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My Brothers and Sisters,
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord in place of the Seventh Sunday of Easter.
It’s a significant solemnity of our Church, ranking in importance on the Church calendar only after Easter
(the “highest holy day” of our Church). Four solemnities rank right behind Easter: Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost.
The day on which the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is celebrated can be confusing to Catholics in
the United States. Those of us “of a certain age” grew up always celebrating Ascension Thursday; the fortieth day of the Easter Season. Some areas of the United States - and some 55 nations in our world – continue
to celebrate the Ascension on Thursday… while in many parts of the world (including most of the US), the
Ascension has been moved to Sunday. In our own country, this past Thursday was a holy day of obligation in
the ecclesiastical provinces of Boston, Hartford, New York, Newark, Philadelphia and Omaha. (An ecclesiastical province is a geographical area “led” by an Archdiocese with a group of dioceses,” usually surrounding
the Archdiocese. We are part of the Province of Santa Fe – which, in addition to the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe, includes the Dioceses of Phoenix, Tucson, Gallup and Las Cruces).
Why exactly did the Church allow entire countries or ecclesiastical provinces the option of continuing to celebrate the Ascension on Thursday or transferring the solemnity to the Seventh Sunday of Easter? In the
1980’s and 90’s, bishops in many places of the world became concerned that the Thursday celebration of
the Ascension kept many Catholics from a “full adherence” to this holy day of obligation – again, one of the
four most important solemnities ranked just behind Easter. “Full adherence” involves both a mandatory
participation in Mass and “a contemplative removal from the world of work and other routine obligations.”
The Solemnity of the Ascension is important to Catholics as an integral part of the redemptive work of
Christ, beginning with His betrayal, suffering and death, followed by the Easter celebration of his resurrection and concluding with the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. So that it may be celebrated on Sunday, "the foremost holy day of obligation in the universal Church" [Code of Canon Law §1246], the Holy See
allowed the feast to be moved from Thursday to the following Sunday. In the United States, approval to
transfer the feast was obtained in 1999. By decree of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, authority to implement the change was granted to the ecclesiastical provinces. Provinces in the western part
of our country were among the first to move the feast to the Seventh Sunday of Easter. This change has also
been made in many countries around the world.
In a nutshell, the transfer of the Solemnity of the Ascension to Sunday gives a greater number of Catholics
the opportunity to truly celebrate the Ascension of the Lord – not only with Mass attendance, but by taking
a day of rest (which is hopefully “standard operating procedure” for most of us on a Sunday!) It’s interesting
to note that – at least for the ecclesiastical province of Santa Fe – only one of the Church’s primary holy
days is not celebrated on a Sunday: Christmas. The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, though, does not
“need” to be moved to a Sunday in order to underscore its specialness – December 25th is already a holiday/
non-work day across most of the world and so is a day when “full adherence to the holy day of obligation” is
readily possible for the majority of Catholics. (Many countries still celebrating Ascension Thursday actually
observe this fortieth day of Easter as a national holiday, giving their people a “day of rest” on this solemnity… as well as the ready opportunity to attend Mass. Hence, in these places, there is no need to transfer
the solemnity to Sunday).
One of the many blessings of our Catholic Faith is that the Church continues to recognize the needs of the
People of God in various times and places, and adapts where possible to ensure her people a “full, conscious and active” participation in the Liturgy that celebrates the mysteries of our faith.
In Christ’s peace,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

ASCENSION OF THE LORD
PARISH NEWS
~ Parishioner Updates ~
If you have had a name, email,
phone or address change, new birth
in the family, etc. within the past
year, please call Carrie Vinesky in
the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850
with your new information. We appreciate your help in keeping our database up to date
and helping us cut our postage costs!
Certificate/Letter Requests We ask that all requests
for copies of Sacramental Certificates/letters/forms be
given a minimum of 5 business days to be completed.
All requests will be processed within 10 business days
on a first come/first serve basis. PLEASE NOTE: All
Sacramental certificate requests REQUIRE a photo ID
and a request form to be filled out. If the certificate request is for a minor, a legal guardian will need to provide a photo ID and fill out the request form. For any
questions, please contact Carrie Vinesky the Parish Office @ 602-840-0850.
Mail Received At The Parish Office For Parishioners Incidents have been reported to the Diocesan
Pastoral Center where inappropriate, unsolicited mail
has been sent to parishioners in care of their parishes. How does the sender know which parish to send a
letter to, addressed to a specific parish family? The
newspaper and online obituaries. These letters take advantage of grieving families, and the senders are able to
put together the name of the family with the church
where the funeral Mass is celebrated. Rather than to
subject a bereaved family to a disturbing or inappropriate mailing, St. Theresa Parish reserves the right to open
and/or refuse any mail delivered to a parishioner in care
of the Parish Office. If the mailing is “legitimate” (i.e.,
not a solicitation or inappropriate message), we will of
course forward it to the parishioner to whom it is addressed. Otherwise it will be destroyed. Thank you for
your understanding!

Save the Date:
“You’re a Saint, Charlie Brown!”

The Peanuts Gang can’t wait to see you at Vacation
Bible School from June 17th-June 21st, 9AM to
Noon. We have a need for SET-trained adults who
can volunteer to be station leaders for Crafts, Snacks,
Games and other areas. Also, students who completed 5th grade are invited to be a CIT (counselor in
training), and volunteer hours are counted for anyone who needs them. Good grief, it will be such a
great time! You can even bring your
security blanket. Email Gina Keating
at gkeating@sttheresaphx.org for
more information or call the Parish
Office at 602-840-0850.

Summer Reminder
As many of us take vacation time and travel out of the heat during the
summer months, we ask for your continued financial support
for the ministries of St. Theresa Parish. It is your financial tithing that enables us
to provide the ministries, facilities and services
which help us to build up the Body of Christ here at St. Theresa.
Don't forget about our electronic giving option, WeShare.
Visit our St. Theresa Parish website at www.sttheresaphx.org and click on the
Online/Electronic Giving option and follow the giving guidelines
May God continue to bless you for your ongoing support of our parish community!
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PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick, Hospitalized, Or Homebound… please call
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @
602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled
for Confession and Anointing of the Sick.
When the Church cares for the sick, it
serves Christ himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
BUNCO: Monday, June 10th
at 1:45PM in Fr Feeney Hall.
Come to make new friends, and
have a laugh or two. For more
information please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802

Pray For Those...
Who Are Sick: Carl Besich,
Maxine Gout & Janice Westfall
Alzheimer Support Group The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets on the last Tuesday of each month.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 25th at 4:00
PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If you
are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia
and need the support of others please come by and see if
this is the group for you.
Prayer Intentions: If you or
someone you know needs prayer,
place a request at the “Prayer Table”
near the statue of St. Theresa in the
South Vestibule.

~ Special Thanks To Our
Bulletin Advertisers ~

Seniors and Friends
Luncheon

Wednesday, June 5th
11:30AM - Fr. Feeney Hall
At the June Luncheon, we
will be collecting toiletries
for St. Vincent de Paul.
They are in need of full sized items of toothpaste,
deodorant, toothbrushes, toilet paper, shampoo,
shaving cream, razors, diapers, dish soap,
laundry soap, and paper towels.
Thank you for your generosity!

We would like to extend a
“special thank you” to all of the
parishioners and friends of
St. Theresa Parish who support
the publication of our parish
bulletin by placing an
advertisement for their business
or professional services
in our weekly bulletin.
It is through their generosity
and support that we are able to
share with you important parish
news along with various
ministry opportunities in our
community and the Diocese.
Thanks again to all of our
bulletin advertisers for your
continued patronage – may God
bless you and your businesses!

ASCENSION OF THE LORD
DIOCESAN NEWS
St. Theresa Parish is
blessed to be part of
the body of Christ.
This year, we are excited as we join every
parish and mission in
the Diocese of Phoenix in an exciting and historic effort.
The Together Let Us Go Forth Campaign is a diocesan
effort for discipleship and evangelization. We have all
been richly blessed by God in many ways. This campaign is an opportunity for us to give with this same
generosity so that all people in our community can
come to know the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. You
can find videos and articles on the campaign website:
www.TogetherGoForth.org. Together, let us go
forth to carry the cross of Christ to our brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Phoenix! Thank you for your participation in this effort that will benefit so many.
St. Joseph’s Youth Camp

Founded by Arizona members of the
Knights of Columbus in 1949.
Managed by St. Joseph's Youth Camp, Inc.
Generously supported by the Arizona State Council
of the Knights of Columbus.
Located 23 miles SE of Flagstaff at Mormon Lake
6 days 6 nights, Cabin Lodging, Food, Shelter
Building, Kayaking, Hiking, Archery, Telescope
and campfire nights, T-shirt, DVD of the week
and so much more! $650
JUNE 16th-22nd Ages 16-17: Camp Counselor Training and an opportunity to earn Community Service
Hours. $225 includes all activities, CPR, and all Training Materials, cabin lodging, food and
R/T transportation from Valley.
Week 2: Ages 8-12 ~ June 30th-July 6th
Week 3: Ages 8-12 ~ July 7th-13th
Week 4: Ages 8-12 ~ July 14th-20th
Space limited…Register Now !
Go to: www.SJYCAZ.com
Contact info: admin@SJYCAZ.com

“Tears Speak…But Spirits Soar” Tears Speak is an
ongoing support group for women who have suffered
the loss of a child through abortion and wish to experience healing through sharing, in a confidential, safe environment. Group meetings take place on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7PM at Mount Claret, Main
Office Library, 4633 N. 54th Street in Phoenix. Next
two meetings scheduled for June 11th and July 9th. For
a confidential discussion, please call Patty/Tears Speak,
Church of the Holy Spirit @ 480-838-7474.
Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. Anthony
Youth Festival!
Immaculate Heart of Mary & St. Anthony Parish will
be having a Youth Festival from July 24th-28th at
Camp Geronimo (2599 West Webber Creek Road) in
Payson, AZ. This fun and exciting event will be hosted
by missionaries of the Religious Family of the Incarnate
Word. All teens, ages 13-18 from the Diocese of Phoenix are invited to participate. Cost $140 per person
(discount for siblings). For more information and to register, please email jovenesjornada@gmail.com or call
602-253-6129.
TV Mass for the Homebound: With the hope of
bringing comfort to family members who are homebound or hospitalized, the Diocese of Phoenix broadcasts the Catholic Mass each Sunday at 9AM on AZTV
channel 7 and at youtube.com/phoenixdio.... Please invite your loved ones who are unable to attend church to
join us for spiritual nourishment. May God bless you.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Take
time for your marriage by attending an
upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend. For more information, to
apply online, and for weekend dates,
please visit www.wwmearizona.com.
Catholic Charities Refugee
Resettlement Program welcomes refugees with homes
furnished by community donations along with other support to help them through the
steps to become productive
members of their new communities. You can support by
adopting a family during the
holidays, organize fun fundraisers at your parish or
school and more! To begin your mission in welcoming
a family in need, call Dawn Dishman at 602-749-4463
and visit us at www.catholiccharitiesaz.org.
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Mass Intentions
&
Celebrants
(JUNE 3RD-JUNE 9TH)

MONDAY, JUNE 3RD
6:30AM JAMES & ELIZABETH NORIEGA,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, JUNE 4TH
6:30AM +MIKE LAGUNA-FR. JOACHIM
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5TH
6:30AM IN THANKSGIVING OF GILDA,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, JUNE 6TH
6:30AM IN THANKSGIVING OF GILDA,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, JUNE 7TH
6:30AM IN THANKSGIVING OF GILDA,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, JUNE 8TH
8:00AM IN THANKSGIVING OF GILDA,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, JUNE 9TH
7:30AM +JO PARSONS-FR. GREGORY
9:00AM +EDWARD OTERO-FR. JOACHIM
11:00AM +RITA MCBRIDE-FR. JC
5:00PM JANICE WESTFALL, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JOACHIM
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Sunday
1:00PM Infant Baptisms (Church)
Monday
6:00PM Grief Recovery Method
(Parish Conference Rm)
Tuesday
6:00PM New Journey Grief Group
(Parish Conference Rm)
6:30PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Knights of Columbus Mtg.
(Convent Upper Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
11:30AMSenior Luncheon (Fr. Feeney Hall)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Infant Baptism Orientation
(Parish Conference Rm)
Friday
6:30PM Covenant of Love (Fr. FeeneyHall)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

Readings ~ Week of June 2, 2019

Sunday Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 or
Monday Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;Jn 16:29-33 Tuesday Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a
Wednesday Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab; Jn 17:11b-19
Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26
Friday Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19
Saturday Day: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and 7; Jn 21:20-25 Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5;
Ps 104:1-2, 4, 35, 27-28, 29, 30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 Extended Vigil: Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-11, 12-13,14-15; Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b;
Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 or Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2, 24 and 35, 27-28, 29-30;
Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39

