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I’ve found that it takes me one day for every hour time zone
difference to resolve my jet lag. The Moroccan time
difference was nine hours and so I have finally just reached
the point of having regained functional capacity.
Twelve friends went on a Moroccan odyssey. It really was
an odyssey. We have also returned, still friends. Morocco
is without doubt a fascinating amalgam of cultures, French,
Arabic and Berber. There is a cosmopolitan air about the
Mediterranean coastal areas and cities, Casablanca and
Rabat; an exotic air when in Fes, Marrakech, Chefchaouen;
a mystical sensibility while in the desert. The father of the
current King probably stated it more eloquently… ”Morocco
is like a tree whose roots lie in Africa but whose leaves
breathe in European air.” Moroccan hospitality is more than
just a tradition. We were welcomed, accommodated and
cared for by all.
Photo opportunities abound but short of landscapes,
cityscapes and some wide shots, it is a challenging location
for photographers. People do not want their photograph
taken. The camera comes up and so do the shouts,
aversion of the face, retreat into doorways or hands up over
faces. There is an ingrained suspicion of any image taking
process, some related to the stealing of their soul, some
related to the thought you are going to make money from
the use of their personal visage and finally the thought that
you are doing this so that you can desecrate them by
spitting or defacing their images.
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On my travels, I have almost universally asked for permission to take photos of people and
respected their wishes when they have declined. I shoot with the equivalent of a 25-85 mm
zoom which pretty well puts me in the mix of whom or what I am photographing. I have never
liked the disconnect of shooting with a 70-200 mm tele-zoom. On this trip, I occasionally shot
from the hip, at wide angle for maximum DOF and at aperture priority. Most of these images
were unusable, poor aim and camera movement resulting in poor framing of the subject and/
or blurred images. Occasionally, a keeper would emerge. I found I didn’t like this. I felt I was
cheating/stealing from these people. I stopped.
So, what’s the solution? I noticed fewer protestations when people would aim their “point and
shoot” cameras. Was a big DSLR a greater threat? Was it suggestive of a professional
photographer to fear? I don’t know. Certainly the objections didn’t disappear but certainly
seemed diminished and less intense. Sure wish I could afford that Leica!
I would like to extend a big thank you to Bernie, Joyce, JP, Susannah, Ken and Albert for
holding down the fort in my absence. A big thanks also goes out to Dan Holmes for his
excellent workshop presentation.
See you Wednesday October 14, 2015. Our assigned topic is Movement/Motion Blur. Our
judge and mentor will be Steve Roosa.
- Sal

Image by - Sal
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Photographic Musings with Photobakobob

!

The Photobook – A Tool for Creativity and Expression

As with many members of the Club, I have always
taken a lot of photos. The question was – and is – what
to do with all of that priceless art? I used to organize
my prints into albums, and during the years of the
Kodachrome and Ektachrome slide, maintained
numerous carousels loaded with slides (remember
them?). Sometimes I subjected the willing (and others)
to slide shows. When digital came along, it saved a
lot of storage space. Slide shows still are possible, but
without the old style slide, and I have done them, but
they never appealed to me. When photobook
technology developed to a point making it possible for the individual photographer to design
and inexpensively produce his/her own work, I was hooked immediately.

!

Why? The photobook provides the opportunity to very effectively summarize an event or
photographic project in a manner that can be both creative and dramatic through the use of
images as well as words. And the really good photobook software allows a high degree of
creative freedom in almost all aspects of the book’s design and layout.
Since I travel a lot, returning with thousands of images, the creation of a photobooks
requires me to strictly discipline myself as I work through those images in order to prepare
them – and choose them – for inclusion in the book. I like to think it makes me a better
critic of my own work.

!

This article is not about photobook software or services. There is plenty of information
about that available on the Web. I will make one quick observation, however. There
appears to be two general approaches to software. In one, the software makes most, if not
all, of the layout decisions, equivalent to the “auto” setting on your camera. I never use that
approach. The other type allows the user to create his/her own layouts and other designs
(within some bounds, of course). Some gives you the choice of either. Most recently I have
been using My Publisher, which, although not perfect, does allow creative control as an
option. It also frequently offers very good deals.

!

In my photobook design, I try to tell the story of the event or trip through images and some
brief descriptive text. I’ll use My Publisher as the exemplar here. I usually use their 15x11.5
inch size because I think it results in greater impact. The process starts, I believe, with a
good cover, one which sets the tone for the story, and My Publisher provides an option
which allows a full bleed image. Here, and below, are three examples:
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!

Sometimes I include a map showing the itinerary. Needless to say, much of the layout work
is done in Photoshop before moving it into the photobook software. Although photobook
software usually does have some minor editing capabilities, varying with the product, if you
want to do major image editing, you will need to use a dedicated photo editing application.

!

One of the neat features of photobook systems is the ability to overlap and inset images.
Here’s an example, showing a digital display as well as a porthole view in the same image.
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Photobook software also allows grouping and arranging images on the same page. I frequently
do this to illustrate different aspects of the same scene or object. Or simply to organize images
that relate to each other in terms of place and/or subject.

!

Here’s a couple of examples:

!
!
!

!

And, although I trusted the snake charmer, I

didn’t get too close to that snake.

!
!

Finally, let’s not forget that, as photographers, we like to show off our work, and the photobook
can do that, too. In my opinion, the image reproduction is done by the photobook vendors is pretty
good, and some is outstanding. So you will
want to reserve some full pages for your best
images. Sometimes you even will be able to
spread your image across two adjacent
pages. As always, “best” is a matter of
opinion. Here is one example from my book
on the Arctic:

!
!
As always, Have Fun!
!
Photobakobob
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2015 Suggested Photo Opportunities

Individuals can use this information as suggested ideas/destinations for doing their own photography.
The items shown in color are the ones that people have expressed the greatest interest in doing.
There are people in the club that have been to most of these destinations in the past few years, and
can advise on what you should expect to see and do.

!
!
!
!
!

!

Within 45 miles:
Loons Beach (Summerland)
El Matador Beach (Malibu)
Ventura Mission
Local Ventura Beach - Sunset
Local Ventura Surfers (waterfront promenade)
Local Downtown Ventura Architecture
Nite Shooting Downtown Ventura Main Street
Ventura City Hall
Butterfly Grove - Santa Barbara (Nov-Feb)
Santa Barbara Zoo
Getty Museum/Center
Anacapa Island (Island Packers Ventura Marina)
Topanga Park
Santa Barbara Mission
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden
Pt Mugu Air Show

Less than 100 miles:
Hollywood at Night
Griffith Observatory at Sunset
Morrow Bay
More than 100 miles:
Pt Lobos State Beach (Monterey/Carmel)
Mono Lake
Huntington Beach
Yosemite National Park
Kings Canyon
Sequoia Park
Big Sur!

!
!
!
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Membership Renewal
!Only members in good standing may submit images for judging. If necessary, please talk to
Joyce Schoppe, our Membership Chairperson, at the next meeting, or send an email to Joyce at:
!
membership@venturacountycameraclub.com
!!
Instructions for Digital Projection Entries!

!

Please ensure your files are correctly labelled in accordance with the required format:
Required:

LastnameFirstname_IMAGE TITLE_month-year_category.jpg

example…

SmithJohn_ENTER AT OWN RISK_03-15_Assigned.jpg

!
!
!!
All images submitted for projection must be in jpg format with pixel dimensions not to exceed 1024
JohnsonRobert_WILD WEST_04-15_Open.jpg

width and/or not to exceed 768 height (1024x768). Images that exceed either of these dimensions will
not be shown.

!Images must be emailed to: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com no later than 6:00 pm by the
Monday prior to the meeting.

!
!
Please Share Your Images!
!The digital Merit Award images from the previous meeting are normally displayed in each month’s

Newsletter. The Newsletter is normally posted to the Club’s website on the web. If you want to share
any of your special images, or PRINT MERITs in the Newsletter, please send the digital image files to:

!editor@venturacountycameraclub.com
!!
!!
!
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2015 Topic Assignment Schedule:
January: Eyes, the Window to the Soul
February: Texture
March: Golden Hour
April: Animal Close Ups (Wild or Domestic)
May: No Assignment - print only competition
June: Architectural Details
July: Reflection Story
August: Photojournalism
September: No Assignment - print only competition - all Open

October: Movement / Motion Blur
November: Autumn Colors
December: No Assignment - No Meeting - “End of Year” prints only competition

—————————————————————————————————

!
2015 Refreshment Schedule:
!
JAN - John Ferritto
!
FEB: Bernie Goldstein
MAR - Sal Santangelo

!
!
MAY - Allyson Barnes
!
JUN - Bruce & Joyce Schoppe
!
JUL - Les Collier
!
AUG - David Paumier
!
SEP - JP Watson
!
OCT - Ken MacGregor
!
NOV - Marie Frick
!
APR - Bryan McCall
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Club Announcements (cont’d)
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Club Meeting Info:
Please come to the next meeting of the Ventura County Camera Club on the second
Wednesday of the month...

Wednesday, October 14th, at 7 pm, Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura CA 93003.
Our scheduled Judge for October is: Steve Roosa
http://www.sandstonephoto.net

!
!
Club Workshops at the Poinsettia: (mark your calendar!)
!
Oct 28 - Bob Smith
!
“Something to Think About”
Exploration of B&W and color
Showing his personal work…
Brooks Institute Teacher

!
!

Feb 2016 and Mar 2016 - Hutch
“Flash Lighting” Using portable flash photography

Covering the first of the three elements of an iconic photograph - Light, Composition, and Subject Interest

!!

Welcome New Member:
Cassie (Cassondra) Silva
Ventura, CA

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Club Merit Awards

!
Results of September 2015 Meeting
!
!
!
Prints Only - Open: (all entries were Open by default)

!
!
!

“Throne for the Clouds” by Harry Banks
“Has Anyone Seen My Dive Buddy” by Chris Borel
“Hueneme Pier” by Ron Brubaker
“Pots” by John Ferritto
“Harbor Boat” by John Ferritto
“Guard Duty” by Bernie Goldstein
“Seating In the Sunlight” by Bernie Goldstein
“Backside” by Erin Hanlon
“Vatican City, Rome” by Erin Hanlon
“Blues In the Night” by Albert Huen
“Circles of Antiquity” by Albert Huen
“Day Break” by Albert Huen
“Historical Vehicle” by Susannah Kramer
“Lucky Shot” by Israel Rios
“Roses” by Al Sarnelle
“Swinging At the Faiv” by Al Sarnelle
“Mining Country” by JP Watson
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The Point Mugu Air Show on 25, 26, and 27 September 2015 was a golden opportunity to photograph
aircraft doing amazing world class acrobatic flying, including the Navy’s Blue Angels, one of the
biggest, loudest, and best jet shows in the world. Folks that attended were treated to a rare show, it
has been 5 years since there was an air show at Point Mugu, 10 years since the Blue Angels last
appeared there, and it was announced in the local press that another air show at Point Mugu might
not occur again in the future for at least another 3 to 5 years. So please enjoy these images courtesy
of the Club members that braved the incredible two hour traffic jams and crowds of 75,000 to 90,000
per day, and offered them to the Newsletter for everyone to view.

!

“Blue Angels Vapor” by JP Watson
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Club Images (cont’d)

“Blue Angels” by Bernie Goldstein

!

“Split Left” by Ken MacGregor

!
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Club Images (cont’d)

“Jet Power” by Ken MacGregor
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Other Announcements

Ojai Photo Club:

!
Photographer Chris Jensen At Ojai Photo Club
!
September 29-30, 2015
!
Join us at this Ojai event!
!

The Ojai Photo Club welcomes Ventura photographer and musician, Chris Jensen, as its
guest presenter for the month of October. His talk and slide show of images will take place on
October 20, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at Help of Ojai’s Kent Hall, 111 Santa Ana Street, Ojai, CA.
Jensen will be addressing portrait photography. His images range from creative and often
quirky compositions to masterful studies that reveal the sitter’s essence. He will discuss the
primary and secondary elements of creating compelling portraits and he indicates, “First and
foremost is lighting, lighting and lighting!” Pointers on creating a scene with sets, backdrops,
and environments will be included. Part of that scene creation topic will include posing the
subject, composition of the image and use of props. Each of these elements in his work helps
create and convey the character and personality of his models. He will also address how “sell
through” can help develop a photographer’s bottom line.

!
Visitors are welcome to attend. Only Ojai members may submit images for review.
!
Myrna
!
!
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Professional Support

Below are some of the local professional photographers that have been gracious in providing their free
time as judges to attend and critique member’s images at our recent Club meetings. Thank you all for
supporting our Club!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!

Sherron Sheppard:
http://www.sherronsheppard.com

http://www.sheppardphotography.com!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Dan Holmes Photography Workshops, Tours, and Photo Adventures:
http://www.danholmesphoto.com/Danholmesphoto.com/Workshops.html!

!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————

!
!
!
!
!

Robert Fields Fine Art Travel Photography
http://www.robertfields.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Mark Jansen (& Holly Higbee-Janzen) Photography and Expedition Workshops:
http://www.jansenphotoexpeditions.com/Pages/default.aspx!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Sam and Patricia Gardner - Medici Portraiture Studio
http://www.mediciportraiture.com/about-medici-portraiture/meet-the-artists-sam-patricia-gardner-fine-artphotographer

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Gary Moss Photography - (Gary is Photo Editor of 805 Living Magazine)
http://www.garymossphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Chris Zsarnay - Z Studios
http://www.zstudios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Greg Cooper - Brooks Institute
email: gcooper@brooks.edu
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bill Hendricks - Ventura College
http://www.hendricks-studios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Matt Haines
http://matthainesphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ines Roberts
https://sites.google.com/site/ccccangle/bios/ines-roberts
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Officials for 2015
President:
Sal Santangelo
---------------------------------------------	

Vice President:
Ken MacGregor
Treasurer:
Susannah Kramer
Judge Coordinator:
Bernie Goldstein
Memberships:
Joyce Schoppe
Website:
Ilka Boogaard
Newsletter:
Ken MacGregor
Digital Image Entries:
Albert Huen
Workshops:
Denise Wenger
Photo Opportunities:
JP Watson

!
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