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CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH
Wed. 1st
Wed. 1st
Wed. 1st
Wed. 1st
Thur. 2nd
Thur. 2nd
Fri. 3rd
Fri. 3rd
Mon. 6th
Mon. 6th
Mon. 6th
Mon. 6th
Tue. 7th
Wed. 8th
Thur. 9th
Sun. 12th
Thur. 16th
Thur. 16th
Sat. 18th
Thur. 23rd
Fri. 1st July

9.30 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s (and every Wednesday)
‘Little Sheep’ (and every Wednesday in term-time), 10.15 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s
Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. (and every Wednesday)
Beavers, Scout Hut, 5 p.m. – 6.15 p.m. (and every Wednesday)
Sing-along music group for babies and pre-schoolers, (and every Thursday in term time),
Village Hall, 10 a.m.
Senior Club, Village Hall, 2 p.m.
Copy date for July issue of Yarnton Village News
Scouts, Scout Hut, 7 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. (and every Friday)
Short Mat Bowling, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday)
Cubs, Scout Hut, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. (and every Monday)
Book Reading Group, tel. 372888
Explorers, Scout Hut, 8.15 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. (and every Monday)
Central Yarnton Bridge Club, Village Hall 9.50 a.m. (and every Tuesday)
Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m.
W.I., Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Thanksgiving Service for Her Majesty the Queen, St. Bartholomew’s, 3 p.m.
Senior Club, Village Hall, 2 p.m.
Gardening Club, Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.
Gardening Club outing to Gardeners’ World, NEC, Birmingham, 9 a.m.
Senior Club outing to Swanage, 8.45 a.m.
William Fletcher School Fete, 5 p.m.

Advertising Rates
One-eighth A4 page: £8 per issue
One-quarter A4 page: £13 per issue
One-half A4 page: £23 per issue
Whole A4 page: £40 per issue
Classified Ads: 5p per word. Must include telephone number.
Discounted rates for annual advertising require payment up front for the whole year.
The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers.
Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton
Yarnton Village News is printed by KMS Litho (Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd.)
Tel. 01993 868179/868705, email: ldioffice@btconnect.com

Copy Deadline for July Issue
Material for inclusion in the July Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 3rd June.
Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and maryclarke2305@googlemail.com
or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637.
The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of
space limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into.
Copy date for the August issue is Friday 8th July.

From the Editorial Committee

Thanks to Michael Gibbard and Trevor Stevens

We were very sorry to hear of the recent death of Frances
Page. She was the original secretary of the Village News
committee over 20 years ago, and served for a number of
years as a valued member of our group.

Neither Michael nor Trevor stood for re-election in the
May 2016 Cherwell DC elections. Trevor, having been a
District Councilor for 4 years, has moved away from the
area, and Michael, after 11 years, is taking a well deserved
breather. Both served the District well and used their
knowledge and expertise to the benefit of Yarnton
residents, with many of their efforts unfortunately being
unrecognized by the majority of our community.
On behalf of Yarnton Parish Council I would sincerely
thank them both for the help and guidance given for the
benefit of us all.
The good news is that Michael is remaining with the Parish
Council.

YARNTON VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM of the Village Hall Committee
will take place on
Tuesday 5th July 2016 at 7.00 p.m.
in the Back Room of the Village Hall.
Everyone welcome
Frances Peck, Secretary

BURLEIGH FARM
Traditional Farmhouse
Bed and Breakfast Accommodation
Contact Jane Cook – 01865 881352

Burleigh Farm, Burleigh Road, Cassington,
Oxfordshire, OX29 4DZ
Visit
www.oxfordcity.co.uk/accom/burleighfarm
for more information

Fred Jones, Chairman, Yarnton PC

Permissive Path
Worton Farm have adopted the path along the bridleway
south of the railway so walkers can now make a circular
walk. ‘Permissive path’ signage has been put there.
Unfortunately there has been some vandalism along the
fencing which has been reported to the police, so please
use this path responsibly.

Yarnton Gardening Club
We enjoyed our first outing of the year at the end of April
when 19 of us visited Chivel Farm near Heythrop and were
shown round the garden by Rosalind Sword, the owner,
and her husband. We had visited the garden some years
ago, so it was good to see the changes that had been made,
as well as what had stayed the same. The cold weather
had delayed growth of some of the plants, but there was
still plenty to see. Despite grey clouds overhead we only
had a few spots of rain and some warm sunshine, and we
enjoyed a welcome cup of tea and biscuits in the
conservatory at the end of our tour. Many thanks to Jill
Rowbotham for organsing the trip.
This month we are looking forward to our coach outing to
Gardeners’ World Live at the NEC, Birmingham, on
Saturday 18th, leaving Yarnton at 9 a.m. At the time of
writing there are still spaces on the coach – cost £10 – but
if you would like to join us you will have to buy your own
ticket – either in advance or on the door – as we have had
to finalise and pay for our pre-booked group tickets. The
ticket will also give you entry to the Good Food Show
which is taking place at the same time.
Please contact Cath Newman on 849275 for further
information or to book.
At our April meeting we very much enjoyed the talk on
fruit growing by Philip Aubrey, which had been postponed
from last year due to health problems.
Our speaker this month is Paul Williams whose talk
‘Peppers, Potatoes, Petunias, Poisons’ will take a hands-on
look at the potato family. We meet in the Village Hall on
Thursday 16th June at 7.30 p.m. Visitors and new members
are always welcome.
Date for your diaries: Our annual garden party will be
held on Saturday 23rd July at 3 p.m, at 159 Rutten Lane, by
kind invitation of Maureen and Ivor Rhymes. There will be
a cream tea and cakes. This is for members only and
tickets are available from Ruth Astall, tel. 372637,
costing £4.
Ruth Astall

R & R ELECTRICAL
Free advice and Quotations
Friendly reliable service, local to Yarnton
Registered 17th Edition
All types of work undertaken,
no job too small.
Call Richard: 07900
or

583138
01865 376719

PURE WATER CLEANING
We clean window glass, window frames, fascias,
conservatory roofs, gutters and down-pipes whatever you need cleaned
Smear-free glass
Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres
Call Chris Black on 07857 985 100
info@smearfreewindows.com
No job too small - visits by appointment
Fully trained and insured

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Kidlington
St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Woodstock
Parish Priest: Fr Prem Fernando
Times of Mass
St. Thomas More
Saturday Vigil
6 p.m.
Sunday
11 a.m.
Weekdays
Monday
9.30 a.m.
Tuesday
7 p.m.
Thursday
9.30 a.m.
Friday
12 noon
St. Hugh of Lincoln
Sunday
9.30 a.m.
Wednesday
12 noon
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Kidlington, Saturdays
5 p.m. - 5.30 p.m., or any time at call.
Baptism and Marriage by appointment.
Young children go into the parish hall for part of the
11 a.m. Sunday Mass to celebrate their own liturgy.
Coffee is served after the 9.30 a.m. Sunday Mass at
St. Hugh and after the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas More.
St. Thomas More Primary School is next to the Catholic
Church in Kidlington. If you would like your child to attend
this school, please contact Fr. Prem on 377093, or the
Headteacher on 373674. A mini-bus collects from
surrounding villages.

Macular Society
We normally meet on the last Tuesday of each month at
Frank Cook Court, School Road, Kidlington, at 10.15 a.m.,
but this month there will be a change. The Macular Society
is holding a 'Macular Week' in June, raising money for
research, and we are having afternoon tea and cake at
Frank Cook Court from 2.30 p.m. onwards on 28th June .
Why not come along and find out more about the Macular
Society and have a friendly chat? The cost of the afternoon
tea will be £5, all proceeds going to research. Anyone
interesting in further information, please contact Tom
on 01865 376482 or Marita on 01865 373104.

Glyme Valley Probus Club for Ladies
In April we learned about our local dinosaurs – seriously!
William Buckland in the early 1800s co-published a
document on the first description of a dinosaur in
Oxfordshire. This word means terrible lizard and the
remains of one were first found in Stonesfield. There are
many types of these things; some of them fly and some of
them swim, or maybe should I say they flew or they swam,
and they are not all called dinosaurs. These quite
incredible creatures lived over 60 million years ago on this
planet of ours, starting life around 200 million years
before. It is thought they may have been covered in
feathers, rather than the scaly skin of a reptile that we
think of today.
The time span is so immense that geologists work on
different time scales and speak in terms of Geological
Time. Our Natural History Museum in Oxford has some
splendid examples of the findings and fossils found in the
county.
We were also taught how to become fossils ourselves which is by using a very gentle system of preservation,
food for thought indeed.
It was a fascinating and wonderful talk given by an
enthusiastic geologist, who spoke with such imagination
and flair for his subject.
Sandy Rasch

News from William Fletcher School
As I write this we have just celebrated May Day at school
with the Maypole and traditional dancing. The sunshine
was glorious, and it was wonderful to see all the children
dancing, from our youngest reception children to the year
6s with their spectacular maypole dancing.
Building work is beginning at school on our new
classrooms, which we're really looking forward to using
next year. School staff are using the Playing Fields car park
by agreement with the Parish Council in order to minimize
any parking congestion in Rutten Lane whilst the work
takes place.
This term our Foundation and Key Stage 1 children have
had visits from the Kidlington Fire Service. They brought a
fire engine and lots of equipment to show to the children.
The children learned about how to keep themselves safe
and if they are ever involved in a fire incident in a building
to "get out, stay out, call the fire brigade out".
Our year 3 children have been working on their Arts
Discovery Awards in conjunction with the GB Arts Council
and Oxford University Museums. This is a brilliant
opportunity for them to visit the museums. They have
learned about the author Lewis Carroll and the Dodo
amongst the work they are doing to receive their Arts
Awards.
The whole school has been working towards Unicef Rights
Respecting School Accreditation this year; each class has
the Rights of the Child displayed in their classroom. The
pupils have been learning about children living in different
areas of the world, including children who live in refugee
camps who are not able to have all the rights they are
entitled to. The William Fletcher Rights Respecting school
team (which comprises pupils from across the different
year groups) gave an amazing presentation to the Board of
Governors earlier this year, telling us about conditions for
children in different parts of the world. We also have an
anti-bullying group at William Fletcher comprising
children from each year group; this group and all the
children work to ensure that all pupils’ rights are
respected.
William Fletcher PTA warmly invite you to our Summer
Fete at school on Friday 1st July kicking off at 5 p.m. with
the children's parade. Yarnton Band will be showcasing
some of our young talent, as will Oxford Sport and
Traditional Martial Arts. There will be the usual BBQ and
bar, ice creams, bottle tombola, kids’ tombola, bouncy slide
and a bake off tent, amongst many other stalls. We are
lucky to have support from Breckon & Breckon who will
be running a stall. We are currently fundraising for new
play equipment on the Key Stage 2 playground, so your
support will be very much appreciated by all the children,
staff and the PTA.
We look forward to seeing you at the fete!
The William Fletcher team, staff, PTA and governors

Yarnton Parish Council
Clerk: Lynne Whitley
Office: Village Hall, The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TE.
Tel. 378476. e-mail: yarntonparishcouncil@gmail.com
The Parish Office is open Mondays and Thursdays
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. If the Clerk is not available when you
call, please leave a message on the answerphone and a
response will be made as soon as possible. If the main door
of the Village Hall is locked, please ring the door bell by the
post box at the left end of the Village Hall.
Future Meeting dates: Wednesday 8th June in the Village
Hall at 6.15 p.m., then every second Wednesday in the
month. Members of the public are welcome to attend all
meetings.
Meeting Minutes: The minutes of all Parish Council
Meetings are available on the village website once they are
approved, www.yarnton-village.org.uk
Parish Council - contact numbers
Parish Council Chairman:
Fred Jones. Tel: 373871
Parish Council Vice-Chairman:
Graham Thompson. Tel: 461479
Parish Council Members:
John Burford. Tel: 849750
Michael Gibbard. Tel: 849435
Robin Hearn. Tel: 374613
Anna Isles. Tel: 372895
Keith Johnston. Tel: 372266
The above-named were declared elected as Parish
Councillors without a contest as from May 2015 for a fouryear period. Michael Gibbard was declared elected as
District Councillor as from May 2015 for a four-year
period.
Co-opted Parish Councillors: 8th July 2015:
Fiona Mawson. Tel: 840819, Gregg Morris. Tel: 371291
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer:
Lynne Whitley. Tel: 378476
District Councillors:
Alan Mackenzie-Wintle
Sandra Rhodes, tel. 848861
Nigel Simpson
County Councillor:
Maurice Billington. Tel: 842235
Yarnton Village Hall: Bookings: Tel: 07948 722633 or
email yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com
Planning Applications:
16/00570/F. White Cottage, Little Blenheim, demolition of
existing single-storey extension and erection of part
single- storey and part two-storey extension.

R3.0058/16. William Fletcher School, details pursuant to
condition 3 (External materials) of planning permission
R3.0131/15 (15/01836/OCC).
R3.0131/15. William Fletcher School, details pursuant to
condition 8 (Bat mitigation) of planning permission
R3.0131/15 (15/01836/OCC).
R3.0059/16. William Fletcher School, details pursuant to
condition 4 (construction traffic and management plan) of
planning permission R3.0131/15 (15/01836/OCC).
16/00679/F. Paternoster Farm, Cassington Road,
alterations and erection of single-storey extension and
first-floor side extension to existing farmhouse. Removal
of previous additions to farmhouse (Re-submission of
15/01747/F).
Planning Decisions:
16/00296/F. 24 Spencer Avenue, demolition of existing
garage and conservatory, and erection of single-storey
extension to rear elevation. Granted 11.4.16.
16/00242/F. 26 The Paddocks, demolition of existing
garage and construct new two-storey side extension and
single-storey rear extension. Granted 26.4.16.
16/00352/F. 54 Meadow Way, two-storey detached 3bedroom house on existing plot (Re-submission of
15/02092/F). Granted 29.4.16.
Planning Applications/Comments: Lists of planning
applications received by the Parish Council are published
on the four Parish Council notice boards in the village
within a few days of receipt. Members of the public can
also view and comment on all planning applications via
Cherwell District Council’s website at
www.cherwell.gov.uk.
Public Access Defibrillators: These are located at
Yarnton Village Hall, The Paddocks, OX5 1TE (front of
building near front door), Westlake Pharmacy, 75 Spencer
Avenue, OX5 1NQ (on side wall) and Yarnton Garden
Centre, Sandy Lane, OX5 1PA (on right hand side of
driveway into garden centre)
Yarnton Village Website/Noticeboards: The Parish
Council noticeboards and village website www.yarntonvillage.org.uk are where the Parish Council gives up-todate information on things which are notified at short
notice, as well as publicising items of importance, so we
would actively encourage you to regularly check the
noticeboards and the website. When possible items of
importance will also be posted on Spotted
Kidlington/Yarnton page of Facebook.

Parish Council Office: Please note the new Parish Council email address is yarntonparishcouncil@gmail.com.
The office will be closed on Thursday 9th June.
Annual Parish Meeting: This was held on Friday 22nd April when the speaker was Harry Waters, Commercial Director at
Agrivert Ltd. who provided an interesting insight into the work at the waste food anaerobic digester plant based on the edge
of Yarnton.
Discussion took place regarding a possible improvement of traffic management on the service road outside Budgens.
District Council elections: Following a boundary review Cherwell District Council now consists of 16 wards, each with 3
District Councillors. Elections were held on Thursday 5th May when the three successful councillors for Kidlington Ward which
includes Yarnton, Begbroke and part of Kidlington were: Sandra Rhodes elected for 4 years, Alan Mackenzie-Wintle elected
for 3 years and Nigel Simpson elected for 2 years.

Notices around the village: Notices advertising events are frequently posted on street lights, bus stops, etc. Whilst this is
strictly ‘Flytipping’ unless you own the property, the Parish Council accepts this is a useful way of advertising events but
would request that the posters are removed within 2 or 3 days of the event happening please.
Dog Fouling: It is an offence not to pick up after your dog, but it is also very offensive to members of the public to see dog
bags dumped in hedges. PLEASE PICK UP DOG MESS IN A BAG AND DEPOSIT IN AN APPROPRIATE PLACE, preferably in one
of the 11 dog bins located around the village, but they can also be put into your household green bin if that’s preferable to you.
Bus to Kidlington: Following the withdrawal of bus subsidies from Oxfordshire County Council, with effect from 20th July we
have received notification from GoRide bus company that they intend to operate the K2 service beyond this date but with
fewer buses (leaving Yarnton Monday-Saturday 9.45 a.m., 10.45 a.m., 11.45 a.m., 1.45 p.m., 2.45 p.m.). They have said the fares
will be increasing and they need the service to be well supported in order to secure its future continuation.
.

ACCORDION/JAZZ
PIANO/KEYBOARD
LESSONS !! ?
PIANO ACCORDION lessons available from
experienced teacher living in Yarnton. Beginners to
advanced. I have over 25 years’ teaching experience
including Oxford Brookes University and many Music
Services and schools. Playing experience in bands,
theatre and film, from classical to jazz music.
I also teach classical PIANO, JAZZ PIANO, and
ELECTRONIC KEYBOARDS – all different approaches
to learning to play keyboard music.
I have limited space for teaching at home but am happy
to visit people in Yarnton and nearby, and currently have
some vacancies for students.
For further details please contact 07791 873183 or
oxford1500@gmail.com

PETER WATSON

MA , CT, ABRSM

Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock
Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington
Minister: The Revd. Jonathan Todd, tel. 01865 842214, Email: jonathan.todd@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Lay Worker: Malcolm Bromhall, tel. 01865 373958, Email: malcolm.bromhall@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Web: www.woodstockmethodists.org.uk, www.kidlingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk
There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of our
forthcoming services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the
appropriate website. Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time.

Services in June
Woodstock
10.30 a.m.
5th
12th

8.30 a.m.

19th

10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

26th

10.30 a.m.

Rev. Jean King
(Holy Communion)
Rev. Adam Stevenson
(Holy Communion)
Simon Blainey
Rev. Martin Wellings
(Holy Communion)
Jan Grimwood

We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at
10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens. The
first part of the morning is shared with the adults in
church before we then go round to the church hall to share
in our own activities. We are always delighted to see new
members, whether with or without their parents!

Every Friday we meet at 9.30 a.m. for a short informal time
of prayer followed by coffee. On the third Friday of the
month, this incorporates a celebration of communion. All
welcome!
Kidlington
10 a.m.
Malcolm Bromhall
5th
Rachel Blainey
12th 10 a.m.
Rev. Bob Whorton
19th 10 a.m.
(Holy Communion)
Joanna Tulloch
26th 10 a.m.
The Kidlington church also runs a Junior Church and
crèche on Sunday mornings.

Victories for young Yarnton Band members

Some of our prize winners – the boys vanished!
Playing at the Annual Brass Festival of the Oxfordshire and District Brass Band Association, the Band came away with many
prizes after competing against musicians from as far away as Bristol and Gloucester. First prizes went to our Under-14 Quartet
and Under-19 Ensemble, with both 1st and 2nd prizes going to the Under-19 Quintet. Yarnton also came 2nd in the Under-19
Quartet section.
Fiona Methley had an award for being the best girl player under 15, and we also had an award for being the band with the
most under-18 entries. Amongst the soloists Amelia and George Sherratt came joint 3rd in the Under-9 Slow Melody section,
Anna Hipkiss came 1st in the age 9-11 Slow Melody, Fiona Methley came 2nd in the 12-14 Slow Melody and 2nd in the Junior
Championship section. Joseph Wright came 3rd in the 15-18 Slow Melody Section.
Our duettists also did well with Anna Hipkiss/Scarlet McCarthy and Maia Bullock/Lizzie Blake coming 2nd and 3rd respectively
in the Under-11 Duets. In the Under-14 duets Polly Hipkiss/Charlotte Wilkes came 3rd.
If you want to hear the Band they are playing at the following events: Ducklington Big Lunch 12th June 1.30 p.m., Kidlington
Church Fete 18th June 2 p.m. and at William Fletcher School 1st July 6.30 p.m. Peter Hewis

Yarnton W.I.

We are looking forward to this month’s talk by Anne
Borrowdale, which has the intriguing title ‘The invigilator
who set fire to his trousers’. Do come and join us to find
out more!
We meet in the Village Hall on Thursday 9th June at
7.30 p.m. Tea hostesses are Sheila Westall, Jean Amor and
Pam Appleton.
The next coffee morning will be on Tuesday 21st June at
Yarnton Nurseries from 10.30 a.m. If you’re free and fancy
a sociable morning, then please come along.
In July we are planning a members’ craft evening, so if you
are a craftsperson and would like to share your skills with
other members, please contact any committee member to
offer your services. We hope that members will also have
a go at different crafts.
Date for your diaries: Ann Moss will be hosting a coffee
morning at her home at 21 The Spears, Yarnton, on
Tuesday 19th July from 10.30 a.m. in aid of the WI ‘Save
Denman’ appeal. Do come and support this worthwhile
cause.
Ruth Astall

Yarnton Village Hall
The hall comprises a large Main Hall, Back Room and
Committee Room. The hall is fully accessible - facilities
include stage, kitchen, toilets with disabled facilities and
car park. The hall is available for hire for meetings,
training events, shows, lunches, clubs, sales, parties, etc.
The charges for hiring the Main Hall or Back Room are
per hour unless stated.
Village residents: £10
Non Village Residents: £12
Kitchen: £8 per session
A deposit of £100 is required when booking the hall.
For further information or to book the hall please contact
Booking Secretary on 07948 722633 or email

yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com

For enquiries about baptisms, weddings or pastoral issues please contact Revd. Nathan Jarvis on
fr.nathan@yahoo.com or 01865 849352
Team Vicar: The Reverend Nathan Jarvis, tel. 01865 849352, 26 Church Lane, Yarnton
Churchwardens: Charlotte Rayner, tel. 01865 849534, email charlotte_rayner@hotmail.com
John Appleton, tel. 01865 460496 email john_appleton@ntlworld.com
Never talk about religion or politics.....
This is a phrase you often hear, and might just be good advice. It is, however, quite hard to avoid at least one of those subjects
when you are a Vicar! I was at a dinner party a while ago, and all was going well. I was meeting new people, and the
conversation was flowing. Then the inevitable question was asked: 'what do you do'? Amidst the teachers, self-employed,
medics,etc. was a clergyman in disguise.... When my identity was established the conversation changed. Surprisingly, the
conversation got livelier and even more interesting. Suddenly, the whole room wanted to know what the church thought of
specific issues, and I became an unofficial spokesperson on such hot topics as the migrant crisis, corruption in politics and the
future of the EU. It seems as if people still want to know what God might have to say, despite my (no doubt) unsatisfactory
answers and suggestions.
It made me think long and hard about the relationship between religion and politics. Is it a good thing for the church and its
ministers to get involved at all? Should we simply stand back and be neutral? This is the view of many, who don't really see a
public role for the church anymore. It will not surprise you to learn that I do not share that view.
Many years ago, it was the voice of Christians responding to the poverty and inequality they saw in society that influenced
politics. Sadly, the Church of England was not at the forefront of this action. In fact it took the creation of new types of church,
the Salvation Army amongst others, to respond and act in faith. A new movement was created, religion and politics hand in
hand. I think we have now caught up and have been trailblazers for many movements and change in society. For example, the
church was right at the forefront of the hospice movement, the campaigns for equal rights in the workplace at a time of
exploitation and great hardship in the 1800s. We spearheaded the fair-trade movement when it was new and innovative, and
have taken the eco-environmental message to heart across our dioceses and across the world. We have worked towards
inclusion of women and minority groups at the very highest level of governance and spiritual leadership. You might think that
we have had a lot to say in recent years.
Religion and politics are inextricably linked. If we believe in equality for all because it is a bible principle, then this
automatically overflows into other areas of life including politics. If we feel that Jesus had something to say about fairness and
respect then this too influences our views on issues such as immigration, the distribution of wealth and the NHS.
Jesus was political. There is no getting away from it. He was not the 'meek and mild' character we often see portrayed in
stained glass windows and story books. He was a firebrand, a rebel and an outcast constantly aiming criticism and scorn at the
church leaders and politicians, mocking them and even calling them names.
To me, following Jesus is not a soft option or an easy choice. It is not about living a quiet life down the lane. It means that we
have to think long and hard about how we live in this world, how we relate to each other and how we love each other. This
means we need to work hard to redress the balance when greed and misinformation get the better of politics and policy, when
money and self-interest seem to win.

In July we are offering a space to think about faith and how it relates to our daily lives and the decisions we make. For six
weeks we will meet together, share thoughts, food and no doubt much laughter and fun. All are welcome, whether you have
been coming to church for years or whether you simply want to know more about the Christian faith. Come and ask some
hard questions. We don't guarantee we have all the answers, but it might just be the start you need.
With every prayer and blessing. Fr Nathan

St. Bartholomew’s Church, Church Lane, Yarnton.
The Church is open every day from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
(every week unless otherwise stated)

Sundays
8 a.m.
11 a.m.

Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, traditional service with no Hymns
Holy Communion, Common Worship, with hymns. Coffee after the service. The first Sunday of the month is an
informal Family Service, and after the service there is a Fairtrade and local produce stall.
Weekday Eucharist Service: Wednesday, 9.30 a.m.

HOLIDAY ARK DOG WALKING AND
PET SITTING SERVICES
INSURED AND POLICE CHECKED DOG WALKING
AND PET CARE SERVICES

Dog walking and puppy visits - Rabbit and Guinea Pig
Boarding using RSPCA 5ft and 6ft hutches Hamster, gerbil and small bird boarding - Cat feeding
and home care service - Pet taxi
www.holidayark.co.uk
T: 01865 842435, M: 07596109489
Family run, based in Kidlington, and your pet and home
will be cared for as if they were our own by trustworthy
and caring pet lovers and owners.

Senior Club
We had four members with birthdays in April: Marjorie,
Sylvia (Hawkins), Sandra and Derek. Our good wishes
were given to all of them, plus a chorus of Happy Birthday.
We were pleased to welcome Jackie back, but sorry to tell
her of our sad news while she was away. Frances Page,
one of our Committee members, passed away suddenly.
She had suffered ill health for many years, but it was a
shock to us all. A minute’s silence was observed, and Les,
who played dominoes with Frances, said a few words. We
also heard that Jim Pratley, another domino player, was in
the JR after suffering a stroke, and also Margaret, who
came home briefly, was also back in hospital. So at the
moment the Club is hoping for happier times to come in
the future. New members will always be made welcome.
Jose Green, tel. 375644

Hidden Kidlington: The past beneath our Feet
Cherwell Archaeology Group formed in the spring of 2015 to investigate, understand and expand our knowledge of the local
archaeology of Kidlington, Yarnton, Begbroke and the surrounding areas. We hold regular meetings, but our primary interest
is to perform practical field work, including field walks and digs, to help reveal the history and lives of our local ancestors.
Over the last year we have been particularly interested in the construction and impact on local life of the major transport links
passing through north Kidlington - the Oxford Canal and the GWR railway. Construction of the canal reached Kidlington in
1788, reaching Oxford in 1789, with a ceremonial opening of the connection to the Thames on 1st January 1790. The GWR
railway arrived in Kidlington in 1850, with the station being built in 1852, primarily serving the needs of Woodstock and
hence named Woodstock Road Station. The canal and the railway pass in close proximity beneath the Oxford to Banbury road
to the north of Kidlington, and partially enclose an area to the east of the road (opposite the Highwayman pub) which is now
used as allotments.
Much of the manpower for the building of these projects would have been provided by professional navvies who followed the
major construction projects of the time. They would have lived in temporary construction camps near to the canal and
railway, and moved site as the work progressed. These camps would have housed not only the navvies, but at times their
families, and would have been a site for the delivery and storage of domestic supplies and construction materials. The present
day allotment site sits on a location which is likely to have housed one of these camps, and the allotment holders have
unearthed a considerable quantity of finds suggesting significant activity on this site during the late 1700s and mid 1800s, as
well as material from the later part of the 17th century. These finds, which number over 400 artefacts, mainly consist of
fragments of clay pipe, with a smaller number of glazed pottery shards, glass and fossils. Clay pipes soon became
commonplace after the introduction of tobacco smoking in the late 1500s, and their design and size changed rapidly. This
allows us to accurately date pipe fragments by looking at their size and shape, especially of the pipe bowl and the diameter of
the pipe stem bore. Makers’ marks can also be found on many of the pipe bowls, and these allow for precise dating and the
location of manufacture.

Makers’ marks

Pipe bowl and stem

Pipe fragments
The group dug two test pits in the grounds of the Highwayman Pub during 2015, but these failed to provide any significant
evidence about the canal construction. We are planning to dig a further test pit in the allotments in the near future, with the
aim of finding information about the lives and living conditions of the canal navvies. Such transient sites are often overlooked,
but give us a glimpse into a period of rapid social and technological change, and the changing lives of those who lived through
them.
With thanks to James Holland for his generous help and providing his finds from the allotment for analysis.
Tony Prothero, April 2016, for Cherwell Archaeology

THE PLOUGH
THE GREEN, UPPER WOLVERCOTE
A LA CARTE RESTAURANT/BAR MEALS/DAILY SPECIALS
FAMILIES WELCOME. DISABLED FACILITIES.
GOOD VEGETARIAN AND GLUTEN FREE MENU CHOICES
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF PARTIES
/MEETINGS FREE OF CHARGE (CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY)
FRESH FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY INCLUDING SUNDAY EVENING
SENIORS MENU MONDAY TO SATURDAY
COME AND SEE US – WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT PUB,
ESTABLISHED OVER 17 YEARS
TELEPHONE 01865 556969.
WWW.THEPLOUGHOXFORD.CO.UK

Begbroke Bowls Club

At the the beginning of the playing season for Begbroke
Bowls our opening match saw a loss against Woodstock,
but the past weekend we beat Blackbird Leys by a good
margin. The poor early Spring weather gave us a delay on
preparation of the bowls green – and the arrival of some
foxes locally, who are treating the expanse as a new
digging experience, mean our groundsmen are really being
tested. However Friday evening open club meets are
continuing, and anyone interested in playing is welcome to
join us for our practice roll-up at 6.30 p.m. and then also in
the club bar afterwards.
Home matches for the next few weeks are as follows:–
Wednesday 1st June against Oxon Fire & Rescue at
6.30 p.m.
Saturday 25th June against Middle Barton at 2.30 p.m.
Sunday 3rd July against Burford at 2.30 p.m.
Monday 4th July (ladies only) against Abingdon at 6 p.m.
Saturday 9th July Chadlington at 2.30 p.m.
Spectators are warmly invited.
Further information from Club Secretary: Joan
Woodmore, tel. 01235 528568 or Malcolm Blackshaw, tel.
01865 377220

OSTEOPATHY in YARNTON
Conditions that Osteopathy can treat:
Lower back pain, Sciatica, Arthritic pain,
Neck and shoulder tension, Postural problems,
Headaches, Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Sports
injuries, Frozen shoulder, Tennis elbow, Asthma,
Digestive problems.
Anita Watson BSc (Hons) Ost.
Over 15 years of clinical experience

Anita is a member of the GOC (General Osteopathic Council)
and qualified in 1996.

07970 527733
98 Rutten Lane, Yarnton
anitawatson111@hotmail.co.uk
www.anitawatson.co.uk

YOGA in YARNTON
Anita is also a member of the IYA (Iyengar Yoga Association)
and has been studying Iyengar Yoga since 1997
and has been teaching since 2006.

Individual and small group classes available
at 98 Rutten Lane.
Please call for details of Yoga classes.

Yarnton Manor News

Aquarius Plumbing
Tel: 01865 513058. Mob: 07984 121743
Email: enquiries@aquariusplumbingltd.com
Web: http://www.aquariusplumbingltd.com
Free estimates
No job too small
Domestic Plumbing Work - Domestic Electrical
Work
Wall Tiling - Floor Tiling – Plastering - Loft
Insulation
Environmentally friendly upgrades
Reliable and honest
Local to Yarnton

Poplar Avenue. The large wood pile has now been
cleared. Due to an unfortunate change in the wind, we
must apologise for any inconvenience caused by the
smoke over the few days in April. We are now looking to
begin the process of replanting the trees along the avenue
in consultation with the local conservation office.
Employment Opportunities. We have various temporary
positions available over the summer. If you are interested
in maintenance support, housekeeping roles or conference
support please let us know by emailing
estate@yarntonmanor.com.
Church Lane. We have made efforts this spring to clear
the drainage ditch along Church Lane. We will continue to
do this further down the lane over the autumn and winter
and will proceed in sections so as to avoid too much
disturbance to the wildlife.
Estate@yarntonmanor.com, tel.01865 853900

Yarnton Pre-School
The Great Pre-school Move
This year is very exciting for Yarnton Pre-school. Many of
you will have seen the beautiful new building that has
appeared at the front of the William Fletcher School site.
We have received a grant to expand, and as part of this we
can now take more 'Government funded two year olds' for up to 15 hours a week, with more flexibility on times.
What great news for the parents of Yarnton!
The building is nearly finished, but we need the help
of the Yarnton community to help us move and get the
building and playground ready for the start of the new
school year and our Grand Opening party on Saturday 3rd
September, from 12.30 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. - all welcome,
more details to follow.
In the style of the famous TV programme 'Challenge
Annika' ...could you or your community group or business
help us move from the old site to the new building, erect
sheds and play equipment, plant some flowers, do some
basic DIY or perhaps just make moral-boosting tea for our
thirsty helpers?
We are having a 'Great Pre-school volunteer
weekend' from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday 23rd and
Sunday 24th July - all volunteers welcome (from aged
13+ please). We appreciate any of your time, whether it is
half an hour or a whole day.
Although the building is funded, we still need to fundraise
for the outside space, furniture and equipment - there are
various fundraising events coming up which need your
support. The Pre-school committee can't work without the
support of the community, for which we are very grateful.
Please contact ypscommittee@outlook.com for more
information, or to let us know if you can help during the
Great Pre-school volunteer weekend.
Make a child smile and please come and help. Thank you in
advance.
Yarnton Pre-school Committee

Cassington Nurseries
Yarnton Road
Cassington
01865 882550
Open 7 Days a Week

Geraniums, basket plants and
bedding plants all ready now,
all grown on site
Hanging baskets
ready grown on site
3 bags compost 60l £12.00

Avante Gardener
Needing help with your garden?
We can offer a wide range of garden services
which will make your garden look wonderful.
We also offer a design service
to make the most of your garden

Sarah Homer
Tel. 07827 681845 or 01865 429102

Oxford Harmonic Choir
J S Bach: Mass in B minor
Oxford Harmonic Choir presents one of the greatest choral
masterpieces of all time on Saturday 25th June at 7.30 p.m.
in the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford. Uplifting and joyful,
contemplative and poignant, Bach's Mass in B minor has
long been considered the pinnacle of his choral music.
Tickets : £10– £18 from Oxford Playhouse, 01865 305305,
www.ticketsoxford.com), and on the door from 7 p.m.

Yarnton Village Hall 200 Club
Winners of the draw on 14th April were:
82
83

Mr. S. Brogden
Mrs. G. Walker

53
163

Mr. E. Green
Mrs. L. Gaskins

Winners of the draw on 12th May were:
57
3

Mrs. G. Moss
Mrs. C. Oliver

86
102

Mr. D. Cox
Mrs. J. Rycroft

Have you considered joining Village Hall 200 Club?
£12 annual subscription and be in with a chance of
winning £25 every week, with bonuses paid of £50 in
June and £100 in December. Please contact Lynne
Newin for further details, tel. 07948 722633 or email

yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com

Yarnton Medical Practice
KEY MEDICAL PRACTICE
(Yarnton Surgery)
163 Rutten Lane, Yarnton
OX5 1LT
Telephone 379345
www.keymedicalpractice.co.uk

Opening Hours
Monday
8.00 - 18.00
Tuesday 8.30 - 18.00
Wednesday 8.30 - 18.00
Thursday 8.30 - 18.00
Friday
8.30 - 18.00
Diabetic & Asthma Clinics,
Baby Immunisation Clinic
– phone for appointment
Well Baby Clinic
First Thursday of the month
2.00 -3.00
Book Reading Group
On Monday 6th June we are meeting to discuss 'Hotel du
Lac' by Anita Bruckner.
Our meetings are friendly and informal and held on the
first Monday of the month at 7.30 p.m.
If you are interested in joining us and want to find out
more, please phone Jim or Caroline Briden, 01865 372888.

Summer is on the way. We have had some much needed
sun recently. The warm bright days are always a welcome
relief after our dark winters. However, please do take care.
Even though it might still feel a little chilly, the sun is very
powerful and can burn. Keep safe in the sun:
• Try to keep out of the sun between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.
• Wear sunscreen
• Wear loose cotton clothing
• Drink lots of cool drinks
• Seek shade whenever possible
• Wear sunglasses and a hat
• Look out for others, especially vulnerable groups such
as the elderly, those with serious illnesses, young
children and babies
• Never leave anyone in a closed, parked vehicle,
especially infants, young children and animals
Remember it can get uncomfortably hot indoors too, so
consider keeping the curtains closed in those rooms that
face the sun. Other easy ways of keeping your home cool
include opening the windows at cooler times of the day
and overnight, and turning off non-essential lights and
electrical items as these can generate heat.
New Staff. We mentioned our new reception and nursing
team members in our last newsletter. Thank you for
making them all feel so welcome. We are also delighted to
have been joined by Dr. Clare Pritchard, a very
experienced GP who has lived and worked in Oxfordshire
for some years. Dr. Pritchard will be working in both our
Kidlington and Yarnton practices.

.

Yarnton
Netball Club
The club has entered two teams into the Oxfordshire
Summer League and will play at Marston on Mondays and
Thursdays from May to July; meanwhile we continue to
offer weekly training at Rutten Lane on Tuesdays from
7.30 p.m. – 9 p.m. – a time also to welcome potential new
players.
Players need to be 15+ and turn up in easy clothing and
trainers, and with a bottle of water! We usually have our
own Level 2 coach in attendance, as skills practices are
delivered with a short training match at the end of the
evening – anyone is welcome to the first couple of sessions
with no charge.
For updated information please contact Club Secretary,
Laura, tel. 07740 467107.
email yarntonnetballclub@outlook.com

