MEAGAN’S WALK NEWSLETTER SUMMER 2018
A LETTER FROM
OUR FOUNDER
17 YEARS STRONG - THANK YOU!
MEAGAN’S WALK & HUG
We did it! Thousands of us joined
hands to form our largest Hug
ever around the hospital on
Mother’s Day weekend. Our
embrace broke records and
raised over $505,000. Having
now contributed over $5.4
million to paediatric brain
tumour research, we support the
Brain Tumour Research Centre
to provide improvements in
treatment and care of children
who have this disease.
The 17th Meagan’s Walk & Hug
day was full of love and hope.
What started as a cold overcast
morning turned into a warm
sunny day. The clouds parted

as our Meagan’s Walk Heroes
counted down to start the Walk.
This year, we were grateful to
have Mayor John Tory join Denise
Bebenek, Founder, and Tyler,
Meagan’s Walk Hero, as they cut
the ribbon. Notably, Mayor Tory
officially announced that May 12,
2018 is Paediatric Brain Tumour
Day in Toronto.
Thank you to all the team
captains, participants and
volunteers for making the 17th
Walk & Hug a grand success.
Together we walked, together
we hugged. And together, we
are making our simple message
heard:

To every child and every family fighting a brain tumour, you’re not alone.

Together We Hug! This was the theme
for the 2018 Meagan’s Walk and Hug.
All that makes Meagan’s Walk and
Hug a success is due to our effort as a
community. Our Meagan’s Walk families
and participants, our Partners, and, of
course, the devoted support of many
volunteers!
Earlier this year, Meagan’s Walk was
able to fund 8 brain tumour research
projects, all focused on improving
outcomes for young brain tumour
patients. In late June, SickKids
welcomed the 4th Meagan’s Walk
Neuro-oncology Fellow, Dr. Lorena
Baroni who comes to Canada from
Buenos Aires, Argentina.
Part of what sets Meagan’s Walk apart
is that all your donations are directed
to fund these research efforts. Our
corporate and community partners
are a vital part of the Meagan’s Walk
community: their contributions provide
for the operational costs.
Perhaps you, or someone you know,
would be interested in becoming
partners with Meagan’s Walk? There
is a number of benefits that Meagan’s
Walk offers our partners. Their support
helps ensure that your donations to
Meagan’s Walk have the biggest impact
possible.
My thanks to all. I look forward to
working with you as we move towards
the 18th Annual Meagan’s Walk and Hug
next May.

Denise Bebenek
Founder, Meagan’s Walk
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IN MEMORIAM

JADYN SCHILL
2003 – 2018

Jadyn was diagnosed with a brain tumour, Anaplastic
Ependymoma, when she was 5 ½ years old. She went
through treatment – surgery, chemo, and radiation- but
the tumour returned. Over the years, Jadyn endured
many surgeries and more radiation than any other child
in Canada. After conventional treatments were given, the
tumour persisted. Jadyn was put on different trials, which
gave her more time with her family and friends.
When allowed to travel, Jadyn loved to go to Disneyland
Park, California, and other warm places. She loved
meeting celebrities and considered actors Kim Coates
BFF #1 and Billy Baldwin BFF #2. Of course, she had many
lesser-known friends, and they all miss her.
Jadyn was bubbly and bold and would not take no for
an answer – not for anything. She went into each surgery
with a smile and kept that positive attitude for radiation
and chemo. She loved Meagan’s Walk and spoke on
behalf of the other ambassadors on many occasions.
Spreading awareness about paediatric brain tumours and
childhood cancer was very important to Jadyn, and she
accomplished that with the help of her mom, Christie,
who was always by Jadyn’s side.
Jadyn passed away on March 6, 2018.
At her surprise 15th birthday party, shortly before
she passed away, Jadyn was asked who her favourite
superheroes were. She quickly responded with, “Me,
myself, and I!” That was Jadyn, a.k.a. SuperGirl.
Submitted by
Karen Haas
Meagan’s Walk Volunteer- Family Connector
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Bloor Animal Hospital

Bloor Animal Hospital hosted a bake
sale and pet teddy bear toy sale with
all proceeds going to Meagan’s Walk.

Salon Allure Spa

Salon Allure Spa in Etobicoke
has been a strong supporter
and community partner
of Meagan’s Walk for over
10 years. In May, Salon
Allure Spa raised funds for
Meagan’s Walk through salon
retail purchase donations.

Queen’s Pasta
Queen’s Pasta has created
Star Shape Ravioli Pasta
and $1 from every
package purchased
supports Meagan’s Walk.
This campaign began in
December 2017, and we’ve heard nothing
but rave reviews from our members about
the pasta. Look for the specially marked
packages with the Meagan’s Walk logo. The
pasta is available at their retail location at
66 Newcastle Street in Etobicoke.

SAVE IT FORWARD!
supporting Meagan’s Walk through Save It Forward, with
Meagan’s Walk as their neighbourhood charity partner.

Thanks to Rob’s No Frills, 748 The Queensway, and Jim’s No Frills,
1020 Islington Avenue, for supporting Meagan’s Walk as one of
their charities of choice in the Save It Forward campaign.

Each participating store location has three charity
partners. As more participating store locations select
Meagan’s Walk as a “charity of choice”, awareness about
Meagan’s Walk will be raised as well as funds raised in
support of our mission.

This campaign gives customers the opportunity to use
Save It Forward coupon offers in-store, on the shelf, on
displays or coupon boards. When purchasing the items
featured on the Save It Forward coupons, the customer
redeems half the coupon to save on select grocery store
purchases, while at the same time, the other half of the
coupon generates a donation to the featured charity! The
donation is at no cost to you, the customer.

Speak to your local Loblaw Company store participating
location, and tell them about Meagan’s Walk, and your
commitment to this organization. Ask them to please
consider Meagan’s Walk as a featured charity for their
Save It Forward campaign. As a customer, your voice
makes a difference! Let them know how important
Meagan’s Walk is for you, your family, and the community!

At the end of the Save It Forward campaign period,
the participating store locations donation coupons are
counted, and a cheque is issued to the partner charities.

Meagan’s Walk can supply some information about
our organization that you can share with the store
management to help them understand how their support
will make a difference. And don’t forget to encourage
them to visit meaganswalk.com.

The Save It Forward campaign runs on a regularly
scheduled basis, throughout the calendar year at Loblaw
Company stores.
How can you help?
You can support the Save It Forward campaigns during
your regular shopping trips. Look for this Save It Forward
( see example above) banner in your community stores.
For example, in the Meagan’s Walk office neighbourhood,
Jim’s No Frills and Rob’s No Frills have been generously
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Spread the word!
Tell your neighbours, friends, family members and
colleagues about Save It Forward. Ask them to advocate
on behalf of Meagan’s Walk, so that more participating
Loblaw store locations will consider Meagan’s Walk as one
of their featured charities!
Post! Share! Tweet! Make sure you spread the word
through social media too! Your support makes a
difference!

#meaganswalk

CALL TO ACTION
EXCITING VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
School Program Chair

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
For more information about partnerships with
Meagan’s Walk, please email Operations Manager
Justine Mallah at jmallah@meaganswalk.com.

Gravenhurst Opera House
Summer season
wrap- up concert in
support of
Meagan’s Walk.

We are seeking a Chair for the School Program, a vital
and powerful component of Meagan’s Walk. The Chair
will lead a Committee with the mandate to foster
existing relationships with the school community,
conduct presentations, and expand the program
through outreach efforts.
With the theme ‘Kids Helping Kids,’ our school program
encourages leadership and compassion as students
make a difference for families facing brain tumours.
Each year, over a dozen schools hold their own
Meagan’s Hug and other initiatives to raise funds in
support of research.

Reserve tickets
online!

Or call the Box Office:
Toll-Free 1-888-495-8888.

Sunwing Vacations Package Winner

The posting for the role can be found at
meaganswalk.com/volunteer

Congratulations to Jessie Paschek,
winner of the trip for two to Cuba
from Sunwing Vacations and Ocean
by H10 Hotels! Jessie is Mom to
Meagan’s Walk Hero, Kohen, and
Captain of Team Kohen.

Any Questions? Contact Liz Buckingham by sending an
email to volunteers@meaganswalk.com.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

When Kohen was 2 years old, he had a tumour that
occupied over 35% of his brain and had a very minimal
chance of beating it. Three years later, Kohen has
completed senior kindergarten and is doing well!
Team Kohen has participated in Meagan’s Walk for the past
3 years. Congratulations to this well deserving family!

Denise Bebenek Nominated for Honorary Award

Meagan’s Walk is pleased to announce that
Denise Bebenek, Founder of Meagan’s Walk, is to be
the recipient of the 2019 Rotary Club of Toronto West’s
Lifetime Achievement Award. Denise will receive the
award at the Rotary Youth Impact Awards gala on
January 25, 2019. Tickets will be available in September.
To learn more about the Rotary Club of Toronto West:
Click here.
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CONTACT US
416.239.7843
info@meaganswalk.com
3273 Bloor Street West, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario M8X 1E2
Thank you to Meagan’s Walk newsletter volunteers,
Debbie Tong & Blair Day.
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