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Inertia. What does that have to do with creativity? As you
might recall from last month’s article, I had attended a
workshop in which one of the moderators was Ted Orland.
He was having a dialogue with us about creativity. He then
went around the room asking each of us what we felt
impeded our vision. I was surprised at the varied answers.
My response was the inability to see a composition. When
it finally got back to Ted, he responded “inertia”.
I have to confess. I have used my being president of the
club (as well as my other commitments) as an excuse for
not having more images to submit for critique. I could also
use my fear of being judged against the talent we have in
the club, my concern for the mediocrity of some of my
images, my lack of vision, or my poor compositional skills. I
could add I don’t have the eye or I’m uninspired. My muse
abandoned me! All these excuses despite seeing potential
images every day as I go about the area. And then the
pretexts start. Well, the light would be better later in the day
or tomorrow morning. Where could I park and get out for
this shot. I don’t have my camera with me and any of a
hundred other excuses.
So we come back to inertia. Inertia comes from the Latin
word, iners, meaning idle or sluggish; the resistance of any
physical object to any change in its state of motion; an
object at rest tends to stay at rest. This, however, is only
half of the definition. It goes on to state…an object in
motion stays in motion with the same speed and direction
until acted upon by an external force.
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Prez Pad (cont’d)

Let’s abandon the pure physics involved in all these explanations. I am sure Galileo and Sir
Isaac Newton will excuse us for at least this time.
Back to Ted Orland now. His whole point was that if you are not out shooting, creativity
doesn’t have a chance. Without experiential input there will be no seeing, learning, cross
referencing or other memory jogging interactions of the input from our senses. All creativity
starts first with external encounters. My addition to this is the continuation of the principle of
inertia. If we get out, start to shoot images, then we may find it hard to stop until an outside
force intervenes…most likely a spouse complaining about how much time we’re spending
behind the lens. Now that I have written about it (and most eloquently I must add…LOL) it is
time for me to quit pontificating and get off my a… and start to shoot again.

!
Harold Feinstein, photographer extraordinaire, best known for his Coney Island and street
images but also a much larger portfolio, died last week. His website is http://
www.haroldfeinstein.com/ I think his photography is inspired and a source of creativity. It is
worth the time to browse!

!
See you Wednesday July 8, 2015 when the assigned topic will be “Reflection Story” and our
teacher/judge will be Chris Zsarnay.

!
Sal
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(Photobakobob is in Europe and will return next month)

!

Touring Iceland with Albert

!

!

(VCCC Member Albert has been everywhere, well, almost everywhere… here is his report on touring Iceland.)

!

We came home days ago from a tour of Iceland. It truly is a foreign
country. Mid forties are the day time high. It was very windy the first few
days, and we were prepared for the weather.

!

There are over 20 hours of daylight in June, and it's possible to photograph
at 3 in the morning without a tripod! There's no golden hour --- dawn and
dusk coexist murkily, and the reverse is true in the winter. I imagine then it
must be quite depressing with 20 hours of darkness everyday. There are
only so many Aurora Borealis pictures you can take. The Icelanders are
pretty stoic people.

!

Iceland is a geologist's paradise. Long
ago, volcanoes and earthquakes ruled
this land. You can see evidence of lava
layers, columns, and fault lines in many
places. It's also a land of glaciers, hot
springs, waterfalls and geysers. These
natural resources drive the cost of
energy down, and people enjoy their
long hot showers guilt free! It was an
experience to soak in a well known hot
spring — like the Blue Lagoon. We
smeared mud on our face and skin. It
was supposed to take 10 to 20 years off
our aging appearance. You may not
recognize me the next time we meet!

!

The cost of food is a bit high, a simple
sandwich and drink can easily exceed
$15. We ate so much fish that scales
might be growing on my skin! There
was no need to exchange local currency
as credit cards are accepted
everywhere. We met mostly young
women service personnel in hotels.
They are descendants of the seafaring
Vikings, tough and strong. They carry
tourist’s luggage with ease and a smile.

!!
!!
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Touring Iceland with Albert (cont’d)

We rode in an amphibious vehicle among the floating
icebergs in a harbor one day. The rockiness was
totally unexpected. We enjoyed a boat tour in a
northern peninsula where we came face to face with
birds nesting on island cliffs. As a member of the
Audubon Society, I can attest there were black ones,
white ones, some with red body parts, and of course
they come in different sizes. I did not purchase a
huge chart showing numerous varieties of species
(well they all look alike).

!

The flights are a bit shorter than those to western
Europe, and I'm thankful for that. I took 500 or so pics,
here are a few of them. Enjoy…

!

Albert
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Page !4

VENTURA COUNTY CAMERA CLUB

THROUGH THE VIEWFINDER	


!
Exploring Digital Photography with Photonaut
!

!

JUL 2015

“CC 2015”

You might be wondering what that means… It is simply the newest major release of both
Photoshop and Lightroom, delivered a few weeks ago via the internet for free to all current
monthly subscribers. For only $9.99 a month, subscribers routinely get the latest monthly
updates and bug fixes to both products, including major annual updates, for no additional cost.
This is the deal of the century, when you consider what the full box versions of each product
used to cost combined with doing periodic version updates (that are now no longer being made
or released!). It has been reported that Adobe has taken a major hit in their annual income by
switching to this new monthly online CC subscription scheme, to the benefit of their current
customers. If you use either product, or both, you should be a monthly subscriber, or else you
are permanently stuck using old obsolete versions.

!

Not only do the monthly CC updates add new features, but they also push improvements to
how the existing tools within each product actually work. Many of the newest tools work better
than their older versions, and with less aggravating negative artifacts.

!

Which brings up the subject of HDR. A lot of people have been using third party HDR
programs, like Photomatix, because in the past they worked better than the Adobe versions. I
found the previous version in Photoshop to be tedious and to cause horrible artifacts, like
orange streaks in the sky. A few months ago, the HDR function in Lightroom CC was
upgraded to work significantly better with few or no artifacts, and to look natural with little or no
tweaking. This caused quite a stir, and now the CC version of Photoshop is equipped with this
newest version as well. If you still want your HDR images to look artsy artificial, like in a
fantasy painting, then keep using Photomatix.

!

So, here is a quick roundup of the three kinds of things you can do included in the newest
versions of Photoshop or Lightroom (or both) to expand your image processing horizons…
you should be familiar and comfortable with all three. This is old hat for our most experienced
members, but is probably something that new photographers have not yet tried to do.

!

(1) Panoramas. Even smartphones do this now, although not as well as Photoshop or
Lightroom. Panos in Photoshop or Lightroom can be used to greatly increase the resolution of
your camera to incredible levels (more on this in a future article).

!

(2) HDR - High Dynamic Range. Or how to make multiple different exposures of one given
scene and merge them into one image that smoothly shows all the details in both the highlights
and the shadows.

!

(3) Focus Stacking. When doing macro photography, you are constantly fighting a very
shallow depth of field. Getting the front and back of a flower in sharp focus in one image is not
easy. Focus stacking makes it possible by stacking images on top of each other where
different parts of the flower are taken using manually adjusted focus. You walk the focus
manually from back to front when taking each image, and the software merges them only using
the sharpest parts of each image layer in the final image.

!
!
!
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Photonaut (cont’d)
!
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Panorama: three horizontal images stitched together.

!

HDR: example of 2 exposures, 1/60 sec and 1/250 sec (2 f/stop difference), merged together.

!
Focus Stacking:
!
Take a look at Susannah’s Merit Winning Image “Blue Thistle” on page 14…
!
!
!
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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2015 Suggested Photo Opportunities

Individuals can use this information as suggested ideas/destinations for doing their own photography.
The items shown in color are the ones that people have expressed the greatest interest in doing.
There are people in the club that have been to most of these destinations in the past few years, and
can advise on what you should expect to see and do.

!

Whatever you do, mark your calendars, don’t miss the Pt Mugu Air Show with the Navy Blue Angels,
Sept 26-27. It is one of the best jet shows anywhere in the world…

!

!
!

“Over the Top” by Ken MacGregor (The image is not upside down!)

Within 45 miles:
Loons Beach (Summerland)
El Matador Beach (Malibu)
Ventura Mission
Local Ventura Beach - Sunset
Local Ventura Surfers (waterfront promenade)
Local Downtown Ventura Architecture
Nite Shooting Downtown Ventura Main Street
Ventura City Hall
Butterfly Grove - Santa Barbara (Nov-Feb)
Santa Barbara Zoo
Getty Museum/Center
Anacapa Island (Island Packers Ventura Marina)
Topanga Park
Santa Barbara Mission
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden
Pt Mugu Air Show, Sept 26-27

!
!

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

Less than 100 miles:
Hollywood at Night
Griffith Observatory at Sunset
Morrow Bay
More than 100 miles:
Pt Lobos State Beach (Monterey/Carmel)
Mono Lake
Huntington Beach
Yosemite National Park
Kings Canyon
Sequoia Park
Big Sur
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!
Membership Renewal
!Only members in good standing may submit images for judging.

Important! We are checking!
If necessary, please talk to Joyce Schoppe, our Membership Chairperson, at the next meeting, or
send an email to Joyce at:

!
membership@venturacountycameraclub.com
!Note that at the March Club meeting
the members voted (nearly unanimously) to increase the annual

membership fee by an additional $20 to cover announced increases by the Poinsettia Pavilion for the
second half of the year plus some other expenses. If you have not already done so, please provide
Joyce with the additional $20 by cash or check at the next meeting.

!
Instructions for Digital Projection Entries!
!

Please ensure your files are correctly labelled in accordance with the required format: (this is not
new!)
Required:

LastnameFirstname_IMAGE TITLE_month-year_category.jpg

example…

SmithJohn_ENTER AT OWN RISK_03-15_Assigned.jpg

!
!
!!
All images submitted for projection must be in jpg format with pixel dimensions not to exceed 1024
JohnsonRobert_WILD WEST_04-15_Open.jpg

width and/or not to exceed 768 height (1024x768). Images that exceed either of these dimensions will
not be shown.

!Images must be emailed to: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com no later than 6:00 pm on
the Monday prior to the meeting.

!
!
Please Share Your Images!
!The digital Merit Award images from the previous meeting are normally displayed in each month’s
Newsletter. If you want to share any of your special images, or PRINT MERITs in the Newsletter,
please send the digital image files to: editor@venturacountycameraclub.com
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Announcements (cont’d)

!

2015 Topic Assignment Schedule:
January: Eyes, the Window to the Soul
February: Texture
March: Golden Hour
April: Animal Close Ups (Wild or Domestic)
May: No Assignment - prints only competition
June: Architectural Details

July: Reflection Story
August: Photojournalism
September: No Assignment - prints only competition
October: Movement / Motion Blur
November: Autumn Colors
December: No Assignment - No Meeting - “End of Year” prints only competition

—————————————————————————————————

!
2015 Refreshment Schedule:
!
JAN - John Ferritto
!
FEB: Bernie Goldstein
MAR - Sal Santangelo

!
!
MAY - Allyson Barnes
!
JUN - Bruce & Joyce Schoppe
!
JUL - Les Collier
!
AUG - David Paumier
!
SEP - JP Watson
!
OCT - Ken MacGregor
!
NOV - Marie Frick
!
APR - Bryan McCall

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Announcements (cont’d)

!

Club Meeting Info:
Please come to the next meeting of the Ventura County Camera Club on...

Wednesday, July 8th, at 7 pm, Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura CA 93003

!
!

Our scheduled Judge for July is: Chris Zsarney
http://www.zstudios.com

!
!
Future Workshop Topics:
Below are the results of the voting at our June meeting.
#1 - 20 votes for Landscape, HDR, Composition, Post Processing presentation by Dan Holmes

!#2 - 18 votes for Bob Smith B&W Photography (also composition and creativity)
!#3 - 14 votes for Electronic Flash Management (Presenter TBD)
!#4 - 8 votes for Q&A Experts, Camera Techniques
!

Since our lowest attendance tends to be in July and August, due to members being out of town
for school breaks or vacations, we will attempt to schedule the above top 3 voted workshops
for Sept, Oct, & Nov.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Merit Awards

!

June 2015 Meeting
Judge: Matt Haines

!!
Digital - Assigned:
!

“Construction Site” by John Ferritto
“Bath” by Ron Lindsay
“Iron Bridge” by Ron Lindsay

!
Digital - Open:
!

“Welding” by John Ferritto
“Lonely Gate” by Gregg Gillmar
“Look Into My Eye” by Gregg Gillmar
“Shooting at Dead Horse Point” by Phil Knepper
“Antelope Canyon Seranade” by Phil Knepper
“Blue Thistle” by Susannah Kramer
“Seal Hug” by Ken MacGregor
“Sunrise Pup” by Ken MacGregor
“Peaceful Prayers” by Gina Ramsay

!
Prints - Assigned:
!

“View from the Top” by Albert Huen
“Intricate Circles” by Albert Huen

!
Prints - Open:
!

“The Narrows” by Ron Brubaker
“Zion” by Ron Brubaker
“Overcrowding” by Albert Huen
“Sunflower” by Susannah Kramer
“Gerbera” by JP Watson
“Picture in Picture” by JP Watson

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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“Construction Site” by John Ferritto

“Lonely Gate” by Gregg Gillmar

“Welding” by John Ferritto
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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“Look Into My Eye” by Gregg Gillmar

“Shooting at Dead Horse Point” by Phil Knepper
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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“Sunflower” by Susannah Kramer

“Blue Thistle” by Susannah Kramer
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

“Antelope Canyon Seranade” by Phil Knepper
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“Bath” by Ron Lindsay

“Iron Bridge” by Ron Lindsay

“Peaceful Prayers” by Gina Ramsay
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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“Sunrise Pup” by Ken MacGregor

“Seal Hug” by Ken MacGregor
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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!
Other Announcements
!
!

The Ojai Photo Club welcomes Greg Cooper as its next guest presenter. The meeting will take
place on Tuesday, July 21, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at Help of Ojai’s Kent Hall, 111 Santa Ana Street,
Ojai, CA.

!

Ojai Events Link: http://ojaievents.com/event-detail.aspx?ID=5006

!
!!
Annual Ojai Art Center Photography Exhibit - Results:
!DO YOU KNOW WHAT PEACE LOOKS LIKE?
!

Congratulations! VCCC member Susannah Kramer won 2nd place - Silver Medal Winner
“Sunset Mono Lake”. Metal print.
The exhibit runs through July 9th at 113 S. Montgomery St., Ojai CA 93023.

Photo by Ken MacGregor

!
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Other Announcements
!
!
Ojai Art Center featured photographer of the month for July 2015:
!
Congratulations to VCCC member John Ferritto!
!
http://www.ojaiacphoto.org/
!
!

Also, the “Pier into the Future” selected one of John Ferritto’s photos as the 2nd Place
winner in the Pier Photo Contest…

!!
—————————————————————————————————————————————!
2015 VC Fair:
!There is a new entry guide. Below is the website for anyone interested in entering photos in the fair.
Visit this VC Fair link for general information, entry forms, due dates and guidelines. Online entry is
required, and is from 1 June through 20 July 2015. I want to thank JP for letting us know about this.

!

http://www.venturacountyfair.org/fair/entryguides/
No borders, no front matting. Image prints to be flush mounted to the edges of a white or black
backboard, with Velcro on the back at the top corners. However, a small white printed border
(1/4th inch or less) is acceptable on the front printed surface. More:

!
http://www.venturacountyfair.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2015-Photographya.pdf
!
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Professional Support

Below are some of the local professional photographers that have been gracious in providing their free
time as judges to attend and critique member’s images at our recent Club meetings. Thank you all for
supporting our Club!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!

Sherron Sheppard:
http://www.sherronsheppard.com

http://www.sheppardphotography.com!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Dan Holmes Photography Workshops, Tours, and Photo Adventures:
http://www.danholmesphoto.com/Danholmesphoto.com/Workshops.html!

!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!
!
!

Robert Fields Fine Art Travel Photography
http://www.robertfields.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Mark Jansen (& Holly Higbee-Janzen) Photography and Expedition Workshops:
http://www.jansenphotoexpeditions.com/Pages/default.aspx!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Sam and Patricia Gardner - Medici Portraiture Studio
http://www.mediciportraiture.com/about-medici-portraiture/meet-the-artists-sam-patricia-gardner-fine-artphotographer

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Gary Moss Photography - (Gary is Photo Editor of 805 Living Magazine)
http://www.garymossphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Chris Zsarnay - Z Studios
http://www.zstudios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Greg Cooper - Brooks Institute
email: gcooper@brooks.edu
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bill Hendricks - Ventura College
http://www.hendricks-studios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Matt Haines
http://matthainesphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ines Roberts
https://sites.google.com/site/ccccangle/bios/ines-roberts
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Officials for 2015
President:
Sal Santangelo
---------------------------------------------	

Vice President:
Ken MacGregor
Treasurer:
Susannah Kramer
Judge Coordinator:
Bernie Goldstein
Memberships:
Joyce Schoppe
Website:
Ilka Boogaard
Image by Albert Huen

Newsletter:
Ken MacGregor
Digital Image Entries:
Albert Huen
Workshops:
Denise Wenger
Photo Opportunities:
JP Watson

!
!
!
!
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