Volume 21, Number 1
Spring 2012

The WOODland Steward
Promoting the Wise Use of Indiana’s Forest Resources

Message from the President 2012
by Dan Shaver

For many foresters, one of the best
parts of the job is getting to know
the landowners that own the forestland you are helping manage. I am
continuously amazed at the hospitality and excitement of woodland
owners when I sit down to talk to
them or walk their property. I
have worked with a lot of landowners over the years and unfortunately have seen several pass
away. At the Woodland Steward
Institute, we get notifications every
issue that a parent has passed away
and the kids either want to continue
receiving the newsletter or they
want to cancel the newsletter.
As I write this letter I am looking at a small white pine seedling
planted outside my office window
that I received at the funeral of
Joe DeWees. Joe passed away on
January 15, 2012. He was 100
years old and was a lifelong conservationist and forester. Joe graduate from Purdue University with
a degree in forestry in 1935. He
went on to serve in the Air Force
and fought in World War II in Italy
where he managed to get his hands
on a military jeep and visit some of
the native forests in Europe on one
of his missions. He and his wife
Amelia purchased 200 acres of forestland in Brown County in 1949.
According to Joe, the land was in
bad shape when he acquired the
property. He and his family spent
many years, doing Timber Stand
Improvement, planting pine trees to
control erosion and planting

native hardwoods for future timber production. Joe cared for and
managed the property for over 60
years. Some of the towering white
pines on the property are a testament to his long-term conservation
and protection of the property.
Joe utilized several conservation
and Farm Bill programs over the
years and enrolled his property in
the Classified Forest Program and
The Nature Conservancy’s Forest
Bank Program. Joe was an avid
reader of the Woodland Steward
Newsletter. After discussing one
of the issues, Joe gave me six panels of photos from a scrapbook he
made in 1936 cataloging forest
restoration at Clark State Forest,
Morgan-Monroe State Forest and
Harrison-Crawford State forest
from his time as a camp manager for the Civilian Conservation
Corps. Several of Joe’s photos
have been featured in past issues
of the Woodland Steward’s Day’s
Gone By section.
I know Joe enjoyed the Woodland
Steward Newsletter and the information it provided. Although his
passing was a sad day for me, I
will never forget the strong conservation ethic Joe practiced throughout his life and his passion for
forest management. I was touched
to see the most recent copy of the
Woodland Steward Newsletter
proudly displayed at his funeral
along with a wildflower and mushroom ID book. As I make my contribution to the Woodland Steward
cont’d on page 4
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Calendar of Events

April 3 to 21, 2012
Invasive Plants, Insects and Disease
Workshop Series
6-9 pm, weekly
Salamonie Forest Nature Center
Largo, IN
Contact John Woodmansee at 765651-2413
jwoodman@purdue.edu
April 18-19, 2012
Advanced Lumber Grading Course
on Walnut
Southeast Purdue Ag Center
$350 fee ($250 NHLA members)
Contact Chris Churchill at 901-3399999, c.churchill@nhla.com
April 13 and 14, 2012
Midwest Urban Tree Care Forum
Lincolnshire, IL
www.midwesturbantreecareforum.com
April 21, 2012
Indiana chapter Walnut Council field
day
Near Cloverdale, Putnam county
Call 765-583-3501 for details

June 11 to August 17, 2012
NHLA Inspector Training School
Purdue University
$3,250 fee ($2,850 NHLA members)
www.nhla.com/applynow
Contact Chris Churchill at 901-3399999, c.churchill@nhla.com

June 25-29, 2012
Nature of Teaching Workshop Mammals
West Lafayette, IN
www.purdue.edu/nature

July 29-August 1, 2012
Walnut Council Annual Meeting
Urbana, IL
www.walnutcouncil.org

November 2-3, 2012
IFWOA Annual Meeting
Brown County State Park
Nashville, IN
www.ifwoa.org

Send inquires or donations to:
Woodland Steward Newsletter
P.O. Box 216
Butlerville, IN 47223
or www.inwoodlands.org
Postage paid
Butlerville, Indiana 47223
Woodland Steward President
Dan Shaver
dshaver@tnc.org
Woodland Steward Editorial Board
Chairperson
Brian MacGowan
macgowan@purdue.edu
The opinions expressed by the authors
do not necessarily reflect those of
the Woodland Steward Institute.
The objectives of the newsletter are
to provide general and technical
natural resource information to
woodland owners of Indiana, improve
information distribution and build
support for responsible forest resource
management.
Member Organizations
Indiana Woodland Steward Institute

April 27, 2012
Arbor Day
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Indiana Association of
Consulting Foresters
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Ask the Steward
There is a row of 12’ tall white pine trees along the
road in front of my house that are turning brown
on one side. This happens every winter. What is
happening?
There are two forces teaming up to cause this late
winter browning of White pine trees. First, and probably the most significant is road salt. White pine
needles are especially sensitive to salt kicked up as
cars and traffic rush past. This fine mist drifts over to
the pines and lands on the needles coating them with
a thin layer of salt. The salt pulls moisture from the
needles causing them to dry and brown. You have
probably observed this browning to be most noticeable on the side of the trees facing to roadway.

By Dan Ernst
How weed free do I need to keep my new (2 yearold) tree plantation? When is the best time to
mow and still protect wildlife?
There are mixed opinions on this one. However, in
most plantings it is crucial to provide a relatively
weed free area three to four feet around your young
trees for 2-4 years after planting – sometimes longer
in extreme conditions. But, the trees do not need to
be weed free all year long. If you can have a relatively weed free zone around the trees for 3 months
(May-June-July) the planting should do well provided
the right trees were planted, on the right site, and in
the right way. After July the trees cease most top
growth and start storing energy in their roots for next
year.

Concerning mowing- if you have good weed control
strips or spots around your trees you may not need to
mow at all. However, mowing may be helpful and
desirable if you are concerned about the appearance
of the plantation or have an overabundance of rodents
(or rabbits). Mowing is recommended in many plantations 1-2 times per year (e.g. July 15 and Sept 15)
In most cases the trees may lose some needles, but the so you can easily find the tree rows again next year.
Do not worry about late season weed growth close to
trees will usually survive and green up in the spring
and summer. The salt will eventually be washed from the new trees. Mowing a foot or two away from the
the needles and leached through the soil by winter and trees may help hide them from the deer who just love
those tasty buds in late winter and early spring.
spring rains. Only in the case of salt spills or heavy
build-up are the trees in real jeopardy.
Wildlife biologists recommend avoiding mowing
To the salt affect add the winter winds. These dry
winds are hard on the thin needles of White pine
trees- especially those already dealing with drying
salts. The steady cold, dry winds during times of low
winter root activity depletes needle moisture faster
than the roots can replenish.

between March 1st and July 15th. This is the primary
nesting season for wildlife. If you must mow during
this period consider raising the mower deck to leave
at least 8” of growth.

Dan Ernst is an Assistant State Forester with the
Indiana Division of Forestry. He oversees the state
forests in Indiana and has authored the “Ask the
Steward” column for years. Have a question for the
column? Email Dan at dernst@dnr.in.gov.
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The WOODland Steward
Message from the President (cont’d from cover)

Newsletter this year, it will be in memory of Joe and Amelia DeWees and all they did to conserve their land and
promote good forest management in Indiana.
We have included our annual donation envelope in this issue of the Woodland Steward Newsletter. If you appreciate the information you receive from the newsletter and want to help ensure that woodland owners in Indiana
continue to have access to this wonderful resource, please make a contribution to support the Woodland Steward
Newsletter. You can mail a donation or go on-line and make a donation at http://www.inwoodlands.org. Thank
you for your continued support of the Woodland Steward Newsletter.

Purdue Forestry Summer Camp, Henryville, Indiana 1932 – Photo provided by Joe DeWees
Seated: Kamm, McQutin, Rhoeds, Raymond, Plumb
Second Row: Patrick, Kittle, Creech, Ekert, DeWees, Ulman, Thorgood, Porter, Professor Geltz
Back Row: Professor Spencer, Mrs. Case (cook), Holwager, Volin, Anshutz, Crompacker, Blanck, Edwards,
Kintz, Simpson, Lane, Mr&Mrs Door

Title, boundary & mortgage surveys

Jess A Gwinn, RLS
RR #1, Box 285
Solsberry, IN 47459
Phone/Fax: (812) 876-7111
Email: jagmo@bluemarble.net
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800.424.2324
www.halderman.com

Consulting & Analysis
Professional Farm Management
Real Estate Sales & Acquisitions
Real Estate Auctions & Appraisals
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Indiana’s Forest Resource in 2011

by Joey Gallion

The U.S. Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis
Program (FIA), in cooperation with the Indiana DNR
has been taking measurements on research plots across
Indiana since the 1950s. Comprehensive reports of
previous inventories are dated 1950, 1967, 1986, 1998,
2003, and 2008. These reports, along with annual data,
may be viewed via the National Forest Inventory and
Analysis website (http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/).

in Indiana, owning 84.5 percent of all forestland in
2010. The Federal government is the largest public
owner of timberland with nearly 8 percent while
the State owned 7 percent. Private landowners held
4.034 million acres, the State owned 339 thousand
acres, the Hoosier National Forest owned 195 thousand acres, and the Dept. of Defense owned 89 thousand acres.

HIGHLIGHTS

COMPOSITION OF INDIANA’S FORESTS

•

Area

•

•

The area of Indiana’s forests continued to show a net
increase, a trend that began in the 1960’s. Increases
in the width of narrow wooded strips and the conversion of cropland and pasture to forest land were
greater than losses from development of forest land
for agriculture or urban/suburban expansion.
Average annual net growth exceeded harvest by a 3
to 1 margin between 2006 and 2010. As a result of
the increased acreage and growth exceeding harvest,
the volume of trees growing in Indiana continued to
increase.
Indiana had an estimated 84 million less trees in
2010 than in 2003. This decrease was found in the
small diameter categories, while all trees 7” and
greater gained in total numbers.

EXTENT OF INDIANA’S FORESTS
•

The area of forestland in Indiana has been increasing
since the 1960’s. Timberland increased from 3.896
million acres in 1967, to 4.775 million acres in
2010. In 2010, forestland represented 20.6 percent
of the total land area in Indiana.

•

Brown County has the most forested acres with
more than 166 thousand acres of forestland.

•

Private landowners are the largest ownership group
Comprehensive Forest Management
for Woodland Owners

AKARD FORESTRY SERVICES
Jim & Julie Akard, Foresters
2375 Mt. Gilead Road
Bloomington, IN 47408

Phone: 812-334-3110
email: akardforestry@att.net

•

95.2 percent of the total area of forestland is classified as hardwood forest types. The primary hardwood forest types in Indiana are oak-hickory with
3.5 million acres, elm-ash-cottonwood with 596
thousand acres, and maple-beech with 326 thousand
acres.

•

The area of sawtimber-size stands increased as
Indiana’s forests continued to mature and increase
their average diameters. As the area in sawtimber
sized stands increased, the area in poletimber-size
stands decreased. In 1998, sawtimber-size stands
accounted for 3.17 million acres. By 2010, sawtimber-size stands represented 3.66 million acres.

•

In 2010, only 32 percent of the timberland in
Indiana was considered fully stocked. Stocking is a
measure of how well trees occupy a forest. The goal
of most forest managers is to maintain the forests in
a fully stocked condition for optimum growth. There
are opportunities to improve the growth rate and
the overall health and vigor of Indiana’s forestlands
through increased management. Only 2 percent of
the stands were considered overstocked. However,
stocking rates could be increased on nearly 70 percent of the forestland in Indiana.

Forest Management
Since 1985

Christopher J. Egolf, ACF
		
Timber Marking & Marketing
Timber Stand Improvement
Timber Inventory & Appraisal
Forest Restoration Services

Consulting Forester
cjegolf@kcaccess.com
(260)856-2345
3207 N 860 W
Ligonier, IN 46767
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The WOODland Steward
Forest Resource (cont’d from page 5)

•

Indiana has some of the most productive forest
soils in the United States. Sixty-three percent of
Indiana’s forestland has the potential to produce
more than 85 cubic feet of wood per acre per year.
As a comparison, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan and
Ohio have 41%, 25%, 23% and 13% respectively of
their forestland capable of producing 85 cu. ft. per
acre per year. With Indiana’s high growth potential,
timberlands should be fully stocked in order to produce maximum volume.

Number of Trees
•

The hard maple group (sugar and black maple), with
over 354 million trees, was the most abundant species group. Eastern redcedar, with around 64 million
growing-stock trees in 2010, was the most abundant
conifer.

•

The number of all live trees was estimated to be 2.2
billion in 2010. With a 2010 population of 6.48 million people, Indiana had about 340 trees for each
citizen.

•

Between 2003 and 2010, beech, hard maple, sweetgum, ash, and black walnut were among the species
groups that increased in the total number of trees.

•

Oaks are of special concern in Indiana. Between
2003 and 2010, the total number of trees in all oak
species groups decreased by about 21 million trees.

•

The number of all live trees on timberland in Indiana
decreased by an estimated 84 million trees from
2003 to 2010. The decrease was found in the smallest diameter categories. There were 115 million less
trees in the 1-3 inch diameter class while all classes
above 7 inches gained in the total number of trees.

STEWART TURNER
CONSULTANT FORESTER
Timber Sales•Tree Planting•Timber Stand
Improvement•Prescribed Burning
TURNER FORESTRY, INC.
8464 S. 950 E.
Upland, IN 46989
Phone: 765-998-1161
Fax: 765-998-7549
email: sturner@turnerforestry.com
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Total Volume
•

Total net volume of trees 5” and above was nearing
10 billion ft3 in 2010.

•

Average volume per acre has increased from about
680 ft3 per acre in 1950 to 2,188 ft3 per acre in 2010.
The high volume per acre is a reflection of stocking
rates and high growth-to-removal ratios. Average
volume per acre increases with stocking rates.

•

The increase in volume shows the dominance of
large trees. As these forests mature, regeneration
will favor shade-tolerant species such as maples and
beech. Regeneration of shade intolerant species
such as oaks will decline without significant disturbances.

•

While the total volume of red and white oak has
been increasing, the percentage of the State’s total
volume represented by oak has declined because
of greater increases in volume by other species. In
1950, red oak represented more than 20 percent of
Indiana’s total volume. However, since the 1986
inventory, red oak has represented only about 15
percent of total volume. The situation was similar
for white oak. This implies a shift in dominance
from oaks to other species.
Sawtimber Volume

•

In 2010, sawtimber volume in Indiana totaled 35.3
billion board feet measured with the International
1/4-inch rule. Of this volume, 30 percent was in
trees with d.b.h. of more than 21 inches.

•

The species groups with the most sawtimber volume
include red oaks, yellow-poplar, white oaks, hickories, hard maple, ashes, and soft maple. All of these
species groups had more than 2 billion board feet of
sawtimber volume.

Schuerman Forestry
Joe Schuerman, Jr.
Consulting forester
Timber Sales - Appraisals - Mangement Plans

Serving Forestry Since 1970
Phone 812-689-3435
email schuermanosgood@aol.com
3486 W. County Rd 325 S.
Versailles, IN 47042

Timber Sales & Management, Appraisals of Timber

“Good land ethics benefit everyone”
Jerry Hudson
Consulting Forester
(812) 384-8818

4827 E ST RD 54
Bloomfield, IN 47424-6021
(812) 381-1993

hudsonforestry@aol.com
“Better in the woods, where it matters most”
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•

•

•

Between 2003 and 2010, all hardwood species groups
increased in sawtimber volume except for basswood.
The greatest increase in sawtimber volumes occurred in
the yellow-poplar, soft maple, hard maple, hickory, and
ash species groups...all gaining more than 500 million
board feet.
Soft maple increased by 86 percent. Hard maple, ash,
yellow-poplar, and hickory all increased from 20 to 32
percent. The red and white oaks, while still gaining,
only increased by 6.7 and 4.6 percent respectively.
The percentage of sawtimber in the highest quality classifications (grades 1 and 2) increased from 26 percent in
1986 to 47 percent in 2010.

tats.
•

From 2006-2010, the greatest mortality occurred in elm,
black oak, and white ash. Elm mortality was primarily
due to Dutch elm disease. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
played a major role in the ash mortality. Mortality on
other species was due to a combination of old trees
reaching the end of their life span, natural competition
with other trees, flooding or drought, and a variety of
diseases and insects.

•

Indiana’s average annual removals (roundwood products, logging residues, and other removals such as landuse changes) from 2006-2010 were 93.8 million ft3; or
an average annual removal rate of 19.7 ft3 per acre for
each of the 4.8 million acres of forestland in Indiana.
This removal rate represents less than 1 percent of the
total volume in Indiana.

•

Currently, Indiana’s growth-to-removal ratio is 2.97. A
net growth-to-removal ratio of 1.00 indicates that the
volume of net growth (gross growth minus mortality)
equals that being removed. Indiana is growing nearly 3
times more volume than is being removed annually. We
have an opportunity to increase harvest rates without
threatening long-term sustainability.

GROWTH, REMOVALS, AND MORTALITY
•

•

•

Between 2006 and 2010, Indiana’s average annual
net growth of growing stock was 279 million ft3. This
equates to an average annual net growth rate of 58 ft3
per acre for each of the 4.8 million acres of forestland in
Indiana. Net growth rates are gross growth minus mortality.
Hardwoods accounted for 97 percent of Indiana’s total
average annual net growth. Yellow-poplar (48.7 million ft3) and hard maple (28.8 million ft3) had the largest
average annual net growth from 2006-2010.
Average annual mortality was 109.6 million ft3 from
2006-2010 or 23 ft3 per acre for each of the 4.8 million
acres of forestland in Indiana. With an average annual
mortality rate of 23 ft3 per acre and a net growth rate
of 58 ft3 per acre, Indiana averaged a gross growth rate
of 81 ft3 per acre during that time period (gross growth
equals net growth plus mortality). If mortality can be
decreased through increased management, the additional
growth could be available for harvest. However, limited
mortality provides coarse woody material for protecting
Indiana’s water systems and a variety of wildlife habi-

LITERATURE CITED / REFERENCES
Web citation: Miles, P.D. 2012. Forest Inventory
EVALIDator web-application version 1.5.00. St. Paul, MN:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern
Research Station. [Available only on internet: http://apps.
fs.fed.us/Evalidator/tmattribute.jsp]
Joey Gallion is the Forest Inventory Program Supervisor for
the Indiana DNR Division of Forestry.

Bruce Wakeland
Mike Warner
PO Box 148 Lizton, IN 46149
Phone: (317) 994-6125 cell: (317)796-7154
email: mwarner@arborterra.com
Visit us on the Internet: www.arborterra.com

Wakeland Forestry Consultants Inc.
10560 E. State Road 8
Culver, IN 46511
Phone/Fax: (574) 772-6522

Cell: (574) 298-3242
E-mail:bwakeland@starband.net

Gandy’s Timber Management

Brian Gandy
Consulting Forester

“Creation Conservation”
Graduate of Purdue
School of Forestry
phone 765-571-0501
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Hardwood Markets….where we’ve been and where we’re goin’
It sure has been a rough 3 years on the folks in the hardwood industry. Doesn’t matter if you are a logger, sawmiller, or a secondary forest products industry (cabinets,
furniture, etc.), all manufacturing segments have been and
continue to go through some very rough times. Many of
these companies have had to lay off several people; and
in extreme cases, mills have had to shut down completely.
The poor economy and its effect on the housing industry
are most often looked at as the primary indicator for the
hardwood industry. Between 2008 and 2011, the housing
markets were terrible which had significant effects on the
hardwood industry and markets. Now that we are in 2012,
economists report that our economy is improving, things
are getting better, we’ve turned the corner, etc. Depending
on who you talk to, you’ll probably get several different
takes if indeed the economy is improving.
The Hardwood Leader recently reported that although
lumber prices are still declining the industry is much closer
to the bottom than it was 30 days ago. The same article
stated that, by most accounts, the housing market has bottomed out as well. That being said, there will be several
hurdles to overcome before the housing market fully
recovers. Inflation, job markets, higher mortgage rates,
foreclosure sales and tight credit will hinder recovery but
growth should be expected. As the housing market begins
its recovery look for furniture, cabinet, stair and millwork
demand to increase but probably not until later in 2012 or
possibly 2013.
Let’s take a look at lumber pricing in our region. The pricing we’ll use comes from the Hardwood Review Weekly
and prices are for 4/4 green lumber across all grades.
We’ll look at pricing across all grades and species as well
as individual species from 2007 to present.
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by Jeff Settle

Lumber prices across all grades and species for 4/4 lumber
averaged $699 per thousand board feet (Mbf) or almost
70 cents a board foot during the 4th quarter of 2007. That
price dropped to $603MbF during the same time in 2008.
The price decreased again in 2009 to $545Mbf. In 2010,
however, the prices began to recover to $624Mbf but were
still 11% lower from 2007 prices. In a recent Hardwood
Review Weekly (dated 12/30/2011), the average price for
4/4 green lumber (all species) was $631Mbf, a very slight
increase from the 2010 level but almost 14% higher than
the same period of time in 2009. While growth is modest,
any growth or price increase is better than none at all.
The average price of 4/4 green Red Oak (across all grades)
during the 4th quarter of 2007 was $588Mbf. The price
dropped significantly during the 4th quarter of 2008
($526Mbf) but came up slightly in 2009 ($544Mbf). In
2010, the price jumped to $649Mbf, a 10% increase.
Current pricing has dropped significantly again to
$531Mbf, a 19% decrease from 2010. On the bright side
though, many predict that Red Oak has bottomed out and
we should see potential price increases later in 2012.
White Oak’s average price during the 4th quarter of 2007
was $747Mbf. White Oak dropped 15% to $634 during
the same period of 2008. The bottom fell out in 2009 as
the price dropped to $515Mbf (31% decrease) but then
rebounded with a 23% increase to $668Mbf in 2010.
Current White Oak pricing is just slightly lower than that
of 2010 with an average price of $597Mbf.

Spring 2012

INDIANA VENEERS

Tulip Poplar pricing has been up and
down since the end of 2007. Poplar’s
average price during the 4th quarter
of 2007 was $436Mbf. The price
dropped slightly in 2008 to $423 Mbf
and then rose in 2009 to $430Mbf.
Poplar’s average price then decreased
during the 4th quarter of 2010 to
$396Mbf. Current pricing though
shows that Poplar prices have rose to
$407Mbf.
Ash is one species that has consistently
been on the rise since 2007. Currently
it is one of the hottest species in the
market but profitability is difficult
for the mills. Ash pricing for the 4th
quarter of 2007 was $460Mbf. Prices
continued to rise in 2008 to $492Mbf.
2009 pricing was off (as was most all
other species pricing) and the price
dropped to $456Mbf. During 2010
Ash prices were up to $550Mbf and
currently the price is $573Mbf, a 20%
increase from 2007 prices.
From the pricing information above, it
does appear the hardwood markets are
recovering…slowly but surely. If the
housing market continues its growth
and recovery, look for the hardwood
markets to follow suit. As with most
any market………time will tell.

•  Low grade markets (pallet cants and
railroad ties) are currently strong and
are actually helping the grade lumber
markets by pushing more sawlog production into cants and ties rather than
grade lumber.

(317) 926-2458
1121 East 24th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205

BUYER OF DOMESTIC AND EXPORT
GRADE STANDING TIMBER & LOGS

White oak dropped 31% in 2009 and
rebounded 23% in 2010. Photo by Dan
Shaver

Jeff Settle is a Forest Resource
Information Specialist with the Indiana
DNR Division of Forestry.

•  Flooring companies are slowing
lumber purchases and putting some
sawmills on quotas

M. Clayton Coleman

Hardwood Veneer Logs and Lumber
Black Walnut and White Oak
Marketing and Harvesting Specialist
Phone (765) 458-7219
Fax (765) 458-5901

• TIMBER MANAGEMENT
• PROFESSIONAL HARVESTING
• STATE LICENSED & BONDED
• FULLY INSURED

BRENT L. DANIELS
Phone: 317-834-0128
Cell: 317-753-0458

BUYER OF TIMBERLAND

Multi-Resource Management, Inc.

Professional Foresters

4870 N Park Lane Dr.
Peterburg, IN 47567
812-354-6472
multiresource@frontier.com
www. mrmforestry.com

Below are some comments about other
market segments:

2529 U.S. Hwy 27 South
Liberty, IN USA 47353

Local Manufacturer of fine hardwood veneer since
1982, looking for White Oak and Walnut Veneer logs.
Please Contact:
(317)501-7104 mobile
Peter Lorenz
plorenz@indianaveneers.com

Thom Kinney, ACF
Justin Herbaugh, ACF

Premium Indiana
Forest Products

“Manufacturers of Quality Flooring”

Indiana Hardwood Specialists, Inc.
4341 N. U.S. Hwy. 231 • Spencer, IN 47460
Phone 812-829-5842 • Fax 812-829-4860 or 888-829-4866
www.indianahardwoodspec.com
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NEW INDIANA LAW LIMITS LIABILITY FOR AGRITOURISM
ACTIVITIES
Over the past several years, there has been a significant
growth in the interest of non-farmers in farming and
other rural activities. And rural property owners have
been quick to cater to that increased interest by providing opportunities for their city and suburban neighbors
to visit the country and participate in activities that come
to be called “agritourism.”
Much of the charm and attraction of agritourism comes
from the fact it is provided by real people who have a
vested interest in making it attractive and enjoyable.
But these are the people who can least risk their life’s
savings on a venture that could bankrupt them if an accident or injury occurred to one of their guests. As more
rural citizens began to consider the opportunities presented by agritourism, the more it became apparent that
their concern over their potential liability was preventing
them from moving forward.
Indiana Farm Bureau recognized this and, in early 2011,
approached newly elected State Representative Randy
Frye of Greensburg to see if he would be interested in
authoring legislation that would limit the liability of
agritourism providers. Rep. Frye quickly grasped the
importance of the agritourism industry in rural districts
and was happy to introduce the agritourism liability bill.
Working with Farm Bureau and State Senator Brent
Steele of Bedford who sponsored the bill in the Senate,
the legislation, which is one of the most comprehensive such laws in the country, was quickly enacted and
signed by Governor Mitch Daniels.
The new law, which is now in effect, basically provides
that the participant in an agritourism activity assumes
the risk of injury or death which is inherent in the activity he elects to participate. An agritourism activity is
any activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows
members of the general public, for recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy rural
activities. This list includes but is not limited to: farming, ranching, historic, cultural agricultural activities,
self-pick farms, farmers’ markets, animal exhibition at
fairs, hunting, fishing, hiking, and trail riding.
If you receive compensation from the participant in an
agritourism activity on your property, to receive lia
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by Bob Kraft

bililty protections under the new law you must post a
warning sign and place the warning notice in any contracts signed by a participant. The warning sign is to be
posted at the main point of entrance to your facility. If
you don’t have a main entrance, it is probably best to
use the contract method. Requiring a participant to sign
a waiver with the required warning notice, which uses
the exact statutory language from the warning sign, will
serve the same purpose as the posted sign.
The rationale behind this law is that you, as a property
owner, should not be responsible for injury to someone
who undertakes an activity on your property with full
knowledge of the risk involved. While the law establishes minimum requirements, it makes good sense to
exceed these requirements by posting more signs that
required and getting participants to accept the risk in
writing. This is a good practice even if you are not
charging your visitors.
The specific dimensions and warning language of the
signs is spelled out in the law. You can make your
own sign if it conforms to the specified standards. Farm
Bureau provides signs to its members who provide agritourism opportunities to the public.
The state’s agritourism law can be found on the state’s
website at www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title34/ar31/
ch9.html. Remember, the law will not prevent you being
sued nor does it mean that you do not need liability
insurance. It does mean that if you are sued and you
have followed the requirements of the law, you have a
much better chance of successfully defending yourself.
Indiana Farm Bureau strongly recommends that you
consult with both your attorney and your liability insurance provider to make sure you are adequately protected
before you open your property to agritourism visitors.

Bob Kraft is the Director of State Government Relations
for Indiana Farm Bureau
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Coming this Spring: Indiana Expeditions Forestry Special
The Indiana Division of Forestry is collaborating with WFYI to develop an hour-long “Indiana Expeditions” special on forestry in our state, which is now in the editing stage. Set to air on WFYI during the last week of April,
the show will examine the history of Indiana’s forest resources, research and science behind managing both public
and private forestland, forest products and forestry’s economic impact, the care and management of community and
urban forest resources, and much more.
Public television station WFYI in Indianapolis produces a show called “Indiana Expeditions”, now in its 4th season.
While this series was originally aimed toward school-aged children, it has broad appeal to the general public. The
show has garnered much critical acclaim including an Emmy in 2009 for Best Children’s show and Emmys in 2011
in two categories.

USDA Announces CRP General Sign-up
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will conduct a four-week Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general signup,
beginning on March 12 and ending on April 6. CRP has a 25-year legacy of successfully protecting the nation’s natural resources
through voluntary participation, while providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural communities across the
United States.
CRP is a voluntary program available to agricultural producers to help them use environmentally sensitive land for conservation
benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers to improve the quality of water, control soil erosion and develop wildlife habitat. In return, USDA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract
duration is between 10 and 15 years. Producers with expiring contracts and producers with environmentally sensitive land are
encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP. Producers also are encouraged to look into CRP’s other enrollment opportunities
offered on a continuous, non-competitive, signup basis.
Currently, about 30 million acres are enrolled in CRP; and contracts on an estimated 6.5 million acres will expire on Sept. 30, 2012.
In Indiana, about 259 thousand acres are enrolled in CRP with contracts on an estimated 36.3 thousand acres that will expire on
Sept. 20, 2012.
Offers for CRP contracts are ranked according to the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI). USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA)
collects data for each of the EBI factors based on the relative environmental benefits for the land offered. Each eligible offer is
ranked in comparison to all other offers and selections made from that ranking.
For more information on CRP visit your local USDA Service Center.
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Woodland Edge Feathering
Attracting wildlife is a popular goal for many landowners in
Indiana, whether for hunting, wildlife watching, or the comfort of knowing that their property is desirable to animals.
Establishing food plots, planting wildflowers and native
grasses, prescribed burning, and constructing shallow ponds
or wetlands are practices that many landowners utilize to
increase wildlife habitat. But what about the edges between
fields and woodlands?  This area can be the most overlooked opportunity for wildlife habitat improvement, and
one that can benefit many species of wildlife that are rapidly
declining in abundance.
Natural resources professionals describe an edge as a place
where two distinctly different vegetation communities, or
habitat types, come together. If you were to look at any
state in the Midwest using Google Maps, you would notice
a landscape full of fields and woodlands adjacent to each
other. These edges also existed 50-100 years ago, except
they looked considerably different than they do today. In
the early to mid-1900s, agricultural fields and pastures were
smaller and were separated by brushy areas that consisted
of native grasses, annual plants, wildflowers, briars, and
shrubs. The woodlands were often bordered by shrubby
habitat as well, providing a gradual transition from fields
to woodlands. Many species of wildlife thrived in these
brushy environments, including species such as Northern
Bobwhites, Indigo Buntings, Eastern Bluebirds, and
Eastern Cottontails. Aldo Leopold, the father of Wildlife
Management, called this increase in wildlife between fields
and woodlands the “edge effect”. As farming became
increasingly more mechanized and efficient, field sizes grew
larger and brushy field borders that housed wildlife began to
disappear. Many of the young trees found in woodlots grew
taller and their canopies quickly shaded the ground, further
reducing the amount of brushy habitats on the landscape.
Today, most field/woodland edges have no gradual transition of brushy habitat. The edge is marked by a sudden
wall of tall, mature trees and is what we call an abrupt edge.
Abrupt field/woodland edges provide very little habitat for
wildlife. In fact, predation rates often increase in areas with
abrupt edges as they become attractive to predator species
and little to no escape cover is available for prey species.
Abrupt edges also provide little to no breeding and brooding
habitat for species like quail and rabbits. Decreased breeding habitat and no escape cover from predators are the
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primary causes of decline for quail and rabbits. Fortunately,
there is something you can do to provide the brushy, weedy,
habitat required by quail, rabbits, and similar wildlife species on your property.
Edge feathering is the practice of creating and maintaining a
transitional area of brushy habitat between fields and woodlands. The transition should ideally begin with grasses and
forbs (annual plants and wildflowers) then move through
briars and shrubs to small trees and eventually to the larger
trees of the woodland. This transitional area will provide
nesting cover, protection from weather and predators, and
food, such as berries, nuts and seeds, browse, and insects.
It would be ideal to feather the entire length of all edges at
once, but that is likely unrealistic to accomplish for most
landowners. So begin in 100-foot lengths, working as many
100-foot lengths as you have time in one year. The next
step is to identify a belt of 30-150 feet wide along the field/
woodland edge, depending on topography and other land
management objectives. Divide the belt into three zones, as
you will be applying a different practice in each of the three
zones. After you have your length and width determined, it
is time to determine how you will install the feathered edge,
which can be accomplished in three primary ways.
Thinning is a good option for landowners not wanting to
give up area from the field to establish a feathered edge.  
The idea here is to work into the woodland, thinning trees.
Thin about 75% of the canopy trees in zone 1 closest to the
edge, 50% of the canopy trees in zone 2, and 25% of the
trees in zone 3. Remove trees that are unhealthy, undesirable, or of limited value to wildlife while leaving trees that
will likely produce favorable wildlife habitat. Examples of
trees to remove would be elms, maples, exotics, and most
hickories. Leaving a few hickories is desirable, especially
for the squirrels. Concentrate on leaving oak trees standing, especially the white oaks. Consider leaving a few soft
mast trees, such as hackberry and cherry, and definitely do
not remove shrubby species, such as dogwoods, hazelnuts,
and plum. Cut trees can be left where they fall, piled into
loose brush piles, or removed for firewood.  If you are lucky
enough to have a pallet mill close by, you may be able to
sell some of the trees for use as pallet stock.
Planting is a good option for landowners not wanting to
work into the woodland and do not mind working into the
field.  Native grasses (such as little bluestem, indiangrass,
switchgrass, and big bluestem) and wildflowers should be
planted in zone 1. Low growing shrubs with dense canopies
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(such as shrub dogwoods, American plum, and hazelnut) should be planted in zone 2. Plant hard and soft mast trees,
especially oaks, cherry, and hackberry, in zone 3 along the woods.
If you are able to give up a little area in both the field and the woodland, then a combination of the above would be desirable.  For two zones in the field and one zone in the woodland, plant zone 1 with native grasses and wildflowers, plant
shrubs in zone 2, and thin 25% of the overstory trees in zone three.  For one zone in the field and two zones in the woodland, plant native grasses and wildflowers in zone 1, thin 50-75% of the trees in zone 2, and thin 25-50% of the trees in
zone 3.
After you begin installing the feathered edge, you realize that this is pretty hard work and begin to wonder if the fruits
of your labor will pay off. Just remember to be patient and keep reminding yourself of the phrase “If you build it, they
will come.” from the movie Field of Dreams. Within four years, a landowner in Iowa increased the number of coveys
of quail from one to five after installing feathered edges.  The Bradford Research Farm of the University of Missouri
installed feathered edges and native grass field borders which resulted in an increase from 2 to 26 coveys in only three
years. Furthermore, research conducted at Mississippi State University has demonstrated that conservation buffers can
increase net returns of corn in adjacent crop fields by increasing yields of the rows adjacent to the buffers.  Financial
assistance for installing feathered edges through programs such as the NRCS Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program
(WHIP) could be an option for many landowners. If you have any questions about edge feathering for wildlife, please
feel free to contact me at 812-458-6978 or rnchapman@purdue.edu. Contact your District Wildlife Biologist or District
Forester for technical assistance and information on cost share options and availability.
Robert Chapman is an extension specialist in the Department of Forestry and Natural Resources at Purdue University

Most woodlands in Indiana have hard or abrupt edges that provide
little habitat for wildlife.

Feathered edges create transitional areas between two habitat
types. These areas provide habitat for wildlife and reduce
predator efficiency.
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Timber Sales 101 – How Landowners Can Protect Themselves
When you go to sell your timber, whether by necessity, plan, or someone knocks on your door and offers
you money for your timber, please do some research
and thinking before you go forward. Selling timber
can be a confusing process, which can lead to financial gains or legal problems. However, the more
people you talk to and the more information and help
you get, the better off you are likely to be when the
process is complete. Educating yourself and knowing the practices often employed in Indiana and the
laws that protect you as a landowner can go a long
way to help you make the right decisions.
For instance, the practice of “selling on shares”, a
common practice in Indiana, is an agreement between
the landowner and the Timber Buyer that states that
the buyer can cut the trees and take them to the mill.
Payment for those logs from the mill will be split
between the landowner and the buyer by percentages, say 50:50. There are many ways in which the
percentages can go, but essentially the landowner and
the logger will split the payment from the mill. This
system can have its advantages and disadvantages
for both parties, and many of the Timber Buyers
that use shares as a common method of buying timber are good, honest people that either do not have
enough money to buy timber up front in lump sums
or believe that this system is best for both parties.
Unfortunately, there are some buyers that use this
system to take advantage of landowners to increase
their margin of profit or outright lie about the volume
or grades of timber that they have harvested. These
few bad buyers affect the trust of everyone in the forest products community of Indiana.
If you go to sell your timber, keep in mind that the
average landowner has very little to no experience
in selling their timber. If you go to sell your timber
and want to compare bid sales with shares sales and
you want to estimate what you might think is a reasonable amount of money for your timber, you could
look at the Fall 2011 Issue of the Woodland Steward
that contains the “2011 Indiana Forest Products
Price Report.” Review the average value of species and grade of log and see how much those logs
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will fetch when they arrive at the mill. You might
also look through the Summer 2011 Issue of the
Woodland Steward at the “2011 Indiana Consulting
Foresters Stumpage Timber Price Report.” The
stumpage report can help you understand what the
market is doing in terms of bid sales by showing the
annual trends of winning bid prices given the quality of timber that is being offered in the sealed bid
sales reported, as well as how many bids were being
offered, volume of timber, value, etc. Both of these
reports are very valuable and important information
to have and I know that I read and reference both
reports several times a year. However, they cannot
prepare you for all you might encounter as you consider selling your timber, so you might look for additional information that can help you.
In 2010 and 2011 there were meetings in different
parts of the state at which landowners listened to
a local consultant forester, a local person from the
forest products industry, and an experienced local
landowner talk about some ways in which to protect
yourself and your investment as you sell your timber.
The people that attended asked questions and participated in discussions and took advantage of having
the different experts available. Additional meetings
can still be provided if you work with your county
extension office, SWCD, RC&D or other organization and have them work with the Indiana DNR
Division of Forestry (DoF).
There are many more resources that are available
to help you as you go to make your decisions. On
the internet, there is the DoF (www.in.gov/dnr/forestry), the Woodland Steward (www.inwoodlands.
org), and the Indiana Forest and Woodland Owner’s
Association (IFWOA) (www. ifwoa.org) which have
all kinds of information and links that can help you
get information on programs, resources, and contacts
that can help you. You can also find the Call Before
You Cut program on the internet (www.callb4ucut.
com), or you can call the Indiana Hotline for the
program at 1-888-939-9493 and we can send you
a packet of information and resources. You might
even have neighbors and friends who have experi-
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2011 Indiana Tree Farm Committee Awards
The Woodland Steward Institute would like to congratulate
the 2011 Indiana Tree Farm award winners.
Tree Farmer of the Year and Logger of the Year - Leibering and
Sons, Lamar, Indiana (Phil, Matt, Shawn, and Steve)
Outdoor Laboratory - Dani’s Dreams, Zion Lutheran School,
New Palestine, Indiana (Donna Griffin)
ence in selling or managing timber that can help you
as well.
Beyond prices and selling methods, there are many
other aspects to a timber sale that you as the seller
should consider. One such aspect that often comes up
at the meetings is that of property lines. How precise
do you need to be about the property lines?  Well,
a landowner whose tree is wrongfully cut and/or
taken can sue for up to 3 times the value of the tree
at the time it was cut (I.C. 25-36.5), and some of that
money can come from the landowner that sold the
timber depending on the circumstances. Knowing
your property lines and having prior agreement with
your neighbor as to where the lines are can be very
important to maintaining the neighborhood peace
and keeping everyone out of court. If an agreement
cannot be reached as to where the lines are, a survey
may be advisable before the harvest.
Whether or not to have a contract, specifying which
trees are to be cut and how to identify if a cut tree
was one you actually sold, method and timing of
payment, who is liable should there be an accident, length of time to extract the sold trees, Best
Management Practices and sale closeout, streams,
lakes, and sinkholes, where access roads, landings,
and trails are to be located, and many more aspects
are not covered in this article. As the Timber Buyer
Licensing Forester for the Indiana DNR Division of

Forestry, I get many calls from landowners because
they thought they knew exactly how things were
going to work, were going to paid, and how much
they should have been paid, but when the harvest was
over they were confused and not sure if they were
paid correctly. Often it is due to a lack of understanding of how they were to figure their shares, and
sometimes it is because they have been taken, either
way we do the best we can to help, but it might never
make that person feel better about the timber sale and
could affect their timber management in the future.
Please take the time to do the research these many
sources before selling your timber to help yourself
and the forest products community in Indiana, of
which you as a landowner are an important part.
Duane McCoy is the Timber Buyer Licensing
Forestry for the Indiana Division of Forestry. Duane
first joined the Division in 1996 and currently works
on the Timber Buyers Licensing program, Indiana
Forestry Best Management Practices (BMP) program, Watershed Conservation through Forestry
program, and the Hoosier Ecosystem Experiment
(HEE) Research Forest project.
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Photo taken circa 1932 at a
Jasper veneer mill.
The white oak logs totaled
4,254 board foot with the
oldest estimated at 226 years
old.

Thanks for allowing us
to be your

Woodland Steward
printer.

765.423.2578 • 800.564.5294 • www.lafayetteprinting.com

Postmaster: Change Service Requested

Mailing courtesy of:
The Indiana Tree Farm Committee
P.O. Box 216
Butlerville, IN 47223

Board Members:
Melany Glossa, U.S. Forest Service, Hoosier National Forest
Liz Jackson, Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association
Brian MacGowan, Purdue University
Joe Schuerman, Indiana Association of Consulting Foresters
Ray Moistner, Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association
Jack Seifert, IDNR Division of Forestry
Dan Shaver, The Nature Conservancy
John Stambaugh, Indiana Society of American Foresters
Stewart Turner, Indiana Tree Farm Committee
Mike Warner, Indiana League of RC&D
DeeDee Sigler, IN Assoc of Soil & Water Conservation Districts

This newsletter provided with support
from your local
Soil and Water Conservation District.
If you are no longer interested in the
Woodland Steward, please notify the
editor at the address on Page 2.

NonProfit Org
U.S. Postage
PAID
MAIL, Inc.

