ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 2017

My Brothers and Sisters,
Each year – immediately after concluding the Fifty Days of Easter with the great celebration of
Pentecost – our Church marks two Solemnities on successive Sundays that direct our attention
to central mysteries of our Catholic Christian faith. Last weekend, we celebrated the Solemnity
of the most Holy Trinity… and this weekend, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body
and Blood of Christ. By calling these two feasts “solemnities,” the Church designates the highest level of feast day to them… and fittingly so, because both our belief in the One God who is
Three Persons (the Trinity) and our belief in – and devotion to – the Body and Blood of Christ
(the Eucharist) are absolutely vital to faith life.
As we celebrate today’s Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ (formerly known by its Latin
designation, Corpus Christi), we recall the fact that Jesus – at the Last Supper – gave the
Church his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity under the appearance of bread and wine to be our
real and physical nourishment as his disciples. While it might be more “comfortable” for us to
regard the Eucharist as some sort of “symbol” or representation of what took place at the Last
Supper, scripture makes it clear that that the Eucharist is not merely symbolic or an acting-out
of what happened on that night before Jesus died on the cross. No, the body and Blood of
Christ is exactly what Jesus says it is.
The sixth chapter of the Gospel of St. John is an absolute goldmine for anyone who wishes to
reflect on the true Christian meaning of the Eucharist. The section of John’s Gospel known as
the “Bread of Life Discourse” begins at John 6, verse 22 and ends at verse 59. The Gospel of
today’s Mass (Jn. 6: 51-58) is an excerpt of that Discourse of Jesus. We hear Jesus saying
something incredible – literally, unbelievable – to his listeners: “I am the living bread that
came down from heaven… the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”
Those who heard this quarreled among themselves, saying “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” (they thought that Jesus was talking about cannibalism). So Jesus goes on to
make it crystal-clear to them: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,
you do not have life within you… for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Whoever
eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him.”
This is not simply “Catholic doctrine.” These words come directly out of the Bible – and provide us with a central pillar of our faith. Yes, Jesus nourishes his disciples with the Word of
God – but equally importantly, Jesus nourishes us with his very self: his Body and Blood (as he
says in the Gospel), under the appearance of bread and wine in the Eucharist. How does this
take place? The Church has come to describe what happens to the bread and wine at Mass as
“transubstantiation:” the substance of the bread and wine (what it actually is) is changed
through God’s power into the actual, true and real Body and Blood of Christ… while the appearance of the bread and wine (what it looks like and tastes like) remain unchanged.
What an amazing God we have – that God gives us himself to eat as the Body and Blood of
Christ in the Eucharist… nourishing us, strengthening us, sustaining us to be the Body of
Christ, the Church, in our world… as faith-filled disciples of Jesus Christ. How blest we are!
Grace and peace in Christ,
Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

SOLEMITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
PARISH NEWS
“The ‘One Thing’
Is Three”
and

“You Did It to Me”

A Study Program and A Practical
Guide to Mercy in Action by
Father Michael Gaitley

If you were a participant in our latest Father Gaitley
Study Program, remember this date : JUNE 21, 2017.
Plan now to attend our final meeting to discuss your
reading of

You Did It To Me

Where?
Convent Upper Room
When?
Wednesday, June 21st at 1PM or 6:30PM
This meeting will conclude our study of
Catholic Theology by Father Michael Gaitley.
We look forward to seeing you to share thoughts
and inspirations based on your latest readings
in order to enable our Catholic faith to grow and thrive
with the love of the Most Holy Trinity.
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did for me.”
(Matthew 25:40)

St. Theresa Parents: Do you
have a child in Cub/Boy Scouts,
Brownie/Girl Scouts or American Heritage Girls? Did you know
that there are Catholic Religious
Emblems that your child can receive? If you
would like more information please call Rita Laguna in the Parish Office @ 602-586-7426 or
by email at Rlaguna@sttheresaphx.org.
Mail Received At The Parish
Office For Parishioners
Incidents have been reported to
the Diocesan Pastoral Center
where inappropriate, unsolicited mail has been sent to parishioners in care of their parishes. How does the sender
know which parish to send a letter to, addressed to a
specific parish family? The newspaper and online obituaries. These letters take advantage of grieving families,
and the senders are able to put together the name of the
family with the church here the funeral Mass is celebrated. Rather than to subject a bereaved family to a
disturbing or inappropriate mailing, St. Theresa Parish
reserves the right to open and/or refuse any mail delivered to a parishioner in care of the Parish Office. If the
mailing is “legitimate” (i.e., not a solicitation or inappropriate message), we will of course forward it to the parishioner to whom it is addressed. Otherwise it will be
destroyed. Thank you for your understanding!

Congratulations to the 2017
St. Theresa Parish Perpetual Endowment Fund
Scholarship Recipients!
Nicholas Pecora and Joseph Sebastian were awarded a
St. Theresa Parish Perpetual Fund Scholarship
to a Catholic High School.
Recipients are selected based on a combination of factors including:
their academic achievement, community service/parish outreach, an essay,
and a teacher recommendation.
These scholarship awards provide each recipient with $2,000
to be applied to their tuition for each year of high school
for a total scholarship opportunity of $8,000.
Congratulations to Nicholas and Joseph who were selected from
a group of very worthy applicants!
We wish all STCS eighth-graders & other eighth-grade parishioners
all the best as they migrate to their respective high schools!
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Pray For Those...

Who Have Died: Jack Mosley
Who Are Sick: Marianne Nagl
Are You A Practicing Catholic Over The Age 19
Who Somewhere Along The Way, Missed
Celebrating The Sacrament Of Confirmation?
Easter and summer sessions have completed but Fall
session registration is open. Materials are now available
in the Parish Office and on the Parish Website. Please
complete the form and attach a copy of your Baptism
Certificate and return to RCIA box in the Parish Office.
Mark your calendar, Fall sessions begin Sunday, September 10th and include six weeks of one-hour preparation sessions. Confirmation celebration is scheduled
tentatively for Sunday, October 29th at the 11AM Liturgy. Special arrangements will be made to accommodate work schedules. Please email Patty and David at
pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org for more information.
I am the Light
of the World,
whoever follows
Me shall not walk
in darkness,
but will have the
Light of Life.
~John 8:12
Perhaps you or someone you know is considering becoming Catholic or would like to become Catholic, but
is unsure how to get started. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the formation process the
church uses to help members of the community journey
in faith and come to share in the full sacramental life of
the church. It is an ongoing process within the life of the
parish community. While the RCIA is designed to welcome new members, it also leads every Catholic to
deeper belief and renewal of his or her faith. The RCIA
is specifically for unbaptized adults seeking to join the
Roman Catholic Church. Registration forms are now
available at the Parish Office and On the Parish Website. Please return registration form to the Parish Office
RCIA Box. A member of the RCIA team will contact
you to set up an introductory meeting. Formal RCIA
session run from September 2017-May 2018. Adults
baptized in other Christian Traditions who wish to join
the Catholic Church and Adult Baptized Catholics who
have not completed the Sacraments of Initiation are directed to Adult Confirmation.

PASTORAL CARE
The New Evangelization is a
Task of Apostolic (or Pastoral) Action.
Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts
of true love done for the love of God
and for our brothers and sisters.
Currently Pastoral Care is in need of EM’s for the
homebound and for Care Meridian. If you feel called
to serve in this capacity or you have any questions
please contact Maureen Schaaf @ 602-586-7429 or by
email at mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
BUNCO - Fun and Games For
All! Monday, July 17th at 1:45PM in
Fr. Feeney Hall. Please call Patti Iannucci @ 602-952-0802 for further
information.
Hospitalized Or Homebound? If you or a loved one
is in need of communion, anointing of the sick or confession please contact the Pastoral Care Office
(Maureen
Schaaf
@
602-586-7429
or
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org).

Alzheimer’s Support Group Meets... Tuesday, June
27th at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If
you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia and need support, stop in and see if this is the
group for you.

Hour of Prayer for Peace
Every Thursday
6:00-7:00 PM
Convent Chapel

SOLEMITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
Reasons From The Teachings
Of The Church For Wanting To
Spend One Hour With Jesus
In The Blessed Sacrament
Your hour with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament will repair for evils of the world
and bring about peace on earth.
"Let us be generous with our time in going to meet
Jesus and ready to make reparation for the great evils
of the world. Let your adoration never cease."
~Pope John Paul II, Dominicai Cenae
Day and night Jesus dwells in the Blessed Sacrament
because you are the most important person in the
world to him!
"Christ is reserved in our churches as the spiritual center
of the heart of the community, the universal Church and
all humanity, since within the veil of the species,
Christ is contained, the invisible heart of the Church,
the Redeemer of the world, the center of all hearts,
by him all things are and of whom we exist."
~Pope Paul IV, Mysterium Fidei
Jesus wants you to do more than to go to mass on
Sunday.
“Our communal worship at mass must go together
with our personal worship of Jesus in Eucharistic
adoration in order that our love may be complete."
~Pope John Paul II, Redeemer of Man
Adore Jesus for an hour in the Blessed Sacrament every
Thursday 9AM to 8:30PM in the Convent Chapel.

~Readings ~
Week of June 18, 2017

Sunday Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15,
19-20; 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 6:51-58
Monday 2 Cor 6:1-10; Ps 98:1, 2b, 3ab, 3cd-4; Mt
5:38-42
Tuesday 2 Cor 8:1-9; Ps 146:2, 5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a;
Mt 5:43-48
Wednesday 2 Cor 9:6-11; Ps 112:1bc-2, 3-4, 9; Mt
6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday 2 Cor 11:1-11; Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mt
6:7-15
Friday Dt 7:6-11; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 10; 1 Jn
4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30
Saturday Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;
Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80
Sunday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35;
Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33

DIOCESAN NEWS
Worldwide Marriage Encounter “I am the living
bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this
bread will live forever;...” Let the Lord feed and support
your marriage by going to a WorldWide Marriage Encounter Weekend July 14th-16th in Phoenix. To apply
for a weekend or for more information please visit
www.wwmearizona.com.

Our Lady Of The Assumption Sodality ~ 2017 Rummage Sale
Tuesday, June 20th, Pre-sale 4-8pm $5 admission adults/children free
(Admission includes hot dog, chips & drink)
Wednesday, June 21st 8am to 2pm
Friday, June 23rd 8am to 2pm
Thursday, June 22nd 8am to 2pm and 4pm to 8pm
Saturday, June 24th 8am to 12pm
ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
2312 EAST CAMPBELL AVENUE PHOENIX, AZ 85016
Held in air conditioned rooms! Lots of bargains and treasures!

ST. THERESA PARISH – PHOENIX, AZ

SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 2017

Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(JUNE 19TH-JUNE 25TH)

Sunday

MONDAY, JUNE 19TH
6:30AM †NORMA JEAN LOPICCOLO-FR. CHUCK
TUESDAY, JUNE 20TH
6:30AM †MARIA PATCHETT-FR. CHUCK
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21ST
6:30AM †C.B. ROBINSON-FR. CHUCK
THURSDAY, JUNE 22ND
6:30AM †BRIDGET DEMALINE-FR. JC
FRIDAY, JUNE 23RD
6:30AM †GIANCARLO VIGIL-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, JUNE 24TH
8:00AM †JONATHAN RODRIGUEZ-FR. CHUCK
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. CHUCK
SUNDAY, JUNE 25TH
7:30AM †JACK HEBERT-FR. JC
9:00AM DANIEL L. GONZALEZ,
SP. INT. -FR. CHUCK
11:00AM †NORMA JEAN LOPICCOLO-FR. JC
5:00PM †ERNA SANDS-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Summer Reminder
As many of us take vacation
time and travel out of the heat
during the summer months,
we ask for your continued
financial support for the
ministries of St. Theresa Parish.
It is your financial tithing that enables us to
provide the ministries, facilities and services
which help us to build up the Body of Christ
here at St. Theresa. Don't forget about
our electronic giving option, ParishPay.
You can stop by the Parish Office for a sign-up
form or if you wish to sign up online you can visit
www.parishpay.com.
You can also call 1-800-950-9952 and pick option
1. May God continue to bless you for your ongoing support of our parish community!

Monday
9:00AM Vacation Bible School (Feeney Hall)
2:30PM Grief Support Group
(Parish Conference Rm)
Tuesday
9:00AM Vacation Bible School (Feeney Hall)
1:00PM Pastoral Care Book Club
(Parish Conference Rm)
6:30PM Boy Scout Mtg. (PJP Rm)
SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conf. Rm)
7:30PM Adult Basketball (Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Wednesday
9:00AM Vacation Bible School (Feeney Hall)
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
1:00PM Fr. Michael Gaitley Series
(Convent Upper Rm)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:00PM Choir Rehearsal (Church)
6:30PM Fr. Michael Gaitley Series
(Convent Upper Rm)
Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
Vacation Bible School (Feeney Hall)
Friday
9:00AM Vacation Bible School (Feeney Hall)
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

