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The special presentation
Wednesday evening
impressed me on a number
of fronts. The most obvious
was Jami Tarris and Theo
Allofs. Ken and I took them
out to dinner before the
presentation. They were
warm, outgoing and genuine.
Their presentations were fun and informative and the
photography was wonderful.
But on another front, the evening was successful because
of all who contributed their time and/or expertise. I would
like to thank Myrna Cambianica of the Ojai Photo Club and
Hutch Hutchison of the Thousand Oaks Photo Group for
their help in publicizing the event to their members and
friends. I would also like to thank all those who facilitated
this event coming together, and also those who volunteered
and turned out to help the evening of the presentation,
including Ken MacGregor, Albert Huen, JP Watson, Ron
and Sally Brubaker, Bruce and Joyce Schoppe, Claude
Whelchel, Les Collier, Ed Ruckle, and Leaf Edmondson. I
am sure I left out some and if so I apologize.
I was also impressed with the great turn out, 77-80
individuals, resulting in at least 2-3 new members and
interest from a number of others that I hope turn into
membership.
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From the Prez’s Pad (cont’d)
My impression from a lot of you and also from guests was
that they had an enjoyable and informative evening. I hope
we have the opportunity to do something like this annually.
It is fun, informative, good PR for the club and hopefully a
source of photographers who may wish to explore what we
have to offer as a club. Again, thank you to all who
contributed time, expertise and muscle into making this the
success it was!
Another bit of good news this month is that we have
Image by Focus Expeditions
confirmed that we have liability coverage for field trips! This is an offering the club has sorely
lacked and many of you have wanted. Because we have that ability now, don’t just think trips
or photo shoots will miraculously appear. No matter how involved or simple an event may
seem, they require someone to manage, organize and coordinate.
If you have complained about the lack of field trips and photo shoots, now is your chance to
step up and become chairperson of this activity. Don’t use your lack of experience or not
knowing what to do as an excuse. Your enthusiasm is the only qualifying criterion.
Leadership will provide all the support you need!
As a reminder, our Wednesday May 11, 2016 meeting is a prints only critique. Our judge/
teacher is an old and valued friend of the club, Dan Holmes.
Just a thought to leave you with. A well-known photographer, Harold Feinstein (1931 – 2015)
was asked how he knew he had the makings of a good photograph. His reply was classic,
“When your mouth drops open, click the shutter”.
See you May 11th.

~ Sal

Special Presentation by Jamie Tarris and Theo Allofs of Focus Expeditions - hosted by VCCC - pano photo by JP
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Musings with Photobakobob
“Wildlife Photography - Why Do We Do It?”
(all photos by Photobakobob)

We are in an open four wheel drive jeep, four of us, a driver, and a
spotter, bouncing along through the bush in the Sabi Sands region
of South Africa. The four of us are heavily armed - with cameras searching for prey, a leopard said to be in the region. The spotter
sees the leopard, and the driver makes a sudden turn to follow. We
get close, and take a few shots, but she (the leopard) is on a
mission, and we follow through the underbrush, branches breaking
above us. Finally we arrive at her destination, the shore of the Sand
River, where a recently
deceased cape buffalo
lies. Time for lunch. We
park close to the action
and have the time of our
lives observing and
capturing the ancient and fascinating ritual of life by tooth
and claw. We must have been there for about an hour as
the leopard munched on that carcass, but no one was
impatient, except, perhaps, for the hyenas that had
surrounded the area awaiting their turn when the leopard
was done.
On our various trips – including three to Africa – we have seen
life in the wild in many manifestations. Sometimes it is pretty
domestic – prides of lions with their cubs, newborn hyena
cubs, chimps grooming each other. In other instances, the iron
laws of survival take charge, and the situation becomes a bit
harsher. So we
might see
African wild
dogs chasing
down and killing
a gazelle, and, then, a few moments later, a lion
sauntering over to take the kill away from the dogs.
We have never been disappointed, and usually didn’t
know what we would see next.
These expeditions are opportunities to observe and
capture images of animals in their own environments
living as they have since before civilization as we
know it existed.
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

Page !3

VENTURA COUNTY CAMERA CLUB

THROUGH THE VIEWFINDER

MAY 2016

Musings with Photobakobob (cont’d)
They are not tame, not pets, not in a zoo or wild animal park. We see them in their natural state
and observe them as they are. There is no fence between us and them, no barrier keeping that lion
from a good snack. So the frisson of danger (but, admittedly, not that much) is there. I think we like
to see part of ourselves in the animals, too, and not just the primates, especially when they are in
family groups. We love to watch those cute lion cubs and grooming chimps.
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Musings with Photobakobob(cont’d)
And, let’s face it; we (Homo sapiens, that is) have a fascination with wild animals, particularly the big
cats. Statues of them grace Roman and other temples, the big kitties are zoo favorites, and the wellknown first stanza of one of the most famous poems in the English language, William Blake’s Tiger,
Tiger, perfectly encompasses the power and beauty we feel when we see one, especially in the
wild:

Tiger, tiger, burning bright
In the forests of the night,
What immortal hand or eye
Could frame thy fearful symmetry?
There are no tigers in Africa, but we have seen one in the wild in India. However, Blake’s words
apply just as well to any big cat – and to many other wild animals, particularly predators, such as
hyenas (although some might object to the “symmetry” part).
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Musings with Photobakobob(cont’d)

Occasionally animals in the wild get annoyed at our presence, and we have been threatened by
elephants and rhinos couple of times. But mostly they ignore us if we stay in our vehicles where we
belong.
So why do we do it? I have discussed some of the reasons, but to me, it mostly comes down to this:
the knowledge that I am, at those brief times, sharing part of their world. I do it, in other words,
because it is real, and for that there is no substitute.

Photobakobob
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Club Merit Awards
Results of April 2016 Meeting
Judge: Gary Moss

Digital Assigned:
“Rainbow Bridge” by Gregg Gillmar
“Soribashi” by Susannah Kramer
“Golden Gate Sunset” by Wally Olsen
“Bridge of Protection” by David Paumier
“Rail Reflection” by Sal Santangelo

Digital Open:
“Big Bird has Kermit over for Lunch” by Les Collier
“Fishing by Light” by Les Collier
“Holding Still” by Les Collier
“Flowers on the Beach” by Gregg Gillmar
“Sunshine on Trees” by Gregg Gillmar
“Mariachi Dancer” by Bernie Goldstein
“Promenade Passion” by Bernie Goldstein
“Misty Morning” by Phil Knepper
“Feska” by Susannah Kramer
“Remembrance” by Ken MacGregor
“Broken Dream” by Ed Pinsky
“Beatles Mirage” by Sal Santangelo
“Coming Home” by Al Sarnelle
“Tomato Splash” by Al Sarnelle
“Ray-Bans Needed” by JP Watson

Print Assigned:
“Canal Bridges” by Albert Huen
“Rush Hour on the U-bien Bridge” by Albert Huen

Print Open:
“Merchant of Olivas” by Bernie Goldstein
“Tyger, Tyger Burning Bright, In the Forest of the Night” by Susannah Kramer
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Club Merit Awards

“Big Bird has Kermit over for Lunch” by Les Collier

“Fishing by Light” by Les Collier

“Holding Still” by Les Collier
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Club Merit Awards

“Sunshine on Trees” by Gregg Gillmar

“Flowers on the Beach” by Gregg Gillmar
“Rainbow Bridge” by Gregg Gillmar
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Club Merit Awards

“Misty Morning” by Phil Knepper

“Promenade Passion” by Bernie Goldstein

“Mariachi Dancer” by Bernie Goldstein
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Club Merit Awards

“Tyger, Tyger Burning Bright, In the Forest of the Night” by Susannah Kramer

“Soribashi” by Susannah Kramer
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Club Merit Awards

“Golden Gate Sunset” by Wally Olsen

“Bridge of Protection” by David Paumier

“Remembrance” by Ken MacGregor
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Club Merit Awards

“Broken Dream” by Ed Pinsky

“Beatles Mirage” by Sal Santangelo
“Rail Reflection” by Sal Santangelo
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Club Merit Awards

“Tomato Splash” by Al Sarnelle

“Coming Home” by Al Sarnelle

“Ray-Bans Needed” by JP Watson

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

Page !14

VENTURA COUNTY CAMERA CLUB

THROUGH THE VIEWFINDER

MAY 2016

Club Announcements

Club Meeting Info:
Please come to the next meeting of the Ventura County Camera Club on the second
Wednesday of the month...
Wednesday, May 11th, at 7 pm, Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura CA 93003.

Our Scheduled Judge for May is: Dan Holmes
http://www.danholmesphoto.com/Danholmesphoto.com/Workshops.html

———————————————————————————————————————————————-—-

Natural Light Portrait by Ken MacGregor
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Announcements
Ojai Photography Club:
May 17, 2016
The Ojai Photo Club welcomes Emmy Award-winning filmmaker
and photographer, Elizabeth Pepin Silva, as guest presenter for
May. Documenting the shattering of stereotypical “beach babe”
images in surfing culture, and the rise of women surfers as world
class athletes, her presentation is titled “Waterwomen - On the
Shore No More.”
The meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. on May 17, 2016, at
Help of Ojai’s Kent Hall, 111 Santa Ana Street, Ojai, CA. More
information on Silva is at her website:
http://www.otwfront.com

Photography Branch of the Ojai Art Center:
The Photography Branch of the Ojai Art Center welcomes artists to submit photographic
images in black and white for the upcoming 13th annual juried photography exhibit, “Shades
of Gray,” opening June 4 with a reception from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
All entries must be in black and white photographic media. The subject matter is open, and
can be pure photographic or digitally altered images. Amateurs, professionals, and students
in grades 7 through 12, are all welcome to enter. Students will have free entry fees. For full
information and questions contact: David Baker (805) 558-6460 (call or text) or e-mail at
david@ojaiimages.com
For the Call for Artists please visit: http://ojaiacphoto.org/2016-annual-exhibit.html
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Announcements
Brooks Institute Workshops:
Website: workshops.brooks.edu
Contact Cyndi at:
Email: cdimicco@brooks.edu
#: 805-275-5356
To register: WWW.FISHEYECONNECT.COM
Workshop Location:
Brooks Institute
5301 N. Ventura Ave
Ventura, CA 93001

“Principals of Flash Photography”
Saturday 11 Jun 2016 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM
This new one-day workshop is designed to change your relationship with your flash and allow
you to create more beautiful and sophisticated images through the control of light. Lunch is
included in the fee.

“Natural Light Portraiture”
Saturday Jun 2016 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM
This popular one-day class and workshop will focus on the fundamentals of quality natural
lighting and posing, emphasizing the basic elements of outdoor portraiture. Models and
lunch are included in the fee.
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Club Announcements (cont’d)

Annual Membership Renewal:
Only members in good standing may submit images for judging. If necessary, please talk to Joyce
Schoppe, our Membership Chairperson, or send an email to Joyce at:
membership@venturacountycameraclub.com
It is requested that you send your annual dues (Regular $60, Student $30) to:
Joyce Schoppe
4875 Mascagni St.
Ventura, CA 93003
Annual dues for new members will be prorated on a quarterly basis if joining after the first quarter.
Make your check out to: “Ventura County Camera Club, Inc.” We are an incorporated nonprofit.

Instructions for Digital Projection Entries:
Please ensure your files are correctly labelled in accordance with the required format:
Required:

LastnameFirstname_IMAGE TITLE_month-year_category.jpg

example…

SmithJohn_ENTER AT OWN RISK_03-16_Assigned.jpg

Images must be emailed to: digitalentries@venturacountycameraclub.com no later than 6:00 pm by the
Monday prior to the Club meeting. All images submitted for projection must be in jpg format with pixel
dimensions not to exceed: 1920 width, and/or not to exceed 1080 height, total (1920x1080). This
is the industry standard High Definition (HD) format, and is TWICE the resolution of before.

JP’s Reasons to Submit Images:
1. We pay membership dues so we can learn from having our photography critiqued. Take
advantage of it!
2.

It doesn't cost anything to members to submit digital images.

3.

If a digital image does not earn a merit, nobody knows who it belongs to, so it's not embarrassing.

4. There is plenty of time to submit images before the monthly deadline! Images can be submitted
anytime after the previous meeting. A whole month - you don't have to wait till the last minute!
5.

We hope to view a broader variety of artistry to be critiqued.

6. Images don't have to be of the assigned topic. You have the choice to submit a total of 3 images in
the "Open" category, if you want.
WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM
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Club Announcements (cont’d)
2016 Assigned Topics List:
January:

Textures

February:

Eyes

March:

Macro (of anything)

April:

Bridges

May:

No Assignment - Print Only Competition

June:

Landscapes

July:

Night Lights

August:

Shadows

September:

No Assignment - Print Only Competition

October:

Black and White

November:

Architecture

December:

No Assignment - No Meeting - Year End Comp

2016 Refreshment Schedule:
January:

Sal Santangelo

February:

Ron & Sally Brubaker

March:

Bernie Goldstein

April:

Joyce Schoppe

May:

Ed Nailor

June:

Wally Olsen

July:

Albert Huen

August:

Don Hoffman & Sharon Kolsch

September:

Art Leseberg

October:

Ken MacGregor

November:

Ed Pinsky
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2016 Suggested Photo Opportunities
Individuals can use this information as suggested ideas/destinations for doing their own
photography. There are people in the club that have been to most of these destinations in
the past few years, and can advise you on what you should expect to see if you go there…
Within 45 miles:

Less than 100 miles:

Loons Beach (Summerland)
El Matador Beach (Malibu)
Ventura Mission
Local Ventura Beach - Sunset
Local Ventura Surfers (waterfront promenade)
Local Downtown Ventura Architecture

Hollywood at Night
Griffith Observatory at Sunset
Morrow Bay

Nite Shooting Downtown Ventura Main Street
area
Ventura City Hall
Butterfly Grove - Santa Barbara (Nov-Feb)
Santa Barbara Zoo
Getty Museum/Center
Anacapa Island (Island Packers Ventura Marina)
Topanga Park
Santa Barbara Mission
Santa Barbara Botanical Garden

WWW.VENTURACOUNTYCAMERACLUB.COM

More than 100 miles:
Pt Lobos State Beach (Monterey/
Carmel)
Mono Lake
Huntington Beach
Yosemite National Park
Kings Canyon
Sequoia Park
Big Sur!
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Professional Support
Below are some of the local professional photographers that have been gracious in providing
their free time as judges to attend and critique member’s images at our recent Club meetings.
Thank you all for supporting our Club!
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Sherron Sheppard:
http://www.sherronsheppard.com

http://www.sheppardphotography.com

——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Dan Holmes Photography Workshops, Tours, and Photo Adventures:
http://www.danholmesphoto.com/Danholmesphoto.com/Workshops.html
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Robert Fields Fine Art Travel Photography
http://www.robertfields.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Mark Jansen (& Holly Higbee-Jansen) Photography and Expedition Workshops:
http://www.jansenphotoexpeditions.com/Pages/default.aspx
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Sam and Patricia Gardner - Medici Portraiture Studio
http://www.mediciportraiture.com/about-medici-portraiture/meet-the-artists-sam-patricia-gardner-fine-art-photographer
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Gary Moss Photography - (Gary is Photo Editor of 805 Living Magazine)
http://www.garymossphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Chris Zsarnay - Z Studios
http://www.zstudios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Greg Cooper - Brooks Institute
email: gcooper@brooks.edu
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Bill Hendricks - Ventura College
http://www.hendricks-studios.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Matt Haines
http://matthainesphotography.com
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ines Roberts
https://sites.google.com/site/ccccangle/bios/ines-roberts
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
Ann Hutton
http://www.annehuttonphotography.com/
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2016 Club Officials
Tips from JP….
Placing something dark behind your subject
will bring it forward. Will make it stand out
better.
When taking portrait shots of people take 2
or 3 shots as your subject might relax a little
when they hear the first click. You might get a
more natural look.
If you are trying to direct people in your shot
don't say move left & right. Use your hands
to point to where you want someone to move
or stand.

President:
Sal Santangelo
--------------------------------------------Vice President:
Ken MacGregor
Treasurer:
Susannah Kramer
Secretary:
Bruce Schoppe
--------------------------------------------Judge Coordinator:
Bernie Goldstein
Memberships:
Joyce Schoppe
Website:
Cassie Silva
Newsletter:
Ken MacGregor
Digital Image Entries and
Projection:
JP Watson/Susannah Kramer
Publicity:
John Ferritto
Photo Opportunities:
JP Watson
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