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SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2019

My Brothers and sisters,
At first glance, today’s Gospel (Luke 12:49-53) is a bit jolting. What Jesus tells his disciples about
halfway through the passage seems so out-of-character: “Do you think I have come to establish
peace on the earth? No, I tell you – but rather division.”
This doesn’t sound like something we’d expect from the mouth of the Good Shepherd, the Prince of
Peace. Not peace, but division? Jesus goes on to describe how households – families – will be divided on account of him. Somehow, this seems antithetical to the message of the Gospel… particularly
if we recall the joyous proclamation of the angels at the birth of Jesus, as described in the second
chapter of Luke: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests” (Lk. 2:14).
What are we to make of this statement of Jesus in today’s Gospel? You may recall that the Gospel
passages of the past two weeks have dealt with the necessity of the disciple trusting in God, and not
in material possessions or wealth. We heard about the wealthy farmer who builds new warehouses
to store him many possessions, thinking he can then sit back and “eat drink and be merry” – only to
have God tell him “This night your life will be required of you; to whom will all your possessions and
wealth go?” Last week, we heard Jesus telling his disciples: “Provide money bags for yourselves that
do not wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief can reach nor moth destroy. For
where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” This week’s Gospel passage follows directly
on last week – in fact, in these three weeks, the Church has given us a continuous reading of the
twelfth chapter of Luke. The “undercurrent” of this entire chapter is that the disciple of Jesus cannot rely for ultimate support on those things that so many others rely on: wealth, possessions, power… and now this week, even family. The disciples trust must ultimately be on God – and God alone.
Does mean that money, possessions, success and the closest human relationships are somehow bad?
Of course not – unless they eclipse the place of God in our lives. For the person who commits to truly following Jesus Christ, all of these blessings must take their place only after God – who is central
and most important in the disciple’s life. The disciple is called to prioritize her or his relationship
with God over all else, trusting that everything else will then fall into place according to God’s will.
No one says that this is easy – and, for most of us, it’s something that we have to strive for day by
day. Some days, we will be more successful at keeping God at the center of our lives than other
days. It’s particularly challenging when we run into those situations where – as the Gospel describes
– our living a life of discipleships puts us at odds with those who are “nearest and dearest,” because
they follow a path incompatible with the one we’ve chosen. But that’s exactly when we can take
strength in what Jesus tells his disciples a little earlier in this chapter: “Do not be afraid, little flock,
for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom” (Lk 12:32).
Grace and peace in Christ,

Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH NEWS

2019 Safe Environment Training
SET Foundation
This is for
all parishioners
who wish to

begin volunteering
at

St. Theresa Parish.

Eucharistic Minister Training Our
next training for new Eucharistic Ministers is on its way! Join us on Thursday,
September 12th, at 6:00PM, or Saturday, September, 14th, at 9:00AM. Look
for registration forms coming soon!
Calling All Young People
Of The Parish, Grade 4
And Up… we need you as
an Altar Server! Join us for
new Server training on Saturday, October 5th, at 9AM, or
on our rescheduled date of
Thursday, October 10th, at 6PM. (Please note that a
parent/guardian must also be able to attend.) Look for
registration forms coming soon!

Please contact Rita Laguna in the Parish Office @ 602586-7426 to find out how to complete your Safe Environment Foundational Training.

2019 Safe Environment Training
SET Renewal
This is for
all current volunteers
who wish to continue
serving at
St. Theresa Parish.

Go to: phoenix.cmgconnect.org to renew. If you wish
to renew in person, please contact Rita Laguna in the
Parish Office @ 602-586-7426 for an appointment.
Do you have a boy in middle
school or high school that is
interested in hiking, backpacking, kayaking…? St. Theresa
Parish has an active Boy Scout
troop that is recruiting new scouts. We have scouts
from most of the local schools (you don’t have to attend
STCS). No previous scouting experience is necessary.
Meetings are weekly and at least one outdoor adventure/month. Please contact Rose Cheke @ 602-625-959.
Flag Retirement Ceremony - St. Theresa Boy Scout
Troop 147 will conduct a Flag Retirement Ceremony
on Tuesday, September 17th. If you have an American
Flag that needs to be retired, please drop it off in the
Parish Office.

Parents Of Unbaptized Children
The children’s RCIA program (based on the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults) is a family process for
children, ages 7-17, who have not been baptized and
want to join the Catholic Church. The children will eeceive the Sacraments of Initiation, which are Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist or Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil. During the year, the children will receive a better understanding of what it
means to know and love God, how to develop their relationship with Him through prayer, how the 10 Commandments apply to us today, the Sacraments of the
Catholic Church as well as Sacred Tradition and Sacred
Scripture. The importance of attending weekly Mass as
a family, as well as the classes, will be stressed. Each
student needs a sponsor who will support the child in
his/her Catholic journey. The sponsor must be a Baptized and Confirmed Catholic, who is at least 16 year of
age and is in good standing with the Catholic
Church. The children in the RCIA process will join the
adults at the Easter Vigil where they all receive the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and First
Eucharist.
Orientation is Sunday, September 8th
at 10:15AM in the Club Room
(Look for yellow sign and black arrow in the
Church Ramada pointing to a glass door).
For more, please call Gina Keating
at 602-840-0850, ext. 111
or email gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.
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Look out 2nd & 3rd Graders!
It’s a SACRAMENT YEAR!
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Pray For Those...

Who Are Sick: Fred McBride
& Rose Ann Sullivan
Who Have Died: Virginia Polombo

St. Theresa Parish is excited to begin formation for
families with children in 2nd & 3rd grades who are
registered at St. Theresa Catholic School
AND in our weekly Religious Education Program.
Children in 2nd grade receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and children in 3rd grade receive the
Sacraments of Confirmation & First Eucharist.
Both groups celebrate the Sacraments together
as large faith community!
The Parent Meeting for both Sacraments is:
Sunday, September 22nd
at 10:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall.
We will discuss our role as parents to
“pass on the faith;” the reception of the sacraments
and hand out sacrament workbooks.
If you need additional information please call
Gina Keating at 602-840-0850, ext. 111.
Parents need to preregister for the Sacraments at:
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
StTheresaChildrensCatecheticalMinistriesRegistration

Children’s Liturgy of the Word dismissal for the 9AM
Sunday Mass needs your help! If this is an area of ministry you have considered joining, then please follow
with us on Sunday, September 15th to the Pope John
Paul Room for the readings and prayers. We return
back to the Church in time for Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Children’s Liturgy is a worship experience for children
between 5 to 9-years-old, designed to help them understand the Gospel message and participate at their level.
We are in need of committed adult disciples to keep this
ministry vibrant and healthy. If you are able to support
this ministry once a month for 15-25 minutes, please
prayerfully consider it. Volunteers, who must be SET
trained, can buddy with a spouse, friend or older child.
In addition, they qualify for service hours. Training is
provided at the convenience of the volunteer. For more
information, please call Gina Keating at 602-840-0850,
ext. 111 or email gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.

Adult Faith Formation Orientation begins Sunday September 8th
following the 11AM Liturgy at noon in the Convent Upper Room.
Inquiry sessions are designed for anyone seeking more information
about the Catholic Church. All are welcome "Come and See," Jn 1:39
~ If you are an adult who wants to be fully initiated into the Catholic Church
(Baptized, Confirmed & Receive Eucharist), attend all sessions. Explore our
Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are an adult Baptized in another Christian Faith and wish to become Catholic, attend
sessions through October, and continue as you like. Explore our Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are a Baptized Catholic Adult and desire to receive First Communion/Confirmation, attend the first segment… and continue as you like. Explore your Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are already fully initiated in the Catholic Church and registered at St. Theresa Parish (Baptized, Confirmed with Eucharist) we welcome you to attend any or all of the sessions. Explore your Catholic Faith Tradition.
EXPLORE OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TRADITION
Adult Registration Forms are available in the Parish Office or online at St. Theresa Parish Website.
Special arrangements will be made to accommodate work schedules.
For more information regarding the 2019/2020 RCIA Process, contact Patty & David Pettit at
(602) 840-0850 or email pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org.

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PASTORAL CARE
Mark Your Calendars!!!!!
Seniors and Friends Luncheon
Wednesday, September 4th
11:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton at 602-2140553 (please leave a message if you get
Andrea’s voicemail). RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish website (www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on
“Senior Luncheon Registration”. $10.00 per person.
RSVP deadline Friday, August 30th.
At the September Luncheon, we will be collecting
supplies for the Teachers at St. Theresa Catholic School.
They are in need of Post-It Notes, Standard Staples,
Paper Clips, #2 Pencils, Dry Erase Markers, Hi-Lighters,
Sheet Protectors, Binder Clips, Adult Scissors,
Blue Painters Tape, Copy Paper and Glue Sticks.
Alzheimer Support Group Meets… the last Tuesday of each month. Our next meeting will be Tuesday,
August 27th at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference
Room. If you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s
or dementia and need the support of others please come
by and see if this is the group for you.
Are You Called To The Corporal
Work Of Mercy, Burying The Dead?
Pastoral Care is in need of a few more
committed individuals with these qualities,
1. Flexible schedules 2. Detail oriented
3. Able to move furnishings as needed
4. Able to ascend and descend steps safely
5. Help direct funeral attendees at Communion time, to help provide beautiful and meaningful
funeral liturgies, which St. Theresa Parish is known. If you
think you may be called to serve in this way please contact
Maureen Schaaf in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 or
mschaaf@stphx.org.

Grief Group Dates for September
Contact Maureen in the Parish Office
for more information or to register.
New Day Journal
Tuesdays @ 6:30PM
September 10th, 17th, 24th
October 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th.

BUNCO: Monday, August 19th at 1:45PM in Fr.
Feeney Hall. NO PRIOR BUNCO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY! Come make new friends, and have a
laugh or two. For more information, please call Patti
Iannucci @ 602-952-0802. $7 is collected and goes
toward cash prizes.

Parishioners Who Are Sick or Homebound… please call Maureen Schaaf in
the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 to request Holy Communion. Appointments
may also be scheduled for Confession and
Anointing of the Sick. When the Church
cares for the sick, it serves Christ himself in
the suffering members of his Mystical Body…the
Church shows this solicitude not only by visiting those
who are in poor health but also by raising them up
through the sacrament of anointing and by nourishing
them with the Eucharist during their illness and when
they are in danger of death. (Decree of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
What is Eucharistic Adoration?
Simply, Eucharistic Adoration is
adoring (feeling or expressing
deep affection, love or admiration) the body, blood, soul and
divinity of Jesus Christ truly
present in the Eucharist. During
Eucharistic Adoration we remain silent, in His presence. We may sit and adore,
pray for ourselves and others, thank Jesus for all His
blessings, or just sit and open ourselves to His graces
which flow from the Eucharist. By worshipping the
Eucharistic Jesus, the Lord draws us to Himself and
gently transforms us.
Come Give Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament a try!
Every Thursday in the Convent Chapel
From 9:00AM-7:00PM

DIOCESAN NEWS
A Huge Thank You Goes Out
To All Parish Families Who
Have Already Made A Pledge
Towards This Campaign --we are very grateful for your
support of the many Diocesan-wide efforts funded by
this Campaign including the monies that will come
back to directly help fund our own Parish projects. We
currently have over $1,000,000 pledged towards our
goal of $1,576,000. Thank you again for your ongoing
support. Pledge information for this Campaign can be
found at the doors of the church.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter “My sheep hear
my voice, says the Lord; I know them, and they follow
me.” Learn how God is calling you to more in your
marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. Visit www.wwmearizona.com.
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Mass Intentions
&
Celebrants
(August 19th-25th)

MONDAY, AUGUST 19TH
6:30AM CLAIRE HARRIS, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20TH
6:30AM +MARTINA V. SO-FR. JC
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21ST
6:30AM DAN EARLIE, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
8:30AM +IRMA RODRIGUEZ-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, AUGUST 22ND
6:30AM +SUZANNE PIER-FR. CHUCK
FRIDAY, AUGUST 23RD
6:30AM FRED MCBRIDE, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
SATURDAY, AUGUST 24TH
8:00AM +VIRGINIA POLOMBO-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25TH
7:30AM +LUIS PEÑA-FR. CHUCK
9:00AM +BOB HANSEN-FR. JC
11:00AM +JODI SHROCK-FR. CHUCK
5:00PM +NORMA JEAN LOPICCOLO-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Sunday
Monday
1:45PM Bunco (Fr. Feeney Hall)
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
6:00PM Cub Scout Pack/Den Mtg. (McMahon Gym)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study (Church)
Friday
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

Readings ~ Week of August 18, 2019

Sunday Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53
Monday Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44; Mt 19:16-22
Tuesday Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14; Mt 19:23-30
Wednesday Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 20:1-16
Thursday Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mt 22:1-14
Friday Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc-10; Mt 22:34-40
Saturday Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51
Sunday Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1, 2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13; Lk 13:22-30

