MEAGAN’S WALK NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2018
TOGETHER WE HUG!
What thread links the
Meagan’s Walk community together?
Hope changes everything.

Rotary Club Youth Impact Awards

January 25, 2019

Please join us at the Rotary Club - Toronto West 20th Annual Youth Impact
Awards Dinner - Friday, January 25, 2019 at the Old Mill Inn.
The Rotary Club is hosting this special event to celebrate the contribution
of community leaders, and is honouring Denise Bebenek and her
inspirational effort and success, as the Founder and driving force behind
Meagan’s Walk: Creating a Circle of Hope.
The highlight of the evening is the presentation of a Lifetime
Achievement Award to Denise, who will also be the keynote speaker for
the guests.
By partnering with Meagan’s Walk at this celebratory event, Rotary Club Toronto West expands its own reach but also helps Denise to ensure the
success of Meagan’s Walk. Rotary Club - Toronto West will be presenting
Meagan’s Walk with a generous contribution in support of the
Meagan’s Walk organization.
Learn more about the Rotary Club of Toronto West.

BUY TICKETS
When you have purchased your tickets, please let us know, and if you
wish, the Rotary Club will help to ensure that you are seated near or with
other guests who are part of the Meagan’s Walk community. And should
you wish to purchase tickets, but you cannot attend yourself,
Meagan’s Walk will gladly give your tickets to a family that is directly
affected by a brain tumour, so they can attend the event on your behalf.
We look forward to seeing you at the winter event in support of
Meagan’s Walk!
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Together We Hug!

Everything we do and achieve at
Meagan’s Walk is because we are
united. Our community shares a
common thread; a community in
which we support each other as we
walk this path.
My initial vision of Meagan’s Walk
came to me as I walked a path
that, as a parent, I could not have
imagined. And I knew that no
parent, no family should have to
walk this path alone.
The holiday season can be a trying
time, and for families affected by
devastating circumstances, such
as a serious illness, the glitter and
“jolly” messages can fly in the face
of all you feel inside.
I recall too well the heavy heart,
the terrible sadness. And I
hope that in some way you take
comfort in knowing that you are
part of the Meagan’s Walk Hug,
this community that is drawn
together and determined to make
a difference.
My thanks for your continued
support and compassion. I send my
warmest wishes to you, your family
and friends, for a peaceful holiday
season.

Denise Bebenek
Founder, Meagan’s Walk

#meaganswalk

HEROES
MADDIE, OUR GRANDCHILD

Over the last few years, our grandchildren, Madison and
Kayla camped with us during the last week of August. The
girls always enjoyed being with their grandparents; as we
were thrilled to have them with us.
In late August 2013, we took the girls to Six Mile Lake
Provincial Park just north of Barrie, where the girls hiked
and swam and walked my Seeing Eye dog, Nancy. Best
times were story telling around the camp fire. Their stories
were lengthy and included elaborate skits for Joan and
me. Madison was the narrator, while Kayla acted. These
were most enjoyable days for us.
Soon after this, on September 5, 2013, Saundra, who
had noticed Madison experiencing balance and neck
problems, decided to take her to the doctor. The news
was not good and resulted in a hospital visit with eventual
diagnosis of Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG).
Madison loved life and respected people. Her motto was
“Live every moment”. A delightful person, she could light
up a room with her cheery smile and positive attitude.
Everyone loved her: peers at school, Girl Guides and
cousins.
Joan and I saw Madison as very spiritual. She was always
proud to let others know how much her faith meant to
her.

After Madison’s diagnosis the whole family rallied around
to help and to support Doug, Saundra, Madison and Kayla.
Friends in Oakville organized meals for the Costantini
family. The meals were so well organized that Doug and
Saundra had a menu for the week.
For the remaining nine months of her life, Madison
continued to be as positive and upbeat as possible. She
cheered people up around her. Madison truly lived up to
her motto. She died on June 7, 2014.
As parents and grandparents, Joan and I were
overwhelmed. We wanted to be strong for our family but
our own emotions sometimes let us down. We sought
professional counselling for a number of weeks to help us
understand our feelings as well as the emotional trauma
our family was living through.
Our family participated with Madison in Meagan’s Walk
2014, and has been part of the Walk and Hug every year
since. We all know that being part of Meagan’s Walk and
Hug is a very emotional experience. We all have our own
reasons for doing the Walk. We provide support and
understanding and receive it back. Joan and I are totally
committed to Meagan’s Walk and all it symbolizes and
stands for in each family.
			

Don and Joan Roszmann

Madison loved her parents and sister with a passion. They
were the ones who helped shape Madison into the loving,
inspiring person that everyone loved and respected.
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MEAGAN’S WALK
IN THE SCHOOLS

TOBIN HAAS
Meagan’s Walk Hero

WELCOME KARA

We are excited to welcome Kara Simpson to our School Program team.
Kara comes to us with over 15 years of corporate leadership experience
and has been a long time supporter of Meagan’s Walk. She will be
heading up our school team while focused on growing our program
and sharing our hug with more schools and students. Our long time
supporter, Halina Olgonek, will continue to be a part of the school
team and support Kara with a specific focus on the Crane Ceremony.

2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR

Our 2019 activity planning is underway and the calendar is filling
up fast. We anticipate building some new relationships, partnering
with some longstanding supporters, like De La Salle College, the
Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB), while welcoming back
some recent participants including Northern Secondary School. The
Meagan’s Walk school program is a great way to get students involved
in their communities while teaching leadership, compassion and
empathy within the spirit of Kids helping Kids.

Having recently celebrated his 19th
birthday (Happy Birthday Tobin!) we
thought it would be great to share an
update about Meagan’s Walk Hero,
Tobin Haas.
Tobin was diagnosed with Anaplastic
Ependymoma in June 2002, at the
age of 2 1/2 years. The tumour was
in his brain stem and cerebellum. He
had surgeries, chemo, and radiation
all before he turned 3.
In 2003, Tobin and his family
participated in Meagan’s Walk for
the first time, and have participated
every year since.

NEW in 2019

There are some exciting new things in store for our students in 2019.
We will introduce a signature crane bracelet to help with fundraising
activities in the schools and community. Additionally, we are excited
to be partnered with Young People’s Theatre this year and will be
hosting our Crane Ceremony in their beautiful facilities.

If you are interested in organizing a HUG in your school or would like
some fundraising ideas you can download the school package here or
reach out to us at schools@meaganswalk.com.
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Tobin faced recurrence in 2005 and
was treated with surgery and 18
months of chemo, which meant he
was on chemo for his 6th and 7th
birthdays.
Another recurrence in 2009 was
treated with surgery and 30 full brain
and spine radiation treatments.
He has side effects from treatment,
but Tobin is currently pursuing his
dream of becoming a paediatric
nurse. He is in the Faculty of Nursing
at the University of Calgary, in second
year. He is also on the Varsity Rowing
team!

#meaganswalk

CALL TO ACTION
HOLIDAY GIVING

During the holidays, many search for meaningful gifts
that will be appreciated as they “keep giving”, making a
lasting difference for the community as a whole.
A community based organization, Meagan’s Walk
strives to share the message of hope and to raise
awareness about paediatric brain tumours, which have
such devastating effects on children and families. This
all requires a year round effort!
Together we have raised more than $5.4 million, for
much needed research, and this is changing the course
of care for young brain tumour patients everywhere,
and improving outcomes too.
For the holiday season, please consider making a gift
that helps change lives. A donation to Meagan’s Walk
can make a true difference!

DONATE

Volunteer With Meagan’s Walk
Are you or anyone you know looking for an opportunity
to give back, make a difference and work with an
enthusiastic and energized team? Check out the
Get Involved tab on the Meagan’s Walk website for
current volunteer opportunities in the School Program,
Partnership and Communications Teams? If you don’t
see the right opportunity now, please bookmark this link
and check back frequently as new volunteer roles will be
added as they become available.
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Brain tumours are the leading cause of cancer related
death in children and young people up to the age
of 20 years. Meagan’s Walk has directed more than
$5 million to research. These funds are resulting in
breakthroughs in the understanding of the underlying
causes of brain tumours; and the discovery of new
therapeutic approaches that can be translated rapidly
to the care of patients and help improve outcomes.

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Partnerships sustain Meagan’s Walk, helping to ensure
that all donation dollars can be directed to research.
Partners can showcase their brand at the Meagan’s Walk
signature public event, expand their brand footprint
onto meaganswalk.com, and with the Meagan’s Walk
community through social media. And Partnership is a
great way to engage your employee teams in a spirited
and well- loved cause! Read the Meagan’s Walk 2018
Impact Report.
Download our Partnership Package to learn how to
become involved with Meagan’s Walk
For more information about Partnership please contact
Meagan’s Walk at info@meaganswalk.com.

CONTACT US
416.239.7843
info@meaganswalk.com
3273 Bloor Street West, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario M8X 1E2
Thank you to Meagan’s Walk newsletter volunteers,
Debbie Tong & Blair Day.

#meaganswalk

