OUR SCHOOL PROGRAM
Inspiring Student Leaders &
Building School Communities
Our vibrant school program has been embraced by many schools
throughout the Greater Toronto Area and beyond. With the theme
“kids helping kids,” our program aims to empower young people to
make a difference and foster compassion within their school
communities. By providing unique leadership opportunities, the
program encourages students to share their gifts and talents as well as
come together to support those in need.

MEAGAN’S
STORY
Not long after
4-year old Meagan
Bebenek was diagnosed
with an inoperable brain tumour, she focused
her time making and wrapping presents to
give to her friends, family and caregivers. These
gestures were her special way of saying thank
you for their love and caring. Perhaps it was
even a way to say goodbye.
Her mother, Denise Bebenek, vowed to be a
voice and steward, to improve outcomes for
young people with brain tumours and remind
their families that they are not alone on their
journey. Meagan’s Walk: Creating a Circle of
Hope was founded.
“Seeing how our whole school community
came together to support such a meaningful
cause made me incredibly proud of our school.”
- Lauren, Student Ambassador

“Meagan’s Walk and its ‘Circle of Hope’ has
empowered us, the St. Jane Frances School
community, to carry on after the loss of one of
our Angels. We find the utmost strength in the
silence as we come together and hold hands to
form our circle of hope - each and every year.”
- Angela Frydrych, Teacher at St. Jane Frances
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BRING THE SPIRIT OF MEAGAN’S WALK
TO YOUR SCHOOL TODAY
Our signature event, Meagan’s Walk & Hug, brings together thousands of people
from across Canada who walk 5KM and form a circle of hope around The Hospital
for Sick Children, the only hug of its kind in the world. Since 2001, this hug has
been a symbol of community and hope – a support to patients, families, caregivers,
doctors and researchers – showing those within and around the circle that they are
not alone on their journeys. Start your own school team, join our Walk & Hug and
raise funds!

DID YOU KNOW?
Brain tumours are the leading cause
of cancer-related death in young
people under the age of 20.

CREATE YOUR OWN SCHOOL HUG
Over the years, we have worked with many school communities who have
embraced a school hug event in their school yards or hallways. Students, their
teachers, and administrators have shared that this “human hug” is one of the most
powerful experiences they have participated in and that the hug has left a lasting
impression on the school.
With the same spirit as the hug around SickKids, the school hug brings students
together for a common cause, to support kids with brain tumours. In doing so,
students further develop empathy and compassion towards their fellow students
and community.
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Over 10,000 Canadian
children are in cancer
treatment right now, yet
only 3% of government
cancer funding goes
towards children’s
cancer research.
Meagan’s Walk funds initiatives that
bring the world’s top brain tumour
experts together to share
knowledge and collaborate on
research.
The research Meagan’s Walk funds
improves diagnoses, treatments, care
and outcomes for
young patients
throughout the world.
Funds raised through Meagan’s Walk
are directed to research at The
Arthur and Sonia Labatt Brain
Tumour Research Centre (BTRC),
which is considered one of the top
research centres in the world.

LET’S GET STARTED
• Rally your students – designate a student
ambassador to engage the student body
• Rally your teachers – designate a teacher
ambassador to support student initiatives
• Rally your community – work with your parent
council to get the community engaged!
• Visit meaganswalk.com to learn more about the
work we do, as well as the families and researchers
impacted by fundraising efforts

STRENGTHEN SCHOOL SPIRIT
THROUGH FUNDRAISING
Fundraising efforts are helping children and doctors

today and tomorrow. Little by little, a little becomes a lot.

1) Host a Music Night or Talent Show

Get students and teachers together and host a fun night of
entertainment. Sell front row seats for a premium.

2) Wacky Hair Day
Go to school with the craziest hair ever, all
for a good cause.

3) Origami Crane Making
Sharpen your artistic skills by learning how to make
origami cranes. Organize a student crane making
race and include donations for participation

4) Host a Bake Sale

Bake the coolest cookies, cakes or cupcakes and host a bake
sale.

WE CAN HELP
Our team will work with your school and demonstrate
how our school program can complement your
curriculum:
• We can provide event management support
• We can engage the school community with a
presentation at a student assembly
• We can provide support to student leaders who
have volunteered to lead the initiative
“Attending a Meagan’s Walk event at St. Bruno, I
was inspired by the students’ passion, and realized
that even the smallest communities can make a
difference.”
- Evelyn Ligias, Parent of Meagan’s Walk Hero Victoria

“Without the support of Meagan’s Walk over the
last decade, we would not be considered the
top paediatric brain tumour research centre
in the world.”
- Dr. Christian Smith, BTRC
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5) Popsicle Day

Buy popsicles for the school and charge $2 each.
Donate the amount made to Meagan’s Walk.



THE STORY BEHIND THE CRANE

Our School Program was inspired by the school community at Our
Lady of Sorrows, who rallied around Meagan and her family with an
outpouring of caring and actions of support.
The students quietly began making handmade origami cranes with
the hope of reaching 1000. Having surpassed their goal, on a special
spring day, students gathered around Meagan in circles of hope to
hand their special cranes to her. Each crane carried a personal
message on its wings. This moment would become the catalyst for our
school program.
The photo on the left is of Meagan and her sister, Sarah Grace,
accepting the handmade origami cranes.

OUR CRANE CEREMONY
Every April, Meagan’s Walk hosts the Crane Ceremony, marking the
launch of the signature Meagan’s Walk & Hug event.
At this ceremony, dedicated students from partnering schools across
Toronto present thousands of handmade origami cranes to Meagan’s
Walk Heroes, who are facing brain tumours.
This event honours the childen who need our support. It is a powerful
ceremony that touches the hearts of all who are present.
“Meagan's Walk makes me feel loved and supported.”

CONTACT OUR SCHOOL TEAM
schools@meaganswalk.com
416.239.7843
3273 Bloor Street West, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario M8X 1E2
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- Jess, Meagan’s Walk Hero

Meagan’s Walk inspires and empowers students to know that their
efforts make a difference in the lives of others who need them. In
my school experience, schools across Ontario readily embrace the
caring and compassionate Meagan’s Walk message of hope.”
- Geoffrey Grant, Former Superintendent of TCDSB

