ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2019

My Brothers and Sisters,
This weekend of the Forth Sunday of Easter is also an important one on the secular calendar, since we also celebrate
Mother’s Day this Sunday.
Mother’s Day has a fascinating history (and, in case you didn’t know, I’m a bit of a history buff!). Most Americans
attribute the beginnings of Mother’s Day to Anna Reeves Jarvis, a resident of Grafton, West Virginia. Ms. Jarvis
had, in the years immediately following the Civil War, spearheaded efforts to bring the mothers of both Confederate
and Union soldiers together – along with their ex-soldier sons – to promote reconciliation in a “Mother’s Friendship
Day.” This effort provided the seeds of a memorial held for her own mother at St. Andrew’s Methodist Church in
Grafton in 1908: this is commonly seen as the “birthday” of Mother’s Day. The idea caught on – and, in 1914,
Mother’s Day became an official holiday in the United States. Interestingly, Anna Jarvis became disgusted by 1920
with the commercial excesses that began to be associated with Mother’s Day – and spent much of her later life trying
to have the holiday removed from the calendar! But, as we all know – and are no doubt grateful for – Mother’s Day
survived, to be celebrated in the United States on the second Sunday of May each year. Yes, the day has become
somewhat commercialized in our country – but at its roots, it’s still a day to honor and give thanks to God for our
own mothers, living and deceased… as well as for all mothers in our community.
With all due respect to the various efforts of Ms. Jarvis, part of what’s really fascinating about Mother’s Day is that
the idea of honoring mothers with a special celebration had already been thought of “a few” years earlier…
Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced all the way back to the cultures of ancient Greece
and Rome, where festivals were held in honor of the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele (and, by extension, “human motherhood” was honored). The clearest precedent, though, to the modern celebration of
Mother’s Day is a Christian festival known as “Mothering Sunday,” which began in the United Kingdom as
an explicitly religious event of the 16th Century, with no connection to mothers at all. The word "mothering" referred to the "mother church", which is to say the main church or cathedral of the region. It became a tradition that,
on the Fourth Sunday of Lent, people would return to their mother church for a special service. This pilgrimage was
apparently known as "going a-mothering", and became something of a holiday event, with domestic servants traditionally given the day off to visit their own families as well as their mother church.
Despite its long existence in British culture, Mothering Sunday eventually fell out of fashion at the dawn of the 20th
Century. This is where a lady named Constance Penswick-Smith enters the picture. The daughter of a vicar, she
thought the loss of Mothering Sunday was a great shame, and worked hard to rekindle interest in the holiday. Her
determination paid off, and the fading festival was restored to the culture of the country in the 1930’s and 40’s, only
now with much more of a focus on celebrating motherhood - due to the influence of the American celebration of
Mother’s Day.
Some version of Mother’s Day is now celebrated pretty much worldwide, on different days in different cultures.
Why? Probably because it’s hard to deny that every human being has a great debt of gratitude to his or her mother –
for bringing them to term, giving birth and (more often than not) nurturing them, loving them and forming them into
the adults they eventually become.
Thank you, mothers, for answering the call to motherhood!
Easter peace and joy,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
PARISH NEWS
Third Grade Sacrament Prep:
REMINDER for Third Grade Parents, The
Confirmation/First Eucharist Mass Rehearsal is THIS Friday, May 17th, at 6PM
in the church with sponsors. See you then!
Blessings ~the Sacramental Prep Team

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint, Charlie Brown!”

Praise For Parents

Monday, May 13th
8:00-9:00AM
Convent Upper Room
This monthly program is designed for parents with children of any age. Join Father JC and Kelly Bennan to
energize your spirit with uplifting presentations, discussions and humor as we consider the idea of love and
creativity. Come share an hour with us and surround
yourself with love, encouragement and kindness! Join
us for one class… or treat yourself to the program every
month! Classes are offered on a drop-in basis and do
not depend on prior attendance.
~ Parishioner Updates ~
If you have had a name, email,
phone or address change, new birth
in the family, etc. within the past
year, please call Carrie Vinesky in
the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850
with your new information. We
appreciate your help in keeping our database up to date
and helping us cut our postage costs!
Mail Received At The Parish Office For Parishioners Incidents have been reported to the Diocesan
Pastoral Center where inappropriate, unsolicited mail
has been sent to parishioners in care of their parishes. How does the sender know which parish to send a
letter to, addressed to a specific parish family? The
newspaper and online obituaries. These letters take advantage of grieving families, and the senders are able to
put together the name of the family with the church
where the funeral Mass is celebrated. Rather than to
subject a bereaved family to a disturbing or inappropriate mailing, St. Theresa Parish reserves the right to open
and/or refuse any mail delivered to a parishioner in care
of the Parish Office. If the mailing is “legitimate” (i.e.,
not a solicitation or inappropriate message), we will of
course forward it to the parishioner to whom it is addressed. Otherwise it will be destroyed. Thank you for
your understanding!

The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon.
We have a need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and
other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are
invited to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them.
Good grief, it will be such a great time! You can even
bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more information or
call the Parish Office at 602-840-0850. Keep a lookout
for updates in the bulletin.

Vacation Bible School Volunteers:
There will be a volunteer meeting
tomorrow, May 13th at 6PM in the
Parish Office Conference Room.
If you can’t attend but still want to
help please email Gina Keating at
gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.
Thank you!

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ
Certificate/Letter Requests We ask that all requests
for copies of Sacramental Certificates/letters/forms be
given a minimum of 5 business days to be completed.
All requests will be processed within 10 business days
on a first come/first serve basis. PLEASE NOTE: All
Sacramental certificate requests REQUIRE a photo ID
and a request form to be filled out. If the certificate request is for a minor, a legal guardian will need to provide a photo ID and fill out the request form. For any
questions, please contact Carrie Vinesky the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850.

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
BUNCO: Monday, May 20th
at 1:45PM in Fr Feeney Hall.
Come to make new friends, and
have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2019

Pray For Those...

Who Have Died: Johanna Parsons
& Irma Rodriguez
Who Are Sick: Bill Haugen
& Pearl Musenbrock
Prayer Intentions: If you or someone you know needs prayer, please
place a request at the “Prayer Table”
in the Church near the statue of St.
Theresa in the South Vestibule.
The Alzheimer’s Support Group… meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 28th at 4:00 PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and need the support of others
please come by and see if this is the group for you.

Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

OPTION #1:
The Grief Recovery Method®
Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving
Beyond Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Monday Evenings 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 3rd, 10th 17th, 24th
July 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
OPTION #2:
For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesday evenings 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
July 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
For more information on the two options,
please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office
at 602-586-7429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Seniors and Friends
Luncheon

Wednesday, June 5th
11:30AM
Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
(Leave a message if you get Andrea’s voicemail).
You can also RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish
website (www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on
“Senior Luncheon Registration”
$10.00 per person.
RSVP deadline is Friday, May 31st!!!
At the June Luncheon, we will be collecting toiletries
for St. Vincent de Paul. They are in need of full sized
items of toothpaste, deodorant, toothbrushes, toilet paper, shampoo, shaving cream, razors, diapers, dish
soap, laundry soap, and paper towels. Thank you for
your generosity.

DIOCESAN NEWS

Our parish, St. Theresa Parish, and the Diocese of
Phoenix are built on the works of many great saints,
such as Padre Eusebio Kino and St. Junipero Serra.
These two great men, amoung others, are responsible for bringing the Gospel to the Southwest. Just
like them, we are called to be saints and to continue
to bring the good news of the love of Jesus to the
Diocese of Phoenix.
Our parish is joining every Catholic in our diocese
in inviting you to do just that through the Together
Let Us Go Forth Campaign. This campaign looks
to the future of our parish and of our Diocese and
asks you to consider how God is calling you. Fr.
Chuck invites you to ask God for an open heart to
hear how He is calling you and what He is asking
you do to build up the Kingdom of God.
More information about the Together Let Us Go
Forth Campaign is coming soon. To learn more
in the meantime, you can find videos and articles on
the campaign website: www.TogetherGoForth.org.
Together, let us go forth to bring the good news to
the people of the Diocese of Phoenix!

“Tears Speak… But Spirits Soar” Tears Speak is a
support group for women suffering the loss of a child to
abortion, who wish to take a step on the healing journey. The next two meetings are scheduled for May 14th
and June 11th. These meetings are held the second
Tuesday of each month at Mount Claret, (main office)
Library, 4633 North 54th Street, Phoenix. Meetings
begin at 7PM and conclude at 8:30PM. For a confidential discussion, please call Patty/Tears Speak at Church
of the Holy Spirit at 480-838-7474.
Foster Care Families Needed For Refugee Children
Children are in need of loving families. Our Unaccompanied Minor Program, a program of Catholic
Charities, prepares families to receive refugee children resettled in the U.S. They are vulnerable children
who arrive without their families and are alone in this
new country. For more information and to attend our
next informational session, please contact Erika Peña at
602-530-5513 or epena@cc-az.org.
Healing Of Memories Workshop For Veterans
May 17th-19th at the Franciscan Renewal Center (5802
East Lincoln Drive) in Scottsdale. The workshop is designed to provide the participants with a safe experiential and interactive way to address anger, loss, grief and
guilt. The workshop is free of charge to any service
member or veteran, including all meals and two nights
lodging. It begins with dinner at 6PM on Friday, May
17th and ends at 2PM on Sunday, May 19th. People
who have attended this workshop say that it was a major step in their healing from their psychological and
spiritual wounds. Transportation provided to those who
need it. Contact Mike Wold with questions or to register
at Michael_w_wold@msn.com or 651-687-9767.
TV Mass For The Homebound: With the hope of
bringing comfort to family members who are homebound or hospitalized, the Diocese of Phoenix broadcasts the Catholic Mass each Sunday at 9AM on AZTV
channel 7 and at youtube.com/phoenixdio.... Please invite your loved ones who are unable to attend church to
join us for spiritual nourishment. May God bless you.
Multi-Parish Singles Our mission is to work as a
team to provide options for individual growth and development in a healthy, down-to-earth, Singles fellowship environment. We offer affordable, cultural, educational, recreational, spiritual, and events to all Singles
(includes never-married, single parents, divorced and
widowed) age 21 and older (NO dues!). Activities allowing us to meet new faces and see new places in a
non-threatening atmosphere, are numerous and varied.
For a list of activities, visit www.multiparishsingles.org
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(MAY 13TH-MAY 19TH)

MONDAY, MAY 13TH
6:30AM +DORIS THEISEN-FR. CHUCK
8:30AM BRET ROWE, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
TUESDAY, MAY 14TH
6:30AM +NORMA J. LUGO-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15TH
6:30AM +NORMA J. LUGO-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, MAY 16TH
6:30AM NORMA J. LUGO-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, MAY 17TH
6:30AM +ROSA FAVOR SO-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH
8:00AM +DORIS THEISEN-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JOACHIM
SUNDAY, MAY 19TH
7:30AM +DORIS THEISEN-FR. CHUCK
9:00AM +EALLY REED-FR. JOACHIM
11:00AM +VERONICA DURAN-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM BILL HAUGEN, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of May 12, 2019

Sunday Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5; Rev 7:9,
14b-17; Jn 10:27-30
Monday Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; Jn 10:1-10
Tuesday Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8;
Jn 15:9-17
Wednesday Acts 12:24—13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8;
Jn 12:44-50
Thursday Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27;
Jn 13:16-20
Friday Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab; Jn 14:1-6
Saturday Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 14:7
-14
Sunday Acts 14:21-27; Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; Rev
21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35

Sunday
10:15AM RCIC (Club Rm)
10:30AM RE Classes (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Monday
8:00AM Praise For Parents (Convent Upper Rm)
6:00PM VBS Volunteer Mtg. (Parish Conference Rm)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM STCS Graduation Mass (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Class (Parish Conference Rm)
Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
Friday
6:00PM Confirmation/First Eucharist
Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Communion & Liberation (Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
11:00AM Confirmation/First Eucharist Mass (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

