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Litera
ry Fes

tival l
aunch

es LU
 Press

Auth
ors in

 fictio
n, cre

ative 
non-f

iction
 and 

poetr
y visi

ted ca
mpus

 Feb.
13-15

 for t
he La

mar L
iterar

y Fes
tival. 

In ad
dition

 to
show

casing
 the w

orks o
f Lam

ar fac
ulty a

nd re
giona

l
autho

rs pu
blishe

d thro
ugh I

nk Br
ush P

ress, t
he ev

ent
celeb

rated
 the l

aunch
 of L

amar
 Univ

ersity
 Press

. 
“This

 mean
s som

ethin
g gre

at for
 the c

omm
unity

becau
se it w

ill be 
a new

 local
 sour

ce for
 litera

ture,”
 

said J
im Sa

nders
on, p

rofess
or of 

Engli
sh an

d wri
ting

direct
or. “T

his pu
ts us 

on th
e map

 beca
use re

giona
l,

small
 litera

ry pre
sses a

re all 
but b

eing
wiped

 out.” The f
estiva

l featu
red re

ading
s by J

an Se
ale of

McA
llen, t

he 20
12 Te

xas p
oet la

ureat
e; Jer

ry Cr
aven

’64 o
f Jasp

er, ed
itor o

f LU 
Press 

and f
ound

er an
d

direct
or of 

Ink B
rush 

Press;
 Terry

 Dalr
ympl

e and
Chris

 Eller
y of S

an An
gelo; 

Palme
r Hal

l ’64 
of Sa

n
Anto

nio; D
ave K

uhn o
f Fort

 Wor
th; an

d form
er

Texan
 And

rew G
eyer o

f Aike
n, S.C

. Feat
ured 

LU fa
c-

ulty m
embe

rs inc
luded

 profe
ssors 

Sand
erson

, Jerr
y

Bradl
ey an

d R.S
. “Sam

” Gw
ynn; 

joined
 by in

struct
or

Gretc
hen J

ohnso
n. Se

ale an
d Joh

nson 
read f

rom t
heir

collec
tions—

Appea
rance

sand
The J

oy of D
ecepti

on, re
spect

ively—
the fi

rst
publi

cation
s of L

U Pre
ss. 

Natio
nal Po

etry M
onth

The L
amar

 Writ
ing C

enter
 celeb

rated
 Nati

onal P
oetry

 Mon
th wi

th a
readin

g by 
facult

y mem
bers a

nd stu
dents

 Apri
l 30. 

The e
vent 

featur
ed

R. S.
 “Sam

” Gw
ynn, 

unive
rsity p

rofess
or of 

Engli
sh, po

et-in-
reside

nce
at La

mar a
nd au

thor o
f No W

ord of
 Farew

ellan
dThe

 Driv
e-In; 

Jerry
Bradl

ey, pr
ofesso

r of E
nglish

 and 
autho

r of T
he Im

portan
ce of E

lsewhe
re

andS
imple

 Versio
ns of D

isaster
; Ann

e-Chr
istine

 Rud
holm

 (Ana
 Crist

ina
Rudh

olm y
 Balm

aceda
, instr

uctor
 of E

nglish
 and 

mode
rn lan

guage
s,

featur
ed po

et in 
Cant

e Jond
o: Jose

phine
 Saca

bo an
d Ana

 Crist
ina

Rudh
olm y 

Balm
aceda

and t
ransla

tor of
 Ann

a Akh
mato

va’s A
nna

Domi
ni in 

5 Ima
gesby

 Joel-
Peter

Witki
n; an

d Jess
e Do

iron, 
instru

ctor
of En

glish 
and m

odern
 langu

ages. 
The p

rogra
m als

o sho
wcase

d stu-
dent 

poets
 from

 Pulse
, the 

literar
y mag

azine
 of L

amar
 Univ

ersity.

Saur 
publi

shes l
andm

ark w
ork

Pame
la Sau

r, Reg
ents’ 

Profe
ssor o

f Ger
man,

 has p
ublish

ed a l
andm

ark
book

 on C
zech 

literar
y mas

ter Er
nst W

eiss. I
ts titl

e is E
rnst W

eiss: L
ife,

Works
 and 

Legac
y of a

 Czec
h Lite

rary M
aster 

and F
riend 

of Fra
nz Ka

fka,
1882-

1940. “This
 is the

 first 
comp

rehen
sive a

ssessm
ent in

Engli
sh of 

the li
fe and

 legac
y of a

n imp
ortan

t, und
er-

rated
 voice

 from
 mid-

20th-
centu

ry Ce
ntral 

Euro
pe,”

accor
ding 

to the
 publ

isher,
 Acad

emica
 Press

.
“For 

over 
60 ye

ars, li
terary

 histo
rians 

have 
work

ed
to pre

serve
 and 

prom
ote th

e wri
tings 

of Jew
ish ex

ile
write

rs, lik
e Ern

st We
iss, an

d oth
er vic

tims 
of Wo

rld
War I

I and
 Nazi

 oppr
ession

,” Sau
r said

. “I a
m pro

ud
to ma

ke thi
s con

tribut
ion to

 that 
effort

.
“After

 the N
azi ta

keove
r of G

erma
ny an

d Aus
tria, h

e live
d sev

eral
years

 in Pa
ris un

til co
mmit

ting s
uicide

 when
 Nazi

 troop
s inva

ded t
he

city. A
lthou

gh hi
s care

er wa
s cut 

bruta
lly sh

ort, h
e left 

behin
d ma

ny
fine p

lays, 
storie

s, ess
ays an

d nov
els th

at hav
e nev

er ha
d the

 reade
rship

they d
eserv

e. I h
ope t

his bo
ok w

ill bri
ng at

tentio
n to h

is tale
nt an

d
impo

rtanc
e.” Sande
rson p

ens fo
urth n

ovel
in sus

pense
 saga

Lama
r’s Jim

 Sand
erson

 has p
ublish

ed th
e fou

rth
novel

 in hi
s Sou

thwes
t saga

 of m
urder

, may
hem

and r
ichly 

defin
ed he

roes a
nd an

ti-her
oes. W

ith
Dolph

’s Tea
m, Sa

nders
on sp

ins of
f a sto

ryline
 that

includ
esEl 

Cami
no del

 Rio, 
set in

 the B
ig Be

nd
and w

hich i
ntrod

uced 
reade

rs to 
the ti

tle ch
arac-

ter, D
olph 

Marti
nez. A

lso in
cludin

g Saf
e Deli

very
andL

a Mo
rdida

, the 
series

 takes
 a col

orful 
cast o

f
chara

cters 
from 

the b
order

lands
 of W

est Te
xas to

 the n
eighb

orhoo
ds of

San A
ntoni

o, San
derso

n’s ho
meto

wn. I
nk Br

ush P
ress is

 the p
ublish

er
ofDo

lph’s T
eam.

“To w
rite a

bout 
Texas

 is to
 write

 abou
t life 

on bo
rders—

the b
or-

der w
ith M

exico
, the 

borde
r betw

een th
e not

-so-g
ood o

ld day
s and

 the
quest

ionab
le fut

ure, a
nd th

e ofte
n con

fusing
 bord

er be
tween

 the g
ood

guys 
and t

he ba
d guy

s,” sa
id rev

iewer
 Beth

 Had
as of 

the U
niver

sity o
f

New 
Mexi

co Pr
ess. “

Jim S
ander

son h
as be

en wr
iting 

on th
ose b

order
s

for ye
ars, a

nd, if
 you 

have 
enjoy

ed hi
s bitt

erswe
et cri

me fi
ction

, you
will lo

ve Do
lph’s T

eam.”
Semi

-retire
d and

 drink
ing w

ith hi
s bud

dies, 
forme

r Bor
der P

atrol
agent

 Mart
inez g

ets a 
cause

 when
 one 

of his
 cron

ies is 
murd

ered i
n the

restro
om o

f Big 
John’

s Ice 
Hous

e. He
 gath

ers hi
s team

—cha
racter

s
from 

the o
ther n

ovels—
and, 

using
 a bu

g-exte
rmina

ting t
ruck,

 they
 spy

on th
e bad

 guys
. One

 critic
 wrot

e: “D
olph’s

 Team
has a

ll the
 plot 

point
s

of a s
uspen

se no
vel, b

ut it i
s actu

ally a
 med

itatio
n on 

aging
.”

&
Art

sCu
ltu

re

When M
ary Jo

hnson
 ’00 g

radua
ted

from 
Lama

r with
 a bac

helor
 of

arts in
 Engl

ish, th
e form

er nu
n

hadn’
t quit

e reco
nciled

 with
 her d

ecisio
n to

leave 
the M

ission
aries 

of Ch
arity. 

After
 20

years
 of de

voted
 servi

ce to 
the p

oor u
nder 

the
admi

nistra
tion o

f Mo
ther T

eresa,
 John

son
neede

d 10 
years

 and 
“a roo

m of 
her o

wn” t
o

reflec
t on h

er exp
erienc

es.   
Arme

d wit
h her

 Engl
ish de

gree a
nd a

tangl
e of m

emor
ies fro

m he
r form

er life
 as a

nun, 
Johns

on ar
rived

 at G
eorgi

a O’K
eeffe’

s
Ghos

t Ran
ch in 

Albiq
uiu, N

.M. T
here, 

she

met D
arlene

 Chan
dler B

assett
, who

 recog
-

nized
 that 

while
 she c

ontin
ued h

er ed
ucatio

n,
Johns

on w
ould 

also n
eed ti

me, s
pace 

and p
ri-

vacy 
to un

tangl
e the 

last 2
0 yea

rs
of he

r life.
 Bass

ett in
vested

 in
Johns

on w
ith fin

ancia
l supp

ort,
result

ing in
 the A

 Roo
m of 

Her
Own

 Foun
datio

n and
 a crit

ically
acclai

med 
mem

oir. 
Johns

on re
turne

d to L
amar

last fa
ll for 

a read
ing o

f her
mem

oir, A
n Un

quenc
hable 

Thirs
t:

Follow
ing M

other 
Teresa

 in Se
arch

of Lov
e, Ser

vice, a
nd an

 Auth
entic

Life. H
er bo

ok ge
nerat

ed 50
,000

copie
s in it

s first
 print

ing an
d

quick
ly att

racted
 atten

tion: 
The

book
 was 

featur
ed in

 the
Septe

mber
/Octo

ber is
sue o

f Poe
ts & 

Write
rs

and t
he O

ctobe
r issu

e of O
, The

 Opra
h

Maga
zine. “Tho

se wh
o kne

w me
 when

 I wa
s at

Lama
r in 1

998 p
robab

ly rem
embe

r som
eone

who 
didn’

t smi
le as m

uch a
s I do

 these
 days

,”
Johns

on sa
id. “W

e wer
en’t s

uppo
sed to

 have
friend

s, eve
n am

ong t
he sis

-
ters. A

djusti
ng to

 life i
n the

real w
orld a

fter th
e con

vent
was a

 chall
enge.

” 
Johns

on lef
t the

Univ
ersity

 of Te
xas in

 1977
 to

join t
he sis

ters a
s an a

spiran
t in

the S
outh 

Bron
x, N.

Y. Sh
e

watch
ed as

 12 a
spiran

ts in 
the

conve
nt dw

indled
 to tw

o, as
most

 could
 not h

andle
 a life

devoi
d of p

rivacy
, affec

tion,
indep

enden
t deci

sion-m
aking

,
even 

hot w
ater. B

ut a t
hen-1

9-
year-o

ld Joh
nson,

 who
 wou

ld be 
called

 Siste
r

Dona
ta (m

eanin
g “fre

ely gi
ven”)

 cont
inued

on to
 work

 in W
ashin

gton,
 D.C

., Wi
nnipe

g,
Cana

da, an
d Ro

me. S
he str

uggle
s thro

ugho
ut

the m
emoi

r to s
uppre

ss her
 doub

ts.
“I sta

rted t
o feel

 as th
ough

I was
 suffo

cating
,” Joh

nson
expla

ined 
to on

e gue
st wh

o
inqui

red as
 to w

hy sh
e fina

lly
left. “

They
 were

 beco
ming

more
 narro

w-mi
nded

. I wa
s

still v
ery d

evote
d to t

he id
eals

of the
 grou

p, bu
t I co

uldn’
t

breat
he an

ymor
e.” 

After
 leavi

ng th
e ord

er in
1997

, John
son r

eturn
ed to

Beau
mont

, took
 a ful

l-time
 job

at St.
 Ann

e’s Ch
urch 

and
enrol

led at
 Lam

ar to 
comp

lete
the d

egree
 she h

ad lef
t beh

ind
more

 than
 two 

decad
es ear

lier.
It wa

s at L
amar

 wher
e Joh

nson
learne

d to e
xpres

s hers
elf

throu
gh w

ords 
and b

egan 
to

assem
ble he

r mem
ories 

from
her e

xperie
nce w

ithin 
the co

n-
fines 

of the
 conv

ent.—
LB

An U
nquen

chable
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tfor f
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ll ’64
,

Jan 
Seal

e

BIEBEL


