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My Brothers and Sisters,
A good priest friend of mine once made this observation that can be applied to anything from a party to prayer
time: “Just show up!” His philosophy about this saying had everything to do with “presence” – for instance, if
someone is invited to a birthday party, it usually indicates that the one celebrating the day would be uplifted by
that person’s presence. The invited guest wouldn’t necessarily have to make any speeches or say something
profound… usually in a situation like that, it’s sufficient to “just show up.” This saying can be applied in lots of
social situations – even those in which we might tend to feel awkward, worrying about “what do I say?” (think of
a friend who’s just lost a spouse, or a relative struggling with a serious illness). Often, if we “just show up,”
that’s ALL we have to do. Our presence itself speaks powerfully in situations like these – we “just show up,”
maybe give the person a hug… and really nothing else has to be said.
Our life of prayer can be similar. If we “just show up,” consciously making ourselves present to God… that’s
what’s really important. We’re showing God that our relationship with God is important enough that we take
the time to be present to God. The words we say or prayers we recite are secondary to our consciously spending time with God. When we “just show up” and spend time with God, we’re allowing God to work in our lives.
We’re consciously exposing ourselves, so to speak, to God’s grace and God’s love.
A couple of weeks ago in this column, I wrote a bit about the Liturgy – and how it is the “source and summit” of
the Catholic Christian’s life. Sunday Mass, then, is the highpoint of our prayer life each week. We have the opportunity to experience Christ made truly present in the proclamation of God’s word, in the assembly (the community gathered in faith and worship), in the priest who is leading – or presiding at – the Mass and, in a very particular way, in the Body and Blood of Christ that we receive under the appearance of bread and wine. What an
incredible gift we have: Jesus Christ - the Son of the Living God – is revealed to us in these four different ways,
one of which is by his giving himself to us as “real food and real drink” in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
He literally, then, becomes physically part of us! To experience this, we have to “just show up” – even when it
might be difficult or inconvenient. Once we “just show up,” we are invited to open ourselves to God’s presence
and to enter into that full, active, conscious participation that can make the Liturgy more meaningful and fulfilling for us and for those around us.
Now, if we understand what this “source and summit” of our faith is offering us (encountering the living Christ,
his true presence, in four different ways), it would be logical to think that once we “just show up” and participate in the Mass… we would want to stay for the entire Mass. Why in the world would we want to “duck out”
right after receiving Communion? Is it that important to be the first car at the traffic light leaving the St. Theresa campus? Do we really think the final few minutes of Mass (spending a moment in prayer with the Lord literally inside of us, listening to the concluding prayer of the Mass, hearing a few announcements and receiving a final
blessing) is a waste of time? Most Sunday Masses at St. Theresa are an hour long, or less… but no matter if the
Mass lasts 60 minutes or 50 minutes… it’s seems that the same group of “usual suspects” exits church right after
receiving Communion. Why is that?

Perhaps we can all do well to reflect on what an incredible gift the Mass truly is – the source and summit of our
faith, time with the “real presence” of Jesus Christ in four different ways, additional strength and grace to get
though the coming week… and make a conscious effort to “just show up” on time and remain until the conclusion of Mass. Think of all the blessings that God pours out upon each of us, day in and day out. With that in
mind, for us to set aside roughly an hour a week to be consciously present to God - from the time we “just show
up” for the beginning of Sunday Mass and staying ‘til the end - doesn’t seem like too much to ask.
Blessings and peace in Christ,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor
When many of you read this over the course of the weekend, I will be at St. Andrew’s Abbey in Valyermo, CA for
my annual priest’s retreat. I ask for your prayers… and assure you of mine.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
PARISH NEWS
2019 Safe Environment Training
SET Foundation

This is for all
parishioners who wish
to begin volunteering
at St. Theresa Parish.

Please contact Rita Laguna in the Parish Office @ 602586-7426 to find out how to complete your Safe Environment Foundational Training.

2019 Safe Environment Training
SET Renewal
This is for

all current volunteers
who wish to continue
serving at
St. Theresa Parish.

Go to: phoenix.cmgconnect.org to renew. If you wish to
renew in person, please contact Rita Laguna in the
Parish Office @ 602-586-7426 for an appointment.
Do you have a boy in middle
school or high school that is interested in hiking, backpacking,
kayaking…? St. Theresa Parish
has an active Boy Scout troop
that is recruiting new scouts. We have scouts from most
of the local schools (you don’t have to attend STCS).
No previous scouting experience is necessary. Meetings
are weekly and at least one outdoor adventure/month.
Please contact Rose Cheke @ 602-625-4959.
Flag Retirement Ceremony
St. Theresa Boy Scout Troop 147
will conduct a Flag Retirement
Ceremony on Tuesday, September
17th. If you have an American Flag that needs to be
retired, please drop it off in the Parish Office.

Priests around the country have reported a
scam in which parishioners have received text
messages and e-mails supposedly from their
priest, asking the parishioner for emergency
help – usually in the form of purchasing gift
cards – and then signing off with the priest’s
name. This is a scam – do not fall for it! Your
priests at St. Theresa do not send texts of this
sort – if you receive such a text, please copy
the text and forward it to “SPAM” (7726) free
of charge to file a complaint.
Eucharistic Minister Training Our
next training for new Eucharistic Ministers is on its way! Join us Thursday,
September 12th, at 6PM, or Saturday,
September, 14th, at 9AM. Look for registration forms in the Parish Office!
Calling All Young People Of The
Parish, Grade 4 And Up… we
need you as an Altar Server! Join us
for new Server training on Saturday,
October 5th, at 9AM, or on our rescheduled date of Thursday, October 10th, at 6PM.
(Please note that a parent/guardian must also be able to
attend.) Look for registration forms in the Parish Office!
On-line Registration for the
2019-2020 School Year is Now Open!

Elementary Religious Education
Traditional Classroom (3 yrs.-5th grade)
Home School (3 yrs.-8th grade)
Sacramental Preparation Classes
4th-12th grade
(1st Reconciliation-Confirmation-1st Eucharist)
Go to: www. https://
sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
Elementary Religious Education classes begin:
September 8th in School Classrooms, 10:30AM-Noon
4th-12th grade Sacramental Preparation classes begin:
September 8th in Classroom Room 17, 12:30-2PM
Contact Rita Laguna in the Parish Office with questions.
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Look Out 2nd & 3rd Graders!
It’s A SACRAMENT YEAR!

St. Theresa Parish is excited to begin formation for
families with children in 2nd & 3rd grades who are
registered at St. Theresa Catholic School
AND in our weekly Religious Education Program.
Children in 2nd grade receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and children in 3rd grade receive the
Sacraments of Confirmation & First Eucharist.
Both groups celebrate the Sacraments together
as large faith community!
The Parent Meeting for both Sacraments is:
Sunday, September 22nd, 10:30AM in Fr. Feeney Hall.
(visit www.sttheresaphx.org for the sacrament calendar)
We will discuss our role as parents to
“pass on the faith;” the reception of the sacraments
and hand out sacrament workbooks.
If you need additional information please call
Gina Keating at 602-840-0850, ext. 111.
Parents need to preregister for the Sacraments at:
https://sttheresaphxcatechesis.weshareonline.org/
StTheresaChildrensCatecheticalMinistriesRegistration

Parents Of Unbaptized Children
The children’s RCIA program (based on the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults) is a family process for
children, ages 7-17, who have not been baptized and
want to join the Catholic Church. The children will receive the Sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, Confirmation
and Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil. During the
year, the children will receive a better understanding of
what it means to know and love God, how to develop
their relationship with Him through prayer, how the 10
Commandments apply to us today, the Sacraments of
the Catholic Church as well as Sacred Tradition and
Sacred Scripture. The importance of attending weekly
Mass as a family, as well as the classes, will be stressed. Each
student needs a sponsor who will support the child in
his/her Catholic journey. Sponsor must be a Baptized
and Confirmed Catholic, at least 16 year of age and in
good standing with the Catholic Church. The children
in the RCIA will join the adults at the Easter Vigil
where they all receive the Sacraments of Initiation.
Orientation is TODAY, September 8th
at 10:15AM in the Club Room
(Look for yellow sign and black arrow in the
Church Ramada pointing to a glass door).
For more, please call Gina Keating at 602-840-0850,
ext. 111 or email gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.

Adult Faith Formation Orientation begins Sunday September 8th
following the 11AM Liturgy at noon in the Convent Upper Room.
Inquiry sessions are designed for anyone seeking more information
about the Catholic Church. All are welcome "Come and See," Jn 1:39
~ If you are an adult who wants to be fully initiated into the Catholic Church
(Baptized, Confirmed & Receive Eucharist), attend all sessions. Explore our
Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are an adult Baptized in another Christian Faith and wish to become Catholic, attend
sessions through October, and continue as you like. Explore our Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are a Baptized Catholic Adult and desire to receive First Communion/Confirmation, attend the first segment… and continue as you like. Explore your Catholic Faith Tradition.
~ If you are already fully initiated in the Catholic Church and registered at St. Theresa Parish (Baptized, Confirmed with Eucharist) we welcome you to attend any or all of the sessions. Explore your Catholic Faith Tradition.
EXPLORE OUR CATHOLIC FAITH TRADITION
Adult Registration Forms are available in the Parish Office or online at St. Theresa Parish Website.
Special arrangements will be made to accommodate work schedules.
For more information regarding the 2019/2020 RCIA Process, contact Patty & David Pettit at
(602) 840-0850 or email pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
BUNCO: Monday, 16th September
1:45 PM in Fr Feeney Hall.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word dismissal for the 9AM
Sunday Mass needs your help! If this is an area of ministry you have considered joining, then please follow
with us on Sunday, September 15th to the Pope John
Paul Room for the readings and prayers. We return
back to the Church in time for Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Children’s Liturgy is a worship experience for children
between 5 to 9-years-old, designed to help them understand the Gospel message and participate at their level.
We are in need of committed adult disciples to keep this
ministry vibrant and healthy. If you are able to support
this ministry once a month for 15-25 minutes, please
prayerfully consider it. Volunteers must be SET trained
and can buddy with a spouse, friend or older child. In
addition, they qualify for service hours. Training is provided at the convenience of the volunteer. For more information, please call Gina Keating at 602-840-0850,
ext. 111 or email gkeating@sttheresaphx.org.

PASTORAL CARE
Parishioners Who Are Sick or Homebound… please call Maureen Schaaf
in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7429 to
request Holy Communion. Appointments may also be scheduled for Confession and Anointing of the Sick. When the
Church cares for the sick, it serves Christ
himself in the suffering members of his
Mystical Body…the Church shows this solicitude not
only by visiting those who are in poor health but also by
raising them up through the sacrament of anointing and
by nourishing them with the Eucharist during their illness and when they are in danger of death. (Decree of
the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, 7 December 1972)
Give Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament a try!
Every Thursday Convent Chapel
From 9:00AM-7:00PM
The Alzheimer’s Support Group meets the last
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting is Tuesday,
September 30th at 4PM in the Parish Conference
Room. If you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s
or dementia and need the support of others please come
by and see if this is the group for you.

NO PRIOR BUNCO
EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
Make new friends, and have a laugh or two. For more
information, please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-9520802. $7 is collected and goes toward cash prizes.

Grief Group for September New Day Journal
Tuesdays 6:30 PM
September 10th, 17th, 24th.
October 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th.

Seniors and Friends
October Luncheon

Wednesday October 2nd
11:30 AM in Fr. Feeney Hall
RSVP to Andrea Myton at 602-214-0553 (please leave a
message if you get Andrea’s voicemail). You can also
RSVP and/or pay online on the Parish website
(www.sttheresaphx.org) and click on “Senior Luncheon
Registration”. RSVP deadline is Friday, September
27th. Cost is $10.00 per person.

SCHOOL NEWS
Praise For Parents… is a monthly
program that offers parents a chance to
have fun, relax, and become more
mindful of the presence of God in their
life. Led by Father JC and Kelly Bennan, the topics presented during this lighthearted class will reassure that
YOU are a vitally important part of the journey in raising children. Class participation is not dependent on
previous attendance. Join us for our Opening Session:
"You Can Do Anything,
But You Can't Do Everything",
Monday, September 9th from 1:45-2:50PM
Lower Convent Conference Room (by School Office).

Seas the Day! Auction Dinner
Saturday, October 19, 2019,
5:30-11PM on STCS Campus
The annual Auction is St. Theresa
Catholic School's biggest fundraiser
and social event of the year!
Join us for a nautical-themed night
of fun to support STCS
as we raise money for the school’s needs including
new technology equipment for the faculty!
Visit https://stcs.ejoinme.org/seastheday for more
information on attending or to make a donation.
Thank you for your support of the School Community!
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(SEPTEMBER 9TH-SEPTEMBER 15TH)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH
6:30AM +LINDSEY DEUTSCH-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH
6:30AM +FRED J. HARRIS-FR. CHUCK
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH
6:30AM CINDY PARKS BIRD, SPECIAL INT.-FR. CHUCK
8:30AM JERRY MCKENNA, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH
6:30AM +ANNA & TONY SWEENEY-FR. JC
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH
6:30AM +JAMES F. KILROY-FR. JC
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH
8:00AM +ELENA SAILLANT-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. PAUL
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH
7:30AM +GAIL DAVIS-FR. JC
9:00AM ST. THERESA MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS,
SPECIAL INT.-FR. PAUL
11:00AM GEORGE DROLET, SPECIAL INT.-FR. JC
5:00PM +BOB HANSEN-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

~ Readings ~
Week of September 8, 2019

Sunday Wis 9:13-18b; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17;
Phmn 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33
Monday Col 1:24—2:3; Ps 62:6-7, 9; Lk 6:6-11
Tuesday Col 2:6-15; Ps 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10-11; Lk 6:1219
Wednesday Col 3:1-11; Ps 145:2-3, 10-11, 12-13ab; Lk
6:20-26
Thursday Col 3:12-17; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 6:27-38
Friday 1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16:1b-2a and 5, 7-8, 11; Lk
6:39-42
Saturday Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;
Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
Sunday Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1
Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10

Sunday
10:15AM RCIC (Club Rm)
10:30AM RE Classes (School Classrooms)
12:00PM Adult Faith Formation
(Convent Upper Rm)
12:30PM 4th-12th Grade Sacrament Prep
(Classroom 17)
6:00PM Life Teen & Edge Kickoff
(Msgr. McMahon Gym & Life Teen Rm)
Monday
1:45PM Praise For Parents
(Convent Conference Rm)
5:30PM Youth Choir Rehearsal (Church)
7:00PM Knights Of Columbus Mtg.
(Convent Upper Rm)
Tuesday
4:00PM SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conference Rm)
6:00PM Cub Scout Pack 147 Mtg.
(Msgr. McMahon Gym)
6:30PM New Day Journal Grief Group
(Parish Office Conference Rm)
7:00PM Boy Scout Troop 147 Mtg. (PJP Rm)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
4:00PM Life Teen (Life Teen Rm)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Adult Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Pastoral Council Mtg. (Club Rm)
Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
6:00PM EM Training (Church)
7:00PM Kevin Saunders Bible Study
(Fr. Feeney Hall)
Friday
6:30PM Communion & Liberation Group Mtg.
(Convent Upper Rm)
Saturday
9:00AM EM Training (Church)
Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

