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The Woodland Steward
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Promoting the Wise Use of Indiana’s Forest Resources

President’s Letter

Overwhelming Property Management

As I sip my coffee and look out at my woods behind the house, the woods appear
simple, unchanged and comforting, but I know there is work to be done. I was reminded
of my personal limitations to manage my forest while reading an article titled Introduced
Species We Love to Hunt in the February 2018 American Hunter magazine. The article
posed the question “What should be here in our forests and fields, and what shouldn’t?”
The article discussed some native species that have expanded their historical range

into new parts of North America, creating hunting opportunities, but also ecological
problems. Species such as the Red Fox, Coyote and White-tailed deer fit this category
for parts of the United States. Then they mentioned some introduced non-native species
that some hunters like, but cause major ecological damage like wild pigs.

The author of this article mentioned a few of the ecological problems caused by the
expansion and introduction of these species, but was really focused on the benefit to
hunters with increased opportunities for hunting and trapping. I personally would have
been more concerned with the ecological problems created, but the question of “what
should be here in our forests and fields, and what shouldn’t” is a good question. But it

is a question that can overwhelm you to the point of doing nothing if you think about
it too much. We have changed the forest landscape in Indiana and it will not go back

to what it was, but we can take care of what we have and limit the problems we cause. I
was encouraged by a statement sent to me from Brian MacGowan, Extension Wildlife
Specialist and Editor for the Woodland Steward. “Stories (in the Woodland Steward)
focus on forest management, how-to articles, wildlife management, invasive species
control, insect pests and diseases, historical or human-interest pieces, forest policy,
forest economics, and more. Based on a survey from 2011, 54 percent of subscribers
regularly utilize information from the Woodland Steward. In addition, 51 percent have
implemented at least one practice they read about in the Woodland Steward, potentially
impacting an estimated 1.2 million acres of forestland.”

Impacting 1.2 million acres. That is encouraging. Sometimes it can be difficult to decide
on a project to tackle in your woods. My advice is to enjoy your woods, recognize that
you can't fix everything in your woods at one time, or get rid of all the invasive plants,
but you can make it better, keep it nice and benefit the plants and animals that call your
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The Woodland Steward is mailed 3 times a year to woodland owners in Indiana. We o

would appreciate your support and help to pay for the cost of printing and mailing visit us online at

the newsletter. There is a donation envelope included with this issue of the Woodland )

Steward Newsletter. www.inwoodlands.org

Thank you for all you do to help protect and manage the forests of Indiana. This publication is
funded in part by the

Dan Shaver Renewable Resources
Extension Act (RREA)
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Calendar of Even
October 13 October 20
Walnut Council Indiana chapter field day Learn-to-Burn: Grassland Management Workshop
Greene County Vermillion County

Contact 765-583-3501 or jackson@purdue.edu.

October 16

Women Woodland Owners Learning Circle and Field Tour
9 AM-3 PM

Brown County

Contact brown@iaswcd.org or 812-988-2211.

October 20

Cunningham Forest Field Day, Tippecanoe County
1-4PM

Contact Ifarlee@purdue.edu or 765-494-2153.

October 20

Fall Forestry Field Day

Owen County

Contact Owen County SW(D at 812-829-2605
or andrea-oeding@iaswcd.org

Contact 765-492-5330 or cox119@purdue.edu.

October 27

Woodland Owners Workshop

Delphi, Carroll County

1-4PM

Contact Ifarlee@purdue.edu or 765-494-2153.

November 2-3

Annual Woodland Owner Conference

Brown County State Park

Friday field day, Saturday indoors.

See www.ifwoa.org/events for more information.

January - March 2019

Forest Management for the Private Woodland Owner
Purdue 8-week short course

Southern Indiana Purdue Ag Center, Dubois, IN.

Contact Ron Rathfon at 812-678-5049 or ronr@purdue.edu.

See www.ifwoa.org/events for the latest event information.

Did you know the
View past issues and

Sign up for the email
version at:
www.iwoodlands.org

Woodland Steward is online?

articles and save some paper!

The Woodland Steward Newsletter is published
by the Woodland Steward Institute, Inc.

Send inquires or donations to:
Woodland Steward Newsletter P.0. Box 36
Butlerville, IN 47223
or www.inwoodlands.org

Woodland Steward President
Dan Shaver
dshaver@tnc.org

Woodland Steward Editorial Board Chairperson
Brian MacGowan
macgowan@purdue.edu

The opinions expressed by the authors do not
necessarily reflect those of the Woodland Steward
Institute. The objectives of the newsletter are to
provide general and technical natural resource
information to woodland owners of Indiana, improve
information distribution and build support for
responsible forest resource management.

Member Organizations
Indiana Woodland Steward Institute
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Profecting nature. Preserving life]

INDILAMA

Genetically Superior Black Walnut, White Oak
and Black Cherry Grafts and Seedlings

* Improved form and Curly Poplar
%’°Wth ratels - 30{7‘3’ o Attractive highly figured wood grain
arvest cycle possible o Annual growth rates of 1 inch caliper or

* Grafted White Oak for more per year are expected
heavy/wet soil sites * Grows in wet sites @

To purchase or for a free full-color ~ 888-749-0799

informational brochure call toll-free:  www.advancedtree.com

ADVANCED TREE TECHNOLOGY

12818 Edgerton Rd. New Haven, IN 46774 ¢ 260-749-0891

Mike WARNER

Justin Herbaugh, ACF

Consultant Forester

8537 W. 675 S.

PO Box 148 * Lizton, IN 46149
Phone: (317) 994-6125  Cell: (317) 796-7154
E-Mail: mwarner@arborterra.com

Visit us on the Internet: www.arborterra.com

| Huntingburg, IN 47542

phone: 812-639-8378
email: herbaugh@psci.net
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Indiana Wildlife Federation’s SustainabIeTaiIs Program

By Aaron Stump

In 2017, IWF certified

the Urban Wilderness

Trail (UWT) as the first
sustainable trail in our
program. The UWT is the
ideal flagship trail for our
new initiative. A publicly
accessible trail running the
along Fall Creek and the
White River in the heart

of Indy, it provides the
opportunity to experience
nature in the city, do some
wildlife spotting, and

enjoy the many colors of
Indiana native wildlflowers.
Since then, we have begun
certification with Holliday
Park, Brownsburg Parks, and
the DePauw Nature Park.

The program was designed to encourage the development

of trails into thriving habitat corridors that are easier to
manage, offer a greater benefit to all trail users, and promote
the conservation of local ecosystems through enriching
human interaction with the environment. At the heart of

the certification are four primary goals. First, to promote

the conservation, enhancement, and restoration of wildlife
habitat surrounding developed trail areas. Second, to provide
the four main components needed by wildlife: food, water,
shelter, and nesting space. Third, to preserve and enhance the
natural diversity of Indiana’s habitats. This includes removing
invasive plants from the ecosystem and replacing them

with a diverse selection of native plants. Finally, to create an
environmentally-friendly corridor that provides access to
humans without compromising the activity of wildlife.

The certification program is very much a partnership
between IWF and the certified property manager. We

offer guidance during
construction or renovation
of the trails and assist with
the implementation of
improvements. For instance,
on the UWT we planted 100
swamp white oaks along

the river with about 20
volunteers. IWF also brings
programming to the trail,
such as the monarch tagging
event we host annually in
the grasslands on the UWT.
Later this summer, we will
be hosting a campfire hike
along the trail with Indiana
Humanities and exploring
the connection between
nature and literature.

For more information on the program or to discuss certifying
your public trail, contact our Habitat Programs Manager,
Aaron Stump at stump@indianawildlife.org or by calling
317.875.9453.

Aaron Stump is a Habitat Programs Manager with the Indiana
Wildlife Federation, www.indianawildlife.org.

Erratum

In the most recent issue of the Woodland Steward

(vol. 26, no. 3), we recognized the support of the Soil
and Water Conservation Districts across the state. We
omitted Wayne County from the map. We apologize to
the Wayne County SWCD and thank you for your many
years of support!

Premium Indiana
Forest Products

“Manufacturers of Quality Flooring”

Indiana Hardwood Specialists, Inc.

STAMBAUGH
FORESTRY

Since 1989

Comprehensive Forest Land Management * Timber Sales
Appraisals ¢ Tree Planting ¢ TSI ¢ Carbon Assessment

John P. Stambaugh ACF, CF

Title, boundary & mortgage surveys
Jess A. Gwinn, RLS
7625 North Newark Road

Solsberry, IN 47459
Phone/Fax: (812) 876-7111

Cell: (812) 384-5887

4341 N. US. Hwy. 231 » Spencer, IN 47460 182 Pinhook Road (812) 278-0256 Email: jagmo@bluemarble.net
Phone 812-829-5842 « Fax 812 - 829-4860 or 888 - 829 - 4866 Bedford, IN 47421 forester@custom.net
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Invasive Species Watch — Mile-a-Minute Vine
By Ron Rathfon

Preventing the establishment of new invasive species is
priority number one and the best expenditure of limited
resources in an invasive species management program. Next
in priority is early detection of and rapid response (EDRR)
to the first report of a new invasion. Mile-a-minute vine
(Persicaria perfoliata (L.) H. Gross) is native to East Asia. It is
a member of the buckwheat family, Polygonaceae. Although
its common name exaggerates its growth potential, this
annual vine can grow as much as 6 inches a day and can

reach heights of more than 25 feet within the growing season.

It forms very dense, tangled mats, growing over shrubs,
small trees and up the sides of forest edges (Fig. 1). The
leaves are simple, alternate, light green and a nearly perfect
triangle shape (Fig. 2). The delicately narrow, green to red-
tinted stems, and the petiole (leaf stem) and midrib on the
underside of the leaves are armed with small, stiff, recurved
barbs (Fig. 3). Small, cup- or saucer-shaped leaf structures,
called ocreae, encircle the stem at each node (Fig. 4). Clusters
of small white, rather inconspicuous, flowers emerge from
the ocreae. Flowers develop into clusters of deep, iridescent
blue berry-like fruits, approximately 5 mm in diameter (Fig.
4), each fruit containing a single black or reddish-black
hard seed, called an achene. Seeds are dispersed by birds

by experts. No other plants have been found at this
time. The nearest documented infestations to Indiana
occur in southeast Ohio counties bordering the Ohio
River. Because it has not yet arrived in Indiana, and
because of the very real threat of its spreading down
the Ohio River or being inadvertently introduced
into the state by human activity, this invasive vine is
listed as a high-priority species for prevention, early
detection and rapid response efforts.

Impact: Mile-a-minute’s rapid growth and dense
infestations, along with its very early spring
germination, gives this species a very substantial
competitive advantage over most native plant species.
It easily overwhelms, shades out and displaces many
native plant herbaceous species. It can overtop, shade
out, weigh down, and even break taller herbaceous
plants, woody shrubs, and tree seedlings and saplings.
Mile-a-minute infestations reduce plant species
diversity and disrupt wildlife habitat. Where timber
harvesting occurs, mile-a-minute destroys tree
seedlings and saplings, resulting in forest regeneration
failures.

Numerous invasive vine species with aggressive growth
behavior vex forestry and natural resource professionals
and landowners. Mile-a-minute vine promises to outdo all
of them. Please be on the lookout for this invasive species
and report it on EDDMap$ (Early Detection & Distribution
Mapping System) www.eddmaps.org/indiana/ or from your
smart phone on the GLEDN (Great Lakes Early Detection

and mammals, including chipmunks, squirrels and deer,
which eat the fruit. Floodwaters facilitate long distance
dispersal of seed.

Distribution: Mile-a-minute vine was found in
Indiana for the first time this spring. In May 2018, a
single vine was found in Monroe County and verified

Figure 1 Photo Credit: USDA APHIS PPQ, Bugwood.org

Figure 2 Photo Credit: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org
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Figure 3 Photo Credit: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

Network) app. If you are unsure if you are correctly
identifying a very aggressive vine with characteristics

that appear similar to those shown in this article, please
contact a forester or other natural resource professional for
confirmation or just report it in EDDMapS or the GLEDN
app, along with photos, and a professional in your area will
verify its identification before it actually gets posted.

For more information on mile-a-minute vine, see Purdue
University Cooperative Extension publication FNR-481-W,
Invasive Plant Series, Mile-a-Minute Vine (www.extension.
purdue.edu/extmedia/fnr/fnr-481-w.pdf).

Ron Rathfon is an Extension Forester with Purdue University.

His extension activities are directed to private landowners,
professional foresters and other natural resource professionals,
youth groups, educators, and the public. In addition, he manages
over 600 acres of departmental forest at SIPAC where much of his
research is conducted.

Figure 4 Photo Credit: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org

"Report Invasive Species!’

www.eddmaps.org/indiana/

GLEDN smart phone app

(Great Lakes Early Detection Network)
https://apps.bugwood.org/apps/gledn/

- j

Rob Haubry
Consulting Forester
Habitat Manager

Forestry & w“dh wTimber Sales WAppraisals ®Marketing
Consulting wWhitetail Habitat Management

Wildlife Management Plans ®Tree Planting
BReal Estate Sales

P.O. Box 216 B Brownstown, IN 47220 ® (812)525-8998

Timber Marking/Sales
Tree Planting

Gregg Forest Services

Michael Gxegg, Consulting Forester
B.5. Forestry - Purdue University

Serving Southeastern Indiana

Timber Stand Improvement

Multi-Resource Management, Inc.

Professional Foresters
AT
11534—,,.

Thom Kinney, ACF
Doug Brown, ACF

4870 N Park Lane Dr.
Petersburg, IN 47567
812-354-6472
multiresource@frontier.com
www.mrmforestry.com

Scottsburg, Indiana
Phone: 812.987.4060

www.haubryforestry.com rob@haubryforestry.com Timber |

tory/Appraisal

greggf vices@gmail.com
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2017 Tree Farmer of the Year

By Ken Day

Saint Meinrad Archabbey of St. Meinrad, Indiana is the

2017 Tree Farmer of the Year. The Archabbey has practiced
sustainable forestry since 1948 and been in the national Tree
Farm System since 1956. They were selected for their long
term (70 years) stewardship of resources for timber, water,
and wildlife while also providing opportunities for recreation
and hunting and fishing. Father Guy Mansini accepted the
award at the Tree Farm Breakfast at the Indiana Hardwood
Lumberman’s Association convention in Indianapolis on
February 7, 2018.

Their forest management has been guided by keeping the
management plan current with revision as necessary, with

revisions in 2009, 2013, and 2014. Foresters have inspected
the woodlands every 5 years and included looking for insects
and diseases. Over the years they have conducted timber
harvests on over 1,000 acres which removed about 2.5
million board feet of timber and over 750 thousand cords of
pulpwood. Guided by professional foresters, the Archabbey
used a combination of cutting methods including selection,
group selection, and clearcutting.

Tree planting has been a part of their management with the
first planting occurring in 1948. More recently they planted
hardwoods on over 450 acres on former crop land that
flooded occasionally. Some of the tree planting is part of a
carbon sequestration project for the American Electric Power
Company. Also, the Archabbey conducted timber stand
improvement on over 750 acres to improve the quality of the
timber stands.

The Archabbey has shared their forest management
experiences with Lincoln Hills RC&D woodland owners and
representatives of Indiana Society of American Foresters.
They have utilized the expertise of Indiana Department of
Natural Resources district foresters, consulting foresters,
industrial foresters, and Natural Resources Conservation
Service staff.

The Saint Meinrad Archabbey was established in 1854

by monks from Einsiedein Abbey in Switzerland. It is

a community of Roman Catholic Benedictine monks
with about 95 monks living, praying, and working. The
Benedictine motto is “Ora et labora” (pray and work). It is
“ora” or “pray” that comes first.

The Tree Farmer of the Year award is sponsored by Indiana
Tree Farm. Recognition of outstanding professionalism

in sustainable forestry practices is one of their objectives.
Education is the other objective. Awardees are selected by
the Indiana Tree Farm Committee which has 31 members
representing a cross section of forestry professionals in the
state.

Ken Day is a retired forester and former Woodland Steward
Institute board member. Prior to his retirement, he most
recently served as Forest Supervisor for the USDA Forest Service,
Hoosier National Forest.

Fax: (260) 244-5604
Cew (260) 609-4724

f - fgée
LUMEER COMPANE INC
_ : + Free Forestland Inspections
) + 10 Professional Foresters
Stuce 1904

PO Box 247 - Akron Indiana 46910
800-356-4554 » www.pikelumber.com

ANDREW KESSIE

“THE EXTRA CARE COMPANY"

Buven oF LoGS & STANDING TmeeR

Busmess: (260) 244-6149
1-800-222-5376

Timber Sales—Tnvasive Contral
Appraisals—Forestry Mower
Timber Stand Improvement

Tree Planting
Hnbitnt Tmprovemesnt
Forest Managemenl Pl
Property Line Malntenanes

Phone: 705-247-2240
Brad Engle, ACF/THLA

TimberLandConsulting.com
TimberLandConsul ing#@gmnll.com

P.O. Box 370
CoLumen City, IN 46725
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EQIP Financial Assistance f
By Brian Kruse

-

Managing your forestland often involves implementing some
type of work. Common practices in your woods may include
timber harvesting, thinning, controlling invasive species,
building or repairing forest trails and landings, edge feathering,
and sometimes pruning and tree planting. With the exception
of timber harvesting these practices are often associated

with a financial cost to the landowner. Since these practices

fix or prevent damage to the environment and help deliver
environmental benefits, the US Department of Agriculture offers
various financial assistance programs to help defer these costs.

One of the most common and successful financial assistance
programs is the Environmental Quality Incentives Program or
EQIP. Since 1996, the EQIP program has provided financial
and technical assistance aimed at promoting production,
environmental quality, and optimizing environmental benefits.
The Natural Resources Conservation Service is the principal
agency in charge of distributing the EQIP program.

The two main EQIP forestry practices are Brush Management
used to control invasive plant species and Forest Stand
Improvement used to thin out or around trees within the woods.
This article is intended to help forest landowners understand
these two practices within the EQIP program and guide them
through the EQIP process.

Controlling Invasive Plant Species:

Indiana NRCS has targeted the following 17 woody invasive
plant species to be controlled through the EQIP program on
forestland: Ailanthus (Tree of Heaven), Amur Cork, Bush
Honeysuckle, Autumn Olive, Burning Bush, Callery Pear, Glossy
Buckthorn, Japanese Barberry, Japanese Honeysuckle, Japanese
Knotweed, Kudzu, Multi-Flora Rose, Oriental Bittersweet,
Paulownia, Periwinkle, Siberian Elm, and Winter Creeper.

These non-native woody species are fast-growing, prolific, hardy
and widespread throughout Indiana. Previous control methods
have been successful and are economically feasible for these
species. For fiscal year 2018, Indiana will adopt three scenarios
with the following payments.

o Light infestation ($72/acre): Light removal of invasive woody
understory is based on sites with less than 10% cover.

o Medium infestation ($102/acre) assumes 10-50% cover.

« High infestation ($430/acre) used on sites with 50-100%
cover. This high payment rate allows for the shredding or
chipping of plants with machinery like forestry mowers,
fecon mulcher, hydro axe, brush cutter, etc.

r Woodland Owners

Experience from Indiana’s professionals indicates that repeated

treatments of chemical and mechanical (mowing, cutting)

or management (Prescribed Burning, Prescribed Grazing)

methods are required for successful control of invasive plants.

Indiana’s approach to controlling invasive woody plant species

relies on the following schedule:

o Pre-Treatment - Through conservation planning, identify
the resource concerns caused by invasive plants, including
the species present and their current infestation levels.

o Year 1 - Apply an appropriate level of mechanical or
management plus chemical treatments (i.e. — heavy
treatment on mature populations; lighter treatment for
recently-established populations); For heavy infestations
mechanical or management treatments are required in the
initial year to set back mature individuals to a level that
chemical treatments are more-effective, and to allow for
easier access for subsequent treatments. Plus, mechanical
or management treatments alone are often not sufficient to
adequately control these species at a heavy infestation, so
chemical treatments are also required in this initial year.

o Year 2 - Apply chemical treatment at the next-lower
treatment level as a result of the initial treatment setting
the population back or allowing for easier access to
residual plants. In the second growing season following
sufficient first-year treatment, the target species should be
suppressed. The amount of labor and materials is less than
the initial treatments since the large, mature individuals
should no longer limit site access, and the re-sprouts and
germinated seedlings are easier to treat. The cost for this
treatment are significant, yet less than the initial treatment.

o Year 3 - Apply chemical treatment at the next-lower
treatment level. In the third growing season, materials
are less than second-year efforts since the number of
re-sprouts and germinated seedlings is lower yet. At this
point, the resource concerns caused by the invasive plants
should be adequately treated. The cost for this treatment
remain high because more labor is expended searching for
residual plants, yet are less than the second-year treatment.

o Years 4 and beyond - Provide technical assistance to the
producer to monitor and maintain any re-colonization of
the target or other species. The expectation is that natural
regeneration of favorable species will colonize the site to
further limit re-infestations, but it is critical that producers
monitor and are ready to treat any individual plants that

Continued on page 14
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Woodland Steward Supporters
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Many thanks to our readers for the continued support of

the Woodland Steward Newsletter. The Institute wishes to
publicly thank each of you for your contributions. In 2017,
the institute received contributions from 241 Woodland
enthusiasts, for a total of $7,281.00. This money will enable
the Institute to mail to an additional 4,000 woodland owners.

Presidents Level
John H. Ahlemeyer, Clinton, IN
Warren Baird, Atlanta, IN
Richard Barberchack, Amelia, OH
Tom Bauters, Akron, IN
Robert Beard, Bardwell, KY
David W. Beck, Franklin, IN
Walt Beineke, West Lafayette, IN
Robert C. Boehnlein, Carmel, IN
Robin & Deborah Bollinger,
LaGrange, IN
Tom Carter, Nashville, IN
Bob & Bonnie Collins, Saint Joe, IN
Jean Dalenberg, Michigan City, IN
Tom DeVille, Aurora, IN
Ronald Duncan, Lake Village, IN
Keith Dunlap, Greenwood, IN
Robert Dunn, Indianapolis, IN
Robert Fanning, Howe, IN
Jess Findley, Bargersville, IN
Paul Gehl, Osgood, IN
Damon & Kim Hall, Bedford, IN
Harry & Charlene Halstead, Linton, IN
Robert Hammond, Otisco, IN
Larry Allen Junod, Greecastle, IN
John S. Keeler, Indianapolis, IN
Marilyn & Jerry Kerns, Nashville, IN
John CKnox Jr., New Harmony, IN
Tim Langohr, Columbia City, IN
John C. Larsen, Gosport, IN
Randy Long, Indianapolis, IN
Charles Miller, Akron, IN
Alvin R. Moore, Kendallville, IN
Everett & Faye Moseman,
Terre Haute, IN
Hilton Muntz, Prudenville, MI
Robert R. Myers, Seymour, IN
Kev 0'Connoir, Madison, IN
Sonny & Bernice Pieczko, Quincy, IN
David Royer, Royer Logging, Goshen, IN
PL. Sankey, Greene Township LLC,
Rockville, IN

Gary W. Schwomeyer, Cloverdale, IN
Sam Shine Foundation Inc.,
New Albany, IN
Steve & Johnnie Smith, Ellettsville, IN
Joe Stein, Greensburg, IN
Gordon Terry, Bath, MI
Andrew Thieneman, Boonville, IN
Thursa Evans, Bainbridge, IN
Tolle Family Charitable Fund,
Jenkintown, PA
Bob Weisgerber, Lafayette, IN
Henry WittmerWittmer Farms Inc.,

Patron Level

Paul E. Albrecht, Plainfield, IN

Linda S & Gary W Anderson, Odessa, FL

Baker Forest Co. Inc., Akron, IN

Tim Balk, Sturgis, MI

Jerry D. Barkley, Fort Wayne, IN

Wilma K.G. & Joseph Binford, North
Vernon, IN

John & Bonnie Bittner, Evansville, IN

James Boland & Donna Hartman,
Lawrenceburg, IN

Joe A. Bontrager, Shipshewana, IN

Kay Boyd, Kentland, IN

Albert & Sherry Brethauer,
Indianapolis, IN

Joshua A. Brett, Shoals, IN

John Brewster, Clarksville, IN

Mark Broxon, Hamilton, IN

R. Scott Brundage, Columbia, MO

Richard Bush, Pekin, IN

James Carrier, Manilla, IN

Scott & Maria Chanley, Huntington, IN

Wilbert J. & Edith Mae Clemans,
Denver, IN

Beulah M. Cobb, Kokomo, IN

Stuart Cok, Sparta, MI

Samuel Conner, Cannelton, IN

Joseph Crist, Wilkinson, IN

Ken Day, Bloomington, IN
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Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Day, Selem, IN
Edward D. Deters Sr., Loiusville, KY
Bill & Mary Kay Espelage, Cincinnati, OH
Robert Fehrenbacher, Evansville, IN
Mark Fierst, Jasper, IN
Verla B. Flick, Huntingburg, IN
Stanley & Kelli Flory, Jones, Ml
Thaddeus & Marilyn Fowler, Aurora, IN
David Friedel, Freedom, IN
John Gaither, Shoals, IN
Tom & Connie Gatke, Westport, IN
Tom & Connie Gatke, Westport, IN
Ted A. Gessler, Sellersburg, IN
Frank Gibson, North Vernon, IN
James & Nellie Glascock, Cedar Grove, IN
David Grose, Grandview, IN
Stephen Grubbs, Nashville, IN
(letus Gutaphel, Sunman, IN
Robert Haerr, Terre Haute, IN
Kenneth Hancock, Bloomfield, IN
Dennis Harney, Brazil, IN
James D. Harper, Rome, IN
Kenneth & Eleanor Hauser,
Greencastle, IN
Gertrude K. Hembree, Columbus, OH
Peggy Hollingsworth, Russiaville, IN
Robert N. Hughes, Milan, IN
Frank Hyde, Milan, IN
Harry & Karen Kaehr, Selma, IN
Leopold R. Keffler, Indianapolis, IN
Richard Kemp, Morgantown, IN
Allan Kinnett, Mooresville, IN
Keith J. Kirk, Nashville, IN
Pete Klink, Coldwater, M|
Gregory C. Korner Sr., Brookville, IN
Therisa Kreilein, Salem, IN
John Krempp, Jasper, IN
Kenneth Kroft, Greencastle, IN
Richard S. Lentz, Charlestown, IN
Richard Lewman, Charlestown, IN
JW Lockridge, Madison, IN
Rich McDaniel, Lafayette, IN
Dean & Wanda McQueen,
West Harrison, IN
Debra Miller, Cromwell, IN
Donald K. Miller, Fort Wayne, IN
Kathleen E. Miller, Mooresville, IN
Paul Mitchell, Culver, IN
Stan & Dee Moore, North Manchester, IN
(larence D & Priscilla L. Mudd,
Elizabeth, IN

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Nicholson,
Rockville, IN

Steve & Lisa Neidlinger,
West Terre Haute, IN

CharlesT. Palmer, Gainsville, FL

Dr. Robert A. Percival, Nashville, IN

Perk Farms LLC, Indianapolis, IN

Jean Perrin & Paula Towell, Lebanon, IN

Dennis Peter, Tell City, IN

Bobby Plump, Indianapolis, IN

RBK Farms LLC, Elaine Anderson,
Peru, IN

George B. Rose, Springfield, IL

Arthur A. Sappington, Terre Haute, IN

David & Jane Savage, Zionsville, IN

Dale Scholten, Olive Hill, KY

Charles & Jeanne Shaw Jr.,, Nashville, IN

Kebe Sheets, Osgood, IN

Paul Singleton, Bruceville, IN

Michael J. Stevens, Logansport, IN

Frank & Elizabeth Tedesco,
Henryville, IN

Philip teeters, Nartinsville, IN

Robert P. Thomas, Nashville, IN

Joe & Katie Tierney, Beech Grove, IN

Lynn Tracey, Wolcottville, IN

John P.Tumlin, Harrison, ON

James Utter, Versailles, IN

Richard Vargas, Bloominbgton, IN

William & Karen Whorrall, Shoals, IN

David & Darby Woilf, Brownsburg, IN

Ward Wilkins, Lafayette, IN

Gerard Wyss, Fort Wayne, IN

Howard R. & Hester M. Young,
Versailles, IN

Bob & Marsha Zeller, Noblesville, IN

Supporting Level

Robert Albert, Culver, IN

(larence Albertson, Burlington, Wl
Lonnie & Penny Andis, Dupont, IN
Richard J. Beier, Wausaw, WI,
Mike Benham, Paoli, IN

Barbara L. Boerger, Fort Wayne, IN
Lee Bone, Pennville, IN

Hugh Bonner, Cincinnati, OH
Dennis L. Bowyer, Hanover, IN
Chuck Boyce, Morgantown, IN
Howard J. Bunting, Fairfield, IL
E.C. Burkhardt, Vicksburg, MS
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Marty Calvert, Leopold, MO

(laude H. & Marylou Carter, Gosport, IN
Eugene Colvin, Loogootee, IN

Robert L Cress, Slaem, IN

Eric & Christy Daniel, Clinton, IN

(Carl Eisfelder, Hardinsburg, IN
Jeffrey J. Eller, Dillshoro, IN

Harry & Doris Fahrenkamp, Dillshoro, IN
Glen Fry, Topeka, IN

P. Jaynes, Poland, IN

Paul Jaynes, Poland, IN

Glenn R. Goodwine, Gary, IN

George W Gramelspacher, Jasper, IN
Mike Hasty, Roanoke, IN

Gary & Carolyn Hohenberger, Fremont, IN
Alvin L. Hull, Greensburg, IN

Dale Jones, Hagerstown, IN

Edward Jones, Kettering, OH

Mary Elisabeth Keller, Seymour, IN
Emily Kirshner, Milford, MI

Jeffrey Klinefelter, Etna Green, IN
Mary Lou Kolodiej, Michigan City, IN
Fred Koppenhofer, Grovetown, IN
Myra Kratz, Indianapolis, IN

James Kunkle, West Baden Springs, IN
Elmer, LaDue, Lewis, IN

John E. Linderman, Greens Fork, IN
Elbert A. Lynch, Evansville, IN

PT. Martin, North Vernon, IN

Earl M. McCleerey, Tell City, IN
Melvin McDonald, Bedford, IN
(Charles McNealy, Hartsville, IN

David D.Medkeff, Cincinnati, OH
Glen & Malta Miller, Indianapolis, IN
Ervin F. Mishler, LaGrange, IN

Ken R. Mundy, Jasper, IN

Roosevelt Nicholson, Salem, IN

Dick & Lois Norwood, Huntington, IN
Kathleen O'Neill, South Bend, IN
(Charles Patterson, Rosedale, IN
Robert Pease, Terre Haute, IN

Raymond Perkinson, Ocala, FL
Mick Perry, Winamac, IN
Rev, Martin Peter, Columbus, IN
Gregory Pflum, Brookuville, IN
David L. Phillips, Paoli, IN
Katherine Anna Phipps,
Indianapolis, IN
Maxine Redding, Richmond, VA
Charles & Mary Jane Richards,
Morgantown, IN
Richard Rieckers, Seymour, IN
Linda Rihm, Milton, IN
Charles C. Roberts, Fort Wayne, IN
Marvin A. Roell, Batesville, IN
Robert 0. Roell, Greenshurg, IN
Lois Rust, Seymour, IN
Peter J. Schickel, Lanesville, IN
R. Holbrook Schuster, Sellersburg, IN
Kathy Scott, West Harrison, IN
Graham Sellers, Coldwater, MI
Hamlin L. Shute, Bloomington, IN
John & Wilma Sickman, Stendal, IN
Michael Skaggs Logging,
Mauckport, IN
Eric & Christina Smith, Laconia, IN
Mike & Carrie Stark, Knox, IN
Sherman Strahla, Greenwood, IN
W. Suding, Needham, IN
Kenneth Temme, Evansyville, IN
Larry Thomas, Freedom, IN
John & Susan Ulrich, Cincinnati, OH
David VanMeter, Underwood, IN
Brian White, Indianapolis, IN
Dennis Wickman, Jasper, IN
Richard Wigh, Columbus, IN
Anita Wilhelm, Miamitown, OH
Roger T. Williams, Greensburg, IN
Maribel Wilson, Brookville, IN
Thomas & Joanne Wilson,
Terre Haute, IN
Dan Yelch, Elizabeth, IN

Indiana Terrestrial Invasive
Species Rule Update

The Natural Resources Commission (NRC) has
preliminarily adopted a new rule designed to remove 44
invasive plants from trade inside Indiana. The decision
only starts the deliberative rules process. It does not put

a new rule into effect. This rule would make the sale,
transportation, introduction or distribution of these plants
illegal. According to the DNR announcement published
July 17, 2018, “Indiana land managers (private and public)
spend an estimated $8.6 million dollars in managing
invasive plants on an annual basis. Invasive species in
Indiana regularly move into the forest. This restricts the
ability of trees to regenerate as essential nutrients and
sunlight are blocked and being utilized by invasive species
that are able to regenerate earlier in the successional
process.”

The list of prohibited plant species include tree of heaven,
garlic mustard, autumn olive, wintercreeper and many
more. It does NOT include Callery pear or Norway maple.
Callery pear and Norway maple were not included at this
time because of a large negative economic impact on the
nursery industry. These were removed at this time to allow
the rule to continue to move forward and get the other 44
targeted plants on a do not sell list. The Indiana Invasive
species Council is working to get Callery pear or Norway
maple added to this list as they should be. They are
considering a phase out period for these plants to mitigate
the economic impact to the industry. This would allow
growers to liquidate existing inventories to minimize the
impact of the Rule on their businesses. The NRC is taking
public comments from now until November 2018. Public
hearings will take place in November 2018, final decision
in January 2019, and taking effect in April 2019.

For more information about the proposed rule
including the timeline, public hearing announcements
and comment, visit https://www.in.gov/nrc/2377.htm.
Information is listed at the bottom of the page under
“Terrestrial Invasive Plants” rule.

4595 N. Michigan St.
Terre Haute, IN 47805
www.forest-management.com

Forest Management Services, Inc.
Timber Sales * Appraisals * Management Planning

Phone: (812) 466-4445
Larry@forest-management.com

Larry J. Owen, Consulting Forester
“Serving Forest Owners since 968"

Mathan Kachnavage

Consulting Forester

Cell: 812-521-7745
Office: 812-883-2969
Email: nkachnav@gmail.com

2430 W. Skylight Rd., Salem, IN 47167

Woodland

Hoosier Forestry Consultants

David Vadas

4297 E. Farr Road, Bloomington, IN47408
Cell: 812-361-1759 - Home: 812-323-8347

OI'S

Timber Marking & Marketing
Timber Stand Improvement
Invasive Species Control
Management Plans

Email: HoosicrForestryConsultant(@gmail.com

Timber Inventory ~ Resource Plans ~ Timber
Marking ~ Timber Stand Improvement
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812.583.1004 C 1ti F Cell Ph 812-756-1074
- onsulting rorester ¢ one: - 120~
abraham bear@yahoo com = email: dmforestry@gmail.com

Mark your property:
‘Purple Paint Law’

in effect July 1
By Matt McKinney

If you see purple paint on a fence post or tree, it
means don’t enter the property, starting July 1.

A new law will go into effect in Indiana that makes
purple marks the same as a “No trespassing” sign,
with a couple of caveats.

The law allows landowners in Indiana to mark their
property with purple paint to prevent trespassing
and minimize liability if someone illegally enters the
property and gets hurt.

The signs are typically used near land reserved
for hunting, so a landowner doesn’t have to keep
replacing a sign that may have been vandalized or
destroyed by the weather.

Gov. Eric Holcomb signed the new law on March
21, but he attended a ceremonial signing in

June. Rep. Dave Wolkins (R-Warsaw) authored
the measure. “This is an efficient, simple way for
landowners to keep trespassers out,” Wolkins said,
via IndianaHouseRepublicans.com. “It will also
help minimize a property owner’s liability, prevent

accidental trespassing and make it easier to prosecute

trespassers. Because the paint cannot be easily
removed, it can be effective for several years.”

Matt McKinney is a digital content producer with RTV
Channel 6 in Indianapolis. This story was reprinted with
permission. It was published July 2, 2018 on
www.theindychannel.com.

e _d
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According to the law, HB 1233, the
paint must be:

ee:

tical line of at least eight
in length and with the
the mark at least three (3)
ot more than five (5) feet
round; and

re than one hundred (100)
he nearest other marked

st:

mark covering at least
0 (2) inches of the post,
he bottom of the mark
ree (3) feet and not more

(ii) not more than thirty-six (36) feet
from the nearest other marked post;

‘Woodland Management
Timber Sales/Marketing

Abe Bear Dan Meisberger

Forestry Consultant

1816 N County Rd. 950 W « Holton, IN 47023-8483
Phone: 812-689-6971

Matt Meisberger

Cell Phone: 812-756-1075
email: mmforestry@gmail.com

HANEY FORESTRY, LLC

Professional Forest Management

Stuart Haney
Consulting Forester

“Serving Woodland Owners since 2002”
Timber Appraisals « Harvest Planning - Bid Sales

Phone: (812) 243-1323
P.0.Box 512, Riley, IN 47871

2215N. Rykers Ridge Road stu@haneyforestry.com
Madison, IN 47250 Providing Forestry Services Since 1977 www.haneyforestry.com
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Support Forest Owners in the Farm Bill
By American Forest Foundation

When most think of the Farm Bill, they think of row crop
farming and nutrition programs. But there’s another piece of
this bill that is vitally important to the clean water, wildlife
habitat and wood supply that Americans count on - the Farm
Bill's conservation and forestry programs that support family
forest owners.

Families and individuals, who own and care for the largest
portion of U.S. forests, want to do right by the land, but often
lack technical expertise and funds to get the work done.

The Farm Bill helps these landowners overcome barriers,

by providing planning and technical assistance, financial
support, as well as policies to help grow markets, research,
education programs and more.

How is the Farm Bill Currently Supporting Forest

Landowners

The last Farm Bill, passed by Congress in 2014, made
improvements in a number of its conservation and forestry
programs, specifically for family forest landowners. It has had
a considerable impact on families’ abilities to care for and
improve their forestland.

In summary, Farm Bill Programs have:

o Injust the past 3 years, the Farm Bill’s conservation and
forestry programs helped family woodland owners
conduct conservation efforts across more than 10
million acres. That’s more than 9,000 acres of family-
owned forestland improved per day.

e More than $1.86 billion have been invested in the past
3 years through the Farm Bill to assist forest owners,
a figure 3 times the amount allocated to programs for
family forest owners through the annual appropriations
process in the same timeframe.

o Public-private partnerships, such as the Regional
Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) have
better leveraged funds, connected with more willing
landowners, and are working towards a greater impact on
some of our biggest forest challenges. Federal funds used
through these public-private partnerships are stimulating
investments by the private side — with private industry,
non-profit groups, local governments, universities and
more, investing nearly $2 for every $1 federal dollar
spent in these partnerships.

o The Farm Bill’s forestry investments have not only put
forests to work, but they have also put rural communities
to work — we estimate upwards to 86,000 jobs were
supported by Americans who helped complete forest
conservation practices needed on the land.

o The Environmental Quality Incentives Program
(EQIP) helped tackle wildfire risk, insects and disease,
improve water quality and more across 1.7 million
acres in just 3 years’ time.

¢  Specifically, landowners were able to install 8,300
miles of fire breaks to help prevent catastrophic
wildfires. That’s 3 times longer than the length of the
US.

Forest Policy Improvements AFF Would Like to See

in the 2018 Farm Bill

As we look toward the 2018 Farm Bill, the American Forest
Foundation (AFF) asks Congress to improve on the last
iteration to further support landowners in addressing our
biggest environmental issues, and continuing to provide the
natural resources that Americans count on:

o Maintain funding and support for woodland owners in
forestry and conservation programs of the Farm Bill

Other
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2016 EQIP forest funding allocation by forest practice. (Source: Forest in the
Farm Bill: A 2017 Progress Report and Recommendations, American Forest
Foundation)

Continued on page 13

The Woodland Steward

11 Volume 27, Number 1 « Spring 2018



24 N : o R AR SR

Forest Inventory Programs Contribute Scientific

T

Results About Indiana’s Forests

By Joey Gallion

Continuous Forest Inventory systems, implemented on DNR
State Forest Properties and private lands enrolled in the
classified forest and wildlands program, in conjunction with
data from the USFS Forest Inventory & Analysis program
provide scientific and interesting results about Indiana
forests. These productive forests provide homes and food

for wildlife; clean our water and air; protect soil that would
otherwise disappear due to erosion; and provide fine quality
hardwood products to Hoosiers, Americans, and the world.

The full reports from all three of these programs can be
found on the Division of Forestry’s homepage listed under
Forestry Publications and Presentations https://www.in.gov/
dnr/forestry/3605.htm by scrolling down to the forest
inventory and analysis section.

Over the past six decades, the area of Indiana timberland has
increased from 4 to 4.9 million acres. Over that same period,
the volume of growing stock timber nearly quadrupled from
2.6 to 9.5 billion cubic feet. The vast majority, an estimated

3.6 million forested acres, are owned by family forest owners.

While Indiana is fortunate to have such productive and
high quality forests, there are concerns. Average tract size
continues to decrease as ownerships change hands. Our
mature forests continue to age. Compared to younger trees
older trees have less ability to fight off stresses caused by
insects, diseases, shortages of water and nutrients. Invasive
plant species, which outcompete native vegetation for
sunlight and nutrients, were detected on more than 90
percent of the FIA inventory plots. Nonnative insects, such
as the emerald

structure. Figure 1 depicts stand age by ownership shown as
a percentage of each ownerships’ total area. It shows that 41%
of the State Forest Properties” are 91+ years old compared

to 29% of the total IDNR forestland, 23% of the Hoosier
National Forest and 9% of private forestland.

At the same time, this graph depicts state and private
forestland each have 11% of their forestlands less than 30
years old, as compared to the Hoosier National Forest with
only 2% of their forestland in these young stand ages. Most
recently, State Forest Properties” have 5% of their forestlands
less than 10 years old, the most of any ownership group. One
can compare past forest management practices of each of
these ownerships to see how these forests got to their current
status.

Let’s look at recent growth and mortality rates. Net growth
is total growth less mortality. The combined effects of the
2012 drought, aging stands, insect and disease pressure, etc.
culminated in an increase in mortality in the years following
2012. Increased mortality caused net growth to decrease as
well. They converged in 2014, but are now diverging back
toward more historic levels (Figure 2).

Another important factor in stand dynamics is species
composition. The number of trees by species and by diameter
class is depicted in Figure 3. While oaks are well represented
in the larger age classes, they make up a small part of smaller
trees. The future species composition will likely change as
time goes by with the larger diameter trees being replaced by
the smaller diameter trees. Very likely, the number of oaks
will diminish and

ash borer, also can
play a major role

Figure 1. Stand Age (as a Percent of Total Forested Acres) by Ownership (FIA 2016, CFI 2017)
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Figure 2. State Forest Property Data Average Annual
Net Growth and Mortality of Saw log Trees (Doyle/yr)
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All of these issues need to be monitored, and future
management decisions may need to be altered to address
these concerns as they each play a role in the current
trajectory away from dominance by oaks. This long, slow
change has implications for biodiversity, wildlife, recreation,
and the forest products industry. For these and other reasons,
the Division of Forestry is aggressively managing their

lands for both ends of the stand age spectrum to promote
both aging and young forests as well as diversity in species
composition and oak retention.

Joey Gallion is a Forest Inventory Program Manager with the
Indiana DNR, Division of Forestry.

Figure 3. Oak Regeneration (or lack thereof)
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Farm Bill

Continued from page 11

o Improve technical assistance and program
implementation for forest landowners

« Support cross-boundary, landscape scale efforts to
tackle forestry issues, especially wildfire

» Provide support and regulatory assurance for
landowners who help at-risk wildlife

« Support a strong, diverse forest products industry,
including legislation like the Timber Innovation
Act and new tools to help grow markets, such as the
Community Wood Energy Program

Forests in the Farm Bill Coalition

In addition to being the voice of family forest owners in
Washington, D.C., AFF co-leads the Forests in the Farm
Bill Coalition, a coalition of organizations that works to
build broad forest and conservation support for forest
policy priorities in the Farm Bill.

The Coalition, which has been in existence for more
than 15 years, includes more than 90 forest and
conservation groups representing all aspects of the
forest sector, including forest owners, conservationists,
hunters, anglers, forest industry and natural resource
professionals. It is co-chaired by the American Forest
Foundation, National Association of State Foresters,
National Wild Turkey Federation, and The Nature
Conservancy.

This story was reprinted with permission. It was published
by the American Forest Foundation at https.//www.
forestfoundation.org/forests-in-the-farm-bill

HABITAT
SOLUTIONS

WILDLIFE & FOREST MANAGEMENT

Dan McGuckin, CF,CWB  Timper sales/appraisals

12875 W. Sawmill Rd. Timber Stand Improvement
Columbus, IN 47201 Tree Planting

Phone: 812-320-3678 Native Grass/Wildflower Planting
habitatforestry@yahoo.com Forest & Wildlife Mgmt Plans

y . Invasive Plant Management
www.habitatsolutionsforestry.com Prescribed Burning
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Continued from page 7

establish themselves while they are still young and easier to
control. The costs for monitoring and maintenance at this
point are real, but typically manageable by most producers.

The planner (often a DNR District Forester, NRCS staf, or

a NRCS Technical Service Provider) will determine which
scenario is appropriate in years 1, 2 or 3 as necessary, based
on a site visit. For example, a heavily infested area of bush
honeysuckle might be planned for High in year 1, Medium in
year 2 and Light in year 3. This approach would achieve the
best control in terms of ensuring that most plants are killed
and that re-sprout or re-seeding is also controlled.

Forest Stand Improvement:

Forest Stand Improvement (also called Timber Stand
Improvement) is one of the most commonly prescribed
practices to implement in your woods. This practice involves
the manipulation of species composition, stand structure, and
stocking by cutting or killing selected trees and or understory
vegetation. The purpose of this practice is to help meet
landowner’s objectives while improving forest products, forest
health, wildlife habitat, and a variety of other resources. For the
purposes of the EQIP program, this practice is generally non-
commercial and should be kept as separate as possible from
commercial harvests.

For fiscal year 2018, Indiana has two main Forest Stand
Improvement scenarios throughout the State (Light FSI and
Temporary Forest Openings). A few other rates are available in
select locations in southern Indiana.

o Light Forest Stand Improvement ($92.31/acre) will
reduce basal area by at least 10 square feet per acre. This
can also be described as cutting and/or killing at least 100
trees per acre, or releasing at least 10 crop trees per acre
and/or killing any vines growing on crop trees.

o Temporary Forest Opening ($155.63/acre) often called
group openings, are essentially small clear-cuts created
in a forest in order to provide early successional forest
habitat for wildlife or to regenerate the forest stand.
Temporary openings provide sunlight to the forest floor

An example of a seve

N (el ; AL %
.‘:-ﬁ‘ ¢ T £ R

re infestation of Japanese Honeysuckle in a southern

Indiana woodlot.

resulting in a tremendous amount of sprouts, shrubs, grass,
and herbaceous vegetation. The resulting thicket provides
high quality food and cover for a large number of wildlife
species, especially neotropical songbirds, wild turkey, ruffed
grouse and whitetail deer. In addition, foresters often use
group openings to help regenerate shade-intolerant trees
such as oaks. Temporary forest openings are created with

a chainsaw or small machines by cutting and dropping all
trees and brush in an area one-fourth of an acre to 10 acres
in size, primarily in large blocks of forest.

EQIP Process:

Planning: To get started with NRCS, we recommend you
stop by your local NRCS field office. We'll discuss your
vision for your land. NRCS provides landowners with

free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Often

a professional forester is utilized for writing a Forest
Management plan and site inspections. These plans may
be a Forest Stewardship plan written by a DNR District
Forester, a plan funded through the EQIP written by

a NRCS Technical Service Provider, or another plan
meeting specific requirements by a private professional
forester. EQIP policy requires a forest plan be written when
forest related conservation practices are implemented on
forestland. Both Forest Stand Improvement practice and the

Gandy’s Timber Management

phone 765-571-0501

Egolf Forest Management, Inc.

Bl‘i G d Serving Forest Landowners Since 1985
all_ an y Christopher J Egolf, ACF
Consultmg Forester Consulting Forester
“ , L 3207 N 860 W
Creation Conservation Ligonier, IN 46767
Graduate of Purdue Timber Marking o Markefing
School of Forestry enlory & Appraisa
Woodland Consultation and Advice

TURNER FORESTRY INCORPORATED
TIMBER SALES * TREE PLANTING
TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT * PRESCRIBED BURNING
STEWART TURN ER. -smess= .
CONSULTANT FORESTER
8464 S 950 E, UPLAND, INDIANA 46989
STURNER@TURNERFORESTRY.COM
WWW.TURNERFORESTRY.COM
765 998 1161

26(0-856-2345
egolfholz@gmail.com

Volume 27, Number 1 « Spring 2018 14

The Woodland Steward



Brush Management practice will first need a forest plan in
order to be eligible for EQIP and to plan out the practice
details.

Application: NRCS will walk you through the application
process and help you fill out the necessary forms. The
main application form for all NRCS programs is the
CPA-1200 Conservation Program Application form.
Applications for EQIP are accepted on a continuous basis,
but theyre processed and considered only once a year. Be
sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about
the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in
your application in time.

Eligibility: As part of the application process, NRCS will
check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you'll need to
bring: An official tax ID (Social Security number or an
employer ID) a property deed or lease agreement to show
you have control of the property; and a farm and tract
number. A farm and tract number, can be obtained from
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA
office is located in the same building as the local NRCS
office.

Evaluation of your application: Once your application
has been filed and both you and your land are determined
to be eligible for EQIP, the local NRCS conservation
planner will have a one-on-one consultation with you to
review your forest management plan and the practice(s)
you are interested in applying for. The NRCS conservation
planner may even present you with other a conservation
practices or systems to help address your concerns or
management goals.

Once you have chosen the practices to apply to your land,
your application will be evaluated in the national, state, or
local funding pool in which you have applied. Funding
pools allows NRCS to target funding to specific natural
resource concerns, locations or operations.

Ranking: NRCS will take a look at the applications and
rank them according to local resource concerns, the
amount of conservation benefits the work will provide
and the needs of applicants. Applications for conservation
practices and systems that will result in greater
environmental benefits for national, state, and/or local
natural resource priorities will receive a higher score and
higher priority to receive an offer for a financial assistance
contract.

Implementation: If you're selected, you can choose
whether to sign the contract for the work to be done. Once
you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and
specifications for completing the practice or practices, with

el ol

EQIP can help pay for control of invasive species (foliar herbicide application
in this case). Private and public land managers spend an estimated $8.6
million annually on invasive species management.

a specified amount of time to implement. All work must
meet NRCS standards and specifications. Once the work is
implemented and meets inspection, you'll be paid the rate
of compensation for the work.

The participant is responsible for see that the work gets
done. Participant can do the work themselves or hire it
out. Keep in mind using a chainsaw and restricted use
herbicides can make this difficult for the majority of
landowners. NRCS does not keep a list of contractors
however many SWCD or District Foresters can help direct
you to contractors.

Payment: You will not be paid more than the amount

in your EQIP contract. After the work is completed, the
payment typically goes directly to you. If you are not
doing the work yourself you can arrange for the payment
to go directly to the contractor. It is up to you to contact
a contractor and makes arrangements for the services to
be provided, payments, and schedule for completion. In
addition, it is your responsibility to negotiate the bill, as
well as establishing when and how the payment will be
made to the contractor.

For more information about the EQIP process contact your
local NRCS office. Office locations and phone number can be
found on the Indiana NRCS website at https://www.nrcs.usda.
gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/in/ and clicking on “Contact Us”

on the top of the page. Or at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/in/contact/local/.

Brian Kruse is the state forester for the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service in Indiana.
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Board Members:

Michael Chaveas, U.S. Forest Service, Hoosier National Forest
Liz Jackson, Indiana Forestry & Woodland Owners Association
Brian MacGowan, Purdue University

Dan McGuckin, Indiana Association of Consulting Foresters
Ray Moistner, Indiana Hardwood Lumbermen’s Association
Joe Schmees, IN Assoc of Soil & Water Conservation Districts
Jack Seifert, IDNR Division of Forestry

Dan Shaver, The Nature Conservancy

John Stambaugh, Indiana Society of American Foresters
Stewart Turner, Indiana Tree Farm Committee

Mike Warner, Consultant Forester

Days Gone By

Bucking crew with a “virgin” beech log
estimated over 200 years old. Location
in Jefferson County, north of Dupont, IN
circa 1931.

(Photo by Roy C. Brundage)
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