ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2019

My Brothers and Sisters,
He said, ‘I am but a messenger from your Lord, [come] to announce to you the gift of a pure son.’
She said, ‘How can I have a son when no man has touched me? I have not been unchaste.’
It may surprise you to know that the above quote – referring to the Annunciation of the Angel Gabriel
to Mary, the mother of Jesus – is not found in the Gospel of Luke, but rather in Islam’s holy book, the
Qu’ran (Sura 19, 19-20). The Qu’ran actually contains two stories of the Annunciation: the other is
in Sura 3. Mary is the only woman mentioned by name in the Qur’an and has an entire chapter named
after her (Sura 19, “Maryam”) and is honored by Muslims as the Virgin Mother of Jesus.
It seems to me that, in an era when Islamophobia is on the rise, it seems particularly important for
Catholic Christians to realize that – in addition to sharing our belief in the one God (Jews, Muslims and
Christians alike profess belief in the “God of Abraham) - Muslims also share a reverence for Mary.
While contrasting ideas about Jesus have long been a dividing line between Christianity and Islam
(Christians call Jesus the Son of God, while Muslims call him a prophet), his mother Mary can more
easily be seen as an interreligious bridge.
This is exactly how she is viewed in the Second Vatican Council’s document on the relationship between the Catholic Church and non-Christians, Nostra Aetate, which explicitly mentions Mary as a
point of agreement between Catholics and Muslims: “[Muslims] also honor Mary, [Jesus’] Virgin Mother; at times they even call on her with devotion.”
Like Catholics, Muslims believe Mary to be pure, courageous and faithful. They also believe that she
was free from sin. The Qur’an calls her an example for believers, a woman of truth, a sign for all peoples and chosen above all women. Some medieval Muslim scholars even argued that Mary was a
prophet (this was a minority position, however). The famous Muslim poet Rumi devotes a full chapter
of his magnum opus, the Mathnawi, to the Visitation—when John the Baptist leaped in Elizabeth’s
womb at Mary’s greeting in Lk 1:41. Rumi described Mary as a “woman with a silent heart” and “a
lovely branch which when touched by a sweet breeze gave birth to Jesus the rose.
It’s interesting to note that there are several Marian shrines throughout the world that are frequented
by Catholics, other Christians and Muslims alike. Not only in Syria and Algeria, but there is Meryem Ana
Evi in Turkey, which was visited by Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. In Lebanon, a Muslim
-majority country with a significant Christian minority, March 25 (the feast of the Annunciation) has
been declared a national holiday. The idea originated with a Muslim, who also created the day’s motto, “Together around Mary, Our Lady.” Perhaps we should look to our Blessed Mother to be a bridgebuilder between Catholicism and Islam!
In this month of May – a month that has long been regarded in the calendar of the Catholic Church
honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary – and, as our Muslim brothers and sisters are now observing their
holy and penitential month of Ramadan (which culminates with the joyful celebration of Eid al Fitr,
this year happening in early June) – may we ask the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary as we pray for
peace in our world and a greater understanding and respect among Christians, Muslims and Jews.
Grace and Easter peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor
(Many thanks to Cardinal Blase Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, whose insights formed the basis of today’s Reflections column)

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
PARISH NEWS
~ Parishioner Updates ~
If you have had a name, email,
phone or address change, new birth
in the family, etc. within the past
year, please call Carrie Vinesky in
the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850
with your new information. We appreciate your help in keeping our database up to date
and helping us cut our postage costs!

Congratulations
to the 2019
St. Theresa Parish
Perpetual
Endowment Fund
Scholarship
Recipients!
Nicholas Butkiewicz and Jessyla Garcia
were awarded a St. Theresa Parish
Perpetual Fund Scholarship
to a Catholic High School.
Recipients are selected based on a
combination of factors including:
their academic achievement, community
service/parish outreach, an essay, and a
teacher recommendation. These scholarship
awards provide each recipient with $2,000
to be applied to their tuition for each year of
high school for a total scholarship
opportunity of $8,000.
Congratulations to Nicholas and Jessyla
who were selected from a group of
very worthy applicants! We wish all STCS
eighth-graders & other eighth-grade
parishioners all the best as they migrate to
their respective high schools!

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint, Charlie Brown!”

The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to Noon.
We have a need for SET-trained adults who can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks, Games and
other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are
invited to be a CIT (counselor in training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them.
Good grief, it will be such a great time! You can even
bring your security blanket. Please email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for more information or
call the Parish Office at 602-840-0850. Keep a lookout
for updates in the bulletin.
Mail Received At The Parish Office For Parishioners Incidents have been reported to the Diocesan
Pastoral Center where inappropriate, unsolicited mail
has been sent to parishioners in care of their parishes. How does the sender know which parish to send a
letter to, addressed to a specific parish family? The
newspaper and online obituaries. These letters take advantage of grieving families, and the senders are able to
put together the name of the family with the church
where the funeral Mass is celebrated. Rather than to
subject a bereaved family to a disturbing or inappropriate mailing, St. Theresa Parish reserves the right to open
and/or refuse any mail delivered to a parishioner in care
of the Parish Office. If the mailing is “legitimate” (i.e.,
not a solicitation or inappropriate message), we will of
course forward it to the parishioner to whom it is addressed. Otherwise it will be destroyed. Thank you for
your understanding!
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Pray For Those...
Congratulations
to all the
Children and Teens
who Received the
Sacraments of
Confirmation and Holy
Eucharist May 18th!
You and Your Families are in
our Prayers
as You Walk in Love
Throughout Your Lifetime!

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
BUNCO: Monday, June 10th
at 1:45PM in Fr Feeney Hall.
Come to make new friends, and
have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802

Who Are Sick: Roxana Aledo,
Christina Gavin & Richard Stratz
Grief Group Options at St. Theresa Parish

OPTION #1:The Grief Recovery Method®
Grief Support Group
The Action Program for Moving Beyond
Death, Divorce, and Other Losses
Mondays 6-8PM Parish Conference Room
Facilitated by Maureen Schaaf:
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 3rd, 10th 17th, 24th
July 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th
OPTION #2:
For anyone grieving the death of a loved one.
The NEW DAY JOURNAL, a Catholic based process.
Tuesdays 6-8 PM Parish Conference Room
Summer 2019 Dates:
June 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
July 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
For more information on the two options,
please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office
at 602-586-7429 or mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.

Seniors and Friends
Luncheon

Wednesday, June 5th
11:30AM - Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton
at 602-214-0553
(Leave a message if you get Andrea’s voicemail).
You can also RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish
website (www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on
“Senior Luncheon Registration”
$10.00 per person.
RSVP deadline is THIS Friday, May 31st!!!
At the June Luncheon, we will be collecting toiletries
for St. Vincent de Paul.
The Alzheimer’s Support Group… meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting will be on
Tuesday, May 28th at 4:00 PM in the Parish Office
Conference Room. If you are caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s or dementia and need the support of others
please come by and see if this is the group for you.

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
DIOCESAN NEWS
St. Theresa Parish
is blessed to be part
of the body of
Christ. This year,
we are excited as
we join every parish and mission in the Diocese of Phoenix in an exciting and historic effort. The Together Let Us Go
Forth Campaign is a diocesan effort for discipleship and evangelization. We have all been richly
blessed by God in many ways. This campaign is an
opportunity for us to give with this same generosity
so that all people in our community can come to
know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. You can
find videos and articles on the campaign website:
www.TogetherGoForth.org. Together, let us go
forth to carry the cross of Christ to our brothers and
sisters in the Diocese of Phoenix! Thank you for
your participation in this effort that will benefit so
many.

“Tears Speak…But Spirits Soar” Tears Speak is an
ongoing support group for women who have suffered
the loss of a child through abortion and wish to experience healing through sharing, in a confidential, safe environment. Group meetings take place on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7PM at Mount Claret, Main
Office Library, 4633 N. 54th Street in Phoenix. Next
two meetings scheduled for June 11th and July 9th. For
a confidential discussion, please call Patty/Tears Speak,
Church of the Holy Spirit @ 480-838-7474.
Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. Anthony
Youth Festival!
Immaculate Heart of Mary & St. Anthony Parish will
be having a Youth Festival from July 24th-28th at
Camp Geronimo (2599 West Webber Creek Road) in
Payson, AZ. This fun and exciting event will be hosted
by missionaries of the Religious Family of the Incarnate
Word. All teens, ages 13-18 from the Diocese of Phoenix are invited to participate. Cost $140 per person
(discount for siblings). For more information and to register, please email jovenesjornada@gmail.com or call
602-253-6129.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(MAY 27TH-JUNE 2ND)

Sunday
Monday
Memorial Day - Parish Office Closed

MONDAY, MAY 27TH
6:30AM +CAROL PRINSTER-FR. JOACHIM
TUESDAY, MAY 28TH
6:30AM +JOSEPH BOYCE-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 29TH
6:30AM +KENNETH PLANTE-FR. JOACHIM
THURSDAY, MAY 30TH
6:30AM +JOHANNA PARSONS-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, MAY 31ST
6:30AM +MARIE & ALBERT FLEMING-FR. JOACHIM
SATURDAY, JUNE 1ST
8:00AM +MARY JANE LAWS-FR. JOACHIM
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JC
SUNDAY, JUNE 2ND
7:30AM +JOSEPH M. KRIMPLE-FR. JOACHIM
9:00AM MANDY & MICHAEL JACHIMEK,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
11:00AM +PETER KUPCIK-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM +IRMA RODRIGUEZ-FR. CHUCK
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~Readings ~
Week of May 26, 2019

Sunday Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rev 21:10-14,
22-23; Jn 14:23-29
Monday Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Jn
15:26-16:4a
Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138: 1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5
-11
Wednesday Acts 17:15, 22—18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14;
Jn 16:12-15
Thursday Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47: 2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or
Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53
Friday Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16; Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk
1:39-56
Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10; Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or
Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53

Tuesday
4:00PM Alzheimer Support (Parish Conference Rm)
SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Fr. Feeney Hall)
7:30PM Praise & Worship (Church)
Friday
6:30PM Communion & Liberation (Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

