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SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2017

My Brothers and Sisters,
Recently, I had an experience that completely shattered all my “expectations” (in a most
positive way). It all began a few months ago, when a two of our recent St. Theresa
Catholic School alumni, Katie Coury and Gregory Abbott, approached me – armed with a
PowerPoint presentation – to make a request: that they be allowed to gather a group of
fellow STCS alumni together to stage a summer production of Les Misérables to benefit
Catholic education (the beneficiaries being our own school and the University of Notre
Dame’s ACE Program, which prepares teachers for the vocation of serving Catholic
schools in underprivileged areas). Katie and Gregory (then-sophomores at Xavier and
Brophy College Preps, respectively) quite honestly stunned me with their altruistic, community-building and yes – ambitious – plan. How could I say no? Katie and Gregory,
who had both been involved in student theatre as STCS students, had reached out to our
other alumni who had been involved in our school’s spring musicals of the past – and
had already enlisted the support of Mr. Terry Temple, founder of Temple Music and Performing Arts, who has directed past St. Theresa musicals and who privately instructs a
number of our students in music and the performing arts. The work began… Terry, his
wife Ginny and their college-age daughter Emily along with 33 cast members and stage
crew and “techies” embarked on a mad-dash effort to pull together a complicated Broadway hit in 13 weeks’ time.
Along the way, a 34th member was added to the cast when Katie and Gregory came to
me and asked if I would play the role of “the Bishop” in the play. Since Fr. JC had played
“the Wizard” in our spring musical The Wizard of Oz, my response was “sure… why not?”
I had no idea what I was getting myself into. Yes, there was a lot of hard work (I think
that the younger brain is far more adept than the older brain is when it comes to memorizing lines, cues and music) – but what was truly unexpected was the sense of awe on
my part as I became part of this team of young people, bonding together to tell a story
of mercy, redemption and God’s love overcoming anger, bitterness and strife. It was
honestly one of the most powerful and joyful experiences of my time as Pastor of St.
Theresa. There were moments when tears welled up in my eyes as I witnessed young
actors passionately sing lines like “to love another person is to see the face of God” and
an overarching sense of gratitude and pride in these young people whom I have the
privilege to serve as priest and Pastor. Of course, none of the cast could have been involved without the support of their loving families who did so much to “make it all happen” though their encouragement of the young performers, a lot of behind-the-scenes
efforts as well as underwriting a significant amount of production expense.
Following “closing night” last Saturday, I was humbled by the talents of so many who
had given of their time to make possible an incredible experience to benefit Catholic education. I “had a blast” being part of Les Misérables, feeling the teamwork and bond of being part of something magical, and confess that I felt a sense of letdown once it was all
over!

12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Special thanks to the parishioners and friends who attended one of the three performances in our Msgr. McMahon Center – your affirmation of the efforts of our young performers and your support of the Church in its timeless role as Patron of the Arts is greatly appreciated.
Grace and peace in Christ,

Rev. Charles G. Kieffer
Pastor

PARISH NEWS
Are You A Practicing Catholic
Over The Age 19
Who Somewhere Along The Way,
Missed Celebrating The Sacrament Of
Confirmation?
Easter and summer sessions have completed but
Fall session registration is open. Materials are
now available in the Parish Office and on the Parish Website. Please complete the form and attach a copy of your
Baptism Certificate and return to RCIA box in the Parish Office. Mark your calendar, Fall sessions begin Sunday,
September 10th and include six weeks of one-hour preparation sessions. Confirmation celebration is scheduled tentatively for Sunday, October 29th at the 11AM Liturgy. Special arrangements will be made to accommodate work
schedules. Please email Patty and David at pdpettit@sttheresaphx.org for more information.
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Pray For Those...

Who Have Died: Marian Nagel
& Paul Steward
Who Are Sick: Ken Howe
& Harper Jean Morton
I am the Light of the World,
whoever follows Me shall not walk in darkness,
but will have the Light of Life. ~John 8:12
Perhaps you or someone you know is considering becoming Catholic or would like to become Catholic, but
is unsure how to get started. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the formation process the
church uses to help members of the community journey
in faith and come to share in the full sacramental life of
the church. It is an ongoing process within the life of the
parish community. While the RCIA is designed to welcome new members, it also leads every Catholic to
deeper belief and renewal of his or her faith. The RCIA
is specifically for unbaptized adults seeking to join the
Roman Catholic Church. Registration forms are now
available at the Parish Office and On the Parish Website. Please return registration form to the Parish Office
RCIA Box. A member of the RCIA team will contact
you to set up an introductory meeting. Formal RCIA
session run from September 2017-May 2018. Adults
baptized in other Christian Traditions who wish to join
the Catholic Church and Adult Baptized Catholics who
have not completed the Sacraments of Initiation are directed to Adult Confirmation.

PASTORAL CARE
The New Evangelization is a
Task of Apostolic (or Pastoral) Action.
Authentic apostolic action is nothing other than acts
of true love done for the love of God
and for our brothers and sisters.
Currently Pastoral Care is in need of EM’s for the
homebound and for Care Meridian, and people to
help set up for funerals. If you feel called to serve in
this capacity or you have any questions please contact
Maureen Schaaf @ 602-586-7429 or by email at
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
BUNCO - Fun and Games For All!
Monday, July 17th at 1:45PM in Fr.
Feeney Hall. Please call Patti Iannucci
@ 602-952-0802 for further information.
Hospitalized Or Homebound? If you or a loved one
is in need of communion, anointing of the sick or confession please contact the Pastoral Care Office
(Maureen
Schaaf
@
602-586-7429
or
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org).

Alzheimer’s Support Group Meets... Tuesday, June
27th at 4PM in the Parish Office Conference Room. If
you are caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or dementia and need support, stop in and see if this is the
group for you.
St. Theresa Parish Blood Drive Sunday, July 16th
from 8:30AM-12:30PM in the North Parking Lot
(facing Thomas Road) inside the Bloodmobile. To
make an appointment visit www.BloodHero.com
(Sponsor Code: st.theresa). Eligibility questions? Please
call 1-800-288-2199 ext. 5497.

Hour of Prayer for Peace
Every Thursday 6:00-7:00 PM
in the Convent Chapel

12TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Help Needed! An elderly ill parishioner is in need of
lawn mowing and other simple yard tasks every other
week. She is able to offer a small compensation. If you
or someone you know is able to serve or would like
more information, please contact Maureen in the Pastoral Care Office @ 602-586-7429 or email at
mschaaf@sttheresaphx.org.
Reasons From The Teachings
Of The Church For Wanting To
Spend One Hour With Jesus
In The Blessed Sacrament
You grow spiritually with each moment
you spend with Jesus!
"Our essential commitment in life is to
preserve and advance constantly in Eucharistic life
and Eucharistic piety and to grow spiritually in the
climate of the Holy Eucharist."
~Pope John Paul II, Redeemer of Man
The best time you spend on earth is with Jesus,
your Best Friend, in the Blessed Sacrament!
"How great is the value of conversation with Christ
in the Blessed Sacrament, for there is nothing more
consoling on earth, nothing more efficacious
for advancing along the road of holiness!"
~Pope Paul VI, Mysterium Fidei
Just as you can’t be exposed to the sun without
receiving its rays, neither can you come to Jesus
exposed in the Blessed Sacrament without receiving
the divine rays of his grace, his love, his peace.
"Christ is truly the Emmanuel, that is, God with us,
day and night, he is in our midst. He dwells with us full
of grace and truth. He restores morality, nourishes
virtue, consoles the afflicted, strengthens the weak."
~Pope Paul VI, Mysterium Fidei
Adore Jesus for an hour in the Blessed Sacrament every
Thursday 9AM to 8:30PM in the Convent Chapel.

DIOCESAN NEWS
Multi-Parish Singles (MPS) Our mission is to work
as a team to provide options for individual growth and
development in a healthy and wholesome, down-toearth, singles fellowship environment. We offer affordable, quality, charitable, cultural, educational, recreational, spiritual, and other fellowship events to ALL singles age 21 and older (NO dues!). Activities allowing us
to meet new faces and see new places in a nonthreatening atmosphere, are numerous and varied, as
reflected in our monthly calendar. For further information please visit www.multiparishsingles.org.

~Readings ~
Week of June 25, 2017

Sunday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; Rom
5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33
Monday Gn 12:1-9; Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22; Mt
7:1-5
Tuesday Gn 13:2, 5-18; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Mt 7:6,
12-14
Wednesday Gn 15:1-12, 17-18; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9;
Mt 7:15-20 Vigil: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Gal 1:1120; Jn 21:15-19
Thursday Day: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 2
Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19
Friday Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mt 8:1-4
Saturday Gn 18:1-15; Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 5455; Mt 8:5-17
Sunday 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19;
Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42

Taize Services
St. Joseph’s Hospital Chapel
7:00PM
350 W Thomas Rd Phoenix, AZ 85013
(parking in 6th Avenue parking garage)
July 5th, August 2nd, September 6th,
October 4th & December 6th
Taize prayer is a quiet simple way of prayer designed
for people of all Christian traditions. These meditative
candlelit services include simple chants sung repeatedly; humble musical accompaniment; rich silence; and
prayers of praise and intercession. Taize is a simple
form of worship that provides a space in our busy lives
where we can focus on the love of God revealed in
Christ’s cross and in the gathered community.
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Mass Intentions & Celebrants
(JUNE 26TH-JULY 2ND)

MONDAY, JUNE 26TH
6:30AM †CHARLOTTE VEJTASA-FR. JC
TUESDAY, JUNE 27TH
6:30AM ARACELI SEGURA-GONZALEZ, SP. INT.
-FR. JC
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28TH
6:30AM SANTOS DANIEL SEGURA-GONZALEZ,
SP. INT.-FR. JC
THURSDAY, JUNE 29TH
6:30AM ANDREA NINEL SEGURA-GONZALEZ,
SP. INT.-FR. JC
FRIDAY, JUNE 30TH
6:30AM †OLIVIA CRUZ-FR. CHUCK
SATURDAY, JULY 1ST
8:00AM †JOSEPH KRIMPLE-FR. JC
4:00PM FOR THE PARISHIONERS-FR. JC
SUNDAY, JULY 2ND
7:30AM †JOSEPH O’CONNOR-FR. JOACHIM
9:00AM †LUCILLE SMID-FR. JC
11:00AM †JAMES HEALY-FR. JOACHIM
5:00PM †MARIE & ALBERT FLEMING-FR. JC
The Priest scheduled to celebrate the Mass
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
4:00PM Alzheimer Support Group
(Parish Conference Rm)
6:30PM Boy Scout Mtg. (PJP Rm)
SVDP Mtg. (Convent Conf. Rm)
7:30PM Adult Basketball (Msgr. McMahon Gym)
Wednesday
9:30AM Centering Prayer (Convent Chapel)
5:00PM Reconciliation (Church)
6:30PM Rosary (Convent Chapel)
Thursday
9:00AM Adoration (Convent Chapel)
Friday
Saturday
9:00AM Reconciliation (Church)
8:00PM Al Anon (Classroom 16)
Alcoholics Anonymous (Classroom 17)

Summer Reminder
As many of us take vacation time and travel out of the heat during the summer months,
we ask for your continued financial support for the ministries of St. Theresa Parish.
It is your financial tithing that enables us to provide the ministries, facilities and services
which help us to build up the Body of Christ here at St. Theresa. Don't forget about our electronic
giving option, ParishPay. You can stop by the Parish Office for a sign-up form or if you wish to sign up
online you can visit www.parishpay.com. You can also call 1-800-950-9952 and pick option 1.
May God continue to bless you for your ongoing support of our parish community!

