Celebrating 142 years of God’s Blessings
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP HERE TODAY... Before we
begin, please:
T Sign in the “Fellowship Pad”, and pass it down your pew. Both visitors
and members are asked to fill in their information. You can do this before
the service, or during the offering.
T Place ribbon bookmarks at the page for liturgy, and one of the hymns in
Lutheran Service Book.
T Place ribbon bookmarks at the pages of the Scripture readings in the
pew Bibles, if you wish to follow along.
T Introduce yourself to our Pastor, if it’s your first time with us; and all are
encouraged to greet and get to know their fellow worshipers.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

In Holy Communion, we joyfully receive Christ’s Body & Blood for our
forgiveness, life, and salvation. In participating, we publicly confess our unity
in Christ’s Body, and a harmony of teaching and practice. Congregations of
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have promised to practice close
communion. Guests who desire to commune with us for the first time are
asked to speak with the pastor before the service, to answer any
questions you may have. You may also wish to review Luther’s “Christian
Questions with Their Answers,” on pp. 329-330 in Lutheran Service Book, and
refer to the “Before worship” and “Before communing” prayers inside the front
cover of LSB.
If you are not in fellowship with our Synod, you are invited to come forward for
a blessing. Simply indicate that by folding your arms over your heart while at
the communion rail.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

GOD’S WORD TODAY
The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep
Our Lord Jesus is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11-16). He is not like the
hireling, who cares nothing for the sheep and only for himself, who flees when
he sees the wolf coming. Rather, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who seeks out
His scattered sheep to deliver them (Ezek. 34:11-16). He gathers them and
feeds them in rich pasture. He binds up the broken and strengthens the sick.
He lays down His life for wandering and wayward sheep. On the cross, Christ
bore in His body and attacks of the predator of sin and death and the devil for
you that you might be saved. He now lives to restore your soul in the still
waters of baptism, to lead you in the paths of righteousness by the voice of
His Gospel, to prepare the table of His holy supper before you, that you may
dwell in the house of the Lord forever (Psalm 23). “For you were straying like
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls”
(1Peter 2:25).
ALTAR FLOWERS decorating the altar are placed by the Carol Reid in memory
of Helen Georgevitch’s birthday and by the Board of Christian Education in
honor of the many volunteers that help make St. John’s a wonderful place.

INTROIT

Ps. 33:1, 19-20: antiphon: Ps. 33:5b,6a

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.*
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia.
Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!*
Praise befits the | upright.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,*
on those who hope in his | steadfast love,
that he may deliver their | soul from death*
and keep them alive in | famine.
Our soul waits | for the LORD;*
he is our help | and our shield.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.*
By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia.

ALLELUIA VERSE

Luke 24:35b; John 10:14

Alleluia. The Lord was known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Alleluia. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me. Alleluia.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen
world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of
everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

STEWARDSHIP SENTENCES FROM SYNOD
“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.” What
does it mean to know the Lord? It starts with being known by the Lord:
He claims us as His own and calls us by name. Then, once we are His,
we learn to know Him … and in knowing Him we learn to imitate Him.
And that is how the Christian life of good works and generosity grows
from the Lord’s grace.
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p.666
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p.199
Nunc Dimittis
BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN
p. 740
“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
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