








- Civil Liberties: Up In Smoke

when their actions are calculated to create the minimum
impact on the lives of other people. Tolerance may be
replaced by a zeal for recrimination. Such are the risks
when the principle of freedom is replaced by the principle
of pragmatism.

This report provides clear evidence that a trend is
emerging toward discriminatory action being taken not
only by national governments, but also by individuals,
families, employers, businesses and local authorities.
Indeed it can be argued that as control over smoking is
devolved and delegated across society, the risk to rights
increases.

1t is not inconceivable that within a decade anyone
suspected of being a smoker may be routinely subjected
to polygraph testing, psychometric examination or third-
party investigation. Such is already occurring. The right
to employment has already been compromised, as has
smoking in some home environments. In the future
smokers may face a choice between secrecy and social
exclusion. Social organisations, landlords, service providers
and employers may themselves be deemed irresponsible if
they fail to pursue an exclusion policy.

The solution to this dystopia is not to withdraw from
genuine efforts to deliver improved public health but to
ensure that the measures adopted by government are
tempered with reason and common sense. For all of us,
smokers and non-smokers alike, the warning of US justice
Louis Brandeis should never be far from our conscious
mind: “The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious
encroachment by men of zeal, well-meaning but without
understanding”.
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