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John 15:13 ESV
Greater love has no one than this, that
someone lay down his life for his friends.
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Sundays, June 5 through August 28:
8:00 a.m. Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Divine Service

6:00 p.m. Divine Service (spoken liturgy)

Exception is “Picnic Sunday” June 12
8:00 a.m. Divine Service at St. John's
10:00 a.m. Divine Service at Linne Woods
There will be no 6:00 p.m. service
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DISCRIMINATION:
Supreme Court to hear dlscnmmanon case involving church ulayground Y

hy Mor Dnlm

he U.S. Supreme Court announced Jan.

15 that it will hear a case concerning a
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod church
preschool to determine if a state’s barring of
the church from a government aid program is
unconstitutional.

While the LCMS is not a party to the litiga-
tion, Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) attor-
neys are representing Trinity Lutheran Church
in Columbia, Mo., in Trinity Lutheran Church
of Columbia v. Pauley, which came about after

OTHER CASES TO WATCH

Geneva College v. Burwell and Southern
Nazarene University v. Burwell:

Several Christian universities have filed

suit against the federal mandate that forces
employers to cover abortion-inducing drugs,
sterilization and contraception under threat
of heavy penalties.

These cases have been consolidated with
other similar filings, including The Little
Sisters of the Poor Home for the Aged v.
Burwell, to be heard by the U.S. Supreme
Court in the coming months.

For developments in these cases, visit
supremecourt.govy.
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every state should
: understand that the

i huge implications

: Trlnity sought to participate in the 2012

i Playground Scrap Tire Surface Material
i Grant Program to resurface its playgrounds :
i with the safer, recycled tire products pro- ~ :
i vided by the supposedly neutral program.

The Missouri Department of Natural

¢ Resources later decided Trinity’s learning
i center was ineligible for the program —

i adetermination purportedly made on

i an interpretation of a state-constitution

i provision prohibiting government aid to

i religion.

ADF attorneys contend the caseis a

i question of whether states can exhibit

i “hostility to religion” by barring church-
i esfrom state aid programs solely

i because they are religious
i organizations. They say

i such discrimination vio-
i lates the Free Exercise

i and Equal Protection

i Clauses of the First

i Amendment.

“Missouri and

for state constitutional provisions across the
nation that treat religious Americans and
organizations as inferiors solely because of
their religious identity”

“This case represents the tendency of
some government agencies and certain
advocacy groups to use expansive defini-
tions of ‘the establishment clause and state
constitution versions of it, against people of
faith,” said LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew
C. Harrison. “We pray the Supreme Court
will rule for the safety of children regardless
of where their parents choose to send them
for school”

For the full article, visit blogs.lcms.
org/2016/court-to-hear-hostility-
case

Roger Drinnon (Toger.
drinnon@lcms.org) is

director of Editorial

Services and Media

Relations for LCMS
= Communications.
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