Celebrating 141 years of God’s Blessings
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE TODAY...
Before we begin, please:
+ Sign in the “Fellowship Pad”, and pass it down your pew. Both
visitors and members are asked to fill in their information. You can
do this before the service, or during the offering.
+ Place ribbon bookmarks at the page for liturgy, and one of the
hymns in Lutheran Service Book.
+ Place ribbon bookmarks at the pages of the Scripture readings
in the pew Bibles, if you wish to follow along.
+ Introduce yourself to our Pastor, if it’s your first time with us; and
all are encouraged to greet and get to know their fellow worshipers.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In Holy Communion, we joyfully receive Christ’s Body & Blood for our
forgiveness, life, and salvation. In participating, we publicly confess
our unity in Christ’s Body, and a harmony of teaching and practice.
Congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have
promised to practice close communion. Guests who desire to
commune with us for the first time are asked to speak with the
pastor before the service, to answer any questions you may
have. You may also wish to review Luther’s “Christian Questions
with Their Answers,” on pp. 329-330 in Lutheran Service Book, and
refer to the “Before worship” and “Before communing” prayers inside
the front cover of LSB.
If you are not in fellowship with our Synod, you are invited to come
forward for a blessing. Simply indicate that by folding your arms over
your heart while at the communion rail.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

GOD’S WORD TODAY
The Gospel Call Goes Out to All
Wisdom has issued an invitation to the divine feast: “Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed. Leave your simple ways, and live, and
walk in the way of insight” (Prov. 9:5–6). This is the call of the Spirit of
Christ to believe the Gospel and to receive His saving gifts in the Holy
Supper. Many make excuses and reject this invitation, even as the Jews did
in the days of Jesus, yet the Master’s house will be filled. The Gospel call
therefore goes out to the lowly and despised, into the highways, even to all
the Gentiles (Luke 14:15–24). For “you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13–22). In Christ, believing
Jews and Gentiles are no longer strangers but fellow members of the
household of God. The enmity of class and race is put to death through the
cross. Having been reconciled in the one Body of Christ, we are enabled to
love one another (1 John 3:13–18) as we await the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom which will have no end.

INTROIT
My soul magni- I fies the Lord,*
and my spirit rejoices in God my I Savior.
My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted I in the LORD.
My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in your
sal- I vation.
There is none holy like the LORD; there is none be- I sides you;*
there is no rock I like our God.
The LORD makes poor and I makes rich;*
he brings low and he I exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the I
ash heap*
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of I honor.
For the pillars of the earth are I the LORD’s,*
and on them he has I set the world.
My soul magni- I fies the Lord,*
and my spirit rejoices in God my I Savior.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Almighty God, You chose the virgin Mary to be the mother of Your Son
and made known through her Your gracious regard for the poor and lowly
and despised. Grant that we may receive Your Word in humility and faith,
and so be made one with Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
STEWARDSHIP SENTENCES FROM SYNOD
“Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner
who repents." Jesus eats with sinners not so that they will remain stuck in
their sins, but so that they will come to know His love and repent. To
repent means to turn, that is, to turn away from sin and toward Jesus in
faith. Whether the sin we struggle with is pride, greed, doubt, etc., the Lord
calls us to turn to Him again in faith and away from our sin.
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY - Luke 15:1–10 or 11–32 (July 2)
“It cannot happen that he who is filled with his own righteousness can be
filled with the righteousness of God, who fills none but the hungry and the
thirsty. Therefore he who is sated with his own truth and wisdom is
incapable of receiving the truth and wisdom of God, which can be received
only in an empty and destitute heart. Hence let us say to God: ‘O how
willingly we are empty that Thou mayest dwell in us!’” LW 25:204
Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition
(56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1955–1986).
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