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RAINBOW Raani as a movie might have disappointed, but the soundtrack, especially the theme song
performed by the Mighty Sparrow, is a hit at home and in the Caribbean and it is set to take off in Canada,
USA, UK, India and South Africa.
Rhythm Mandir from Arkansas, USA, is set to take the Rainbow Raani music to Bollywood as Sparrow
and the band are lined up to perform at the mega event honoring Indian music makers and musicians of
the world’s most prolific film industry.
More than 15 of the hottest singers from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Caribbean are going to set
the stage on fire and in fact, Sparrow himself is to be honoured with a lifetime achievement award at the
function billed for Trump Taj Mahal in New Jersey, USA on November 4.
The lead players of the band – Arnie B, Ato, Michael Allen, have already received great reviews on their
work. In fact, Sparrow’s recording with them was historical, as for the first time in his 40-year musical
career, he has sung somebody else’s song.
When Mickey Nivelli began writing the script for his movie, he knew the story surrounded a band in the
West Indies, specifically Guyana. “I began thinking, that if a band consisted of an Afro, an Indian, a White
guy and a Chinese, really existed in the West Indies, what would they call themselves?”
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So when he met his music makers, who also happened to be a foursome, he asked them during the
filming and then until after the release of the movie if they would carry the name Rainbows, and they
agreed. Thus, the Rainbows were born.
They say a great song is one that provides that mystical force which connects the listener to the artist - a
connection that is personal, often unexplained, yet one that stands for something, and is meant to carry
the listener through that moment - be it a moment of joy, sadness, triumph, or clarity.
The Rainbows have been playing together for the past three to four years. According to Arnie, who leads
the band, they all met in college (University of Arkansas, Fayetteville) and came together because they
shared similar musical interests even though coming from diverse musical backgrounds.
“Perhaps that was the single most important factor in shaping the overall quality of the songs in the
movie,” said Arnie.
“Mickey wanted a unique flavor to the songs - contemporary, yet fresh; melodies and rhythm that would
appeal to people regardless of age or demographics,” he added.
He says “having the privilege of collaborating with the Mighty Sparrow added an incredible dimension to
the project”.
“We hope that our listeners worldwide enjoy the Rainbow Raani soundtrack as much as we enjoyed
creating it,” he says.
Arnie B literally descended from music. He is a professional maverick soaked in musical inspiration from
his family of artistes. His grandfather was a noted actor and playback artist of the 50s Bengali and Hindi
screen. Arnie's father is an accomplished singer with a repertoire of several genres of Indian music and a
commercial Bengali album to his credit.
Arnie has taken initial vocal training from his father, and continues to consult him on an ongoing basis. His
voice is a perfect fit for a vast repertoire of contemporary pop songs. Also a keyboard and tabla player,
Arnie has a wide appreciation for several genres of music, from Indian Classical to mainstream Hip-Hop.
The initial upbringing in a family inclined towards classical music, combined with contemporary influence,
allows Arnie to render a certain element of uniqueness in his compositions.

The years since then until now, Arnie reflected, have been a period of “intense hard work and a feverish
passion to contribute to the music industry”.
Ato, another member of the band, was born in Kerala, India, and raised in Dubai where he would jam on a
Technics keyboard. He went to the United States to live the American dream and this is where it all
happened. Having a degree in Mechanical Engineering didn’t really excite him.
After meeting his fellow band members, he discovered similar musical interests – and things just fell in
place.
Musically, Ato is deeply influenced by A.R. Rahman, the famous Indian composer. Western influences
include The Eagles, Guns & Roses and Bryan Adams, among others. He strongly believes that music is
the universal language – a language known to all.
“As a musician, I feel blessed to be part of this medium of communication and I hope to inspire the world
through our band’s music,” he said.
A man of few words and breathtaking bass rifts is Michael Allen, the bassist and flute player of the band.
His passion for travel has led him to explore many places around the world, and to develop a taste for
many styles of music. Following several years of jazz training, Michael has cultivated his musical
interests, performing rock, jazz, Western classical, calypso, and R&B in various groups.
He also plays the flute occasionally with a Christian gospel group from Kenya, and has shared stage with
Anoushka Shankar, supporting her on the tanpura. He brings a unique blend of influences to the team.
Andy Blume possesses blazin’ guitar hooks. As a rock/punk musician with an ear for a catchy pop song,
Andy was the perfect choice for adding an edge to the group's compositions.
His rock background complements the other musical styles found in the Rainbows. His erratic dancing
and endless energy make his stage performances memorable ones.
Arnie said directing the Mighty Sparrow was a humbling experience. He spoke glowingly of his “devotion,
contagious energy, and his constant wit.
Sparrow too, was in praise of their work. “I don’t have a monopoly on talent. These guys have sweet
voices. Can you improve perfection?”
Rainbow Raani producer Pradeep Samtani is more than happy that the band and Sparrow have been
chosen to perform at the Bollywood Music Awards.
Of course, it would be a further platform to sell his gender-bender movie, which he hopes will appeal to
international audiences.

