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We hope you will have a very happy
and healthy New Year.
Editorial Committee:
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Have you looked at our website: www.yarnton-village.org.uk?

CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH
Fri. 2nd
Mon. 5th
Mon. 5th
Mon. 5th
Mon. 5th
Wed. 7th
Wed. 7th
Wed. 7th
Wed. 7th
Thur. 8th
Thur. 8th
Fri. 9th
Wed. 14th
Thur. 15th
Thur. 15th
Wed. 21st
Fri. 23rd
Sat. 24th

Scouts, Scout Hut, 7 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. (and every Friday)
Short Mat Bowling, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday)
Cubs, Scout Hut, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. (and every Monday)
Book Reading Group, tel. 371656
Explorers, Scout Hut, 8.15 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. (and every Monday)
9.30 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s (and every Wednesday)
‘Little Sheep’ (and every Wednesday in term-time), 10.15 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s
Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. (and every Wednesday)
Beavers, Scout Hut, 4.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m. (and every Wednesday)
Senior Club, Village Hall, 2. p.m.
W.I., Village Hall, 7.45 p.m.
Sing-along music group for babies and pre-schoolers, (and every Thursday in term time),
Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m.
Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Senior Club, Village Hall, 2. p.m.
Christianity Explored, 21 The Garth, 7.30 p.m.
YAPS Pantomime, 7.30 p.m., Village Hall
YAPS Pantomime, 3 p.m. and 7.30 p.m., Village Hall

Advertising Rates
One-eighth A4 page: £72 per year, or £8 per issue
One-quarter A4 page: £117 per year, or £13 per issue
One-half A4 page: £23 per issue
Whole A4 page: £40 per issue
Classified Ads: 5p per word. Must include telephone number.
Discounted rates for annual advertising require payment up front for the whole year.
The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers.
Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton
Yarnton Village News is printed by Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd.
Tel. 01993 868179/868705, email: ldioffice@btconnect.com

Copy Deadline for February Issue
Material for inclusion in the February Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 9th January.
Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and helen.anderson4@ntlworld.com
or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637.
The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of
space limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into.
Copy date for the March issue is Friday 6th February.

Yarnton Village Hall 200 Club

Book Reading

Winners of the draw on 29th November were:
£100 Bonus: 130 – Wendy Heydon

January’s book is ‘Dear Life’ by Alice Munro. For February
we chose ‘This Boy’ by Alan Johnson. Meetings start at
7.30 p.m. and new members are always welcome. Contact
number: 371656.

66
95

Mr. M. White
Mrs. D. Green

121
126

Mr. D. Wynn
Mrs. Webb

Helen Anderson

Yarnton Manor
In August 2014 Oxford Royale Academy were delighted to become the new custodians of the beautiful Yarnton Manor. Our
family company has been providing educational courses for British and international students for ten years, and we’re very
pleased to be able to bring this wealth of experience to bear on our expansion into Yarnton Manor.
Oxford Royale Academy’s first course was held in 2005, with just 23 students studying during the summer in an Oxford
University College. Since then, the company has undergone rapid expansion, going from strength to strength. We now operate
courses in 7 different locations in Oxford for students from over 90 countries around the world, offering a multitude of study
options. We have also developed 30 interactive online courses in a range of subject areas for our students and anyone else to
learn from their computer. Bringing international students to Yarnton Manor for high-quality year-round courses is our next
ambitious step.
We’re honoured to be able to look after a building as historic and beautiful as Yarnton Manor. Originally built in 1611 by the
Spencer family, it’s had a long and fascinating history before it’s come to us. We’re very keen to learn as much about the
history of the Manor as possible; we’re hoping that the building will reveal more of its history and its secrets to us as we make
it ready for the first students to arrive. However, we take our role as custodians of the Manor and its heritage very seriously.
Working in and with the Manor is a labour of love for us; as one of our founders is a History graduate, we are very conscious of
the need to take good care of the Manor and its grounds for the sake of generations to come.
We’re also very pleased at the opportunities that ownership of the Manor gives us to become involved in the life and
community of Yarnton. We were delighted at how many local residents joined us for mulled wine and mince pies ahead of the
Christmas carol service in December, and we look forward to holding more events of the same kind in future.
Thank you for welcoming us to Yarnton!
Oxford Royale Academy

OSTEOPATHY in YARNTON
Conditions that Osteopathy can treat:
Lower back pain, Sciatica, Arthritic pain,
Neck and shoulder tension, Postural problems,
Headaches, Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Sports
injuries, Frozen shoulder, Tennis elbow, Asthma,
Digestive problems.
Anita Watson BSc (Hons) Ost.
Over 15 years of clinical experience

Anita is a member of the GOC (General Osteopathic Council)
and qualified in 1996.

07970 527733
98 Rutten Lane, Yarnton
anitawatson111@hotmail.co.uk
www.anitawatson.co.uk

YOGA in YARNTON

Anita is also a member of the IYA (Iyengar Yoga Association)
and has been studying Iyengar Yoga since 1997
and has been teaching since 2006.

Individual and small group classes available
at 98 Rutten Lane.
Please call for details of Yoga classes.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Would you like to help make a difference in NHS
healthcare?
‘I cared for my wife, who had dementia, for more than 10
years. We desperately need a better understanding of the
brain through research. It strikes me how little we know
about the brain, when it’s arguably the most important
organ of all.’ Quote from a NHS research participant.
Oxford Health NHS Foundation Trust and Oxford
University Hospitals NHS Trust are committed to
supporting research. We are dependent upon people
volunteering their help to improve our understanding and
treatment of medical conditions.
Our team of friendly NHS research nurses is looking for
people with dementia, memory problems or Parkinson’s to
take part in research studies to help fight these conditions.
Research trials often invite ‘healthy volunteers’ to take
part, so we also invite people without one of these
conditions to get in touch.
We are excited to introduce ‘Join Dementia Research’, a
new national service which allows anybody diagnosed
with a form of dementia to discover, get involved with, and
participate in dementia research. It provides you with the
opportunity to contribute to dementia research studies
taking place across the country. For more information
please visit the website:
https://www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk.
You can also join our ‘Research Interested List’; a growing
community of patients, carers and members of the public
interested in developing our understanding of health and
illness by taking part in research. Joining our list would
mean that we can contact you with information about
studies which may be of interest. Participation in a study is
always voluntary.
Research projects come in different levels of complexity
and involvement. For example, these could be:
• Questionnaires involving a single visit at home
• Studies to improve use of existing drugs
• Studies comparing new treatments with current
treatments or a placebo (dummy pill).
If you or someone you know would be interested in
helping research in dementia, memory problems or
Parkinson’s please contact us on: 01865 231556 or
email: help.research@nhs.net.

Yarnton Gardening Club
Yarnton Bell rings anew
We begin the new year with a talk by Joanna Matthews
from the Oxfordshire Gardens Trust which was set up in
2002 to promote interest in exploring and celebrating the
wonderful parks and gardens in the county, both large and
small, public and private, historic and contemporary.
Annual subscriptions of £7 per person are due at this
meeting. We have a wide variety of speakers and outings
planned for the year ahead, and your membership also
entitles you to discounts at some local garden centres and
nurseries on production of your membership card.
We meet in the Village Hall on Thursday 15th January at
7.30 p.m. Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Ruth Astall

Cassington Nurseries
Yarnton Road
Cassington
01865 882550
Dry hardwood logs in builders’ bags
£65.00 a bag, free delivery
House coal 10 bags for £45.00
A large range of dog and cat food
in stock now
Winter bedding plants all looking
good now

After a change of ownership earlier this year, it was
discovered that the ship’s bell from HMS Yarnton was
missing from the Red Lion pub. The bell had been given to
Yarnton Parish Council in 1985 when the ship was
decommissioned, and in turn had been presented into the
safe keeping of the Red Lion. All attempts, including police
involvement, failed to recover the missing bell, but
Hawthorn Leisure generously provided a replica. On 3rd
December 2014 Fred Jones, Yarnton Parish Council
chairman, presented the replacement bell to Georgina
Honey, licensee of Yarnton’s Red Lion pub.

Yarnton W.I.

A reminder that the 2015 annual subscription of £36 is
due this month, and Mary would appreciate receiving your
money at this month’s meeting. If for any reason, you are
not planning to rejoin this year, then she would also like to
know that, so that she doesn’t chase you for the money.
This month we have entertainment from Keith Harris and
his partner in an Old Time Music Hall, which should be a
very enjoyable way to start the new year.
We meet in the Village Hall on Thursday 8th January at 7.45
p.m. Visitors and new members are always welcome. Tea
hostesses are Pam Faulkner and Jackie Fenton, and we
shall have our usual bookstall.
Melanie would be glad some new books for the stall, so if
you need to make space on your shelves for new books
received for Christmas, then please bring the old ones
along.
Dates for your diary: Gaynor White will be holding a
coffee morning at her home, 3 Poppy Close, to raise money
for the Parish Council’s defibrillator fund. This is on
Friday 23rd January starting at 10.30 a.m. Please come
along for a sociable morning to support this worthwhile
cause for the village. NB. There is very limited parking in
Poppy Close, so please can people park along the service
road (of Woodstock Road) and only disabled people park in
the Close. Thank you.
We are also having our regular monthly coffee morning,
this month on Friday 9th January at Yarnton Nurseries at
10.30 a.m. Members and friends are very welcome to
come along.
Ruth Astall

THE PLOUGH
THE GREEN, UPPER WOLVERCOTE
A LA CARTE RESTAURANT/BAR MEALS/DAILY SPECIALS
FAMILIES WELCOME. DISABLED FACILITIES.
GOOD VEGETARIAN AND GLUTEN FREE MENU CHOICES
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF PARTIES /MEETINGS
FREE OF CHARGE (CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY)
FRESH FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY INCLUDING SUNDAY EVENING
SENIORS MENU MONDAY TO SATURDAY
COME AND SEE US – WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT PUB,
ESTABLISHED OVER 17 YEARS
TELEPHONE 01865 556969.
WWW.THEPLOUGHOXFORD.CO.UK

1315 (Kidlington) Squadron
RAF Air Cadets.
Are you up for fun, adventure, incredible experiences and
making new friends? Are you looking for something to give
you the edge in life? Then welcome to the Royal Air Force
Air Cadet Organisation. Better known as the 'Air Cadets',
we’re a UK-wide cadet force with more than 40,000
members aged between 12 and 20 years. However we only
recruit up to the age of 17 years.
We're sponsored by the Royal Air Force and can give you
hands-on experience of activities and courses that will
challenge and develop your skills to help you succeed in
whatever you want to do.
The Air Cadets is the RAF's cadet force, divided into six
regions, 34 wings and more than 900 squadrons within
communities around the UK.
Our aims are to:
Promote and encourage a practical interest in aviation and
the Royal Air Force among young people
Provide training which will be useful in the Services and
civilian life
Encourage the spirit of adventure and develop qualities of
leadership and good citizenship
And there's one more important thing - it's a lot of fun!
Ready for a challenge?
As a cadet you'll have the opportunity to do things that
others only dream about. Want real flight experience? No
problem. How about heading out on adventurous training
and camps, sometimes overseas? Normal for cadets.
Competitive sports, drill, shooting, field skills,
communications, engineering projects? Our list of
activities is long, varied and open to all cadets. Yes it's a
challenge, but that's what life's all about.
Get a head start
We are not a recruiting organisation for the RAF, but if
you're thinking about a Service career, cadet membership
will put you ahead of the competition. Many cadets go on
to great success in the RAF (and the other Services).
Around 40% of officers and 50% of all aircrew (including
pilots, navigators and engineers) in the RAF now are excadets. Research shows that they do better in basic
training and stay in the Service longer than their
colleagues. Likewise, if you chose a civilian career, our
research proves you can go on to great things - employers
just love the skills and experience that air cadets offer.
Let's face it - where else would you be given the
opportunity to fly solo in a glider or powered aircraft
when you're 17? Whatever you do with your life, at the
end of your time as a cadet you'll be self-motivated,
confident and ready for anything.
We are based in Sterling Road, Kidlington, OX5 2DT and
parade on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7 p.m. 9.30 p.m..
Check out our website at www.kidlingtonaircadets.org.uk
Email: oc.1315@aircadets.org
Tel: 01865 379950 (parade nights only)

Team Vicar: The Reverend Nathan Jarvis, tel. 01865 849352, 26 Church Lane, Yarnton
Curate: Rev. Clare Hayns, tel. 01993 810620, email clare@hayns.com
Churchwarden: Charlotte Rayner, tel. 01865 849534, 3 Paternoster Court, Yarnton
Happy New Year! I know I have met many of you in my three years as Curate in the Blenheim Benefice, and it’s been lovely
getting to know more of you over the last few weeks. I am one of the team that is helping the parishes of Begbroke and
Yarnton whilst Fr. Nathan is on adoption leave.
There is a wonderful old poem by Minnie Louise Haskins called ‘God Knows’ which begins:
‘And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown”’.
There is something very special about the beginning of another year. We look back on the year that’s passed and give thanks.
Some of us will be giving thanks for the good things that have taken place: the birth of a new family member, the wonderful
new job, or the fact we are still alive and well. Others of us will be giving thanks that 2014 is safely in the past as it’s been
terrible!
What does 2015 hold for us? As the poet says, it’s all unknown and uncertain, which can be exciting… but it can also be
frightening. I know that this year will be a big one for my family as my curacy (training) will come to an end, and we will be
moving on to another parish at some point. I’m sure many of you will be facing similar changes in life, and some may be
thinking of 2015 with trepidation and fear.
The other day the school children came back from a trip very late at night, and some parents had lit their way up the dark
school path with little candles, and then waited at the top of the path to greet their children. It made me think that our life
often feels rather like a walk through the dark, through the unknown. Over Christmas we heard again the good news that God
broke into the darkness of our world through Jesus, ‘the light of the world’. Like the little candles on the pathway, God gives us
light to guide us on our way, to lead us and guide us, and then ultimately greets us with open arms.
The poem continues:
‘“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known
way.” So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. And He led me towards the hills and breaking of the
day in the lone East.’ ‘God Knows’ by Minnie Louise Haskins – 1908.
I trust that as you step out into the unknown of 2015 you will know that God is with you, leading you and guiding you.
Revd. Clare Hayns

YARNTON MEDICAL PRACTICE
163 Rutten Lane, Yarnton
OX5 1LT
Telephone 379345
www.kidlingtonandyarntonsurgery.co.uk

Opening Hours
Monday
8.00 - 18.00
Tuesday
8.30 - 18.00
Wednesday 8.30 - 18.00
Thursday
8.30 - 18.00
Friday
8.30 - 18.00
Diabetic & Asthma Clinics,
Baby Immunisation Clinic
– phone for appointment
Well Baby Clinic
First Thursday of the month
2.00 -3.00

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
(every week unless otherwise stated)

St. Bartholomew’s Church, Church
Lane, Yarnton.
The Church is open every day from
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Sundays
8 a.m.

Holy Communion, Book of Common
Prayer, at St. Bartholomew’s
11 a.m.
Holy Communion, Common Worship,
at St. Bartholomew’s
Coffee after the service.
Weekday Service
Wednesday
9.30 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s

CHURCH DIARY
January
Joint Family Eucharist (with Begbroke), 11
Sun. 4th
a.m. Sat. 24th
Messy Church at Woodstock, 3 p.m. – 5
p.m.
February
Family Eucharist, 11 a.m.
Sun. 1st
Tue. 17th Shrove Tuesday Pancake party, Village Hall,
6.30 p.m.
Wed. 18th Ash Wednesday Eucharist with imposition of
ashes, 9.30 a.m.

WEDDINGS

If you wish to be married in St.
Bartholomew’s we will be happy to do all we
can to make your day as special as possible. You are
advised to contact Canon Adrian Daffern or Revd. Clare
Hayns as soon as possible in your planning if you wish to
be married in church.

BAPTISM

Baptism is the sacrament by which we take
the big step in the Christian life into full
membership of the church. Anyone wishing to be
baptised, or wanting to have their child baptised at St.
Bartholomew’s should contact Canon Adrian Daffern or
Revd. Clare Hayns

Yarnton Parish Council
Clerk: Lynne Whitley
Office: Village Hall, The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TE.
Tel. 378476. e-mail:clerk@phonecoop.coop
The Parish Office is open Mondays and Thursdays
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. If the Clerk is not available when you
call, please leave a message on the answerphone and a
response will be made as soon as possible. If the main door
of the Village Hall is locked, please ring the door bell by the
post box at the left end of the Village Hall.
Future Meeting dates: Wednesday 14th January in the
Village Hall at 6.15 p.m., then every second Wednesday in
the month. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
Meeting Minutes: The minutes of all Parish Council
Meetings are available on the village website once they are
approved, www.yarnton-village.org.uk
Parish Council - contact numbers
Parish Council Chairman
Fred Jones. Tel: 373871
Parish Council Vice-Chairman
Brian Newell. Tel: 842253
Parish Council Members:
John Burford. Tel: 849750
Harry Carrier. Tel: 841733
Michael Gibbard. Tel: 849435
Carol Green. Tel: 371355
Anna Isles. Tel: 372895
The above-named were declared elected as Parish
Councillors without a contest as from 5th May 2011 for a
four-year period. Michael Gibbard was declared elected as
District Councillor as from 5th May 2011 for a four-year
period.
Co-opted Parish Councillor: 10th August 2011:
Graham Thompson. Tel: 461479
Co-opted Parish Councillor: 15th May 2013
Keith Johnston: Tel: 372266

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer:
Lynne Whitley. Tel: 378476
District Councillors:
Michael Gibbard. Tel: 849435
Trevor Stevens. Tel: 451800
County Councillors:
Maurice Billington. Tel: 842235
Yarnton Village Hall
Bookings: Tel: 07948 722633
email: yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com
Planning Applications:
MW 0137/14. Worton Farms, Cassington, planning
permission for section 73 application for non-compliance
with conditions 1 and 8 of permission no. MW 002/14 for
infilling of derelict water lagoon with inert waste
materials, etc.
14/01917/F. Ley Community, construction of a single
storey 5-bed moving-on housing to the rear of 164
Woodstock Road, extending the current use.
14/01928/F. Knightsbridge Farm, Woodstock Road,
extension of existing workshop and office buildings
Planning Decisions:
14/01084/F. Land to rear of 50-52 Church Lane, erection
of stables (already built). Granted 19.11.14.
Planning Applications/Comments: Lists of planning
applications received by the Parish Council are now being
published on the four Parish Council notice boards in the
village within a few days of receipt. The notice boards are
located outside the Village Hall, by the shops in Spencer
Avenue, at the playing field in Rutten Lane and on the
grass verge between The Paddocks and Cresswell Close
near the bridge. Members of the public can also view and
comment on all planning applications via Cherwell District
Council’s website at www.cherwell.gov.uk.

Entry to Primary School: If your child was born on or between 1st September 2010 and 31st August 2011, you need to apply
for a primary school place now. You must still apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.
Closing date is 15th January 2015. Apply online at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions or on paper (forms available from
the County Council website or a local school).
Fixmystreet website: www.fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk is an easy to use website designed to help Oxfordshire residents to
report, view, or discuss local highway faults directly and quickly to Oxfordshire County Council by simply locating them on a
map. You can report faults linked to amenities or problems that are broken or dirty, damaged or dumped, or need fixing,
cleaning or clearing such as: abandoned vehicles, dog fouling, flyposting or graffiti, flytipping or litter, unlit lampposts and
potholes. Please make use of this website if you think anything in the village needs reporting, as by using the website you can
see if it has already been reported and any update applicable.
Winter Weather: The Parish Council would like to remind residents that it is their responsibility to purchase sandbags and
salt for their property. The grit bins in the village are filled once each winter by Oxfordshire County Council for use by
residents to grit the road near the bin to make life easier for themselves and other motorists on roads where OCC don’t grit.
This grit is not intended for private individuals to take for their own personal use. We have a supply of a book produced by
Thames Valley Local Resilience Forum entitled ‘Are you ready?’ The aim of this book is to provide clear practical advice to help
you prepare for and respond to an emergency, including fire, flooding, severe weather, snow, etc. Copies are available for
collection from the Parish Office.
Parish Council Elections: An election for all 9 Parish Council seats in Yarnton will take place in May 2015. It is anticipated
that nomination papers for residents to nominate people to stand for election will be available in February 2015. As soon as
details are available the information will be put on the village noticeboards, the village website and in the Village News.
Burial Ground: In the last few weeks occasionally cars have been parked in front of the gate in Church Lane leading to the
burial ground which has a sign saying ‘PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF THIS GATE AT ANY TIME’. It is extremely
important that this gate is kept clear, as the bridlepath is used frequently for funeral related vehicles going to the burial
ground at all times of the day including weekends, and occasionally used by emergency vehicles needing to gain access to help
people injured (The emergency services have the number for the combination lock for this reason).
Public access Defibrillators: At 1st December 2014 we had received money totalling £470, with a further £1000 pledged
from village organisations. Each defibrillator costs approximately £1400. We would appreciate contributions from residents
and village organisations towards the cost. Donations or pledges can be made either personally at the Parish Council office or
by email clerk@phonecoop.coop. We would also welcome suggestions of suitable places within the village, and ideas for
fundraising. If any individual or group of individuals would like to organise a fundraising event we will do all we can to help
with advertising, etc. The Parish Council is organising a quiz on Friday 6th March in the Village Hall.

Compostable Caddy Bin Liners: Caddy bin liners can still be purchased from the Parish Council Office in the Village Hall on
Mondays and Thursdays between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m., or will be delivered by arrangement if more convenient and not possible
to collect. The price is £3 (three pounds) per roll of 40 liners. Telephone 378476.
Welcome to Yarnton Booklets: The booklet can be viewed on the web site www.yarnton-village.org.uk and is available from
the Parish Council Office at opening times, and also from the Post Office at Budgens Shop.
Yarnton Care Committee: The Care Committee was set up in 1974 to give help where needed to residents of Yarnton.
Services provided focus predominantly on older residents and/or those less mobile.
Chairman: Peter Luke, tel. 372932; Secretary: Bernie Connors, tel. 372944, Treasurer: John Appleton, tel. 460496.
Members: Jacqueline Carpenter, Brenda Louch, Graham Thompson, Fred Jones, Mick Teeling.
Services available:
Surgery or hospital appointments: Transport is available for appointments where no other is available. A small charge is
made for hospital visits. Contact Mick Teeling, tel. 376801. If you cannot get a reply on this number please call John Appleton
on 460496.
Shopping Bus: A fortnightly minibus to Kidlington on a Tuesday morning 9.45 a.m. – 12.15 p.m. Door-to-door service with
help to carry the shopping. Donation by each passenger of £1 per round trip. Contact Fred Jones, tel. 373871.
Lunch Club: Every Wednesday in the Village Hall 12.30 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. A two-course meal with tea or coffee for just £3. Free
transport available for people with limited mobility. A companionable meal in friendly atmosphere. Contact Brenda Louch,
tel. 374126 (currently full).

New tools for a new allotment

ALAN WHITLEY
PAINTER AND DECORATOR
City and Guilds Qualified
Over 40 years experience
Interior & Exterior,
Wallpapering
No job too small
For free estimates contact:
Phone: 01865460179 or 07906301589
Email: alanmwhitley@gmail.com
5 Merton Way, Yarnton

HOLIDAY ARK DOG WALKING AND
PET SITTING SERVICES
INSURED AND POLICE CHECKED DOG WALKING
AND PET CARE SERVICES
Dog walking and puppy visits - Rabbit and Guinea Pig
Boarding using RSPCA 5ft and 6ft hutches Hamster, gerbil and small bird boarding - Cat feeding and
home care service - Pet taxi
www.holidayark.co.uk
T: 01865 842435, M: 07596109489
Family run, based in Kidlington, and your pet and home will
be cared for as if they were our own by trustworthy and caring
pet lovers and owners.

At this time of year, it’s a good chance to break the mould
in your wildlife gardening and spread beyond the
boundaries of your own garden and get an allotment. At
this time of year, allotments can often become available,
but the waiting lists in the towns and cities are often a lot
longer than those in rural settings.
When venturing out into pastures new and getting your
first allotment, it pays dividends to purchase good tools
from the start, as allotment tools are regularly worked
harder than the ones you use in your garden. It’s always
better to select and buy your tools in person, so you can
check their dimensions and weight are suitable for you
personally to use. Buying online is easy, but can’t get near
to handling tools before buying, to convince you that you
have the correct tools for you.
Just buy the tools that you need initially, and get others if
and when they become necessary.
All you will need is a good spade, but I would advise
getting two types, a large digging spade and a smaller
border style spade for those hard-to-reach areas.
The same goes for forks, get a large one for digging and
also a smaller border fork. Spades and forks made from
good steel are the way to go, but make sure the handles
are big or small enough for your hands to grip properly.
A trowel and a small hand fork are good for potting and
planting and for those close-up weeding jobs on your
hands and knees.
A good robust pair of knee pads would be a worthwhile
purchase too, as would a pot of wire and string, plus a reel
and line to mark out those straight lines of crops you see in
many vegetable plots.
Secateurs and shears again need careful consideration
when being purchased, as they need to fit your hands
properly or you will get blisters very quickly.
Hoes come in two main types: Dutch that you push away
from you to weed, and a draw hoe that you pull towards
you to weed, and you can draw up soil around your
potatoes with it too, for example. I have a third type called
a swoe, which is a cross between a Dutch hoe and a scythe,
which can be pushed, pulled and used to weed out paving
slabs too.
A good steel soil rake and wheelbarrow are other things to
think about, as too is a watering can.
Finally, gloves, and I’m not going to offer any advice here,
as the choice is endless, and again you need to be
comfortable in them.
Buy the right tools from the start and they will serve you
well; buy poor quality and it will be false economy as they
just will not last, and you will very quickly be off to the
local garden centre to purchase yourself some more.
Hope to see you all out there on an allotment somewhere
in 2015. Happy Gardening.
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, tel. 747243
www.stuartmabbuttgardeningltd.com

Senior Club
Happy New Year to everyone, and maybe to new members
at the Club.
2014 was another successful year, with a good variety of
trips which were well supported by members and friends,
and also special teas and lunches. The last one was our
Christmas Lunch just for members; we all tucked in to
roast turkey with all the trimmings, with trifle or
Christmas Pudding , a glass of wine or fruit juice, not
forgetting the crackers. This was followed by tea/coffee,
mince pies and mint chocolates. We gave a warm welcome
to Mr. Lister and his class from William Fletcher School,
who sang carols and other songs beautifully to us. We gave
them many thanks and also tins of assorted sweets, plus a
donation to the school. We were most grateful to them for
coming.
We had just one birthday, so after they had left we sang to
Giacomo and passed on our good wishes. Marjorie gave a
vote of thanks to Jose who organised the afternoon; also to
Chris, Sylvia, Laurence and Brian. Jose gave thanks to
Ann’s Munchies and her staff who kindly set up the tables,
provided all the food, and cleared away everything for us.
The afternoon ended with everyone receiving a present.
Jose Green, tel. 375644

Yarnton Amateur Players
Family Pantomime – The Emperor’s New Clothes
23rd and 24th January 2015
Yarnton Amateur Players are pleased to announce their
forthcoming show – a family pantomime based on a Hans
Christian Anderson story. This is a delightfully funny show
that tells the story of the clothes-obsessed Emperor
Fancypants, and his desire to own the world’s most
wonderful suit.
The show has all the usual ingredients to entertain you –
two outrageous dames, two villains, a handsome prince
and a friendly fairy. Make a note on your new calendar
now!
Tickets on sale from Sue Oliver (tel. 460349) at £8 and £5
for concessions.
Friday 23rd January at 7.30 p.m. and Saturday 24th January
at 3 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.
Belinda Davies, tel. 372917

Yarnton Bandits
With heavy rain overnight and buggies not allowed, our
trip to Cherwell Edge in Banbury on 23rd November was
with reduced numbers. A hearty full English breakfast was
welcoming after our journey in the rain. Thankfully by the
time we tee'd off the rain was lighter and it subsided by
the half way stage. 13 members played, albeit at times
struggling with the sodden course. Still, some good scores
were reached, with Ben Davies on top with a magnificent
39 points, an excellent round of golf considering the
conditions. Second came Paul Kilcoyne with 34 points, a
steady 17 on each nine. Third was Andy White with 33
points, beating Vice Captain Sam White on countback, who
took fourth. Sam also beat dad Michael on countback and
pushed him out of the prizes. Nearest the pin in two on the
10th was won by Melvin Kilcoyne, and nearest the pin on
the 13th was won by Andy White. With Paul and Andy
gaining good scores and Graham not doing so well, the
Order of Merit is going to the wire at North Oxford on 28th
December. Happy golfing!
Sue White

Yarnton Medical Practice

Yarnton Village Hall
The hall comprises a large Main Hall, Back Room and
Committee Room. The hall is fully accessible - facilities
include stage, kitchen, toilets with disabled facilities and
car park. The hall is available for hire for meetings,
training events, shows, lunches, clubs, sales, parties, etc.
The charges for hiring the Main Hall or Back Room are
per hour unless stated.
Village residents: £10
Non Village Residents: £12
Kitchen: £8 per session
A deposit of £100 is required when booking the hall.
For further information or to book the hall please contact
Booking Secretary on 07948 722633 or email
yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com

NHS FRIENDS AND FAMILY TEST – have your say to
improve our care
We have now introduced the Friends and Family Test to
collect your feedback about the care you receive every
time you visit your GP or have contact with the Practice.
There are feedback forms in all our consulting rooms so
please take one on your way out of the Practice and post it
in the collection box at Reception. Your responses are
frequently reviewed and will help shape our services.
They will also be passed on to NHS England.
For more information on the NHS Friends and Family Test,
please visit: www.nhs.uk/friendsandfamily
We would like to take this opportunity to
wish all of our patients a very Happy New Year!

The Poppy Appeal 2014
As British Legion Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator, I would like
to say thank you to all who gave to the Appeal. Yarnton
donations came from door-to-door collections, trays in
shops, businesses and the church, Poppy Wreath donations
and also volunteers inside Yarnton Nurseries collecting on
the two weekends before Remembrance Day. I'm afraid
there were not enough door-to-door volunteers to cover all
of the village, but I hope everyone wanting to donate to
the appeal was able to do so. In total Yarnton raised
£2,071.42, an excellent total. Thank you to collectors and
helpers new and old, who so generously gave their time
and to all who donated to the Appeal.
The Poppy Appeal can now turn used postage stamps
into cash. If you could help by saving them (and maybe
asking others to do the same), we could make even
more money to help the British Legion. If you can,
please give me a call on 01993 812132 or email
gillm@bladon.eclipse.co.uk and I will arrange to collect
them. Gill Murdoch

Pancake Party

Yarnton Fireworks and Bonfire 2014

St. Bartholomew’s Church is holding a pancake party in aid
of Helen and Douglas House, in the Village Hall on Tuesday
17th February (Shrove Tuesday) at 6.30 p.m.
Please come and help us make this another successful
evening, and enjoy a pancake or two served at your
table. Children, accompanied by an adult, are of course
very welcome.
Entrance by ticket please, bought in advance from Gill
Rowbotham, tel. 377623. Adults: £4, Children: £1 (price
includes drinks).

Richard Byrne
Property Maintenance
All types of property maintenance undertaken
PVC fascias and guttering, windows and
doors
Foundations and drainage. Driveways.
All types of fencing work
Over 25 years’ experience
For free quotation please call
01865 374819 or 07768 448395
For carpentry work, phone 07748 748658

Yarnton Playing Fields would like to thank everyone
who attended the village Firework Display in
November last year; from the comments afterwards,
every one positive, it seems the evening was
appreciated by you all yet again, with the
improvements at Littlemarsh adding to the evening.
Yarnton Playing Fields would like to thank the many
organisations and people involved in putting together
another excellent event:
In no particular order:
St. John Ambulance; Yarnton Farm Shop; Yarnton Post
Office; The Red Lion; David Side Amusements;
Kidlington Netball Club (Kate, Kate, Sarah, Catherine,
Bekky and Joe); Yarnton Guides (Linda); Yarnton
Football Club (Peter, Paul, Joe and Gary); Yarnton Blues
Football Club (Alun, Gareth and Paul); Yarnton Parish
Council (Fred); Friends (Dave, Christine, Jen, Steve,
Ellen, Abbie and Mark).
And of course - Skyline Promotions - the show
presented by Skyline Promotions just keeps getting
better - if that’s possible.
Next year’s event is expected to be on Saturday 14th
November. See you there.
Thank You.
Yarnton Playing Fields Management Committee

Neighbourhood Watch

Aquarius Plumbing
Tel: 01865 513058. Mob: 07984 121743
Email: enquiries@aquariusplumbingltd.com
Web: http://www.aquariusplumbingltd.com
Free estimates
No job too small
Domestic Plumbing Work - Domestic Electrical Work
Wall Tiling - Floor Tiling – Plastering - Loft Insulation
Environmentally friendly upgrades
Reliable and honest
Local to Yarnton

Digging History
Are you interested in the local history and archaeology of
your village? This is a ‘pre-announcement’ that a new
group is about to be formed for 2015 that will focus not
only on the history of our villages but on the below ground
history – the archaeology. This will be practical
archaeology ‘digging up history’; we will meet during the
daylight hours. Plans can’t be made until it is known how
many residents (from each location) might be interested.
If you are interested – and we hope to group together
Woodstock, Begbroke, Yarnton and Kidlington then please
do contact: Chris Turley preferably by email at:
cherwellarchaeox@gmail.com

R & R ELECTRICAL
Free advice and Quotations
Friendly reliable service, local to Yarnton
Registered 17th Edition
All types of work undertaken,
no job too small.
Call Richard: 07900
or

583138
01865 376719

Considerate Parking. Following numerous complaints
from Yarnton residents the Parish Council, supported by
Thames Valley Police and Yarnton Neighbourhood Watch,
initiated a campaign to deter vehicle owners from parking
in The Paddocks within ten metres of the junction with
Rutten Lane. To date this has proved successful, thanks to
the vehicle owners, and as a consequence has greatly
reduced the likelihood of accidents at this point. There are
a number of other locations in the village where
inconsiderate parking takes place on a regular basis. It
would be most helpful if we all could consider where we
are parking and whether the location is in accordance with
the Highway Code.
Cycle Coding will be available at 23 Dashwood Avenue on
Saturday 17th January between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. This
can include all pedal cycles and push scooters. There will
be a charge of 50p per item engraved, and money raised
will go to the Yarnton Village Defibrillator Fund.
Neighbourhood Watch Street Coordinators are
required for Cassington Road and Gravel Pits Lane. The
volunteer role is not an arduous task, but is of real value to
the community. If you are interested please give me a ring
for further info.
Police Non-Emergency Number is 101
Fred Jones, tel. 373871

Thames Valley Police, Kidlington –update
Crime information. November continued the good run of
months, with very low crime figures for the Kidlington
Neighbourhood area, but unfortunately rural crime
continues to be our biggest concern. Thefts of heating oil
are one of the main crimes at the moment.
Heating oil and red diesel thefts are very hard to predict,
as they are normally committed by organised gangs who
are very well equipped and travel large distances to
commit crime. In order to tackle these thefts the
Kidlington Neighbourhood Team have:
1. Increased the time spent on rural patrols around the
villages and farms.
2. Been working with one of the largest bulk oil buying
groups in the area to produce an information and
crime reduction leaflet for the group members.
3. Started Operation Jiddity (see below).
Away from rural crime, we have received reports of
distraction burglars targeting Kidlington. Also known as
Bogus Callers, these criminals will pretend to be from a
legitimate company/agency and will want to gain access to
your house. One of the thieves will keep you distracted,
while one or more others will enter your house by another
door, or by asking you to move away from the open door
to perform a simple task. There are many tricks used by
these people, with one of the latest being them saying that
they are from ‘Sanctuary Housing Roofing Team’.
If someone comes to your door that you do not know, ask
for ID, take the ID from them, shut the door and check it
(or get them to go to a trusted neighbour’s house for it to
be checked). If you are not happy, refuse them entry, keep
the door shut and ring 999.
Operation Jiddity. This is a police operation to target and
reduce rural crime and crimes in rural areas, using
intelligence to increase visible patrols at peak times for
rural crimes in the areas most affected. The first Operation
Jiddity took place on the evening of 14th November and
involved Neighbourhood Officers, Special Constables and
PCSOs. During the operation not one rural crime was
reported to have occurred and several people were
stopped and spoken to by officers. One vehicle was seized
for having no insurance and 3 people were dealt with for
drug offences. The operation will continue to be run, and it
is hoped to increase the number of officers and hopefully
include local farmers, farm workers and game keepers in
the future.
Partnership activity. The Neighbourhood Team have
been working with Housing Agencies, Youth Offending
Team, Social workers and Children’s Homes on various
issues over the last month.
If you want to contact the team you can call our 24 hour
non-emergency number 101, or you can email us at
KidlingtonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
PC Ian Ledger

YARNTON
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB LTD
OPENING HOURS
Monday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Tuesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Wednesday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Thursday 5 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Friday 5 p.m. – 12 midnight
Saturday 12 noon – 12 midnight
Sunday 12 noon – 11 p.m.
QUIZ NIGHT
Friday 30th January 8 p.m.
Maximum of 8 per team. £1 per person entry fee
Enjoy a social drink at very
competitive prices, play darts, pool or snooker,
or watch BT Sports.
New members and families welcome.
Hall hire available.
Contact our Bar Stewardess Claire
Rutten Lane, Yarnton.
Tel: 01865 375052 during opening hours

NETBALL
Kidlington (Yarnton & Begbroke) Netball Club has club
night on Tuesdays, but with the advent of wet and dark
evenings, we have moved training for the winter to
Gosford Leisure Centre at 8.30 p.m., returning when the
weather improves next year to Yarnton Recreation
Ground. These sessions are suitable for beginner/returner
players as well as regular club members, and offer a
relaxed atmosphere to try out the sport, usually with a
qualified coach. Players can attend three sessions free of
charge, after which membership has to be taken in order
to satisfy Governing Body regulations.
We were able to enter two senior teams into the current
Winter League, having participated in a pre-season warmup tournament, and will play on Monday (Premier
Division) and Wednesday evenings (Division 2) outdoors
at the Arena, Marston.
Junior Netball for U16, U14, U12 and Highfive (primary
level) is available within the new Junior Club - Kidlington
Kites - training indoors at the Gosford Leisure Centre this
winter. Please contact Tess tessa.horn@gmail.com for
further information.
Whatever your age, if you are thinking that netball could
be a fun and fitness activity which you might like to
participate in - do consider coming along to our club.
For updated information please contact:
Club Secretary, Laura: kidlington.netball@hotmail.co.uk.
or Sue Blackshaw, tel. 377220.

Kidlington & District Historical Society
The next Meeting of the Kidlington & District Historical
Society will be held on Tuesday 27th January and the
subject of the talk will be ‘Miss Read’, remembered by her
daughter Jill Saint.
We meet at the St. John Ambulance Hall in the High Street
(opposite Tesco) and the Meeting begins at 7.50 p.m.
Visitors £3.50, under 26s 50 pence.
Jenny Higgins

Keeping the village tidy
I have been trying to keep our village as tidy as I can for
over 25 years, but it is still very annoying when I find large
items just dumped. In October last year I was very
surprised to find a complete old bathroom suite dumped
into the ditch in the lay-by on the Cassington Road near
the SEB. This is really ‘not on’, as apart from making our
nice village untidy, we as tax payers have to pick up the bill
for it to be removed – I could not get it into a black bag!
D. Poulton

Begbroke Bowls Club
As the season for Green Bowls has
ended and grass cutting and lawn
maintenance machinery has been put to bed for the
winter, the club holds its AGM and plans for the year
ahead. Begbroke Bowls Club aims to provide for anyone
who wishes to try the game at a friendly level, with the
objective of fulfilling a series of friendly matches
throughout the summer months. As soon as the lighter
evenings allow and grass conditions are fit, players will
gather at the Village Hall for pre-season roll-up and
friendly practice. Until then members often meet on
Friday evenings for a social drink and sometimes, even fish
and chips, in the snug-bar of Begbroke Village Hall. The
club would very much welcome more local people to
become involved – so do join us on a Friday evening if you
would like to find out more.
Please contact Malcolm Blackshaw on 01865 377200 or
Joan Woodmore on 01235 528568.

BURLEIGH FARM
Traditional Farmhouse
Bed and Breakfast Accommodation
Contact Jane Cook – 01865 881352

Burleigh Farm, Burleigh Road, Cassington,
Oxfordshire, OX29 4DZ
Visit
www.oxfordcity.co.uk/accom/burleighfarm
for more information

What's all the fuss??
Why DO Christians bang on about Jesus all the time? 2,000
years down the line and, like him or hate him, Jesus is still
in the picture. So why not come along to a Christianity
Explored evening on 21st January at 21 The Garth
(7.30 p.m.) and find out why? No praying. No singing. No
sandals. Just a friendly space to ask questions and listen
to/engage in gentle debate over the questions mankind
has been asking forever. How can God exist when there is
so much suffering? Aren't all religions the same? What's
the meaning of life? Is the Bible really relevant? How can
you possibly believe in God in today's world?
Absolutely anyone is welcome. Short talk/coffee/chat.
Contact: Kim on 451176.
Kim Osmond

Happy New Year

Oxford Homestay
Oxford Homestay is looking for welcoming host
families in the Yarnton area to accommodate
international students in 2015.
We already have group bookings confirmed for
February, March and April and are looking for
more host families to assist with
accommodating our groups.
Please contact Madeline by email
at enquiry@oxfordhomestay.co.uk or call
07739116396.

So, we have come to the start of another new year. I must
be getting really old (!) as years seem to fly by so quickly.
I am always excited to see the new shoots coming up in the
garden, hearing the birds singing and looking forward to
the days getting longer. My Dad always said that by 21st
January (my grandad’s birthday), you should be able to
notice the lighter evenings.
We made a visit to Cornwall at the end of November, and
on our journey home we were shocked to see lambs in a
field. I have never seen them that early before. Also, a
friend of mine said she had spring iris out in her garden!
The seasons seem to be changing.
A fun thing to do with children, whatever the season, is to
get them to find things in nature – a Treasure Hunt.
We do them with our grandchildren, and depending on age
and reading ability, we write a list of things for them to
find or look at, e.g. yellow flower, feather, coloured leaf,
etc. A piece of chocolate or sweet is usually the treasure at
the end.
On one recent Treasure Hunt I asked them to find a Fairy
Ring (a ring of toadstools usually where an old tree had
been). We found one, but my grandson Isaac said he was
sad because it wasn’t shaggy ink cap toadstools! I couldn’t
believe he remembered the name as we had looked for
them on a previous autumn walk.
I wonder how changes in the seasons compare to the
following poem:
Winter by Celia Standish
The New Year’s days are white with snow,
The winds are laughing as they blow.
Across the ponds and lakes we glide,
And o’er the drifting snow we ride,
And down the hills we gaily slide,
For it is winter weather.
Ellen Cocking

Community Education at the Marlborough School,
Woodstock
We run an extensive programme of courses for adults
within the school all year round (apart from school
holidays). A full copy of our 2014-15 brochure is available
to download on the Marlborough School website
www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/community.
If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to
book a place please telephone 01993 813592 or email
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.
It is possible to join some of our weekly classes throughout
the term - if there is still availability – please ring to check.
For up-to-date and comprehensive information about
availability on courses, please see the school website (as
above). As courses become full they are listed for your
information.
We have 2 previously unadvertised classes starting in
January/February:
Indian Vegetarian Cookery starts Wednesday 14th
January for 10 weeks, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. £95 + specialist
ingredients.
Pilates all levels starts Wednesday 25th February for 5
weeks 5.15 p.m. - 6.15 p.m. £29. Tutor: Jane Earnshaw.
Our next new term begins on 6th January. Courses being
offered then are:
Acoustic Guitar Next Steps (Wed. 7.15 p.m.) or
Improvers (Wed. 8.15 p.m.); Anyone Can Sing (Tues.
7 p.m.); Anyone Can Write (Mon. 7 p.m.); Archery (Mon.
8 p.m., Thurs. 7 p.m.); Badminton (Mon. 7 p.m.);
Badminton and Table Tennis (Thurs. 7 p.m.);
Calligraphy Beginners (Thurs. 7 p.m.); Drawing and
Painting for Beginners (Wed. 7 p.m.); EFT (Mon. 7 p.m.);
French Next Steps (Wed. 7 p.m.); Indian Vegetarian
Cookery (Wed. 7 p.m.); Italian Next Steps (Tues.
7.30 p.m.); Knitting for Improvers (Thurs. 7 p.m.); Life
Drawing (Wed. 7.15 p.m.); Next Steps Computing (Mon
4 p.m.); Pilates (Mon. 11 a.m., Wed. 5.15 p.m., Thurs.
11.15 a.m.); Psychology (Wed. 7 p.m.); So Now You Can
Sing (Tues. 8.15 p.m.); So You Want to Be a Scriptwriter
(Wed. 7.30 p.m.); Spanish Beginners (Thurs. 7.30 p.m.);
Spanish Intermediate (Wed. 7.30 p.m.); Tai Chi (Tues.
6.15 p.m. or 7.30 p.m.); Watercolour Painting (Thurs.
2 p.m.); Watercolour Painting Beginners (Thurs. 2 p.m.);
Website Creation (Tues. 7 p.m.); Yoga (Mon. 9.40 a.m.,
Mon. 7 p.m., Tues. 4.30 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.); Zumba Gold
(Thurs. 5 p.m.)
On Saturday 31st January we are offering the following
workshops:
How to use your sewing machine 9.30 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.
£38.50 + materials.
Back, neck and shoulder massage 1.15 p.m. – 4 p.m. £18.
Yoga to release the spine 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. £18.

PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, fascias,
conservatory roofs, gutters and down-pipes whatever you need cleaned
Smear-free glass
Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres
Call Chris Black on 07857 985 100
info@smearfreewindows.com
No job too small - visits by appointment
Fully trained and insured

The mayonnaise jar and 2 cups of coffee
When things in our lives seem almost too much to handle,
when 24 hours in a day aren't enough, remember the
mayo jar and 2 cups of coffee.
A Professor stood before his philosophy class and had
some items in front of him. When the class began he
wordlessly picked up a very large mayonnaise jar and
filled it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar
was full. They agreed that it was.
The Professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured
them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly, the pebbles
rolled into the spaces between the golf balls. He again
asked the students if the jar was full. The students agreed
it was.
The Professor then picked up a box of sand and poured it
into the jar. Of course the sand filled up everything else. He
once more asked the students if the jar was full - they
responded with a unanimous ‘YES’.
The Professor then produced 2 cups of coffee from under
the table and poured the entire contents into the jar,
effectively filling the empty spaces between the sand. The
students laughed.
‘NOW’ said the Professor, ‘I want you to recognize that this
jar represents your life. The golf balls are the important
things - your family, your children, your health, your
friends and your favourite passions. If everything else was
lost and only they remained your life would still be full.
The pebbles are the other things that matter, like your job,
your house, your car. The sand is everything else - the
small stuff. If you put the sand in first, there is no room for
anything else’, he continued, ‘there is no room for golf balls
or pebbles’. The same goes for life; if you spend all your
time and energy on the small stuff, you will never have
room for the things that are important to you. Pay
attention to the things that are critical to your happiness.
Play with your children, take time to get a check up. Take
your partner out to dinner. Play another 18 holes. There
will always be time to clean the house, empty the bin. Take
care of the golf balls first - the things that really matter. Set
your priorities. The rest is just sand.
One of the students raised her hand and asked what the
coffee represented. The Professor smiled. ‘I'm glad you
asked. It just goes to show that no matter how full your life
may seem, there's always room for a couple of cups of
coffee with a friend’.

Woodstock and District U3A
Woodstock and District U3A, part of the nationwide
organization, is a lively group with over 100 members. In
addition to the regular monthly ‘speaker meeting’ for the
whole group, we have sub-groups run by members with
skills or interests that they are keen to share. We are very
fortunate here in Woodstock to be able to offer a wide
range of groups from art and bridge to music and walking.
Details can be found on our website. Whether you would
like to make new friends, explore a new hobby or interest,
or just come along to listen to the speakers, you are
guaranteed a very warm welcome.
Please come and meet us at our Coffee Morning to be held
at ‘Ryegrass’, Flemings Road, Woodstock on 18th February
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
Speaker Programme to April 2015
6th January: Plant Hunting in China, Jenny Atkinson
3rd February: It’s a Girls’ Life in the Army, Gillian Crane
3rd March: Folklore, Customs and Traditions, Dr. Colin
Harris
14th April: Fracking - Friend or Foe? John Summers
Contacts:
Chairman: Ann Applegate, tel. 01993 881782
Publicity: Sue Hooker, tel. 01865 580688
Website: www.u3asites.org.uk/woodstock

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Kidlington
St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Woodstock
Parish Priest: Fr Prem Fernando
Times of Mass
St. Thomas More
Saturday Vigil
6 p.m.
Sunday
11 a.m.
Weekdays
Monday
9.30 a.m.
Tuesday
7 p.m.
Thursday
9.30 a.m.
Friday
12 noon
St. Hugh of Lincoln
Sunday
9.30 a.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Kidlington, Saturdays
5 p.m. - 5.30 p.m., or any time at call.
Baptism and Marriage by appointment.
Young children go into the sacristy for part of the 11 a.m.
Sunday Mass to celebrate their own liturgy.
Coffee is served after the 9.30 a.m. Sunday Mass at
St. Hugh and after the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas More.
St. Thomas More Primary School is next to the Catholic
Church in Kidlington. If you would like your child to attend
this school, please contact Fr. Prem on 377093, or the
Headteacher on 373674. A mini-bus collects from
surrounding villages.

Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock
Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington
Minister: The Revd. Jonathan Todd, tel. 01865 842214, Email: jonathan.todd@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Lay Worker: Malcolm Bromhall, tel. 01865 373958, Email: malcolm.bromhall@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Web: www.woodstockmethodists.org.uk, www.kidlingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk
There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of our
forthcoming services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the
appropriate website. Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time.
Services in January
Woodstock
10.30 a.m.
5th
12th
19th
26th

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Rev. Jonathan Todd
(United Covenant Service)
Julie Todd
David Matthews
Jan Grimwood

We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at
10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens. The
first part of the morning is shared with the adults in
church before we then go round to the church hall to share
in our own activities. We are always delighted to see new
members, whether with or without their parents!

Every Friday we meet at 9.30 a.m. for a short informal time
of prayer followed by coffee. On the third Friday of the
month, this incorporates a celebration of communion. All
welcome!
Kidlington
10 a.m.
5th
11th 4.30 p.m.
12th

10 a.m.

19th
26th

10 a.m.
10 a.m.

Malcolm Bromhall
Messy Church (a time of games,
crafts and informal worship)
Rev. Jonathan Todd
(Covenant Service)
Matt Stammers
Simon Blainey

