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My Brothers and Sisters,
Today we celebrate the Second Sunday of Easter. Interestingly this Sunday is not known as the
“Second Sunday after Easter” but “…of Easter.” The Church is subtly reminding us that Easter is not
just a single Sunday (that we celebrated a week ago) but a feast of such magnitude that it requires
a full fifty days to celebrate: the period from Easter Sunday (or one could say “The First Sunday of
Easter”) through Pentecost Sunday, this year to be celebrated on June 9th. These Fifty Days of Easter are sometimes referred to as “The Great Sunday,” because we continue to celebrate the intensity and the joy of the Lord’s Resurrection throughout these days. One might think that this extended
time of celebrating our Easter joy might be a bit of an overkill; after all, doesn’t it become a bit redundant or boring to be celebrating essentially the same thing for practically two months straight?
Actually, no. The wonder and the mystery of Jesus’ resurrection after laying in the tomb for three
days; the paradox of death giving way to new life, the invitation that each one of us has to follow
Jesus from this life on earth through death to a new, glorified and eternal life in the Kingdom of
God are all mysteries that take most of us a protracted period of time to absorb and integrate into
our own lives of faith as Christ’s disciples. It’s truly a blessing to repeat these Fifty Day of the Great
Sunday each year so that we can be reminded on an annual basis of these central, most hopeful and
joy-filled mysteries of our faith!
The Second Sunday of Easter is also known as the Sunday of Divine Mercy, as designated by Pope St.
John Paul II in 2000 after canonizing Sister Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) as a saint of our Church.
In 1931, when the world was in the midst of the Great Depression and memories of the horrors of
World War I were still very much alive in the minds of Europeans, Sister Faustina is said to have
been personally visited by Jesus. According to her diary, an image was revealed to her of the Risen
Lord, from whose heart shone two rays, one red (representing blood) and the other
“pale” (symbolizing water), with the words “Jesus, I trust in you” at the bottom. (Many of you are
aware that this image is displayed in our church, on the paneling just to the left of the tabernacle).
Faustina wrote in her diary that Jesus told her, “I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish.” The entries of Sister Faustina’s diary focus on God’s mercy, the call to accept
God’s mercy and to be merciful, the need for conversion, and the call to trust in Jesus. The celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday on the Second Sunday of Easter, then, gives us an opportunity to reflect on the theme of how God’s mercy can overcome sin and, as the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments states, “a perennial invitation to the Christian world to
face, with confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and trials that men and women will
experience in the years to come.”

The theme of tender compassion and Divine Mercy is certainly echoed by the Gospel passage (John
20: 19-31) that we hear on this Second Sunday of Easter in which the Risen Christ, appearing to the
disciples who were huddled behind locked doors for fear of the angry crowds, gently encouraged
the skeptical Thomas to touch his wounds “and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” The understanding, mercy and encouraging love of Jesus is so evident in that moment.
As we continue to celebrate the victory of the Risen Christ over the powers of sin and death, may
we always be confident of the boundless mercy offered us by our loving God.
Joy and peace in the Risen Christ,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

→

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
A (final) message from a Junior High Student of St. Theresa Catholic School’s
Class of 2019
As I write my last bulletin article, I reflect on all of my years at St. Theresa and all of the school and parish Masses.
Graduating from St. Theresa Catholic School this May really brings to mind all of the school Masses and how important they have been to developing my deep faith. Every week, every year, every priest encouraged us as students to grow in our faith by growing closer to God, Christ, and our communities. I didn't just sit in Mass, I really participated by listening and praying. I think we have to do both. If we just pray, I think we are focused on what we
want or need to say to God. If we also listen, we can open our hearts and minds to what God wants to say to each
of us. This is why I have left every Mass with some new thought, and it's also why I asked to write these bulletin articles. I believe it's so important to share how important our faith is, no matter if we are celebrating life or struggling
in it. Faith is how I have gotten through everything I have up until now. During my nightly prayers, by giving thanks,
asking for forgiveness, or asking for God to help me or others, I have taken what I have learned in Catholic school
Mass outside of the "classroom" into my everyday life. I have faith that this will help me through the rest of my life,
through all of the ups and downs. I hope you have also found deep faith and that it carries you through your journeys. I am grateful to Father Chuck, all of the priests and teachers at St. Theresa, and most of all, to God and Jesus
Christ. May God bless you.
What a wonderful gift this student of our parish school has given us by sharing
his spiritual insights with the parish community over the course of these past
two years! We wish him – and all the members of the STCS Class of 2019 –
God’s blessings and continued guidance as they prepare to go forth to the high
school of their choice.

PARISH NEWS
Today is
DIVINE MERCY
SUNDAY

Lord Jesus, increase my trust in
You and in Your promises of the
great graces for praying the
Chaplet and Novena of Divine
Mercy. May my prayer be pleasing to You and bring souls closer
to Your Sacred Heart. Help us to fear nothing
and place our trust in You.
Lord Jesus, Son of the Living God, have
mercy on us and on the whole world. AMEN.
Please take home with you a pamphlet of the
“Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet” located in
the Church pews. Remember to pray these powerful prayers all year round for your personal
intentions. For more information please visit:
www.the divinemercy.org.

Trust in Mercy and Be Merciful

~ Parishioner Updates ~
If you have had a name, email,
phone or address change, new birth
in the family, etc. within the past
year, please call Carrie Vinesky in
the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850
with your new information. We
appreciate your help in keeping our database up to date
and helping us cut our postage costs!

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint,
Charlie Brown!”

The Peanuts Gang
can’t wait to see you
at Vacation Bible
School from June
17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon. We have a need for SET
-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders
for Crafts, Snacks, Games and other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are invited to be a CIT
(counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted
for anyone who needs them. Good grief, it will be such
a great time! You can even bring your security blanket.
Please
email
Gina
Keating
at
gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more info or call 602-8400850. Keep a lookout for updates in the bulletin.
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The 2019 Charity
And Development
Appeal (CDA)

Congratulations to our youngest
members of the Catholic Church
who received the Sacraments of
Initiation during the Easter Vigil:
Oliver Lee McSweeney
and Conrad Raymond Nava.
Welcome and Congratulations!

Praise For Parents

Monday, May 13th from 8:00-9:00AM
in the Convent Upper Room.
This monthly program is designed for parents with children of any age. Join Father JC and Kelly Bennan to
energize your spirit with uplifting presentations, discussions and humor as we consider the idea of love and
creativity. Come share an hour with us and surround
yourself with love, encouragement and kindness! Join
us for one class… or treat yourself to the program every
month! Classes are offered on a drop-in basis and do
not depend on prior attendance.

~ Special Thanks
To Our Bulletin Advertisers ~

We would like to extend a “special thank you” to all
of the parishioners and friends of St. Theresa Parish
who support the publication of our parish bulletin
by placing an advertisement for their business or
professional services in our weekly bulletin. It is
through their generosity and support that we are
able to share with you important parish news along
with various ministry opportunities in our community and the Diocese. Thanks again to all of our bulletin advertisers for your continued patronage – may
God bless you and your businesses!

Thank you to all parish families
who have already made their
pledge to the 2019 CDA.
Each and every gift is important,
no matter how big or small.
Join us in supporting the vital
programs and services throughout
the Diocese of Phoenix.
These programs and services
reach beyond the boundaries of
any one parish to all of our Phoenix-area community. Make your
gift today online at dphx.org/cda or
by sending in a pledge card.

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not only by visiting those who are in poor health
but also by raising them up through the sacrament of
anointing and by nourishing them with the Eucharist
during their illness and when they are in danger of
death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine
Worship, 7 December 1972)
BUNCO: Monday, May 20th at
1:45PM in Fr Feeney Hall. Come
to make new friends, and have a
laugh or two. For more information
please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802
The Alzheimer’s Support Group… meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday, April 30th at 4:00 PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and need the support of others
please come by and see if this is the group for you.
Prayer Intentions: If you or someone you know
needs prayer, please place a request at the “Prayer Table” in the Church near the statue of St. Theresa in the
South Vestibule.

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
The New Evangelization is a task of apostolic (or pastoral) action. Authentic
apostolic action is nothing other than acts
of true love done for the love of God and
for all our brothers and sisters. Pastoral
Care is always looking for “Kitchen
Angels” to help with Senior Luncheons
and Funeral Receptions. If you feel called to serve in
this capacity or have questions contact Maureen @ 602
-586-7429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

‘I desire that (Eucharistic) Adoration take place for the intention of
imploring Mercy for the World’.
(Diary of St. Fautina)

Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

OPTION #1:
The Grief Recovery Method®
- Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Monday Evenings 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 3rd, 10th 17th, 24th
July 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
OPTION #2:
For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesday evenings 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
July 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
For more information on the two options, please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office at 602-5867429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

DIOCESAN NEWS
Young Catholic
Professionals
is a growing non-profit
organization for young professionals between the ages
of 20-40. YCP organizes exciting events (executive
speaker series, networking happy hours, and retreats)
for young catholic professionals to network and get
more connected to the Catholic community, receive
mentorship, and learn from high caliber Catholic professionals who are living out the Faith in their professional lives. Our next event is an executive speaker series
on Wednesday, May 1st at 7PM at St. Theresa Parish
hosting Allen Sears from Alliance Defending Freedom.
Catholic Medical Association Meeting: Conscience
Objection Saturday, May 4th from 10AM-2PM at
the Diocesan Pastoral Center, cost $12. Join the growing
membership of Catholic medical professionals for an
enjoyable morning of worship, fellowship, and formation. We will begin at 10AM with Adoration and
Confessions, followed by 11AM Mass and then a light
luncheon while listening to Dr. Tom Shellenberger,
President of the Catholic Medical Association of Phoenix, provide an engaging presentation on Conscience
Objection for medical providers. Please check the Diocesan website events page for registration!
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Christ said
“Receive the Holy Spirit”. Bring the Holy Spirit into
your marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend on May 17th-19th in Phoenix or June
21st-23rd in Green Valley. To apply online, or for more
information visit www.wwmearizona.com.
TV Mass For The Homebound: With the hope of
bringing comfort to family members who are homebound or hospitalized, the Diocese of Phoenix broadcasts the Catholic Mass each Sunday at 9AM on AZTV
channel 7 and at youtube.com/phoenixdio.... Please invite your loved ones who are unable to attend church to
join us for spiritual nourishment. May God bless you.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(APRIL 29TH-MAY 5TH)

MONDAY, APRIL 29TH
6:30AM +ROBERT ALLEN BROWN-FR. JC
TUESDAY, APRIL 30TH
6:30AM +MICHAEL JOHNS-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1ST
6:30AM +MARY JANE LAWS-FR. JC
8:30AM STCS STUDENTS, SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, MAY 2ND
6:30AM +JOSEPH M. KRIMPLE-FR. JC
FRIDAY, MAY 3RD
6:30AM +ALEX MIXON-FR. JC
SATURDAY, MAY 4TH
8:00AM +GERI ARRIOLA-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, MAY 5TH
7:30AM PASTORAL CARE EMS, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
9:00AM +CASSANDRA ALLEN-FR. CHUCK
11:00AM +PETER KUPCIK-FR. JC
5:00PM KATHY GRIZZLE, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of April 28, 2019

Sunday Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; Rev
1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31
Monday Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Jn 3:7b15
Wednesday Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn
3:16-21
Thursday Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20;
Jn 3:31-36
Friday 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Jn 14:6-14
Saturday Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:1621
Sunday Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12,
13; Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 or Jn 21:1-14

Sunday
9:00AM RCIA (Convent Upper Rm)
10:30PM 3rd Grade Sacrament Retreat & Fair
(Fr. Feeney Hall)
RE Classes (School Classrooms)
12:30PM 4th-12th Grade Sacrament Prep (Classroom 17)
1:00PM Infant Baptisms (Church)
6:00PM Life Night (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Monday
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Edge (Life Rm/Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Tuesday
4:00PM Alzheimer Support Group
(Parish Conference Rm)
SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
11:30AM Senior Luncheon (Fr. Feeney Hall)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Pastoral Council Mtg. (Club Rm)
Rosary (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Young Catholic Professionals (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Orientation
(Parish Conference Rm)
Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
7:30PM Praise & Worship (Church)
Friday
6:30PM Communion & Liberation (Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
5:00PM KOC Wine Festival (Fr. Feeney Hall)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

