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VVIILLLLAAGGEE    

  NNEEWWSS    
CALENDAR FOR THE MONTH     

 Thur. 1st        Sing-along music group for babies and pre-schoolers, (and every Thursday in term time),  
  Village Hall, 10 a.m. 
 Thur. 1st Senior Club Christmas Lunch, Village Hall, 12.30 p.m.  Fri. 2nd  Scouts, Scout Hut, 7 p.m. – 8.30 p.m. (and every Friday)  Fri. 2nd  Copy date for January 2017 issue of Yarnton Village News   Mon. 5th     Short Mat Bowling, Village Hall, 10 a.m. (and every Monday)   Mon. 5th       Cubs, Scout Hut, 6.30 p.m. – 8 p.m. (and every Monday)  Mon. 5th     Book Reading Group, tel.  372888  Mon. 5th       Explorers, Scout Hut, 8.15 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. (and every Monday)   Tue. 6th      Central Yarnton Bridge Club, Village Hall 9.50 a.m. (and every Tuesday)  Wed. 7th          9.30 a.m. service at St. Bartholomew’s (and every Wednesday) 
 Wed. 7th          ‘Little Sheep’ (and every Wednesday in term-time), 10.15 a.m., St. Bartholomew’s 
 Wed. 7th Lunch Club, Village Hall, 1 p.m. (and every Wednesday)   Wed. 7th             Beavers, Scout Hut, 5 p.m. – 6.15 p.m. (and every Wednesday) 
 Wed. 14th      Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 6.15 p.m. 
 Thur. 8th   Senior Club, Village Hall, 2 p.m.  Thur. 8th  W.I., Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.  Sat. 10th  Christmas Craft Fayre, Yarnton Playgroup, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.  Thur. 15th        Gardening Club A.G.M. and Christmas Social (members only), Village Hall, 7 p.m.  
 Sun. 18th  Yarnton Band Carol Service, St. Bartholomew’s, 3 p.m.  Thur. 22nd      Senior Club, Village Hall, 2 p.m.  Sat. 24th  Crib Service, St. Bartholomew’s, 4 p.m.   Carols and Prayers, St. Bartholomew’s, 6 p.m.   Midnight Mass, 11 p.m.  Sun. 25th  Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, St. Bartholomew’s 8 a.m.   Christmas Day Service, St. Bartholomew’s, 11 a.m.  Thur. 5th January      Senior Club, Village Hall, 2 p.m.  
Advertising Rates One-eighth A4 page: £8 per issue One-quarter A4 page: £13 per issue One-half A4 page: £23 per issue Whole A4 page: £40 per issue Classified Ads: 5p per word.  Must include telephone number. Discounted rates for annual advertising require payment up front for the whole year. The Editorial Committee in no way accepts responsibility for services supplied by our advertisers. 

Distributed free of charge at the beginning of each month to every household in Yarnton Yarnton Village News is printed by KMS Litho (Litho & Digital Impressions Ltd.) Tel. 01993 868179/868705, email: ldioffice@btconnect.com  
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Editorial Committee:
 Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, OX5 1NS, tel. 372637 – Editor Mary Clarke, 10 Stocks Tree Close, OX5 1LU - Secretary and Assistant Editor Frances Peck, tel. 374708 - Distribution Michael Westall, 1 Stocks Tree Close, OX5 1LU, tel. 373445 - Treasurer 
 

Have you looked at our website: 
www.yarnton-village.org.uk?

 

We would like to 
wish all our 

readers a very 
Happy and Healthy 

Christmas 



 

Copy Deadline for January 2017 Issue Material for inclusion in the January 2017 Newsletter should be received by midday on Friday 2nd December. Copy should be e-mailed to: ruth@astall.com and maryclarke2305@googlemail.com  or delivered to Mrs. Ruth Astall, 19 The Spears, tel. 372637. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to cut, edit, or omit articles, or refuse advertisements for reasons of space limitation, suitability, etc. Their decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. Copy date for the February 2017 issue is Friday 6th January 2017. 
 
  
Dr. Iwan Hughes 
 Many people will have been saddened to hear of the death of Dr. Hughes in October, at the age of 88.  He was a GP in Yarnton for many years and, as his son said to the Oxford Times, always endeavoured to put his patients’ welfare at the heart of his practice. While serving as a GP he attended an aircraft crash at Kidlington Airport in 1968, helping to rescue the pilot from the wreckage. Following his retirement Dr. Hughes moved to Cassington, but officially opened the new surgery in Yarnton in 2005.  He will be gratefully remembered by many in the village. 
 
  
 

 

 
Blood Donation Session 
 Please give blood at Yarnton Village Hall on Friday 9th December from 1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. and 4.15 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.  To book an appointment tel. 0300 123 23 23. 

 
 

Sports ground maintenance person required  Yarnton Playing Field Management Committee is looking to recruit the services of a suitably qualified person to manage and prepare cricket wickets at Little Marsh Sportsfield, Yarnton. Candidates would need to be experienced in maintaining the square to Oxford Cricket Association or equivalent standard. The work will relate to the cricket square only, commencing pre-season 2017 and hopefully for the long term. The role may well suit a retired grounds person with appropriate experience. Hours and remuneration by arrangement. If interested please make an initial enquiry via e-mail: yarntonparishcouncil@gmail.com   
 

 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Yarnton Lunch Club needs some help 

 The Lunch Club is looking for some volunteers to help just once every four weeks on a Wednesday 12 noon – 2.30 p.m. at Yarnton Village Hall. The help required includes laying up dining tables, serving food to the tables and washing up. The Lunch Club is a long-standing feature of the village for our older residents and without volunteer help will struggle to fulfil its purpose. If you could spare us just 2 ½ hours once a month, it would be greatly appreciated. Our diners are a really friendly and cheerful group who thoroughly enjoy not only the meal but also the social interaction. Please consider if you could spare the time and give us a ring on 01865 373871; we would be very pleased to hear from you. 
Fred Jones 
 
 

 
 
Book Reading Group 
 On Monday 5th December we are discussing ‘Olive Kitteridge’ by Elizabeth Stroud. We have chosen to read’"Of mice and men’ by John Steinbeck in January. Do contact Caroline or Jim Briden if you are interested in finding out more about the group on 01865 372888. 
 

 
 
 
Senior Club 
 On our last outing in October we went first to Stratford-upon-Avon and then on to Hatton Shopping Village.  We had a few spots of rain, but mainly dry, so were able to walk around the Garden Centre as well as the shops.  We had our raffle at Hatton, then Milan our driver gave us a scenic ride coming home via Evesham and Stow-on-the-Wold.  We arrived home before dark, and many thanks were given to Milan. We had several birthdays in October, starting with Richard, Laurence, Brian and Eileen, whose birthday was special.  Apologies were given to Kath (Whitcombe) as her birthday was overlooked.  We made it up with a belated good wishes at our next meeting, and our best wishes were given to all with a chorus of ‘Happy Birthday’. We are looking forward to our Christmas Lunch in the Village Hall at 12.30 p.m. on 1st December.  We have two more meetings in December, on 8th and 22nd, and our first one in 2017 is on 5th January. Happy Christmas to you all and best wishes for 2017. 
Jose Green, tel. 375644 
 

 



 
 

 
 
For enquiries about baptisms, weddings or pastoral issues please contact Revd. Nathan Jarvis on 
fr.nathan@yahoo.com or 01865 849352  
Team Vicar: The Reverend Nathan Jarvis, tel. 01865 849352, 26 Church Lane, Yarnton 
Churchwardens: Ian Gill, email iangill98@yahoo.com 
John Appleton, tel. 01865 460496 email john_appleton@ntlworld.com 
 As I write, the evenings are drawing in, since the clock change, and all is still, calm and very very cold on Church Lane. I am out with the dogs in the fields and can see the effect of the recent frosts on the hedgerows, and all seems to be dying back. It is only when I kick over some leaves that I see a very brave cyclamen poking its head above ground. Even when things seem cold and frozen, new life is getting ready to spring forth.  At the moment, I have two friends who are not looking forward to Christmas. They both have parents who are very ill. I myself am wondering what Christmas will hold, with my mother now in a nursing home suffering from dementia. It will be the first Christmas that we have not all been together. This feels strange and sad, and yet, kick over the leaves as it were, of our emotions and new life is there, even though it is well hidden. One of my friends has managed to kindle a better relationship with her mother, even in these last days. She has had golden moments of tenderness and joy, something she had given up on years ago. Maybe there is light as well as darkness.  Christmas is a time when we look back, usually at the year that has just passed, and begin to look forward to the next.  2016 has been a year of growth and renewal, and also a year of saying goodbye as several of our congregation have passed away. Again both light and dark. We have started our new Sunday School, we have welcomed a new member to our team and we have been able to face the challenges that any church has to face in these times of financial difficulty and cutbacks.  As a nation, we have braved Brexit and we have yet to find out (at the time of writing this) who the next President of the United States will be. We hold our breath in anticipation. We have also seen in a new Prime Minister and leader of the opposition. What a year! As we rush around preparing for Christmas, buying presents and food, dusting off recipe books and hunting for that table cloth that only gets used once a year, let’s just pause a minute. There is much to give thanks for even in the dark times, and much to celebrate in the times of joy and light. I pray that this season of joy and light will be a blessing to us all, and wish us all the very best for 2017. Fr. Nathan  Please note, this year we are having TWO Crib services due to the numbers attending last year. The first one at 4 p.m. will be the loud, fun, action-packed one with dressing up and Yarnton Band, and the 6 p.m. will be for older children and adults who prefer a more sedate service with carols and prayers. You are, of course, welcome to come to both! On 9th December we are holding the Church Urban Fund Advent Sleep Out Challenge at Begbroke Church in aid of Rough Sleepers. We have Yarnton Scouts coming, parishioners and members of our congregation. If you would like to know more and to sponsor us, please donate at https://adventsleepout2016.everydayhero.com/uk/nathan                                                                                                                                   We have now started our new Children's Church, Little Shepherds. We meet each Sunday                                                                  during the service at 11 a.m.  apart from the first Sunday in the month which is an All-Age                                                                  Service. Come and join in the fun! 
 
                                                      
St. Bartholomew’s Church, Church Lane, Yarnton.  
The Church is open every day from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
 

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 
(every week unless otherwise stated) 
 

Sundays 8 a.m. Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, traditional service with no Hymns 11 a.m. Holy Communion, Common Worship, with hymns. Coffee after the service. The first Sunday of the month is an 
informal Family Service, and after the service there is a Fairtrade and local produce stall. 

Weekday Eucharist Service:  Wednesday, 9.30 a.m. 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Sunday 18th  Yarnton Band Carol Service, 3 p.m. 
Christmas Eve: Crib Service, 4 p.m. Carols and Prayers, 6 p.m. Midnight Mass, 11 p.m. 

Christmas Day Holy Communion, BCP, 8 a.m.  Christmas Day Service, 11 a.m. 



 
 
 

OSTEOPATHY in YARNTON 
  

Conditions that Osteopathy can treat: 
  

Lower back pain, Sciatica, Arthritic pain, 
Neck and shoulder tension, Postural problems, 

Headaches, Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Sports 
injuries, Frozen shoulder, Tennis elbow, Asthma, 

Digestive problems. 
  

Anita Watson BSc (Hons) Ost. 
Over 15 years of clinical experience 

Anita is a member of the GOC (General Osteopathic Council) 
and qualified in 1996. 

 07970 527733 
98 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 
anitawatson111@hotmail.co.uk 

www.anitawatson.co.uk 
 

YOGA in YARNTON  
Anita is also a member of the IYA (Iyengar Yoga Association) 

and has been studying Iyengar Yoga since 1997 
and has been teaching since 2006. 

Individual and small group classes available 
at 98 Rutten Lane. 

Please call for details of Yoga classes. 

 

Community Education at the Marlborough School, 
Woodstock  We run an extensive programme of courses for adults within the school all year round (apart from school holidays). A full copy of our NEW 2016-17 brochure is available to download on the Marlborough School website www.marlborough.oxon.sch.uk/commed  If you would like a free printed copy of our brochure or to book a place please telephone 01993 813592 or email 
comed.4560@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk.  All our courses are competitively priced to give our students great value for money. For up to date and comprehensive information about availability on courses please see the school website (as above).  As courses become full they are listed for your information. Our next Saturday workshops are on Saturday 28th 
January 2017, with the following subjects on offer: Badminton 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. £10; EFT/Tapping Introduction 10 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. £20; Back, Neck and Shoulder Massage 10 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. £20; Restorative Yoga 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. £20; Applemac for Beginners 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. £31; Drawing with Confidence 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. £35; Italian Cookery 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. £39; Stained Glass 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. £41 +materials; Archery 11.05 a.m. –  12.05 p.m. £10; Home Herbal: Making Herbal Teas, Tinctures 1.30 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. £20. 
Mrs Jenny Bodinham, Coordinator, Marlborough C of E School, 
Community Education. Tel. 01993 813592 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

News from William Fletcher School  Our staff and children have been working hard as we approach the festive season. The pupils and staff have been spending a lot of time practising for the Christmas Plays which we’re looking forward to enjoying soon.  The children and teachers who ran the half marathons (including the Oxford Schools’ half marathon), during October raised over £500 to support the work of the NSPCC.  Before half term a group of our boys and girls took part in a mixed football tournament at Carterton School. The children played really well and thoroughly enjoyed the experience of taking part in the tournament. Over 40 of our children in Key Stage 2 also took part in a huge, County cross country tournament at Carterton.  Everyone performed well and proudly represented the school. Two of our girls finished in 1st and 8th  places in a race of 150 competitors.   We’ve had lots of exciting school trips recently: years 3 and 4 have been learning about the Wind in the Willows on a wonderful trip to the River and Rowing museum in Henley. Year 6 have been on their amazing residential trip to Glasbury, and years 5 and 6 have had a trip to Blenheim Palace.  

   Ratty   Our years 1 and 2 children have had a wonderful story-telling workshop led by staff of Oxford’s Story Museum. They have learned the African folktale of Anansi the Spider as part of this term’s Africa topic.  Towards the end of October our children in years 5 and 6 took part in the opening of the Lieder festival at the Sheldonian Theatre. The children worked with professional songwriters, a composer, a pianist and a singer to compose and sing their own song. The concert was extremely special and will live in the memories of staff, pupils and their families for a long time.   

  We’ve recently had a very popular evening Maths Fair for parents/carers and children. We had a very informative time finding out how the children are taught maths and how to support them at home. Huge thanks to the staff who worked many extra hours to provide this valuable and extremely well run event.  Best Wishes and Seasons Greetings from the William Fletcher team, staff, PTA and governors. 



 
 

 

 
THE PLOUGH 

THE GREEN, UPPER WOLVERCOTE 
 

A LA CARTE RESTAURANT/BAR MEALS/DAILY SPECIALS 
FAMILIES WELCOME.  DISABLED FACILITIES. 

GOOD VEGETARIAN AND GLUTEN FREE MENU CHOICES  
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF PARTIES 

/MEETINGS FREE OF CHARGE (CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS APPLY) 
FRESH FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY INCLUDING SUNDAY EVENING 

SENIORS MENU MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
COME AND SEE US – WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT PUB, 

ESTABLISHED OVER 17 YEARS 
TELEPHONE 01865 556969. 

WWW.THEPLOUGHOXFORD.CO.UK 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PURE WATER CLEANING 

  
We clean window glass, window frames, fascias, 

conservatory roofs, gutters and down-pipes - 
whatever you need cleaned 

 

Smear-free glass 
Easy access up to 40 feet/12 metres 

 

Call Chris Black on 07857 985 100 
info@smearfreewindows.com 

  
No job too small - visits by appointment 

Fully trained and insured 
 

 
Cherwell District Council  
 Many of us are familiar with the recycling of waste from our blue and brown bins, but not all of us know what happens to our green bin waste after it is collected. Cherwell sends all the rubbish from our green bins to the Energy Recovery Facility at Ardley, where it is burnt to produce energy. A range of complex processes carefully removes harmful gasses and other toxins from our waste, meaning that all we see coming from the facility’s chimneys is steam and cleaned gasses. The ‘bottom ash’ is recycled, while the ‘fly ash’, which used to go to landfill, is now transformed into building materials, meaning the entire process sends nothing to landfill. The heat generated by burning waste is converted to electricity, which is fed into the National Grid.  

 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Christmas presents are meant for your family and friends. Make sure you do not leave them on view at ground floor level for the opportunist thief. Burglaries generally will increase either side of the festive season. Think about post coding laptops, cycles, etc. 
Online and telephone scams will increase in the run up to Christmas; unbelievable offers should always be treated with caution. 
Personal attack alarms are very reassuring for young people travelling on their own, particularly during the hours of darkness. I have a limited number available ‘free of charge’ for school/college age young people. The alarms can also be purchased relatively cheaply £5-£6 each from www.redlinesecurity.co.uk. For the owners of smart phones there is now a free app available via; www.straight-pr.co.uk which is linked to The Hollie Gazzard Trust. On behalf of Thames Valley Police I would like to express our sincere thanks to Yarnton Village Neighbourhood Watch Street Coordinators and wish you all a very Happy Christmas and safe New Year. 
Fred Jones, NHW Coordinator, tel. 373871 
 

 
  



 
 

 

Yarnton Scout Group 
 

The clothing bin is back in situ outside the Scout Hut and we are collecting the following items: 
Adult and children’s clothing 

Shoes and trainers 
Handbags and belts 

Sheets, linen, curtains and towels 
All items must be clean, dry, wearable clothing and shoes must be paired… please help us to 

raise some funds by filling the bin!  
 

We have also been helping some other 
charities over the past few months by 
participating in a shoe box appeal for children 
overseas and helping at the Oxford Half 
Marathon where we manned the drinks station 
at mile 9! 

 
 

Back at the hut the Beavers are working 
towards their communicator, emergency aid and 
air activities badges.  The Cubs have been on an 
international journey through cooking and 
looking at Scouting around the world plus they 
are looking at how they can help those with 
Dementia with a visit from Dementia Friends.  
And the Scouts are back from PGL camp, 
improving their map reading on a weekend 
expedition, working on their community impact badge and looking at how they can improve their 
fitness.  Lastly the Explorers have been out on their DofE Bronze expedition, and are looking to 
help the younger sections over the coming months. 

 
Wendy Tatham 

Cub Scout Leader 
wendyltatham@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
What’s Christmas without Yarnton Band? 

 

 
 

Members of Heage Band, Derbyshire founded 1916  Some years ago a Lancashire folk group, the Houghton Weavers, combined with a choir and Wingates Band to make a recording, ‘What’s Christmas without a Brass Band?’ They were reminiscing about the past in many towns and villages, but if they came to Yarnton they would realise that our band still plays carols. This year we will be playing in nursing homes, sheltered housing, village clubs, Tesco in Kidlington and at Yarnton Church for both the Carol service on 18th December and also for the Crib service on Christmas Eve. At a recent entertainment contest in Woodstock we came 8th out of 14 bands for Entertainment and Presentation, ahead of bands including Chichester City, Witney, Wantage Academy and Downton. We won the section for unregistered bands in both the Music and Entertainment Section, and a cup for the band with the most under 19 years of age players. Our flugel player Fiona Methley had a cup for the Section’s best instrumentalist. The adjudicators commented on the band overall: ‘Bravo, band, 
soloist and conductor.  Commitment – a Big Yes! Good to see the players enjoying making music.’  
Peter Hewis 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 

Yarnton Parish Council
 

Clerk: Lynne Whitley 
Office:  Village Hall, The Paddocks, Yarnton, OX5 1TE. Tel. 378476. e-mail: yarntonparishcouncil@gmail.com The Parish Office is open Mondays and Thursdays  
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  If the Clerk is not available when you call, please leave a message on the answerphone and a response will be made as soon as possible. If the main door of the Village Hall is locked, please ring the door bell by the post box at the left end of the Village Hall.  
Future Meeting dates: Wednesday 14th December and 11th January 2017 in the Village Hall at 6.15 p.m., then every second Wednesday in the month. Members of the public are welcome to attend all meetings. 
Meeting Minutes:  The minutes of all Parish Council Meetings are available on the village website once they are approved, www.yarnton-village.org.uk  
Parish Council - contact numbers 
Parish Council Chairman: Fred Jones. Tel: 373871 
Parish Council Vice-Chairman: Graham Thompson. Tel:  461479 
Parish Council Members: John Burford. Tel: 849750 Michael Gibbard.  Tel: 849435 Robin Hearn. Tel: 374613 Anna Isles. Tel: 372895  Keith Johnston. Tel: 372266 The above-named were declared elected as Parish Councillors without a contest as from May 2015 for a four-year period.  Co-opted Parish Councillors: 8th July 2015: Fiona Mawson. Tel: 847949,  Gregg Morris. Tel: 371291 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Lynne Whitley. Tel: 378476 
District Councillors: Alan Mackenzie-Wintle, Tel: 376614   Sandra Rhodes, Tel: 848861 Nigel Simpson, Tel: 372951 
 
 

 
County Councillor: Maurice Billington. Tel: 842235 
Yarnton Village Hall: Bookings:  Tel: 07948 722633 or email yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com 
Planning Applications: 16/02029/F. Agilent Technologies, 10 Oxford Industrial Park, Mead Road, creation of an additional 104 sq.m. of firs- floor office space. 16/01947/F 7-8. Oxford Industrial Park, alterations to the elevations to units, including curtain walling, loading bay doors and windows. 16/02037/F 47. Aysgarth Road, two-storey extension above garage for additional first floor bedroom at front of property. Ground floor extension to side and rear of property to create additional downstairs bedroom and open plan kitchen area. 16/02091/F. 21 Aysgarth Road, single-storey building to form elderly parent accommodation, ancillary to the main dwelling. 

  Planning Decisions: 16/01483/F.  Pre-school, new accessible external ramp to pre-school building. Granted 7.10.16. 16/01614/F. Agilent Technologies, 10 Oxford Industrial Park, Mead Road, installation of mezzanine floor at first floor level. Granted 12.10.16. 16/01561/F.  47 Aysgarth Road, extension above garage to create two additional first floor bedrooms.  Ground floor extension at rear of property to create open plan kitchen/dining area. Refused 28.9.16.  Planning Applications/Comments: Lists of planning applications received by the Parish Council are published on the four Parish Council notice boards in the village within a few days of receipt. Members of the public can also view and comment on all planning applications via Cherwell District Council’s website at www.cherwell.gov.uk. 
Correspondence:  All correspondence by letter or email  to the Parish Council must include the sender's name and address.  The Parish Council will not be able to discuss anonymous correspondence received without these details. Grants:  Applications from village organisations for a grant from the Parish Council must be received in writing to the Clerk by 31st December 2016, and cannot be considered after that date.  Applicants must explain why they are making the request, specify the sum they are applying for, enclose their latest statement of accounts including information on fundraising by themselves during this year, and also confirm that any grant awarded last year was used in the manner applied for.  Successful applicants will receive the grant in April 2017. 

Parish Council Office: The office will be closed on Monday 26th December but will be open on Thursday 29th December. 
Public Access Defibrillators:  These are located at Yarnton Village Hall, The Paddocks, OX5 1TE (front of building near front door), Westlake Pharmacy, 75 Spencer Avenue, OX5 1NQ (on side wall) and Yarnton Garden Centre, Sandy Lane, OX5 1PA (on right hand side of driveway into garden centre) and Rutten Lane Park (front of pavilion). 
New Dog Bin: There is a new dog bin at the entrance of Begbroke Science Park on Sandy Lane. It has been very kindly donated by the University for the benefit of the many dog walkers who exercise their dogs around the fields and also down the cycle path. 
Lunch Club: Every Wednesday in the Village Hall 12.30 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. A two-course meal with tea or coffee for just £4. Free transport available for people with limited mobility. A companionable meal in friendly atmosphere. Contact Fred Jones, tel. 373871 (vacancies). 



 
 

 

Yarnton Walkers Group 
 I am pleased to advise everyone concerned in the village that the Application, together with supporting evidence from 140 villagers, has now been delivered to Oxfordshire County Council, Countryside Services in Eynsham. This is only the start of the process to have several of the old local footpaths behind the Red Lion and at the back of the Manor designated as Public Rights of Way. Many villagers already believed that this was the case. We had hoped that the land owners would have been able to compromise and allow us to continue to walk the paths that have been used by many local generations. Unfor-tunately a compromise has not been possible, and it is with some sadness that we have to revert to the formal process and submit an Application Form for a Modification of the Definitive Map and Statement. This formal process can take several years to resolve. We will keep everyone advised of the progress. Thank you to all those villagers who have supported our case. Richard Jurd, Secretary, Yarnton Walkers Group 
 

 
 
 

 



  
Woodstock Methodist Church, Oxford Street, Woodstock 

Kidlington Methodist Church, Oxford Road, Kidlington 
 

Minister: The Revd. Alison Mares, tel. 01865 373958, Email: alison.mares@oxfordmethodists.org.uk. 
Lay Worker: Malcolm Bromhall, tel. 07887 947569, Email: malcolm.bromhall@oxfordmethodists.org.uk 

Web: www.woodstockmethodists.org.uk, www.kidlingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk There are no Methodist churches in Yarnton, but you will find one in both Woodstock and Kidlington. Details of our forthcoming services are below, but there are also various midweek activities, details of which can be found on the appropriate website. Everyone is welcome to come and join us at any time. 
 

Services in December
Woodstock 4th     10.30 a.m. David Mathews 11th     10.30 a.m. Rev. Peter Hancock     (Holy Communion) 18th      10.30 a.m. Family Nativity Service     (Rev. Alison Mares)  6 p.m.  Carol Service     (Rev. Alison Mares) 24th    11.15 p.m. Christmas Eve Communion     (Rev. Alison Mares) 25th  10.45 a.m. Rev. Alison Mares     (All age worship) We also have a Junior Church which meets every week at 10.30 a.m. and ranges in age from two to early teens. The first part of the morning is shared with the adults in church before we then go round to the church hall to share in our own activities. We are always delighted to see new members, whether with or without their parents! Every Thursday we meet at 9:30am for a short informal time of prayer followed by coffee. On the third Thursday of the month, this incorporates a celebration of communion. All welcome!   
 

Kidlington 2nd  6 p.m.  Christingle Service  4th        10 a.m. Rev. Alison Mares     (Holy Communion) 11th      10 a.m. Heidi Cottrell 18th    10 a.m. Ian Leck  6 p.m.  Carol Service     (Malcolm Bromhall) 24th  3.30 p.m. Crib Service 25th  9.30 a.m. Rev. Alison Mares  The Kidlington church also runs a Junior Church and crèche on Sunday mornings. The next Messy Church at Kidlington will be on Saturday 10th December at 4.30 p.m.  Messy Church is a time for families to share in stories, activities and food together.  All are welcome. 
 

 

 



 
 
                              Yarnton Gardening Club 
 The list is out now for our A.G.M. and Christmas Social in December, which is for members only.  As usual we are asking members to bring a contribution to the food, and it would be useful to know if you are coming and what food you can bring, so please sign up.  This will be on 15th December in the Village Hall, starting at the earlier 
time of 7 p.m. Please contact Jill Rowbotham on 377623 for further information. As mentioned in last month’s issue, Jan and Bruce Taylor have decided to stand down from the committee, and so we are very much in need of volunteers to join us.  If we have enough people on the committee, then the work isn’t onerous, and meetings are enjoyable as well as productive.  If you feel you would like to join the committee, please contact an existing member.  We are also always grateful for offers from members who may not be able to be on the committee but are happy to help at special events.  Please give it some thought, as the club cannot continue without enough people to organise it. Thank you to all who took the time to fill in our questionnaire which was issued in October and November. We are collating the results and will let members have the feedback in December. Ruth Astall 

 
 

BURLEIGH FARM 
Traditional Farmhouse 

Bed and Breakfast Accommodation 
 

Contact Jane Cook – 01865 881352 
 

Burleigh Farm, Burleigh Road, Cassington, 
Oxfordshire, OX29 4DZ 

 
Visit 

www.oxfordcity.co.uk/accom/burleighfarm 
for more information 

 

 
Yarnton 1005-2005 

 
1000 years of recorded history 

by Robin Hearn 
 
 

There are only 250 copies  
of this book available 

 
Price £7.50 per copy 

 
Call 07923 532121 

for more information      



Thank you from the family of the late Frank 
Oliver  We would like to thank all relatives, friends and neighbours for their messages of sympathy during our recent sad loss. We would also like to thank all of the people involved with the wonderful care that he received, and the kind donations towards St. Bartholomew's Church and Gosford Medical Centre.  Our thanks also go out to Rev. Nathan Jarvis for conducting a wonderful service, and to Kerry and all her staff at The Red Lion. It was lovely to see so many friends and family throughout the whole day. Please accept this as a personal acknowledgment from the Oliver family.  

 

 
Cassington Nurseries  

Yarnton Road 
Cassington  

01865 882550 
 

Open 7 Days a Week 
   

Seasoned 
dry hard woodlogs £69.99 

a Bulk bag delivered locally 
Free 

 
Erin Potting Compost 

now stocked  
 
 

 

Woodstock Music Society Concert  Woodstock Music Society will be performing Handel’s Messiah on Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd December at St. Mary Magdalene Church, Woodstock, by kind permission of the Rector and Churchwardens.  The concert starts at  7.30 p.m.  Tickets: at the door £13 (concession £12, full time students £5, accompanied children under 16 free) in advance £12 (concession £11), from The Woodstock Bookshop, 23 Oxford Street, Woodstock, tel. 01993 812760, or email: concerts@woodstockmusic.info Website: www.woodstockmusic.info Registered charity No.  1035897.  

 
 

 
Aquarius Plumbing 

Tel: 01865 513058. Mob: 07984 121743 
Email:  enquiries@aquariusplumbingltd.com 
Web: http://www.aquariusplumbingltd.com 

Free estimates  
No job too small 

Domestic Plumbing Work - Domestic Electrical 
Work 

Wall Tiling - Floor Tiling – Plastering - Loft 
Insulation 

Environmentally friendly upgrades 

Reliable and honest 
Local to Yarnton 

 



  
 
 

HOLIDAY ARK DOG WALKING AND 
PET SITTING SERVICES 

 
INSURED AND POLICE CHECKED DOG WALKING 

AND PET CARE SERVICES 
 
Dog walking and puppy visits - Rabbit and Guinea Pig 

Boarding using RSPCA 5ft and 6ft hutches - 
Hamster, gerbil and small bird boarding - Cat feeding 

and home care service - Pet taxi 
www.holidayark.co.uk 

T: 01865 842435, M: 07596109489 
Family run, based in Kidlington, and your pet and home 
will be cared for as if they were our own by trustworthy 

and caring pet lovers and owners. 
 
 
 
Woodstock and District U3A   Our monthly meetings are at the Enterprise Centre, Marlborough School, Woodstock, generally every 1st Tuesday at 2 p.m. Visitors are welcome.                                          For more information, tel. 01865 580688. 
2016  
6th December: The Irving Berlin Touch - Nick Gill  
2017  
10th January:  History of the Radcliffe Infirmary - Andrew Moss  
7th February: The Healing Power of Plants - Tim Walker  
7th March:  Small Wonder VW - Bob MacFarlane  
 

 
 

 
 

R & R ELECTRICAL 
 

Free advice and Quotations 
Friendly reliable service, local to Yarnton 

Registered 17th Edition 
All types of work undertaken, 

no job too small. 
Call Richard: 07900 583138  

               or  01865 376719

 
 
Yarnton Amateur Players 
Family Pantomime 27th and 28th January 2017 
at the Village Hall   YAPs are back!  We bring you a lovely pantomime that the whole family can enjoy – the traditional tale of Hansel and Gretal. Our tale begins in the quiet town of Pleasantville, where tensions are mounting between 2 rival bakers – Ma Kipling (loveable dame) and Barry Bagel (the baddie).  In the meantime, Hansel and Gretal are kidnapped and a search begins in the spooky wood.  Lots of laughs and sing- a-long songs – this is a show not to be missed! Friday 27th January at 7.30 p.m., Saturday 28th January at  3 p.m. and 7.30 p.m. Tickets - £8 adult/£5 concession. Box Office, tel. 01869 248996 (Trina) 
Belinda Davies, tel. 372917 
 

 
 
 

 
  



How does the Autumn and Winter Wildlife 
Garden make me feel, and why?  The world seems to be closing in a little since the clocks went back an hour in October; the nights are drawing in, we are consolidating, and stocking up for Christmas and the New Year. What is actually going on though? In general I think we are cosying up, or as the Danes would say ‘We are experiencing the Hygge effect’. What is Hygge? Well, it’s more of an experience and a feeling of cosyness and togetherness with those around us and the environment we are in. The Autumn colours of reds and yellows are warming colours like a woollen blanket or a log fire. We are hunter gatherers genetically, so we naturally stock up and hunker down for the coming Winter. The wildlife in your garden is doing a lot of the same thing. Newts are hiding away under the leaf litter now, and actually there is a whole world of life going on under the leaves in Autumn and Winter, as it can be a couple of degrees warmer under them. So don’t rake up every leaf you see as that is sheltering wildlife trying to enjoy the Hygge effect too. Butterflies like to stock up too, so a sweet boost will help them no end, and some need the energy to see them into hibernation too. A squashed banana and apples ferment and ooze in the sunshine; Red Admiral, Painted Lady and Comma butterflies should find it. When they do, they’re likely to stay for hours and then return day after day, so again don’t tidy all the rotting fruit away. Enjoy the last few milder days out in the garden, but also give yourself chance to enjoy snuggling up indoors and recharging your batteries. It’s not by accident that we feel like hibernating to at this time of year. Go with it and enjoy it. It’s all part of the natural cycle of wildlife gardeners everywhere. Happy Gardening. 
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243, 
www.wildmaninspires.co.uk  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  



 
 
 

  
  As we get to half-way through the Autumn season the team has been working hard and has now achieved two wins - against AbbeyStorm and Shrivenham.   We would like to get back to fielding two teams in the league after Christmas – please do think if you would like to join our very friendly set of ladies for regular fun and fitness.  We welcome anyone interested in playing to come along on Tuesdays to the Rutten Lane court 7.30 p.m. – 9 p.m. For the Winter months it is likely that we will be able to train indoors, but please make contact for further information.     Players need to be 15+ and turn up in easy clothing and trainers, and with a bottle of water!  We usually have our own Level 2 coach in attendance as skills practices are delivered with a short training match at the end of the evening.  Division Two matches are on Wednesday evenings at the Marston centre – spectators are welcome – further information at http://www.oxfordshirenetball.co.uk/ For updated information please contact Club Secretary - Laura – yarntonnetballclub@outlook.com, tel.  07740 467107.  

   

  

  

 
 

 

Yarnton Netball Club 

 



 
Yarnton Village Hall  The hall comprises a large Main Hall, Back Room and Committee Room. The hall is fully accessible - facilities include stage, kitchen, toilets with disabled facilities and car park.  The hall is available for hire for meetings, training events, shows, lunches, clubs, sales, parties, etc. The charges for hiring the Main Hall or Back Room are per hour unless stated. Village residents: £10 Non Village Residents: £12 

Kitchen: £8 per session A deposit of £100 is required when booking the hall. For further information or to book the hall please contact Booking Secretary on 07948 722633 or email 
yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
Yarnton Village Hall 200 Club  Winners of the draw on 27th October were:   199   Mr. F. Jones          15 Mr. D. Cox   178 Mr. D. Evered          94 Mr. P. White 
 Have you considered joining the Village Hall 200 Club? £12 annual subscription, and be in with a chance of winning £25 every week, with bonuses paid of £50 in June and £100 in December.  Please contact Lynne Newin for further details, tel. 07948 722633 or email yarntonvillagehall@gmail.com   

 
 

 
 

 
 

KEY MEDICAL PRACTICE 
(Yarnton Surgery) 

163 Rutten Lane, Yarnton 
OX5 1LT 

Telephone 379345 
www.keymedicalpractice.co.uk  

 
Opening Hours 

Monday 8.00 - 18.00 
Tuesday 8.00 - 18.00 
Wednesday 8.00 - 18.00 
Thursday 8.00 - 18.00 
 Friday 8.00 - 18.00 

 
Diabetic & Asthma Clinics,  
Baby Immunisation Clinic        
 – phone for appointment 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
Yarnton W.I. 
 
  For our Christmas meeting we shall be having a beading workshop, with an opportunity to make a snowflake decoration or a bracelet or necklace.  There will be a small charge for materials, so remember to bring some money with you.  We shall have mulled wine and mince pies and stollen to add to the festive spirit.  There will also be a seasonal raffle.  Tea hostesses will be Anne George, Ruby Haynes and Elizabeth Burden. We are delighted that Pamela Tingay has agreed to be our new Treasurer, following Mary’s move to Bristol.  She has been co-opted onto the committee and will be working with Ruth for a month or so before taking over.  We are sure she will be a valued addition to our committee. The December coffee morning will be on Wednesday 14th at the 1738 Coffee Shop in Boswells, Broad Street, Oxford, from 10.30 a.m.  We thought this would give members the chance to do some Christmas shopping as well as enjoying a drink and perhaps a mince pie or cake. 

Subscriptions.  A reminder that annual subscriptions of £39 are due in January.  Existing members will have received an envelope with their News and Views last month, so please let Ruth have the money promptly.  If for any reason you do not plan to rejoin in 2017, it would be a great help if you could let Ruth know, to save her chasing you for money. 
Ruth Astall 
   

 

Private English and Maths Tutoring 
for primary aged children 

from an outstanding practitioner and senior leader. 
I am a trained primary school teacher and am 
currently maths co-ordinator and KS2 leader. 

I also provide babysitting and house-sitting/animal 
sitting, as well as beginner flute lessons. 
Olivia Hennessey-Childs 07717792388 

liv_childs@hotmail.com 
 



 
 
 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Kidlington 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Catholic Church, Woodstock 
Parish Priest: Fr Prem Fernando 
 
Times of Mass 
St. Thomas More Saturday Vigil   6 p.m. Sunday    11 a.m. 
Weekdays Monday    9.30 a.m. Tuesday   7 p.m. Thursday   9.30 a.m. Friday    12 noon 
St. Hugh of Lincoln Sunday    9.30 a.m. Wednesday    12 noon 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, Kidlington, Saturdays   5 p.m. - 5.30 p.m., or any time at call. 
Baptism and Marriage by appointment.  Young children go into the parish hall for part of the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass to celebrate their own liturgy. Coffee is served after the 9.30 a.m. Sunday Mass at  St. Hugh and after the 11 a.m. Mass at St. Thomas More. St. Thomas More Primary School is next to the Catholic Church in Kidlington. If you would like your child to attend this school, please contact Fr. Prem on 377093, or the Headteacher on 373674. A mini-bus collects from surrounding villages.  

 



 

Yarnton’s budding authors urged to enter short 
story contest  Aspiring authors in Yarnton are being urged to enter the Oxfordshire County Council Library Service short story competition 2017. The popular annual contest to find the County’s best new writers has categories for ‘adults’ and ‘young adults’. Stories should be a work of original fiction which has never before been seen or published, and should be submitted by 4th January. The lucky winners, who will be announced in March, will get to see their entries published as an eBook and available via the library website, to be borrowed and read across the county. 
‘Inspiring first step’ The Council’s Cabinet Member for Cultural Services Lorraine Lindsay-Gale said: ‘Previous winners have been some of the most borrowed eBooks in our collection, so this is a great chance to get your unique writing voice heard, and could be an inspiring first step for new writers of all ages.’ Entries should be between 500 and 3,000 words, including the title. To find out how to enter and for full terms and conditions, please visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

  

  
 
The Key Medical Practice 
Pressures on Primary Care This Winter  You may be aware that primary care nationwide is under considerable pressure at present. The increasing needs of our population, together with the large numbers of GPs who have left the profession in recent years, has led to a situation that is of serious concern to our NHS commissioners. The closure of North Bicester Surgery and the difficulties faced by Kennington Health Centre and Horsefair Surgery in Banbury illustrate the intensity and scale of the problem. Despite this, the partners of The Key Medical Practice are determined to continue providing the best possible service for all patients, and our staff are working extremely hard to ensure the care we provide is safe and effective.  We understand that the effects of these pressures can be frustrating, but it is essential that we can rely on your support during this time. There is much you can do to help: 
• Keep yourself as well as possible through exercise, reducing your alcohol intake, stopping smoking and eating well. We have many leaflets at the practice about these measures, and there is some great advice on the County of Oxfordshire Advice on care and Health Website   http://www.my-coach.org.uk/ 
• Consider seeking advice from a pharmacist for the treatment of self-limiting infections such as the common cold before you contact the practice. 
• Let the practice know as soon as possible if you need to cancel an appointment, so it can be used for another patient. 
• Please do not be rude to our staff. They are doing all they can to help.  
• Consider expressing your concerns about the pressure on primary care to your local MP.  
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