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News and reviews from the Internet 

Don’t forget…Please let us know if you 

would like to be notified of new YA books.  An email with new titles can be 

sent to you. 

Between the Blade and the Heart (#1 in the Valkyrie series) – Fantasy – by Amanda 

Hocking T/HOC 

Blade Runner meets Game of Thrones in Between the Blade and the Heart, a gripping 

story of love and revenge from Amanda Hocking, author of the Trylle trilogy and the 

Kanin Chronicles. 

Malin is a Valkyrie-in-training.  It's her responsibility to slay immortals, returning them 

to the afterlife to maintain balance in the world. She also struggles to maintain balance 

in her own life - between her studies, her duties as a Valkyrie and her conflicting 

feelings for her ex-girlfriend. 

But when a beguiling stranger breaks into her home on a quest for vengeance, Malin's carefully balanced 

life falls apart. Asher is hunting the rogue immortal who murdered his mother, and he thinks Malin may 

have information.  Her loyalties are tested, as she uncovers a betrayal that unravels everything she thought 

she knew. And she must decide if helping the mysterious Asher enact his revenge is worth the risk - to the 

world, and to her heart. 

Lullaby (#2 in the Watersong series) – Fantasy – by Amanda Hocking T/HOC 

Gemma tried not to hate them, but it was just too little, and way too late. Gemma 

had to disappear with Penn, Lexi and Thea after a night of incredible violence on 

the island. She can still barely come to terms with her new affinity with the ocean 

- and the siren powers that go with it. Now she's been transformed, Gemma has 

no choice but to leave all she loves behind, including Alex. She swears she won't 

lose her humanity, but the call of the sea is maddening and compulsive.  

Harper won't give up on her missing sister. The search draws her closer than she'd 

like to bohemian Daniel, but she could really use his help. They'd almost given up, 

until a small news item tells of a horrific murder in a nearby beach town, and Harper thinks she's found the 

deadly circle. But can Gemma's curse be reversed - and what if she doesn't want to come home? 

!ƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ōȅ !ƳŀƴŘŀ IƻŎƪƛƴƎΧΧ 

Ice Kissed (#2 in the Kanin Chronicles) – Fantasy by Amanda Hocking T/HOC 

Bryn Aven is still struggling with her burgeoning relationship with Ridley. She's also set on completing her 

mission to find the missing Skojare Queen. But when they do finally discover what happened, Bryn finds 

out that things are much more complicated than she'd originally thought.  
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And as she gets closer to the truth, Bryn is framed for the murder of the Kanin King himself. She ends up on 

the run, as home holds too few answers and no solutions. 

Akarnae (#1 in the Medoran Chronicles) – Fantasy – by Australian Author Lynette 

Noni T/NON  

With just one step, sixteen-year-old Alexandra Jennings’ world changes—literally. 

Dreading her first day at a new school, Alex is stunned when she walks through a 

doorway and finds herself stranded in Medora, a fantasy world full of 

impossibilities. Desperate to return home, she learns that only a man named 

Professor Marselle can help her… but he’s missing. 

While waiting for him to reappear, Alex attends Akarnae Academy, Medora’s 

boarding school for teenagers with extraordinary gifts. She soon starts to enjoy her 

bizarre new world and the friends who embrace her as one of their own, but strange things are happening 

at Akarnae, and Alex can’t ignore her fear that something unexpected… something sinister… is looming. 

An unwilling pawn in a deadly game, Alex’s shoulders bear the crushing weight of an entire race’s survival. 

Only she can save the Medorans, but what if doing so prevents her from ever returning home? 

Will Alex risk her entire world—and maybe even her life—to save Medora? 

Raella (#2 in the Medoran Chronicles) – Fantasy – by Australian Author Lynette 

Noni T/NON  

"Life is full of crossroads, Alex. Full of choices." Returning for another year at 

Akarnae Academy with her gifted friends, Alexandra Jennings steps back through a 

doorway into Medora, the fantasy world full of impossibilities. Despite the magical 

wonder of Medora, Alex's life remains threatened by Aven Dalmarta, the banished 

prince from the Lost City of Meya who is out for her blood. To protect the 

Medorans from Aven's quest to reclaim his birthright, Alex and her friends seek out 

the ancient Meyarin city and what remains of its immortal race. Not sure who--or 

perhaps what--she is anymore, all Alex knows is that if she fails to keep Aven from 

reaching Meya, the lives of countless Medorans will be in danger. Can she protect 

them, or will all be lost? 

Zom-B Goddess (#12 Zom-B series) Horror Action from Darren Shan T/SHA 

The final, heartstopping instalment from master of horror, Darren Shan. 

What will become of B Smith? And is apocalypse nigh?! 

'It's been a ride worthy of an apocalypse, and Mr Darren Shan has given us 

another crazy collection of novels that inspire and intrigue' Bookblog Bonanza 

Where can you turn when you've run out of options?  What card can you play 

when the deck's stacked against you? Is there any hope in a world of the 

lost? 

Double-crossed again, B is confused, enraged and broken. But the battle isn't 

over. The end is nigh, but there are plenty of horrors to come. And who will survive? The zombies? The 

humans? Or worse . . .' 
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'Zom-B Goddess doesn't disappoint. We get another huge twist, another big moment for B to shine and a 

suitably mind-blowing ending to a series that has made me gasp in shock at least once per book.' So Many 

Books, So Little Time 

'This last instalment of Darren Shan's zombie series is epic. It's as full of graphic gore as you could wish, has 

a plot twist on every other page, and includes the biggest battle of the sequence yet.' The Bookbag 

'Wow. I did NOT see that ending coming. Even down to the wire, Shan's got tons of 

surprises up his sleeve, and he deploys them by the megaton.' Reader, Writer, Fanbo 

The Port of Peril (Fighting Fantasy series…Choose Your Own) by Ian Livingstone 

T/LIV 

In this brand new addition to the multi-million-copy-selling Fighting Fantasy series, 

you - the hero - must travel all over Allansia - from old haunts Darkwood Forest to 

Port Blacksand - on a dangerous quest. What starts as a treasure hunt soon takes a 

darker turn, with the potential return of the most terrifying foe of the original books, 

Zanbar Bone, on the increasingly dark horizon. 

The Warlock of Firetop Mountain (Fighting Fantasy series…Choose Your Own) by 

Ian Livingstone T/LIV 

PART STORY, PART GAME - PURE ADVENTURE! Are YOU brave enough to take on 

the monsters and magic of Firetop Mountain?' The powerful warlock Zagor must 

be slain - but first you'll need to make it through the caverns of his mountain 

stronghold. Many adventurers before you have taken a wrong 

turn in the maze and perished at the hands and claws of the 

Warlock's gruesome servants. step up, hero, it's time to fight! 

Sherlock – A Study in Pink – Graphic Novel from Steven Moffat & Mark Gatiss T/GRA 

Holmes and Watson tackle brain-teasing crimes in modern-day London in this stunning 

Manga, presented in its original right-to-left reading order, and in the full chapters as 

originally serialized Meet Holmes and Watson for the first time... all over again. 

More Food Wars - #20 in the Graphic Novel Series T/GRA 

An action-packed, saucy food comedy featuring one boy's determination to be top 

chef!  

Soma Yukihira's old man runs a small family restaurant in the less savoury end of 

town. Aiming to one day surpass his father's culinary prowess, Soma hones his skills 

day in and day out until one day, out of the blue, his father decides to enrol Soma in a 

classy culinary school Can Soma really cut it in a place that prides itself on a 10 percent 

graduation rate? And can he convince the beautiful, domineering heiress of the school 

that he belongs there at all?! 

Soma challenges Eishi Tsukasa for his first seat on the Council of Ten Up against Tsukasa's delicately refined 

technique, Soma highlights his own creativity with a brand-new take on traditional French cuisine. Will he 
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win that coveted seat or lose big and join Central? Even if he does win, Soma won't be out 

of the woods--not when the surviving first-years have just received notice of their biggest 

challenge yet! 

More Sailor Moon with # 12 Graphic Novel T/GRA 

As Galaxia picks off one Sailor Guardian after another, even those of the outer planets, 

Usagi finds new companions to help her fight her most nefarious enemy yet. This new 

edition of Sailor Moon features- - An entirely new, incredibly accurate translation! 

Japanese-style, right-to-left reading! New cover art never before seen in Australia. 

Illegal by Eion Colfer & Andrew Donkin – one boy’s epic journey of hope and survival – 

Graphic Novel – T/GRA 

This is a powerful and timely story about one boy's epic journey across Africa to Europe, a 

graphic novel for all readers with glorious colour artwork throughout.  From Eoin Colfer, 

previously Irish Children's Laureate, and the team behind his bestselling Artemis Fowl 

graphic novels. 

Ebo: alone.  His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, and Ebo knows it can only be 

to make the hazardous journey to Europe. 

Ebo's epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally out to 

the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a reunion with his sister. 

Scythe (#1 in the Arc of Scythe series) Science fiction Thriller by Neal Shusterman 

T/SHU 

In a perfect world, what is there left to fear? A chilling and thought-provoking sci-fi 

novel.  A dark, gripping and witty thriller in which the only thing humanity has control 

over is death.  In a utopian world where humanity has conquered death, it is a 

privilege to kill… but not everybody feels that way. In this deadly YA thriller from Neal 

Shusterman, teenagers Citra and Rowan have been selected to be scythes’ 

apprentices so they can study the art of killing, in order to curb a growing population. 

As Citra and Rowan reluctantly embark on their journey to become scythes, they 

eventually uncover hidden depths of corruption that will leave both their lives hanging precariously in the 

balance. 

With a premise like that plus an absolutely stunning cover you will be hooked right from the start, but 

luckily Schusterman delivers on far more than just cover appeal. Scythe is a captivating and visceral story 

that explores the darker side of utopia, and what it means to be human when the 

limits of life no longer exist. If you’ve been mourning the void left by the Hunger 

Games trilogy, then you absolutely need to give this a read. 

Love, Hate & Other Filters by Samira Ahmed T/AHM 

A romantic and relevant debut about Islamophobia and how it affects the normal 

life of a teenage girl. 

'I don't want something . . . expected. I want to go to film school and be the first 

Indian American to win an Oscar, and then I can meet the One and fall in big, heart-

bursting love, and we'll travel the world, my camera ready to capture our 

adventures.' 
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Maya Aziz dreams of being a film maker in New York. Her family have other ideas. They want her to be a 

dutiful daughter who wears gold jewellery and high heels and trains to be a doctor. But jewellery and heels 

are so uncomfortable . . .She's also caught between the guy she Should like and the guy she DOES like. But 

she doesn't want to let Kareem down and things with Phil would never work out anyway. Would they? 

Then a suicide bomber who shares her last name strikes in a city hundreds of miles away and everything 

changes . . . 

Purple Hearts by Michael Grant (#3 in the Soldier Girl series) T/GRA 

Courage, sacrifice, and fear have lead Rio, Frangie, and Rainy through front-line battles 

in North Africa and Sicily, and their missions are not over. These soldiers and thousands 

of Allies must fight their deadliest battle yet – for their country and their lives – as they 

descend into the freezing water and onto the treacherous sands of Omaha Beach. It is 

June 6, 1944. D-Day has arrived. 

No longer naive recruits, these soldier girls are now Silver Star recipients and battle-

hardened. Others look to them for guidance and confidence, but this is a war that will leave sixty million 

dead. Flesh will turn to charcoal. Piles will be made of torn limbs. The women must find a way to lead while 

holding on to their own last shreds of belief in humanity. 

P is for Pearl by Australian Author Eliza Henry Jones T/JON 

Seventeen-year-old Gwendolyn P. Pearson has become very good at not thinking about 

the awful things that have happened to her family.  She has also become used to 

people talking about her dead mum. Or not talking about her and just looking at Gwen 

sympathetically. 

And it's easy not to think about awful things when there are wild beaches to run along, 

best friends Loretta and Gordon to hang out with - and a stepbrother to take revenge 

on.  But following a strange disturbance at the cafe where she works, Gwen is forced to 

confront what happened to her family all those years ago. And she slowly comes to realise that people 

aren't as they first appear and that like her, everyone has a story to tell. 

'P is for Pearl is a complex, authentic exploration of grief, friendship, mental illness, family and love, 

sensitively written by a writer whose voice will resonate with teen readers.' – Books + Publishing 

The Queen’s Rising – Fantasy by Rebecca Ross T/ROS (Part 1 of a forthcoming trilogy) 

A passionate story of intrigue, deception, truth and survival. Born out of wedlock, Brienna 

is cast off by her noble family and sent to Magnolia House - a boarding house for those 

looking to study the passions: art, music, dramatics, wit and knowledge. Brienna must 

discover her passion and train hard to perfect her skill, in the hope that she will one day 

graduate and be chosen by a wealthy patron, looking to support one of the 

'impassioned'. As Brienna gets closer to the eve of her graduation, she also grows closer 

to her smart (and handsome) tutor, Cartier. He can sense that she is hiding a secret, but 

Brienna chooses not to reveal that she is experiencing memories of her ancestors - memories uncovering 

the mysteries of the past that may have dangerous consequences in the present. A daring plot is brewing - 

to overthrow the usurper king and restore the rightful monarchy - and Brienna's memories hold the key to 

its success. Cartier desperately wants to help Brienna, but she must chose her friends wisely, keep her 

enemies close and trust no one if she is to save herself and her people. 
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Obsidian and Stars – Historical Fantasy by Julie Eshbaugh (#2 in the Ivory & Bone series) 

T/ESH 

After surviving the battle that erupted after Lo and the Bosha clan attacked, now Mya is 

looking ahead to her future with Kol. All the things that once felt so uncertain to her are 

finally falling into place. But the same night as Kol and Mya's betrothal announcement, 

Mya's brother Chev reveals his plan to marry their youngest sister, Lees, to his friend 

Morsk. The only way to avoid this terrible turn of events, Morsk informs Mya when he 

corners her later, is for Mya to take Lees' place and marry him herself. 

Rejecting Morsk's offer, and in an effort to protect her sister, Mya whisks Lees away to a secret island until 

things back home blow over. Mya soon realizes she's been followed, however. Even worse, lurking deep in 

the recesses of this dangerous place are rivals from Mya's past whose thirst for revenge exceeds all reason. 

With the lives of her loved ones resting on her shoulders, Mya must make a move before the enemies of 

her past become the undoing of her future. 

Everlife (#3 in the Everlife trilogy) – Paranormal Romantic Fantasy!!!! By Gena 

Showalter T/SHO 

I've been told history is written by survivors. But I know that isn't always true. My name 

is Tenley Lockwood, and very soon, I'll be dead. This is my story – but the end is only the 

beginning. 

Tenley "Ten" Lockwood has spent the past thirteen months locked inside the Prynne 

Asylum. She's earned her rep as the craziest of crazies, but that doesn't stop the torture. 

Ten can leave, but only if she allows her parents to choose where she'll live – after she 

dies. 

There is an eternal truth most of the world has come to accept: Firstlife is merely a dress rehearsal, and 

real life begins after death. 

In the Everlife, two realms are in power: Troika and Myriad, long time enemies and deadly rivals. Both will 

do anything to recruit Ten, including sending their top Laborers to lure her to their side. Soon, Ten finds 

herself on the run, caught in a wild tug–of–war between the boy she's falling for and 

the realm she wants to support. Who will she choose? Can she stay alive long enough 

to make a decision? 

The Truth About Destiny – Romantic Fantasy (#2 in the Miss Match series) by Crystal 

Cestari T/CES 

Amber Sand has a gift ... she can see anyone's soul mate, just by looking into their 

eyes. Problem is, when Amber gazes at her boyfriend, she sees him getting future 

loved-up with her best friend. 

To make matters worse, Amber has been tasked with helping Iris Chamberlain, a girl who has fallen for a 

mermaid. Iris is planning a dangerous transformation to join her soul mate underwater forever, but she's 

chosen the worst witch imaginable to perform the spell.  With Iris in danger and her own love life looking 

far from happily ever after, there's one question plaguing Amber. Could the Fates be wrong? 
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Deception – Science Fiction by Teri Terry T/TER (# 2 in the Dark Matter series) 

Some lies can't be forgiven ... 

Don't miss this startling second book in a breathtaking new trilogy from Teri Terry, 

queen of the teen thriller and author of the bestselling Slated trilogy. An epidemic is 

sweeping the country. 

You are among the infected. There is no cure, and you cannot be permitted to infect 

others. You are now under quarantine.  The 5% of the infected who survive are 

dangerous and will be taken into the custody of the army. 

As the epidemic spreads, survivors are being hunted like witches, for the authorities fear their strange new 

powers.  Kai is desperate to trace Shay, who tricked him and disappeared. Meanwhile, Shay is searching for 

the truth behind the origins of the epidemic ... but danger finds them wherever they go. Can they outrun 

the fire? 

Draekora (# 3 in the Mendoran Chronicles) by Australian Author Lynette Noni 

T/NON 

With Aven Dalmarta now hiding in the shadows of Meya, Alex is desperate to save 

Jordan and keep the Rebel Prince from taking more lives.  Training day and night to 

master the enhanced immortal blood in her veins, Alex undertakes a dangerous 

Meyarin warrior trial that separates her from those she loves and leaves her stranded 

in a place where nothing is as it should be. 

As friends become enemies and enemies become friends, Alex must decide who to 

trust as powerful new allies-and adversaries-push her towards a future of either 

light... or darkness. 

One way or another, the world will change... 

 Graevale (# 4 in the Mendoran Chronicles) by Australian Author Lynette Noni 

T/NON 

In her third year at Akarnae Academy for the gifted, Alexandra Jennings knows now 

more than ever that there is danger looming over the school campus and beyond. 

To save her newfound home, she must embark on a journey with her friends to unite 

the races of Medora against the rising threat of rebel Prince Aven Dalmarta. From the 

humans of Tryllin, to the Jarnocks of the treetop city Maroo and the Flips of the 

Undersea Islands, Alex appeals to foreign leaders for help in saving the whole of 

Medora. Because if the prince follows through on his promise to purge the land of mortals, everyone 's 

days are numbered. 

Proving the most difficult to convince, however, are the Shadow Walkers, a mysterious and dark-cloaked 

people with grey skin who travel via shadows. They reside in Graevale, a monochromatic city that is both 

day and night, stormy and pleasant. In an effort to warn them of the wars to come, Alex undergoes a 

dangerous testing that risks not only her life, but also all of those in Medora. 

In the novel 's climax, armies collide in Graevale as Aven mounts his attack on Alex and the city. Alex learns 

confronting truths about life, love, trust and sacrifice. Described as a game changer to young adult fiction ', 

Lynette Noni 's Medoran Chronicles continue to impress new and existing fans with Book Four. 
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In this instalment, Lynette explores trust and fidelity within the bounds of good versus evil. As the series 

turns darker, Lynette tests the limits of her protagonist Alexandra Jennings, as an impending menace ivides 

the races of Medora. 

Graevale, like its predecessors in the series, is an unforgettable read. At the heart of these books is 

Alexandra Jennings, a realistic and self-actualised character who inspires and resonates with fans. Alex is a 

twist on the traditional feisty heroine as she trains hard to develop her skills, and while she has a natural 

ability to overcome adversity, she fights to be her best. Alex reminds us that we are allowed to fail, so long 

as we learn from our past and continue to move forward with grace and conviction. 

The Sacrifice Box – Horror story by Martin Stewart T/STE 

An atmospheric, chilling page turner. Sep, Arkle, Mack, Lamb and Hadley- five friends 

thrown together one hot, sultry summer. When they discover an ancient stone box 

hidden in the forest, they decide to each make a sacrifice- something special to them, 

committed to the box for ever. And they make a pact- they will never return to the 

box at night; they'll never visit it alone; and they'll never take back their offerings. 

Four years later, the gang have drifted apart. Then a series of strange and terrifying 

events take place, and Sep and his friends understand that one of them has broken 

the pact. 

As their sacrifices haunt them with increased violence and hunger, they realise that they are not the first 

children to have found the box in their town's history. And ultimately, the box may want the greatest 

sacrifice of all- one of them. 

Ice Wolves - #1 in the Elementals series by Amie Kaufman T/KAU 

Everyone in Vallen knows that ice wolves and scorch dragons are sworn enemies 

who live deeply separate lives.  So when twelve-year-old orphan Anders takes one 

elemental form and his twin sister, Rayna, takes another, he wonders whether they 

are even related. Still, whether or not they're family, Rayna is Anders's only true 

friend. She's nothing like the brutal, cruel dragons who claimed her as one of their 

own and stole her away. 

In order to rescue her, Anders must enlist at the foreboding Ulfar Academy, a school 

for young wolves that values loyalty to the pack above all else. But for Anders, loyalty 

is more complicated than obedience, and friendship is the most powerful 

shapeshifting force of all. 

A heart-pounding adventure and breathtaking magical inventions in this unforgettable 

story about finding one's place in a sharply divided world.  'An engaging world and 

cliffhanger ending leave readers wanting more' – Kirkus Review 

The Extinction Trials (#1 in the series) by S M Wilson T/WIL 

Stormchaser wants to escape her starved, grey life. Lincoln wants to save his dying 

sister. Their only chance is to join an expedition to a deadly country to steal the eggs 

of vicious dinosaurs. If they succeed, their reward is a new life filled with riches. But in a land full of 
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monsters - both human and reptilian - only the ruthless will survive. Jurassic Park meets The Hunger Games 

in this epic new series. 

If I Tell You by Australian Author Alicia Tuckerman T/TUC 

The day I fell for Phoenix Stone, there was no warning.  She shattered the world I knew. 

This is a story about being seventeen and growing up in rural Australia. Falling in love 

for the first time, following your dreams and disappointing your parents. 

Being brave enough to live your life, even when life is terrifying. In fear there is bravery. 

You can either cling to the edge or have the courage to jump. But what do you do when 

you're left spiralling through the freefall? 

Blue Fire (#2 in the healing Wars series) – Fantasy Novel by Janice Hardy T/HAR 

Nya must leave the only home she's ever known. Trust the very people she always 

hated. And become the weapon she never wanted to be...Re-enter the fascinating 

world of Healers and Takers in the gripping sequel to THE PAIN MERCHANTS in the 

epic dystopian fantasy adventure trilogy, THE HEALING WARS. Nya has survived her 

battles with the Luminary and freed the Takers who were enslaved at the Healer's 

League. But all is not well in Geveg and war rages on.Nya, Tali and friends are in 

hiding, plotting their escape as the Duke posts a ransom for their capture. But plans 

are thwarted by treachery and kidnap as trackers, rascals and soldiers overwhelm 

them. Soon Nya finds herself alone in alien city Baseer. She must break her comrades out of jail, find her 

sister and unravel the Duke's fiendish new plot surrounding the mysterious goings-on at the pynvium 

Foundry. And to accomplish any of this she must face the almighty new menace... the 

Undying. 

The Fandom – Science Fiction by Anna Day T/DAY 

Cosplay ready, Violet and her friends are at Comic Con. They can’t wait to meet the 

fandom of mega-movie, The Gallows Dance. 

What they’re not expecting is to be catapulted by freak accident into their favourite 

world—for real. Fuelled by love, guilt and fear, can the friends put the plot back on track 

and get out? The fate of the story is in their hands. 

Tin Heart by Australian Author (and…#Litfest2444 Presenter!!!!) Shivaun Plozza T/PLO 

Funny, romantic and deeply moving by turns – a fitting follow-up to the critically 

acclaimed, award-winning Frankie.  When Marlowe gets a heart transplant and a 

second chance at life, all she wants is to thank her donor's family. Maybe then she 

can move on. Maybe then she'll discover who she is if she's no longer The Dying 

Girl. 

But with a little brother who dresses like every day is Halloween, a vegan warrior 

for a mother and an all-out war with the hot butcher's apprentice next door, 

Marlowe's life is already pretty complicated. 

And her second chance is about to take an unexpected turn... 
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Dark Horses by Cecily Von Ziegesar T/VON 

From the author of Gossip Girl comes a dark, psychologically complex update of Black 

Beauty replete with jealousy, romance, mystery, and redemption. 

Merritt Wenner has been self-destructing ever since the tragic deaths of her 

grandmother and her horse. After an epic all-night bender, she walks out of the SAT 

and disappears. Her parents, looking for a quick fix, ship her off to a residential 

equine-assisted therapy program. 

At Good Fences, Merritt meets Red: a failed racehorse and a terror in the barn. Red 

has never bonded with anyone, but Merritt is not afraid of him, which makes all the 

difference. Soon they’re sneaking rides after curfew. Red’s owner, recognizing their potential, funds their 

launch into the hunter/jumper circuit. 

Against the cutthroat backdrop of competitive riding, Merritt finds herself unexpectedly attracted to Red’s 

groom, Beatrice, and at the same time drawn to Carvin, a rival rider. But in Red’s mind, Merritt belongs to 

him alone. Anyone else poses a threat. And Merritt can’t imagine the lengths Red will go to keep her to 

himself. 

Before I Had Words by Skylar Kergil T/KER 

At the beginning of his physical transition from female to male, then-seventeen-year-

old Skylar Kergil posted his first video on YouTube. 

In the months and years that followed, he recorded weekly update videos about the 

physical and emotional changes he experienced. Skylar?s openness and positivity 

attracted thousands of viewers, who followed along as his voice deepened and his 

body changed shape. 

Through surgeries and recovery, highs and lows, from high school to college to the 

real world, Skylar welcomed others on his journey. Before I Had the Words is the story of what came 

before the videos and what happened behind the scenes. 

From early childhood memories to the changes and confusion brought by adolescence, Skylar reflects on 

coming of age while struggling to understand his gender. 

Angus and Robertson website has more books on their Rainbow Guide - 

https://www.angusrobertson.com.au/lgbtqi-reading-guide  

A Land of Permanent Goodbyes by Atia Abawi T/ABA 

Narrated by Destiny, this heartbreaking—and timely—story of refugees escaping from war-torn Syria is 

masterfully told by a foreign news correspondent who experienced the crisis firsthand. 

In a country ripped apart by war, Tareq lives with his big and loving family until the 

bombs strike. His city is in ruins. His life is destroyed. And those who have survived are 

left to figure out their uncertain future. 

In the wake of destruction, he's threatened by Daesh fighters and witnesses a public 

beheading. Tareq's family knows that to continue to stay alive, they must leave. As 

they travel as refugees from Syria to Turkey to Greece, facing danger at every turn, 

Tareq must find the resilience and courage to complete his harrowing journey. 

https://www.angusrobertson.com.au/lgbtqi-reading-guide
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But while this is one family's story, it is also the timeless tale of all wars, of all tragedy, and of all strife. 

When you are a refugee, success is outliving your loss. 

Destiny narrates this heartbreaking story of the consequences of war, showing the Syrian conflict as part of 

a long chain of struggles spanning through time. 

An award-winning author and journalist-and a refugee herself-Atia Abawi captures the hope that spurs 

people forward against all odds and the love that makes that hope grow. 

Always and Forever Lara Jean (#3 To all the Boys I’ve Loved before series) by Jenny 

Han T/HAN 

Lara Jean's letter-writing days aren't over in this surprise follow-up to the bestselling 

To All the Boys I've Loved Before and P.S. I Still Love You. 

Lara Jean is having the best senior year a girl could ever hope for. She is head over 

heels in love with her boyfriend, Peter; her dad's finally getting remarried to their 

next door neighbour, Ms. Rothschild; and Margot's coming home for the summer 

just in time for the wedding. 

But change is looming on the horizon. And while Lara Jean is having fun and keeping busy helping plan her 

father's wedding, she can't ignore the big life decisions she has to make. Most pressingly, where she wants 

to go to college and what that means for her relationship with Peter. She watched her sister Margot go 

through these growing pains. Now Lara Jean's the one who'll be graduating high school and leaving for 

college and leaving her family--and possibly the boy she loves--behind. 

When your heart and your head are saying two different things, which one should you listen to? 

Between the Blade and the Heart – Fantasy by Amanda Hocking T/HOC 

Malin is a Valkyrie-in-training.  It's her responsibility to slay immortals, returning 

them to the afterlife to maintain balance in the world. She also struggles to maintain 

balance in her own life - between her studies, her duties as a Valkyrie and her 

conflicting feelings for her ex-girlfriend. 

But when a beguiling stranger breaks into her home on a quest for vengeance, 

Malin's carefully balanced life falls apart. Asher is hunting the rogue immortal who 

murdered his mother, and he thinks Malin may have information. 

Her loyalties are tested, as she uncovers a betrayal that unravels everything she thought she knew. And 

she must decide if helping the mysterious Asher enact his revenge is worth the risk - to the world, and to 

her heart. 

RŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧΦǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΗ   
  LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ  Enjoy your books! 

 

*Port Macquarie LibraryτCorner Gordon & Grant Streets 6581 8755 

*Wauchope LibraryτHigh Street (near Post Office) 6581 8162 

*Laurieton LibraryτLaurie Street (near School of Arts Hall) 6581 8177 

Happy reading! 
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