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Well, it is New Year’s Eve as I write this and the time that many of
us get to look back and review the year past and look forward in
anticipation of the New Year’s changes.
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First, we all owe Bernie a huge thanks and much appreciation for
the guidance he has provided this past year. The club was, in my
estimation, confused in its direction and Bernie steadied the ship
with his calm and inclusive style of leadership. I have some big
shoes to fill which include Bernie’s, Nancy’s, John’s, Roy’s,
Susannah’s and a bunch of people who preceded me in the
years before I joined VCCC. All have made major contributions.
In the coming year, there are already some issues we will need to
address regarding our governance structure, but I don’t want to
get ahead of myself here since the leadership team will be
exploring this issue and then will present the issues and
solutions, as we see them, for your discussion, input and
decision. I also envision continued discussion on our meeting
format, tutorials, etc. as well as revisiting the judging issues that
have seemed to haunt us for the past 2-3 years (actually for
much longer than that).
I find this exciting. This club has a very long history and has
gone through a few iterations.* Discussion and change can only
make us stronger and guarantee our relevance as photography
changes. There are now more people with all types of different
cameras taking pictures. Take enough pictures and occasionally
one will be great. Does that make a photographer? What
relevance to the art of photography do they have? How do we
fare in this new paradigm? I think that is what we try to respond
to as a group with the common interest of photography, its
technique and art.
Our next meeting is Wednesday January 14, 2015 and the photo
theme is “Eyes, the Window to the Soul”. Should make for some
interesting images!
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Prez Pad (cont’d)
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!
!I would also like to remind you about the Annual Banquet, January 28, 2015. Part of being a club is
not only gathering around its main interest but also its chance for social connection. Who knows,
even a new photo idea, subject or technique you hadn’t previously thought about will arise from a
chance conversation. Let Susannah know ASAP (tomorrow!) if you can make it at
mailto:susannahsofaer@gmail.com
Again, thanks Bernie for your past leadership and I look forward to your sage advice as a past
president. I look forward to working with the leadership team we have. We still need someone who
would like to learn how to administer our website and someone to oversee our refreshment
volunteers. Please let me know about complaints and gripes but at the same time some balance with
accolades to those serving the club would also be appreciated.
Sal

!
*There is a history of the club, of sorts, that Bernie found and sent to me. I will convert the “typed”
document and post it in a future Prez Pad.

!
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Photographic Musings with Photobakobob

!
What I Would Have Liked For…..
!
!

Now that the season of gift-giving has passed, it is time to review what I really would have liked to
receive. I didn’t get that classic Leica M3 I have been asking for, and I still haven’t found the gift
containing the ideal travel camera, either. But if I did, what would that camera look like? This
month I will share at least part of my vision.

!I do a lot of traveling with my cameras and other photographic paraphernalia, and last year was no

exception. In April and May we spent a couple of weeks exploring some of the Low Country of
Europe, including a few days in Amsterdam, and then four days reliving the glories of the Hapsburgs
in Vienna. And in October we visited the more peaceful (currently) parts of the Middle East, Israel
and Jordan, exploring from the Golan Heights to the Western Wall to the sands of Wadi Rum. There
were plenty of photographic opportunities.

!What made these trips different for me was the camera gear

that I used. Usually on trips such as this I take a digital SLR
body (or two), a wide-range zoom lens, and sometimes
another lens as well as my little Panasonic point and shoot
waterproof pocket camera. I followed that pattern on the
first trip, taking my Canon 6D with a 24-105 L f/4 lens, and
the Panasonic. That worked out. The Canon 6D and lens
produced outstanding results. The camera is easy to use,
very ergonomically well engineered, and I am familiar with
the Canon controls. I really like the camera’s ability to
handle low light/high ISO situations, and I have set up one of
its user-defined controls, making it very easy to make 5exposure HDR’s quickly. The lens is reasonably fast and has a wide enough maximum aperture to
allow for good selective focus. As mentioned above, I found its image quality to be excellent. So
why use anything else? Three reasons. First, the camera/lens combination, at a little more than 3
lb, can get a bit heavy as the day wears on. Second, the zoom, although a useful range, would be
nicer if it reached 200mm or even 300mm. Third, the
whole thing is of substantial size. That can be a packing
problem but is more of an issue when you attempt to
capture images of people on the street and remain
unobtrusive. It is hard emulating Henri Cartier-Bresson
with something that big (not to mention not possessing his
talent).

!So on the next trip I tried a smaller, lighter solution. I used

an Olympus OMD E-M5 with an Olympus 14-150mm f4-5.6
zoom lens. This lens is 28-300mm full frame “equivalent”
so it has a lot of zoom range. The advantages of this
package are obvious. The whole thing weighs only about
1.6 lb, half as much as the Canon kit, and is much smaller.
The camera generally is easy to use and quite responsive and flexible. It is certainly is no problem
to carry around all day, and it can produce excellent image quality. There are some downsides
(aren’t there always?). The camera controls are, in my opinion, not as well designed as those on
the Canon.
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Photographic Musings (cont’d)

!!
!It is easier for me to make mistakes, the buttons are smaller, and it can be difficult to navigate the
menus in order to change settings. Attempting HDR, although possible, is awkward. And battery
life is awful, due, I assume, to the electronic viewfinder, which is otherwise excellent. Carrying
spare batteries is a must. The camera also can go to sleep, depending on how you set it, and
waking it up can take a few critical seconds, a characteristic which caused me to miss some shots.
And the lens, although not bad, is certainly not up to Canon L standards. In fairness, there are
better lenses available, but they are less flexible and can weigh more. The dunkproof Panasonic,
by the way, was great for photos of us floating in the Dead Sea.

!So back to the title: What did I want for….

Obviously I
want the perfect camera and lens. It would have many of
the characteristics of my Canon 6D – full frame, userdefined controls, ergonomic design, high ISO/low noise
capability, good dynamic range, optical or electronic
viewfinder. I would also include some of the features of
the new Nikon 750, particularly its improved focusing
capability and dynamic range. But all of this needs to be in
a much lighter and smaller package, weighing no more than
500g, something approaching the size and weight of the
Olympus. The bigger challenge for manufacturers is in the
lens, because, other than for four-thirds and similar
cameras, interchangeable lenses have not become smaller
or lighter. Indeed, the trend seems to be the other way. So
here’s the big hurdle: a 24-300mm L quality full frame lens weighing no more than 350g. That
would produce a camera/lens combination weighing 850g or 1.9lb. Is it possible? Well, they said we
couldn’t go to the moon, and now it’s on to Mars (in a few decades) – and a new year.

!!
Photobakobob
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Exploring Digital Photography with Photonaut!
!
!
“Wall Hangers”
!

JAN 2015

At the 2014 Year End Print Only Competition, there were more than a hundred merit winning
images all quickly shown one at a time. Each one of these “wall hanger” images was
outstanding on its own, so watching the judges having to select the best of the best was an
interesting experience.

!

The judges were given multiple
quick passes to view the prints
within each category. The judges
had about a minute or less to view
each print, which in my mind placed
extra emphasis upon the “impact”
each print projected to increase the
chances of it scoring high and
being chosen. Impact is the sense
one gets in the first second or so
when viewing the image. High
impact screams “look at me, I am
interesting”. Impact is the opposite
of the “long view”, which is
experiencing an image for extended
periods of time, like for hours, days,
or years, hanging on a wall in a
living room, bedroom, office,
conference room, hallway, etc., and in which it is more desirable for the image to fit in with the
rest of the room’s decor and setting. Low impact images can be better for many long view
situations. Needless to say, high impact images in a competition must also have the merit
basics of great light, excellent composition, and high subject interest to hold a judge’s
attention.

!

To some degree, any given print can project greater impact if it is given higher contrast, greater
color saturation, or sharper detail. These are all attributes that can be adjusted in software
before the image is printed. Inkjet printers usually provide
higher contrast and more saturated color when printing on
glossy or luster paper, and less when being put onto matt
paper. Needless to say there is a limit to how much these
attributes can be increased until they actually become a
detrimental distraction. Fine tuning and getting the best
results onto a print for success is an art unto itself, and is an
important part of the skills that photographers should learn
and possess.

!
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Photonaut

Both images by JP Watson
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2015 Suggested Photo Opportunities for Consideration

Within 45 miles:
Loons Beach (Summerland)
El Matador Beach (Malibu)
Ventura Mission
Local Ventura Beach - Sunset
Local Ventura Surfers (waterfront promenade)
Local Downtown Ventura Architecture
Nite Shooting Downtown Ventura Main Street
Ventura City Hall
Butterfly Grove - Santa Barbara (Nov-Feb)
Santa Barbara Zoo
Getty Museum/Center
Anacapa Island (Island Packers Ventura Marina)
Topanga Park
Santa Barbara Mission
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden
Pt Mugu Air Show

Less than 100 miles:
Hollywood at Night
Observatory at Sunset
Morrow Bay
More than 100 miles:
Pt Lobos State Beach (Monterey/Carmel)
Mono Lake
Huntington Beach
Yosemite National Park
Kings Canyon
Sequoia Park
Big Sur

!
!
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Club Announcements

!
!
Membership Renewal
!Only members in good standing may submit images for judging.

If necessary, please talk to
Joyce Schoppe, our Membership Chairperson, at the next meeting, or send an email to Joyce at:
membership@venturacountycameraclub.com

!
Instructions for Digital Projection Entries!
!

Please ensure your files are correctly labelled in accordance with the required format: (this is not
new!) Some people are doing it wrong, and that creates extra work for the digital entry coordinator.
Required:

LastnameFirstname_IMAGE TITLE_month-year_category.jpg

example…

SmithJohn_ENTER AT OWN RISK_03-15_Assigned.jpg

!
!!
All images submitted for projection must be in jpg format with pixel dimensions not to exceed 1024

width and/or not to exceed 768 height (1024x768). Images that exceed either of these dimensions will
not work with the Club’s projector and therefore will not be shown.

!Images must be emailed to: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com no later than 6:00 pm on
the Monday prior to the meeting.
!
!
!
Please Share Your Images!
!A selection of digital Merit Award images from the previous meeting are normally displayed in each
month’s Newsletter. If you want to share any of your special images, or PRINT MERITs in the
Newsletter, please send the digital image files to: editor@venturacountycameraclub.com
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Announcements (cont’d)

!

2015 Topic Assignment Schedule:

January: Eyes, the Window to the Soul
February: Texture
March: Golden Hour
April: Animal Close Ups (Wild or Domestic)
May: No Assignment - prints only competition
June: Architectural Details
July: Reflection Story
August: Photojournalism
September: No Assignment - prints only competition
October: Movement / Motion Blur
November: Autumn Colors
December: No Assignment - End of Year prints only competition

———

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

!
2015 Refreshment Schedule:
!
JAN - Bernie Goldstein
!
FEB - TBD
!
MAR - TBD
!
APR - TBD
!
MAY - TBD
!
JUN - TBD
!
JUL - TBD
!
AUG - TBD
!
SEP - TBD
!
OCT - TBD
!
NOV - TBD
!
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Club Announcements (cont’d)

!

Albert Huen recently returned from Dubai and shared the following amazing images:
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Albert Huen Dubai image, above
John Ferritto ”Heart of America” Third Place Winning image, below

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

Page !10

VENTURA COUNTY CAMERA CLUB

THROUGH THE VIEWFINDER

JAN 2015

!
!
!

Club Announcements (cont’d)

Club Meeting Info:
Please come to the next meeting of the Ventura County Camera Club on...

Wednesday, January 14th, at 7 pm.
Our scheduled Judge for January:

!
!
!
Annual Club Banquet:
!

Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura CA 93003

Robert Fields

http://www.robertfields.com

Join us at our annual Year End Awards Banquet and Installation of New Officers meeting on
January 28, 2015, at 6:30 pm, at the Poinsettia Pavilion.

!
BYOB!
!!
!
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Professional Support

!

The below local professional photographers have been gracious in providing their free time as judges to attend and
critique member’s images at our recent Club meetings. Thank you all for supporting our Club!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!

Sherron Sheppard:
http://www.sherronsheppard.com

http://www.sheppardphotography.com!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Dan Holmes Photography Workshops, Tours, and Photo Adventures:
http://www.danholmesphoto.com/Danholmesphoto.com/Workshops.html!

!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!
!
!

Robert Fields Photography
http://www.robertfields.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Mark Jansen (& Holly Higbee-Janzen) Photography and Expedition Workshops:
http://www.jansenphotoexpeditions.com/Pages/default.aspx!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Sam and Patricia Gardner - Medici Portraiture Studio
http://www.mediciportraiture.com/about-medici-portraiture/meet-the-artists-sam-patricia-gardner-fine-artphotographer

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Gary Moss Photography - (Gary is Photo Editor of 805 Magazine)
http://www.garymossphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Chris Zsarnay - Z Studios
http://www.zstudios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Greg Cooper - Brooks Institute
email: gcooper@brooks.edu
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bill Hendricks - Ventura College
http://www.hendricks-studios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Matt Haines
http://matthainesphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ines Roberts
https://sites.google.com/site/ccccangle/bios/ines-roberts
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Other Announcements

!

For Sale by Members:

!

Canon Pro 9000 Mark II Printer for sale - only $125
Large format 13 X 19 and roll
98% full ink tanks (8)
Extra Print Head ($180 value)

!
contact: Ken Clunis @ 805-341-2110 or ken.clunis@gmail.com
!
!
Canon Extender 1.4xII with lens cap and case $200

This tele extender can be used with fixed focal length lenses 135mm and longer, and the EF 70-200 f/
2.8L, 70-200 f/2.8L IS, 70-200 f/4.0L, 70-200 f/4.0L IS USM, and 100-400 f/4.5-5.6L IS zoom lenses.
Superb optically, it preserves the image quality of the lens it's mounted to and multiplies its focal length
1.4x. Effective aperture is reduced by one f-stop; autofocus is possible on any EOS camera when
combined with a lens having an f/4 or faster maximum aperture. The new version II maintains the
outstanding optics of the previous version, and adds enhanced weather-resistant construction, and
improved anti-reflective surfaces in the barrel.

!
contact: John Ferritto at the next Club meeting
!
!

————————————————————————

!
Special Announcements:
!

Darrel Priebe Lightroom Classes for 2015:

My Lightroom Easy series of classes really helps photographers to bring out the best in their images.
The classes are very small, 4 to 6 people, so everyone gets individual help.
The 10% Holiday Discount will be offered to any one from the Ventura Club, if they ask, through
January 8th.

!

For further details:
www.DazzlingPhotography.com

!
!

Sherron Sheppard's Digital "Art" Workshop:

!

"Photoshop Fundamentals" Starts January 19, 2015
Improve your Photoshop skills with Sherron's 4 week PHOTOSHOP FUNDAMENTALS On-Line
Workshop for Photoshop and Elements users.

!

For further details:
http://equinephotographers.org/courses/
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Officials for 2015
President:
Sal Santangelo
---------------------------------------------	

Vice President:
Ken MacGregor
Treasurer:
Susannah Kramer
Judge Coordinator:

Bernie Goldstein
Membership Chair:
Joyce Schoppe
Website:
TBD - Please Volunteer!

“London Street Scene” by Ken MacGregor

Newsletter:
Ken MacGregor
Digital Image Entry Coordinator:
Albert Huen
Workshop Coordinator:
Denise Wenger
Photo Opportunities:
JP Watson

!
!
!
!
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

Page !14

