MEAGAN’S WALK NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2017
The theme for this year’s Meagan’s Walk is:
Together We Hug.
When planning the first Meagan’s Walk and
Hug in 2002, that devoted team of pioneer
volunteers wanted to do something that had
not been done before.
How to rally enough people and “hug” an
enormous hospital? “No one does that. “
Such a gesture- the “hug”- was impractical, if
not impossible! How does one hug a building
the size of a city block? And why? Despite
all the doubts and concern, that first hug
happened. The will of a “community” made it
happen.

YOU’RE INVITED

Families affected by brain tumours face
painful challenges and difficulty. Knowing
you are not alone, that someone else
understands your experience, can make the
road less lonely.
For many of us, the holiday season can be
especially difficult. All those cheery messages
at this time of year may sound hollow, as we
deal with the daily reality of our lives.
In 2018, our family will participate in the 17th
Annual Meagan’s Walk. Just like that first year,
we ask others to walk with us. And years later,
we continue to plan, and the Meagan’s Walk
message of hope and love prevails.
The thread that runs through Meagan’s Walk
is “togetherness”; the hug simply could not
happen without each of us and our decision
to join forces, hand in hand. Together, we will
hug.
I send to all of you my thanks for your
determined and generous support, and my
warmest wishes for the holiday season to
you, your family, your friends.

Denise Bebenek
Founder, Meagan’s Walk
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IN MEMORIAM

As a member of the Walk planning committee, Sue was
a devoted volunteer, thoughtful and creative in her
contributions, and well loved by the other volunteers. In
her role as the contact for Walk Team captains, Sue was a
compassionate and caring liaison. She knew too well that
many of the families and teams were facing enormous
challenges, as they came face to face with life changing
illness, sometimes loss. She wanted to do anything to
help them along, make life even a little bit easier.
In April 2015, Sue joined the Meagan’s Walk organization
as its first Operations Manager. Her commitment to
Meagan’s Walk and its mission of hope had always
been deep and now it became broader, as she became
involved in many aspects of the day to day workings of
the organization.
Sue was a tireless advocate for Meagan’s Walk, committed
to the mission of the organization, and focused on
making a brighter future for the children who were
touched by brain tumours, and their families.

SUE MCKECHNIE
1971-2017

Only a week after her son, Shawn’s, diagnosis and
on Mother’s Day weekend, Sue McKechnie learned
about Meagan’s Walk. Looking down from the
window of Shawn’s hospital room, Sue was surprised
and overwhelmed by the sea of faces below. A nurse
explained to Sue that this was Meagan’s Walk. The Hug
happened annually: people banded together around
the hospital, hands joined. This symbolic “circle of
hope”, sent a simple and loving message of support to
all within. Sue decided at once that the next year she
wanted to be outside, to be part of that “hug”.
The following spring of 2007, Sue and her family,
participated in Meagan’s Walk. Shawn’s Team of 25
members, wearing a distinctive yellow Shawn’s Team
scarf. That autumn, Shawn passed away.
At the 2008 Meagan’s Walk, Shawn’s Team participated
in memory of Shawn. Following the Hug, Sue decided
and told a Meagan’s Walk planning committee member
“I want to help.” And so began Sue’s new role as a
Meagan’s Walk volunteer, stepping in to become the
friendly contact who connected with all the Walk Team
Captains.
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In January 2017, a diagnosis of breast cancer compelled
Sue to focus on her own care, and relinquish her role as
Operations Manager at Meagan’s Walk. As her health
permitted, she continued in a volunteer role, keeping in
touch with families, and other supporters.
Sue was well loved, a generous, kind and considerate
colleague, and a friend to so many. Her warm and ready
smile and infectious laugh- these were part of her nature
too. Sue has made an indelible mark and is missed.
Sue died peacefully on
December 6th, one day
before Shawn’s 13th
birthday, surrounded by
her loving family. She was
46 years old. She leaves
behind her husband Keith,
daughter Jayme, and son
Alex, as well, as her mother
and siblings, and many other
extended family members
and friends.
As Sue wished, we will carry
on, continue her dream to
hug the world for children
with brain tumours.

#meaganswalk

IN THE COMMUNITY
KIDS HELPING KIDS: STUDENT FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Amelia and Sophia, grade 6 students at Holy Name of
Mary College School in Mississauga, raised money for
Meagan’s Walk at their school’s Christmas Concert.
Amelia made beautiful sea glass necklaces and Sophia
baked healthy treats for dogs.
The team at Meagan’s Walk is so appreciative of their hard
work and leadership in support of this great cause.
If your child is interested in holding a similar event or if
you’d like to learn more about our school program, please
email: schools@meaganswalk.com

CALENDARS IN SUPPORT OF MEAGAN’S WALK
During the month of December, Hockley Valley Resort
is selling calendars with all proceeds going to Meagan’s
Walk.
Calendars are $12 each and come with a bonus $25 spa
gift certificate inside! These make for great stocking
stuffers!
Hockley Valley is located at 793522 Mono 3rd Line in
Mono, ON.

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR THE HOLIDAYS
As the season of giving approaches, so do the challenges
of finding the perfect gift for that loved one.
Whether you are celebrating a holiday party, your child’s
birthday, or your wedding, ECHOage makes it easy
for your guests to get you the perfect gift while also
supporting Meagan’s Walk.
How it works:
Select one of their free
e-invites, click on SickKids and
scroll down to find Meagan’s
Walk.
Fill out the details and invite
your guests! Echoage tracks
allergies, RSVPs, contact info,
and sends thank-you’s.
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CALL TO ACTION

HOLIDAY GIVING

During the holidays, many search for
gifts that are significant, and that will
make a difference well past the end
of the festive season.

DONATE

to Meaga
n’s
Walk tod
ay!

Meagan’s Walk is a community
based and volunteer driven organization,
and works year round to share its message of hope,
and to raise awareness about the impact of brain
tumours on children and their families. Meagan’s Walk
supporters have now raised more than $5 million for
ground breaking research that is changing the care and
treatment of young brain tumour patients around the
world.
This holiday season, continue to help make a difference!
Consider a donation to Meagan’s Walk as a fitting and
meaningful gift. Your ongoing support is so important.

HELP MEAGAN’S WALK GROW

Meagan’s Walk continues to grow and pursue the
mission. What really sets Meagan’s Walk apart is that
100% of donations are directed to brain tumour research,
allowing us to make the greatest impact possible.
To accomplish all this great work, Meagan’s Walk relies on
operational funds from community and corporate
partners. We are striving to expand our network of
potential partners and we need your help. This support is
essential to the ongoing success of Meagan’s Walk.

THE PROJECTS WE FUND:

Tailor Cancer Treatments to Patients

Dr. Cynthia Hawkins and her team developed a novel
testing regime that focuses on the specific genetics of
each child’s tumour. This unique type of testing enables
doctors to move away from the standard aggressive treatment plans, and create a more personalized and targeted
treatment for each child.

Target High-Risk Tumours

Last year, Dr. Vijay Ramaswamy and his team analyzed the
genes in tumours from hundreds of patients with Group
3 Medulloblastoma and discovered that how the tumour
cells produce and breakdown proteins is dramatically
unregulated. This discovery opens the door to a new class
of drugs such as MLN4924, which functions to interfere
with protein turnover in the cell and triggers the cell to
commit suicide in a process called apoptosis.

Help Survivors Break Through Barriers
Paediatric brain tumour survivors who receive cranial
spinal radiation often have learning difficulties, most
notably in math and working memory. Psychologist and
senior scientist Dr. Donald Mabbott and his team are
investigating interventions that will help improve the
children’s memories.

We offer our partners customized marketing plans
to meet their business goals. Meagan’s Walk has also
been recognized for its multiplier effect. For every $1
we receive from our corporate partners, we raise $4 for
research.
If you have any contacts who may be interested in
partnership opportunities, email Operations Manager
Justine: jmallah@meaganswalk.com

CONTACT US

416.239.7843
info@meaganswalk.com
3273 Bloor Street West, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario M8X 1E2
Thank you to Meagan’s Walk newsletter volunteer,
Debbie Tong & Blair Day.
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VOLUNTEER WITH US
If you are interested in volunteering with
Meagan’s Walk, please email:
volunteers@meaganswalk.com
We are currently looking for volunteers in a variety of
areas, including: the Meagan’s Walk school program;
graphic design; partnership committee; researching grant
opportunities; and events committee.

#meaganswalk

