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My Brothers and Sisters,
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad!” This verse, from Psalm 118, is the refrain from the responsorial Psalm of Easter Sunday – and these words so well sum up the Church’s spirit
as we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection today.
We rejoice in the fact that Jesus was lifted from death by the power of the Father’s love; we rejoice in
the faith of “the disciple whom Jesus loved” who – upon entering the empty tomb, “saw and believed” (John 20:8). We rejoice in what this means for all of us who have been conformed to Christ, the
Risen One, through our baptism: we, like the Risen Christ, have the promise of eternal life following our
own death.

Admittedly, this is “a lot” for us to get our heads around, particularly because we live in a culture that
is generally based on logic and empirical evidence. Beyond the discovery of the burial cloths and the
cloth that had covered the head of Jesus in death, there was no solid evidence of Christ’s resurrection
when the Apostle John stepped into the empty tomb. Bodily resurrection, life after death was a totally
illogical and preposterous concept for the first-Jew, and yet something clicked inside of John. Through
faith, he “saw and believed.”
Bodily resurrection after death, eternal life is no more logical or empirically proven in the twenty-first
century than it was in the first century. Yes, we have an unbroken line of 2000 years of believers who
have trusted that the Easter message is true… but this is based solely on the free will decision of each
individual to use his or her free will to believe – or not. Often, that belief took a Christian an entire lifetime to perfect.
Today we will have the opportunity to renew our baptismal promises – those promises that we made (or
our parents and godparents made for us) at the time of our baptism. Two of the articles of faith that
we are invited to say “I do” to are: “Do you believe in Jesus Christ… who was born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of the Father?”
and “Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting?”
True belief in such intangible things as resurrection and life after death is seldom something we arrive
at instantly. Most of us aren’t quite up to the standards of the disciple John who “saw and believed” on
the spot. We learn in the readings of Mass over the Fifty Days of Easter that many of the disciples were
comparatively slow to believe. Their faith in the resurrection of Jesus as well as “the resurrection of
the body and life everlasting” was something that evolved over the course of time and involved various
steps and stages. Perhaps this is one of the reasons that the Church sets aside a period of fifty days –
from now through Pentecost Sunday – to allow us to reflect on and grow in our faith in the Lord’s resurrection and the new life that the Risen Christ promises us after death.
As we profess our faith in the Renewal of Baptismal Promises and are sprinkled with the waters of baptism, the same water blessed and used at the Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday evening to baptize those
who completed their initiation into the Catholic Christian faith, may we – like the majority of those first
century disciples - be open to that evolution of faith and deepening of belief that leads us to accept the
reality of Christ’s resurrection and its effects on our own lives, both now and for eternity. “This is the
day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!”
Easter peace and joy,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

EASTER SUNDAY
PARISH NEWS
Happy Easter
Alleluia!
This is the day
the Lord has made:
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Alleluia!
(Psalm 118)

Congratulations! You are now on

Day Three of the Divine Mer-

cy Novena. Blessings to you for committing
yourself to pray for all souls (those living on
earth or those who are dying, or those have
died and are in purgatory) during these days between Good Friday and Divine Mercy Sunday.
Saint Teresa of Calcutta believed strongly in
the method of saying novenas to Our Lord or
through the intercession of any of the Saints of
our Church. She urged her sisters to pray for
nine consecutive days for any intentions they
might have. When her sisters asked if they
needed to start all over again if they missed a
day, she answered to continue their prayers
wherever they left off.

The important thing is to pray!
Trust in Mercy and Be Merciful

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint,
Charlie Brown!”

The Peanuts Gang
can’t wait to see you at
Vacation Bible School
from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon. We have a
need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be
station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are invited
to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours
are counted for anyone who needs them. Good grief, it
will be such a great time! You can even bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more info or call 602-8400850. Keep a lookout for updates in the bulletin.

Wine & Food Festival
Continue Celebrating the
Easter Season:
All are invited to the
St. Theresa Parish
Wine & Food Festival,
hosted by your
Knights of Columbus!
Saturday, May 4th
after the 4PM Mass
in Fr. Feeney Hall
Buy tickets after Masses on
April 27th or 28th or online at
www.sttheresawinefestival.
myevent.com

Are You Registered At
St. Theresa Parish?
If not, we welcome you to!
Registration forms can be
downloaded off of the parish website at www.sttheresaphx.org. Please fill out and
return to the Parish Office in person, by mail or email it
back to info@sttheresaphx.org. You may also stop by
the Parish Office during normal office hours to fill a
form out.
~ Parishioner Updates ~
If you have had a name, email,
phone or address change, new birth
in the family, etc. within the past
year, please call Carrie Vinesky in
the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850
with your new information. We appreciate your help in
keeping our database up to date and helping us cut our
postage costs!
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~ Special Thanks
To Our Bulletin Advertisers ~
Congratulations to our youngest
members of the Catholic Church
who received the Sacraments of
Initiation during the Easter Vigil:
Oliver Lee McSweeney
and Conrad Raymond Nava.
Welcome and Congratulations!

Praise For Parents

Monday, May 13th from 8:00-9:00AM
in the Convent Upper Room.
This monthly program is designed for parents with children of any age. Join Father JC and Kelly Bennan to
energize your spirit with uplifting presentations, discussions and humor as we consider the idea of love and
creativity. Come share an hour with us and surround
yourself with love, encouragement and kindness! Join
us for one class… or treat yourself to the program every
month! Classes are offered on a drop-in basis and do
not depend on prior attendance.

We would like to extend a “special thank you” to
all of the parishioners and friends of St. Theresa
Parish who support the publication of our parish
bulletin by placing an advertisement for their
business or professional services in our weekly
bulletin. It is through their generosity and support
that we are able to share with you important parish news along with various ministry opportunities
in our community and the Diocese. Thanks again
to all of our bulletin advertisers for your continued
patronage – may God bless you and your businesses!

Fish & Faith Thanks!

Special thanks go out to Cindi Bankert
for making all of the delicious food for our Friday night
Lenten Fish Fry’s here at St. Theresa Parish!
Many thanks also go out to Cindi’s “crew” of volunteers ~
Yeeling Burnett, Brandon, Jeremy, Shannon & Sophia Braccio, Patrick Cheke,
Ed & Bonnie Ciszczon, Anne Field, Marybarb & Tom Galeziewski, Sophia Gannuscio,
Doreen Gaughen, Matthew & Sarah Goins, Patricia Ingram, Rita Laguna,
Charlie & John Murphy, Fr. JC Ortiz, Beth Peterson, Beth & Lou Rapa, Herman Ray,
Maureen Schaaf, Dawn Serafin, Julie Suto, Aria Tseffos, Betty & Bob Will,
St. Theresa Catholic School Teachers and all the other helping hands!
Several Ministries of the Parish as well as the Staff and 7th Grade Students of
St. Theresa Catholic School volunteered their time to lead Stations of the Cross
each Friday evening and we would like to thank them as well.
Great food and fellowship was shared by all!

EASTER SUNDAY
The 2019 Charity
And Development
Appeal (CDA)
Thank you to all parish families
who have already made their
pledge to the 2019 CDA.
Each and every gift is important,
no matter how big or small.
Join us in supporting the vital
programs and services throughout
the Diocese of Phoenix.
These programs and services reach
beyond the boundaries of any one
parish to all of our Phoenix-area
community. Make your gift today
online at dphx.org/cda or
by sending in a pledge card.

The Alzheimer’s Support Group… meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday, April 30th at 4:00 PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and need the support of others
please come by and see if this is the group for you.
If Jesus were actually visible in church, everyone would
run to welcome him, but he remains hidden in the Sacred Host under the appearance of bread, because he is
calling us to faith, that we many come to him in humility. "The Blessed Sacrament is the ‘Living Heart’ of
each of our churches and it is our very sweet duty to
honor and adore the Blessed Host, which our eyes see,
the Incarnate Word, whom they cannot see." (Pope Paul
VI, Credo of the People of God)

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized,
Or Homebound… please call Maureen
Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429
to request Holy Communion. Appointments
may also be scheduled for Confession and
Anointing of the Sick. When the Church
cares for the sick, it serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his Mystical Body…the Church shows
this solicitude not only by visiting those who are in poor
health but also by raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger
of death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
BUNCO: Monday, May 20th
at 1:45PM in Fr Feeney Hall.
Come to make new friends, and
have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802

Seniors and Friends Luncheon

Wednesday, May 1st
11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton at
602-214-0553 by Friday, April 26th
(Leave a message if you get voicemail).
You can also RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish
website (www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on
“Senior Luncheon Registration”
$10.00 per person.

The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic apostolic action is nothing other
than acts of true love done for the love of God and for
all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral Care is always looking for “Kitchen Angels” to help with Senior Luncheons and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to
serve in this capacity or have questions contact
Maureen @ 602-586-7429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

OPTION #1:
The Grief Recovery Method®
- Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Monday Evenings 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Summer 2019 Dates: June 3rd, 10th 17th, 24th
July 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
OPTION #2:
For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesday evenings 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Summer 2019 Dates: June 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
July 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
For more information on the two options, please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office at 602-5867429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
Prayer Intentions: If you or someone you know
needs prayer, place a request at the “Prayer Table” near
the statue of St. Theresa in the South Vestibule.

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 2019

DIOCESAN NEWS
Young Catholic
Professionals
is a growing nonprofit organization for young professionals between the
ages of 20-40. YCP organizes exciting events
(Executive Speaker Series, Networking Happy Hours,
and Retreats) for young catholic professionals to network and get more connected to the Catholic community, receive mentorship, and learn from high caliber
Catholic professionals who are living out the Faith in
their professional lives. Our next event is an Executive
Speaker Series on Wednesday, May 1st at 7PM at St.
Theresa Parish hosting Allen Sears from Alliance Defending Freedom.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Christ is Risen! Allelujah! Invite the risen Christ into your marriage. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend May 17th-19th in Phoenix or June 21st-23rd in
Green Valley. To apply online, or for more information
visit www.wwmearizona.com.

Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(APRIL 22ND-APRIL 28TH)

MONDAY, APRIL 22ND
6:30AM +POLLY SANDOVAL-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, APRIL 23RD
6:30AM JIMMY FERCHAW, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24TH
6:30AM +FR. FRANK FERNANDEZ-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, APRIL 25TH
6:30AM +ALFREDO B. TAN-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, APRIL 26TH
6:30AM +FR. MATTHIAS FEIT-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, APRIL 27TH
8:00AM +MARIE & ALBERT FLEMING-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JC
SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH
7:30AM +ED MUSENBROCK-FR. CHUCK
9:00AM +AL MUCKENTHALER-FR. PAUL
11:00AM +ROBERT & JEAN FORCUM-FR. JOACHIM
5:00PM PEARL MUSENBROCK, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Easter Sunday
Parish Office Closed
Easter Monday
Parish Office Closed
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
7:30PM Praise & Worship (Church)
Friday
4:00PM Wedding Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Communion & Liberation (Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
2:00PM Pisz/Chaparro Wedding (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

~Readings ~
Week of April 21, 2019
Easter Sunday Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;
Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or Mt 28:1-10
Monday Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Mt
28:8-15
Tuesday Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:13-35
Thursday Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 24:35-48
Friday Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; Jn 21:1-14
Saturday Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21;
Mk 16:9-15
Sunday Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Rev 1:9-11a, 12
-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31

