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1 What Generation Gap? The Housing & Community ed policy changes. Housing policy in general neve

Edison Housing Authority ¢ h Development industry is brac- seems to be a major plank in any presidential cam-

ing for President Donald pai gn. This is true, ifjn sp

9 Davenport Village Dedi-
cated Madison Affordable

Housing Corp.

Trumpds housi ninsistence that housing is first to be hit by a reces-
While some advocates fear sion and the last to recover. Therefore, you
what the new administration ~ would think that housing policy would be a critical
may do with ouUucomponent of our nationds e
housing policy, others see it as Dr. Ben Carson has a different back-
as an opportunity to make real ground from his predecessors at HUD. He has
HUD Secretary positive change to benefit our no previous governmental experience and little
DrBenCason a9t i o findome ditipens. management experience. At first glance, it would
President Tr um appearthathe is unqualified to serve as HUD
retired neurosurgeon and author with no previ-  Secretary. However, as noted above, previous
ous housing policy experience, as HUD Secretar experience may be the cause of our current hous-
seems to be unusual. The Department of Hous- ing policy problems. Ben Carson appears to be an|
ing & Urban Development was established in intelligent, articulate, educated professional who
1964. The majority of the previous sixteen HUD may possess the inner strength and capability to
Secretaries had some form of governmental exp« make meaningful change at the Department. He
. » rience before becoming Secretary. The first Sec: also grew up in inner city Detroit and was raised
Presi denb0ds| P etarywasRobert Weaver who served as a for- by a single mother who worked 3 jobs to support
spectives mer ViceChairperson of the New York City her family. His life experience, growing up in pov-
Housing Authority. He was also the first African erty, in an urban environment would certainly
American cabinet member. Samuel Pierce was a Shape his conservative view of the world.
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shop under Ronald Reagan. Henry Cisneros worked ¢ . -
P - . Emily Benfer, a law professor and Director of the
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NJNAHRO Schol-7 before becoming Mayor. Alphonso Jackson Health Justice Project at Loyola University Chica-
arship Program served under George W. Bush and previouslyrasg 0 st ated: oPoverty and uns

the Dallas Housing Authority, Shaun Donovan  housing is the most undeecognized public
was a Commissioner for the New York Depart-  health crisis of the Z1century. As Secretary,
NJNAHRO Con- 11- ment of Preservation and Development and Julia
ference Agenda 13 Castro was the former Mayor of San Antonio. It
would appear that some form of previous housing
policy experience would be an asset as HUD

NJNAHRO Con- 14 Secretary; or would it? Most of the previous

ference Registra- HUD Secretaries continued to build on the previ-

tion Form ous administrationds p droun
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;?'S("C”Oifcf?x;'*ul[’ Secre- sible based upon recent statements that current work require-
y fbont o1 ments for public housing residents will be enforced and may be
of HUD, Dr. Carson has an unparalleled opportunitgxtended to the Housing Choice Voucher Program. Could it
to make a profound impact on and create positive health outalso mean restrictions on the length of time that families are
comes for millions upon mi leligibleto secewe housingdssigtande@ dvhaeved policySchang- £ e n
ago, a Presidential task force called for an end to childhood es the administration has in store, we need to advocate for the
lead poisoning by the year 2000, but the problem still persistshildren currently receiving assistance. This advocacy should
The Trump Administration has committed to rebuilding our insist that all necessary needs are available to these children in
nationds infrastructur e an dheir quésita niedt theirgnaximum gotential and abéitg to self Ma y b e
new Secretary could advocate for the removal of lead as parctualize. Current programs need to be revised to allow our
of this commitment. With a background in medicine, the residents to assume personal responsibility and become moti-
new Secretary may also look at the ban on smoking in publiwated in their quest to break the generational cycle of poverty
housing. Almost 1/5 of all Public Housing Authorities have that currently exists in our housing programs. This is a daunt-
instituted some form of restrictions on smoking. Dr. Car- ing task that can only be achieved through a commitment to
sonds medical background c omakedignifiaakt polich changes. Htevill alsop eequireqaddéidnal f | e d
Secretary in dealing with housing and health related issues. funding in the short term to save people and funding over the

While we do not know for certain what changes Dr.jongterm. It will require a total shift in the existing paradigm.
Carson has in store for our industry, we can gain some insight Dr. Carsonds | ack of governme

based upon some of the things he said during his campaignferan interesting attribute in making needed policy changes to
President. In a speech at the Conservative Political Action effectuate a cultural shift in the way people view our social

Conference (CPAC) on 2/26/15, he stated: safety net. Hopefully, he will understand that HUD is not just
about bureaucrats and governmental funding; but about chang-
0lt really is not «compaisnsgi opneaotpel etdos plaitv epse of polre tohne tbhegt theer:
and say, There, there you preanecilzdnsto liveein atheaithy, gafe ehvisosmegtandn g 0 té
all you needs, your healt hcpeovidnganypportunityffa ocudyoungest residenistonteet us| ng,
worry about anything.o their maximum potential and become functioning members of

society. If nothing else, the Trump Administration will provide

What could such a statement mean to those currently receivys with an opportunity to debate meaningful policy changes.
ing housing assistance? Time will only telll However, it is pos-
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WHAT GENERATI ON GAP!

Edi son Housing Authority

I know that sounds like a funny title but after
reading this you will understand. In July, 2008 the Cere- This past summer Donna Pedde, second grade
bral Palsy Association of Middlesex County , AKA Newteacher at WardlawHartridge School joined forces with
Jersey Institute for the Disabled (NJID) approached the Pat and brought second grade children to meet the sen-
Edison Housing for its support and participa iors. What was really interesting is that it was
tion in a grant to bring programs to the Au- not the typical story reading program, but it
thority's senior and disabled population. Thq was an exchange of stories from the children
grant was funded and NJID became a partn and the grandparents. It went so well they
with the Edison Housing Authority just made their second visit.

The program coordinator, Patricia This second visit brought the second grade
Tamburello, put her heart into this project and, after a students back with their teachers Donna Pedde and Kelly
slow start the program has grown and is flourishing. Th€annizzo and joining them were third grade students with
program started at one site, but soon came to the publidheir teacher, Katherine Heiss. We were fortunate to
housing family site and Pat has brought benefits to the also welcome Maggie Granaddsad of lower grade
seniors and the disabled who could not previously accesshool.
them.

The seniors are delighted and the kids are already

On the fourth Friday of every month, Patin-  asking when they can come back. The children want to
volved two churches to help out. St. James Episcopal return the hospitality and have asked for the residents to
Church donates bags of groceries to each senior and disait their school in the Spring.
bled household. Mount Pleasant Baptist Church brings
lunch for everyone, including birthday cakes for those resi- See why the title, the children and the seniors
dents who have a birthday in the month. They have hadould not wait to share their stories and all of a sudden
art classes and dancing classes and most recently Pat lihere was no young and old just smiles.
started a grandparent mentoring program.
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DAVENPORT VILLAGE DEDICATED
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