Fernando Macias
Today in all pews you will find the
Who Are Sick: Bea Harriman,
pamphlets with special prayers to
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday.
Mike Laguna, Mickey Osborn,
Please take one per family.
Theresa Osborn & Richard Stratz
THE NOVENA: (A novena consists of a prayer (or prayers) that are
The 2019 Charity
recited for nine consecutive days,
And Development
usually to seek some special request.) The Novena to Divine MerAppeal (CDA)
cy consists of nine prayers for all
Thank you to all parish families
people on earth to be brought to the Heart of Divine
who have already made their
Mercy by their trust in Jesus for their eternal salvation.
pledge to the 2019 CDA.
The pamphlet includes all prayers needed to complete
Each and every gift is important,
this novena anytime a person wishes to pray for living
no matter how big or small.
or deceased loved ones or for souls in purgatory.
Join us in supporting the vital
THE CHAPLET: Jesus revealed to Saint Faustina a programs and services throughout
the Diocese of Phoenix.
powerful prayer that He wanted everyone to say – the
These
programs and services reach
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. This prayer is recited on ordinary Rosary beads, and takes only a few minutes to beyond the boundaries of any one
parish to all of our Phoenix-area
complete. This chaplet may be recited anytime, but
community.
Make your gift today
Our Lord specifically asked that it be prayed as a noonline at dphx.org/cda or
vena – especially on the nine days before the Feast of
by
sending in a pledge card.
Divine Mercy (April 29).
Our Lord said to Faustina: “Encourage souls to say
All married and engaged couthe chaplet which I have given you…Whoever will
ples are invited to our next
recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death…
evening of marriage enrichWhen they say this chaplet in the presence of the dyment Friday, April 12th, 6:30ing, I will stand between My Father and the dying per8PM in the Msg. McMahon Center. Join us to hear
son, not as the just Judge but as the Merciful Savior…
our Guest Speakers Mike & Alecia Hernon. They are
Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope
an amazing Catholic couple from Steubenville Ohio,
of salvation...Through the Chaplet you will obtain evewho are raising 10 kids, have a great Podcast, and a
rything, if what you ask for is compatible with my
nonprofit ministry about Marriage, Family & Faith.
will.” (St. Faustina’s Diary #687, #1541, #1731)
(www.messyfamilyproject.com) The Hernons will be
speaking on Bishop Olmsted’s new Apostolic ExhortaJesus, I Trust in You
tion, “Complete My Joy”, which is available for download or streaming audio ahead of time at
The 9AM Children’s
www.family.dphx.org. Light refreshments will be
Liturgy… program
served. Childcare available for children over a year old.
needs SET trained
Please RSVP childcare to stpdatenights@gmail.com.
volunteers to help
Tell your married or engaged friends about these wonshare the Gospel mesderful opportunities to grow in appreciation of our
sage with children 5
spouses and the covenant of our marriages.
years – 3rd Grade each Sunday. It’s a minimal time
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If you both can’t make
commitment and you can pick your date to volunteer.
the Date Night, we always need more Safe EnvironMany hands make light work, and it would be a blessment Trained Adults to help with childcare. Please
ing to add your name to our list of volunteers! Please
contact Olivia at 480-262-5916 for more information
email Gina Keating at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.
on how to help.

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
PASTORAL CARE
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts of true
love done for the love of God and for all
our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care is
always looking for “Kitchen Angels” to
help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions.
If you feel called to serve in this capacity or you have
questions, contact Maureen Schaaf @ 602-586-7429 or
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

ADORATION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Seniors and Friends
Luncheon

Wednesday, May 1st
11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
by Friday, April 26th
(Leave a message if you get Andrea’s voicemail).
You can also RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish
website (www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on
“Senior Luncheon Registration”
$10.00 per person.
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized,
Or Homebound… please call Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429
to request Holy Communion. Appointments
may also be scheduled for Confession and
Anointing of the Sick.

BUNCO: Monday, April 15th
at 1:45PM in Fr. Feeney Hall.
Come to make new friends, and
have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti
Iannucci @ 602-952-0802.

The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets on the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday, April 30th at 4PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and you need the support of
others, please come by and see if this is the group for
you.

“Fish & Faith”

St. Theresa Parish Lenten Fish Fry
Friday, April 12th ~ 5:00-7:00PM in Fr. Feeney Hall
Living Stations of the Cross w/ STCS 7th Grade Students at 7PM in the Church
$8Adult Fish Dinner Includes: Baked Fish, Fried Fish, or Fish Tacos;
French Fries, Onion Rings, Sweet Potato Fries,
or Baked Potato; Coleslaw, Roll, Sherbet Lemonade/Water
$9 Adult Shrimp Dinner Includes: Fried Shrimp; French Fries, Onion Rings,
Sweet Potato Fries, or Baked Potato;
Coleslaw, Roll, Sherbet and Lemonade/Water
$5 Children’s Dinner (up to age 12) Includes: Mac & Cheese or Fish;
French Fries, Sherbet and Lemonade/Water
An “Arts & Crafts Corner” will be available for the kids!

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019

Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(APRIL 8TH-APRIL 14TH)

MONDAY, APRIL 8TH
6:30AM +GERI ARRIOLA-FR. JC
TUESDAY, APRIL 9TH
6:30AM +PORTIA MACMILLAN-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10TH
6:30AM RICHARD STRATZ, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
8:30AM +FERNANDO MACIAS-FR. JOACHIM
THURSDAY, APRIL 11TH
6:30AM MIKE LAGUNA, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
FRIDAY, APRIL 12TH
6:30AM MICKEY OSBORN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH
8:00AM THERESA OSBORN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. CHUCK
SUNDAY, APRIL 14TH
7:30AM +BARBIERI FAMILY-FR. JOACHIM
9:00AM BEA HARRIMAN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
11:00AM +PETER KUPCIK-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM +FERNANDO MACIAS-FR. PAUL
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of April 7, 2019
Sunday Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6; Phil 3:8-14;
Jn 8:1-11
Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or Dn 13:41c62; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:12-20
Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:2130
Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55,
56; Jn 8:31-42
Thursday Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59
Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:3142
Saturday Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn
11:45-56
Sunday Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20,
23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14—23:56 or Lk 23:1-49

Sunday
9:00AM RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
10:30AM 3rd Grade Sacrament Mtg. (Fr. Feeney Hall)
RE Classes (School Classrooms)
12:00PM 4th-12th Grade Sacrament Prep (Classroom 17)
6:00PM Life Night (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Monday
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Edge (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Lenten Evening of Reflection (Church)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
6:30PM Parish Lenten Video Journey (Church)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
10:30AM Funeral - Fr. Matt Feit (Church)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
5:30PM Life Teen Bible Study (Life Rm)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Fr. Feeney Hall)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
4:00PM Wedding Rehearsal (Church)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Friday
3:00PM Linza/Bates Wedding (Church)
5:00PM Lenten Fish Fry (Fr. Feeney Hall)
6:00PM Communion & Liberation Group
(Convent Upper Rm)
6:30PM Covenant of Love (Msgr. McMahon Center)
7:00PM Stations of the Cross (Church)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

